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DISTRICT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  to  wit. 

«•«««••••      ^^  '"^  REMEMBEHBD,  that  OQ  thc  thiricenth  day  of 
»  »  February,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  Independence 

J  Seal,  i  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Caleb  P.  Wayne, 
«•*•««*»«  o^  ^^  B^^  District,  hath  deposited  in  this  office  the 
Title  of  a  Book,  the  ri^t  whereof  he  claims  as  Pro- 
prietor, in  the  words  following,  to  wit:.... 

"  The  Life  of  George  Washington,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
<*  American  Forces,  during  the  War  which  established  the  Indepen- 
*'  dence  of  his  country,  and  First  President  of  the  United  States.... 
*'  Compiled  under  the  inspection  of  the  Honourable  Bushrod  Wash- 
**  ington,  from  original  papers  bequeathed  to  him  by  hi<  deceased 
"  Relative,  and  now  in  possession  of  the  author.  To  which  is  pre- 
**  fixed,  an  Introduction,  containing  a  compendious  View  of  the 
'<  Colonies  planted  by  the  English  on  the  Continent  of  North  Ame- 
<'  rica,  from  their  settlement  to  the  commencement  of  that  war  which 
*'  terminated  in  their  Independence.    By  John  Marshall." 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  tl^  United  States 
entituled  *<An  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the 
copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the.  authors  and  proprietors  of 
such  copies  during  the  times  therein  mentioned....  And  also  to  the 
Act  intituled  "  An  act  Supplementary  to  an  Act  intituled  '<  An  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  learning  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps, 
charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  propnetorB  of  such  copies 
during  the  times  therein  mentioned,  and  extending  the  benefits 
thereof  to  the  arts  of  designmg,  engraving,  and  etching  historical 
and  other  OTiBts.* 

D.  CALDWELL,  Clerk  «f  the 
District  of  PelbisyivaniA. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Arnold  defeated  on  the  lake8....GeneraI  Carleton  appears 
before  Ticonderoga*...Retires  into  winter  quarters  in 
Canada«.«Jndian  a£rair8*««.Treatinent  of  prisoners.... 
Maritime  exertions  of  America....Paper  money  ••••Gene- 
ral conduct  towards  the  disaffectedM.«Observation8  on 
militia  and  other  defects  in  the  structure  of  the  Ameri- 
can army* 

Although  the  Americaos  had  been  driven 
oat  of  Canada,  and  the  hope  of  annexing  that  * 
province  to  the  union  was  abandoned  for  the 
present,  the  northern  department  was  still  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  the  transactions  of 
that  quarter  were,  in  a  high  degree,  interesting 
to  the  whole*  The  war  had  indeed  changed 
its  object,  and  its  character.  Instead  of  con- 
quest,  the  views  of  the  United  States  were  now 
limited  to  the  defence  of  their  own  territory ; 
and  so  great  was  the  force  directed  against 
them,  as  to  render  their  ability  to  repel  inva- 
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2  THE  LIFE  OF 

CHAP.  I.  siion,  extremely  doubtful :  But  as  the  theatre 
1776.  of  action  approached  nearer  home,  the  scenes 
assumed  a  deeper  interest.  The  possession  of 
lakes  Champlain  and  George  by  the  enemy, 
which  might  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  Albany, 
and  all  the  upper  parts  of  the  Hudson,  thereby 
opening  a  free  communication  between  the 
northern  British  army,  and  that  in  New  York, 
and  enabling  them  to  co-operate  with  each 
other,  while  it  would  in  a  great  measure  sever 
and  disconnect  the  eastern  from  the  middle, 
and  southern  states,  was  an  event  as  much  to 
be  deprecated  on  the  one  side,  as  it  was  wished 
on  the  other.  Its  importance  would  be  very 
much  increased  by  the  political  temper  which 
continued  to  be  very  prevalent  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  The  royalists  were  still  powerful 
in  the  middle  and  upper  country,  as  well  as  on 
the  seaboard;  and  required  only  the  protection 
of  a  British  army,  to  show  themselves  in  great 
force. 

Congress  was  well  aware  of  the  vast  impor- 
tance of  securing  this  frontier,  and  made  great 
exertions  to  effect  it.  But  the  same  mistaken 
policy,  which  had  so  enfeebled  thie  army  in  the 
middle  department,  had  also  shed  its  baneful 
influence  on  that  of  the  north. 

On  opening  the  campaign  of  1776,  instead 
of  re-enforcing,  it  was  necessary  to  re-create 
the  army ;  and  we  have  already  seen  how  much 
these  raw  troops  were  weakened  by  the  enemy, 
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bythe  small-pox,  and  by  other  diseases.  Under  chap.l 
tfie  pressure  of  these  calamities,  it  had  been  irre. 
deemed  necessary  to  strengthen  them  by  such 
large  draughts  from  the  army  designed  to  act 
under  general  Washington,  as  to  compel  him 
to  rely  so  much  upon  militia,  that  he  was 
exposed  to  the  most  serious  hazards. 

The  command  of  this  department  had  been 
intrusted  to  general  Schuyler,  a  gentleman  of 
considerable  talents,  who  possessed  great  and 
deserved  influence  in  the  country.  General 
Gates  was  named  to  the  command  of  the  army 
of  Canada,  and  on  his  reaching  Ticonderoga, 
he  still  claimed  the  command  of  the  army, 
though  it  was  no  longer  in  Canada,  and  was 
in  the  department  of  general  Schuyler,  a  senior 
oflScer,  who  had  rendered  very  eminent  ser- 
vices* in  that  station,  and  who,  if  placed  un- 
der general  Gates,  must  have  felt  it  impossible 
to  continue  in  the  army.  On  the  representation, 
however,  of  this  circumstance  to  congress,  it 

*  The  duties  of  general  Schuyler  had  been  laborious, 
intricate,  and  complicated ;  and  he  had  discharged  them 
vnth  fidelity  and  talents*  On  him,  almost  exclusively, 
had  devolved  the  difficult  task  of  conducting  the  affairs 'of 
America  with  the  Six  Nations:  and,  while  employed  in 
furnishing  the  army  of  Canada  with  provisions  and  am- 
munition, in  forwarding  the  re-enforcements  designed  for 
its  aid,  and  in  preparing  the  means  for  retaining  the  com- 
mand of  the  lakes ;  it  was  also  necessary  to  bestow  a  con- 
siderable share  of  attention  on  the  tories  of  that  country, 
who  were  numerous,  and  much  disposed  to  aid  the  enemy. 

b2 
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CHAM,  was  declared  not  to  be  their  intention  to  place 
irrd.  Gates  over  Schuyler,  and  it  was  recommended 
to  those  officers  to  endeavour  to  co-operate 
harmoniously.  It  was  no  small  evidence  of  the 
2eal  of  the  senior  officer  for  the  public  service, 
that  this  was  practicable. 

With  all  the  re-enforcements  which  had  been 
received,  considerable  fears  were  entertained 
of  their  ability  to  maintain  their  ground  against 
the  enemy.  The  British  army  commanded  by 
general  Carleton,  in  great  force,'  and  flushed 
with  victory,  was  about  Montreal  and  St.  Johns. 
Fortunately,  the  command  of  the  lakes  was 
essential  to  their  further  progress,  and  they 
did  not  possess  a  single  vessel  on  those  waters. 

It  was  deemed  of  too  much  importance  to  the 
success  of  the  war  that  the  army  should  pene- 
trate to  Albany  by  this  route,  and  thereby  open 
a  free  communication  frohi  thence  through  the 
lakes,  with  Canada;  to  relinquish  the  enterprise 
on  account  of  obstacles  not  absolutely  insur- 
mountable. It  was,  therefore,  determined  to 
construct  a  fleet  superior  to  that  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  to  convey  it  in  a  condition  for  ser- 
vice into  lake  Champlain.  This  arduous  work 
was  immediately  commenced. 

General  Schuyler  on  his  part  was  not  unem-* 
ployed.     He  used  all  the  means  in  his  power, 
so  to  strengthen  his  little  fleet,  as  to  maintain  a 
superiority  over  the  enemy  on  the  lakes.     In 
this  effort  the  commander  in  chief  sensible  of 
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the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  maintaining  chap.l 
a  superiority  in  those  waters,  cordially  co-ope-  1776. 
rated;  and  his  letters  manifest  the  most  anxious 
solicitude  on  this  interesting  subject.  But  it 
was  found  impracticable  to  obtain,  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  equal  the  wishes  of  the  general, 
either  artillery,  the  necessary  materials  for  ship 
building,  or  workmen  to  construct  the  vessels* 
The  carpenters  were  generally  employed  in  the 
seaport  towns,  and  could  not  easily  be  prevailed 
on  to  transfer  themselves  to  the  lakes.  The 
heavy  materials  for  a  fleet  were  obtained  with 
difficulty,  and  sparingly;  in  addition  to  which 
they  were  to  be  transported,  with  immense 
labour  and  expense  by  land,  .a  very  great  dis- 
tance. 

In  consequence  of  these  embarrassments,  the 
fleet  equipped  by  the  Americans  amounted  only 
to  fifteen  vessels,  consisting  of  two  schooners, 
one  sloop^  one  cutter,  three  gallies,  and  eight 
gondolas^  The  largest  schooner  mounted  only 
twelve  guns  carrying  six  and  four  pound  balls. 

It  was  deemed  of  much  importance  that  this 
fleet  should  be  commanded  by  a  person  of  in- 
vincible resolution,  and  the  commander  in 
chief  expressed  a  strong  solicitude,  that  Arnold 
should  be  appointed  to  this  dangerous  service. 
That  officer  had  acquired  and  deserved  much 
reputation  in  the  expedition  against  Quebec* 
Every  thing  which  courage  could  perform  was 
now  again  expected  from  him;  nor  were  these 
expectations  disappointed  by  the  event. 
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CHAT.  I.  The  small-pox,  which  had  made  such  havoc 
1776.  in  the  northern  army  while  in  Canada,  still 
July,  continuing  its  ravages,  and  infecting  the  re-en- 
forcements  as  they  arrived;  it  was  deemed 
necessaiy  to  stop  those  which  were  on  their 
march,  at  Skeenesborough.  The  mortality 
produced  by  this,  and  other  diseases,  was 
such,  that  the  northern  army  did  not  exhibit 
the  force  which  congress  had  designed  to  give 
it;  and,  in  a  council  of  general  officers,  it  was 
determined  to  evacuate  Crown  Point,  and  con- 
centrate  their  forces  about  Ticonderoga. 

This  measure,  which  the  feeble  condition  of 
the  army,  most  probably,  rendered  advisable, 
was  considered  as  surrendering  lake  Champlain 
to  the  enemy,  and  opening  to  them  the  whole 
country  of  New  England.  The  field  officers 
unanimously  remonstrated  against  it;  and 
general  Washington  himself  expressed  great 
surprise  at  it.  Nothing  but  necessity,  he  con- 
ceived, could  justify  the  abandonment  of  so 
important  a  place;  but  as  he,  very  properly, 
thought  himself  at  too  great  a  distance  to  give 
any  positive  orders  on  the  subject,  the  measure 
was  persisted  in.  Congress  were  disposed  to 
be  regulated  in  their  plans,  rather  by  their 
wishes,  than  by  the  means  placed  in  the  hands 
of  their  military  commanders  for  the  execution 
of  them;  and  were  so  far  from  expecting 
this  retrograde  movement,  that  their  views 
■were  extended  to  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie, 
and  they  were  tlien  contemplating  a  plan  for 
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takiflg  possession  of  those  waters,  and  securing  chap.i. 
them  by  a  naval  force.  These  speculations  1776. 
were  soon  interrupted  by  demonstrating  to 
them  the .  unwelcome  truth,  that,  instead  of 
acquiring  the .  command  of  other  lakes,  they 
were  unable  to  retain  those  already  in  their 
possession. 

With  almost  incredible  exertions,  the  British 
general  constructed  a  powerful  fleet,  the  mate- 
rials for  which  he  transported  a  considerable 
distance  over  land.  He  afterwards  dragged 
up  the  rapids  of  St.  Therese  and  St  Johns, 
thirty  long  boats,  a  number  of  flat  boats  of  con- 
siderable burden,  a  gondola  weighing  thirty 
tons,  with  above  four  hundred  batteaux.  This 
immense  work  was  completed  in  little  more 
than  three  months,  and,  as  if  by  magic,  general 
Arnold  saw  on  the  lakes,  the  beginning  of 
October,  a  fleet  consisting  of  the  ship  Infl.ex- 
ible  carrying  eighteen  twelve  pounders;  one 
schooner  mounting  fourteen,  and  another 
twelve  six  pounders;  a  flat  bottomed  radeau 
carrying  six  twenty- four,  and  six  twelve  poun- 
ders besides  howitzers;  and  a  gondola  carry- 
ing seven  nine  pounders.  Twenty  smaller 
vessels,  under  the  denomination  of  gun  boats, 
carried  brass  field  pieces  from  nine  to  twenty 
four  pounders,  or  were  armed  with  howitzers.* 
Some  long  boats  were  furnished  in  the  same 
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CHAP.L  manner,  and  about  an  equal  number  of  large 
1776.  boats  acted  as  tenders.*  This  formidable  fleet 
navigated  by  seven  hundred  prime  seamen, 
on  board  of  which  was  general  Carieton  him- 
self,  was  conducted  by  captain  Pringle,  and 
the  guns  were  served  by  experienced  artillerists* 
It  proceeded  immediately  in  quest  of  Arnold, 
who  was  soon  found  very  advantageously  posted, 
and  forming  a  strong  line  to  defend  the  passage 
between  the  island  of  Valicour,  and  the  west- 

em  main. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  disparity  of  force, 
a  warm  action  ensued.  An  unfavourable  wind 
kept  the  Inflexible,  and  some  others  of  the 
largest  vessels  of  the  hostile  fleet,  at  too  great  a 
-    ■  \  ,    , ,  .  I   I.  I ..  ■ — 

•  Intelligence  was  given  to  general  Washington  from 
Canada  of  these  immense  preparations ;  but  he  flattered 
himself  that  the  account  was  exaggerated.  By  the  same 
authority,  he  was  also  informed,  that  the  army  to  invade 
the  United  States,  by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  which  was  to 
be  commanded  by  general  Carieton,  consisted  of  about 
eight  thousand  British  and  German  troops,  and  a  regi* 
ment  of  artillery  under  general  Philips,  with  the  finest 
train  ever  sent  over  from  England,  and  a  large  body  of 
Canadians.  It  was  also  a  part  of  the  plan,  that  sir  John 
Johnson  was  to  go  round  by  Oswego  with  eight  hundred 
Indians,  M^Clean's  regiment,  and  some  volunteers,  to 
enter  the  country  by  the  way  of  fort  George,  and  cut  off 
the  communication  between  Albany  and  Ticonderoga* 
This  intelligence  was  communicated  to  the  officers  com- 
manding on  the  lakes,  and  they  were  urged  to  make  cor* 
respondent  exertions  on  their  part :  but  the  means  of  do- 
ing so  were  not  in  their  possession. 
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distance  to  render  any  service.  This  fortunate  chap.l 
circumstance  enabled  Arnold  to  keep  up  the  1776. 
engagement  for  several  hours*  Towards  night, 
the  En^ish  commander  thought  it  advisable  to 
discontinue  the  action  for  the  present;  and  the 
whole  fleet  was  anchored  in  a  line  as  near 
that  of  the  Americans  as  it  could  be  brought, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  their  escape.  In 
this  engagement,  the  best  schooner  belonging 
to  the  American  flotilla  was  burnt,  and  a  gon- 
dola carrying  three  or  four  guns  was  sunk. 

The  best  eulogium  which  can  be  bestowed  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Americans  in  this  affair  is, 
that  notwithstanding  their  inferiority  of  force, 
they  were  not  defeated,  though  the  enemy 
spoke  with  great  praise  of  the  conduct  of  their 
own  officers  and  men. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  renew  the  action 
next  day,  Arnold  made  his  escape  in  the  night 
in  the  hope  of  reaching  Ticonderoga,  and  being 
sheltered  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  wind 
being  favourable  he  was  the  next  morning  en- 
tirely  out  of  sight.  An  immediate  pursuit 
however  was  made,  and,  about  noon,  he  was 
overtaken,  and  brought  to  action,  a  few  leagues 
short  of  Crown  Point. 

He  kept  up  a  very  warm  engagement  for  October  u. 
about  two  hours,  in  the  course  of  which,  those 
vessels,  which  were  most  ahead,  pushed  on 
with  the  utmost  speed,  and,  passing  Crown 
Point,  escaped  to  Ticonderoga.     Two  gallies 
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CHAP.  I.  and  five  gQiidolas  which  remained,  made  a 

1776.    desperate  resistance.   One  of  them,  the  Wash* 

d^fi^  «  ii^gtony  having  on  board  the  second  in  command^ 

the  lakes.     ^  length  stTucic,    and  was  taken.      Unable 

longer  to  maintain  the  action,  and  deteroiined 

not  to  £all  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy^  Arnold 

ran  the  remaining  vessels  on  shore,  in  such  a 

manner  as  to  land  their  crews  in  safety;  after 

>  which,  he  blew  them  up,  and  saved  his  men, 

in  spite  of  the  efforts  made  to  prevent  both. 

This  defeat  did  not  dispirit  the  Americans, 
nor  diminish  the  re|>utation  of  Arnold.     The 
,  gallant  resistance  he  had  made  with  such  infe* 

riority  of  force;  his  having,  when  defeated^ 
saved  his  men,  and  prevented  his  vessels  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  con- 
soling circumstances,  which  were  caQ$idered 
as  deducting  something  from  the  loss  of  the 
lakes. 

A  small  detachment,  which  had  been  stationed 
at  Crown  Point  as  an  out  post,  immediately 
on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  set  fire  to  the 
houses,  evacuated  the  place,  and  retired  to 
Ticonderoga,  which  it  was  determined  to  de- 
fend to  the  last  extremity. 
General  General  Carleton  took  possession  of  Crown 

wrleton  a|V  *  ^ 

^^^^^  Point,  and  advanced  a  part  of  his  fleet  into  lake 
George  within  view  of  Ticonderoga.  His 
army  also  approached  that  place  as  if  designing 
to  lay  siege  to  it. 
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The  combined  force  of  Schuyler  and  Gates  chap.l 
amounted  to  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  1776. 
men.  Care  had  been  taken  to  lay  in  a  sufficient 
stock  of  provisions,  and  to  strengthen  the 
works  very  considerably.  Application  was 
made  to  general  Washington  for  directions  for 
eaUing  in  a  re-enforcement  of  militia.  That 
officer  had  sinarted  so  severely  for  depending 

on  essential  aid  from  tiiis  source,  that  his  opi- 

nion  was  against  calKng  them  to  the  assistance  Q^tt^q-g- 
of  the  garrison,  unless  it  should  be  absohitely 
msuffiGienl  for  the  defence  of  the  works.    He 
conceived  that,  if  he  was  not  misinformed  res- 
pecting the  strength  of  the  northern  army,  it 
might  certainly  maintain  Ticonderoga  until  the 
rigour  of  the  season,  and  the  freezing  of  the 
lake,  should  compel  the  enemy  to  retire  into 
Canada  for  winter  quarters.    In  the  mean  time, 
he  recommended  the  securing  all  the  cattle  and 
horses  in  the  country  behind  them,  in  order  to 
deprive  the  British  army,  if  it  should  slip  by 
Ticonderoga,  of  the  means  of  conveying  their  -. 
artiHery,  military  stores,  and  baggage;  or  of* 
subsisting  themselves. 

These  considerations  seem  to  have  weighed 
also  with  the  English  general.     After  recon-Rftii«>int; 
noitring  the  works,  and  observing  the  steady  SSS!^  * 
countenance  of  the  garrison,  he  thought  it  too  ^ 
late  in  the  season  to  derive  any  solid  advantages 
frona  laying  siege  to  it  this  campaign,   and 
therefore  re-embarked  his  army  and  returned 
c  2 
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CHAP.L  to  Canada,  where  he  placed  it  in  winter  quar- 
1776*    ters  as  commodiously  as  the  country  would 
admit;  making  the  isle  Aux  Noix  his  most 
advanced  post. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  this  retreat  of 
general  Carleton  was  an  ill  judged  measure; 
and  that  Ticonderoga  might  have  been  takei^ 
without  any  considerable  loss;  in  which  case, 
the  army  might  have  wintered  on  the  lake,  and 
have  commenced  its  operations  early  in  the 
spring,  from  that  point. 

The  probability  of  success  in  any  attempt  on 
Ticonderoga,  very  much  depended  on  the  con- 
duct which  might  be  observed  by  a  considerable 
part  of  the  garrison,  composed  of  troops  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  Jersey,  whose  terms  of  ser- 
vice  expired  in  October.  If  their  aid  could 
have  been  depended  on,  the  place  could  not 
have  been  taken  without  great  loss.  But  this 
circumstance  certainly  rendered  the  situation  Of 
the  army  extremely  critical. 

It  must  be  admitted  too,  that  wintering  on 
*  lake  George,  an  army  whose  supplies  were  to 
be  drawn  from  Canada,  would  have  been 
attended  with  great  difficulty,  and  that  the 
attempt,  at  that  late  season,  to  penetrate  .the 
then  dreary  and  inhospitable  wilderness  between 
that  place  and  Albany,  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely  hazardous,  if  at  all  practicable. 

This  retreat  however  relieved  very  much  the 
apprehensions  of  the  Americans,  and  enabled 
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general  Gates,  at  the  instance  of  the  commander  chaf.i. 
in  chief,  to  march  with  a  considerable  detach-    1776. 
ment  of  the  northern  army,  now  just  about  to 
disband,  to  join  him  on  the  Delaware. 

The  .great  superiority  of  the  British  army 
under  Howe  in  point  of  numbers,  was  such  as 
to  induce  in  its  general  the  opinion  that  some 
impression  mi^t  be  made  to  the  eastward, 
without  endangering  or  impeding  in  any  man- 
ner, the  execution  of  his  plans  against  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvaiua.  Indeed,  it  might 
well  be  supposed,  that  by  creating  a  diversion 
in  that  quarter,  and  alarming  those  states  for 
their  own  safety,  their  attention  would  be  parti- 
cularly  directed  to  the  protection  of  themelves; 
and  they  might  be  deterred  from  affording  to 
the  gsand  army,  that  aid,  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  their  energy  of  character,  and  to 
which  their  zeal  in  the  common  cause  would 
probably  prompt  them. 

Accordingly,  an  expediticHi  was  planned 
against  Rhode  Island.  The  land  forces, 
amounting  to  about  three  thousand  men,  were 
commanded  by  general  sir  Henry  Clinton, 
and  the  fleet  to  be  employed  in  thil'  service, 
was  intrusted  to  sir  Peter  Parker.  They  sailed 
from  New  York  about  the  last  of  November,  '^ 
and  without  any  material  oppositioii,  took  pos- 
session of  the  island  on  which  Newport,  the 
capital  of  that  state,  stands,  and  gave,  for  a 
short  time,  a  very  serious  alarm  to  the  states 
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cttAv.x.  of  Massachussetts  and  Connecticut,  who  ap* 
1776.  prehended  an  invasion  of  the  neighbouring' 
continent.  This  dirersion  produced,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  the  effect  which -was,  most 
probably,  one  of  the  motives  for  the  expedi- 
tion. On  being  pressed  through  the  Jerseys, 
with  an  army  daily  diminishing  in  its  numbers, 
.  general  Washington  had  called  on  Massachus- 
setts for  a  re<enfbrcement  of  militia,  and  six 
thousand  men,  under  general  Lincoln,  bad 
been  ordered  immediately  to  join  him.  Their 
march,  as  well  as  the  march  of  the  militia  of 
Connecticut,  was  for  a  time  suspended,  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  the  enemy  in  Rhode  Island. 
Independent  of  this  temporary  effect,  the 
English  derived  permanent  advantage,  and 
the  Americans  sustained  lasting  inconvenience 
from  the  possession  of  this  post  by  the  former. 
The  American  ships  of  war  and  privateers  had 
greatly  annoyed  the  British  commerce,  ai^  had 
rendered,  by  supplies  thus  obtained,  most  es- 
sential service  to  their  country  in  the  course  of 
the  war.  The  harbour  of  Newport,  one  of 
the  most  convenient  in  the  United  States,  was, 
whilst  in  ihe  possession  of  the  Americans,  well 
calculated  to  favour  these  expeditions,  and, 
*"  *^  'while  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  was  as  well 
calculated  to  restrain  them.  Its  contiguity  to 
the  seacoast  of  Massachussetts,  where  the  spi- 
rit of  maritime  adventure  had  been  carried 
much  higher  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
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United  Stales,  and  fifom  whence  the  coimnerce  cba^.i. 
of  tie  enemy  had  sustained  the  greatest  injury,  1776, 
gave  it  additional  imp<Mtance. 

It  was  also  matter  of  serious  regret,  that 
eommodore  Hopkins  with  a  considerable  part 
of  his  squadron,  and  a  number  of  privateers, 
were  found  in  Providence  river,  where  they 
were  closely  blocked  up. 

During  these  military  transactions,  many 
events  occurred,  which,  though  of  minor  im- 
portance, were  too  interesting  to  remain  alto- 
gether unnoticed. 

The  part  which  might  be  taken  in  the  pre-  indunaffidn 
sent  contest  by  die  numerous  warlike  tribes  of 
savages,  inhabiting  that  immense  territory  west 
of  thesettlemeots  made  by  the  Europeans,  and 
extending  from  the  northern  boundary  of  Ca- 
nada to  the  gutf  of  Mexico,  was  a  matter  of 
real  interest  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and 
early  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  fiiey 
would  engage  actively  on  the  side  of  theBritish.  - 
Sir  Jchn  Johnson  possessed  great  influence 
over  the  Indians  of  the  lakes,  and  he  exercised 
that  influence  to  arrange  them  in  ofiensive  war 
against  America.  This  in  no  small  degree 
embarrassed  general  Washington.  To  seize 
diis  gentleman,  who  was  greatly  beloved  by 
the  savages,  would,  it  was  feared,  so  irritate, 
as  to  precipitate  them  into  immediate  hostili- 
ties; while  much  was  apprehended  from  his 
machinations,  if  left  at  liberty  to  prosecute 
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coAT'^  them. '  Very  early  exertions  were  made  to 
irre.  counteract  them,  and  to  secure  the  neutrality 
of  the  Indians.  So  early  as  July  1775,  com- 
missioners were  appointed  to  hold  a  treaty  with 
them,  and  very  earnest  endeavours  were  used 
to  explain  to  them  the  nature  of  the  controversy 
betyireen  the  then  colonies,  and  the  mother 
country;  and  to  impress  them  with  a  sense  of 
the  injustice  meditated  against  the  former,  by 
the  latter.  The  object  of  these  representations 
however  was,  not  to  engage  them  in  the  war, 
but  to  keep  them  out  of  it. 

A  treaty  was,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes 
of  congress,  negotiated  with  the  Six  Nations, 
in  which  they  stipulated  to  observe  neutrality ; 
and,  as  general  Schuyler  who  had  been  one  of 
the  commissioners,  and  who  commanded  in 
that  department,  possessed  an  hereditary  influ- 
ence over  them,  hopes  were  entertained  that 
this'  neutrality  would  be  faithfully  observed. 
As  a  mean  indispensably  necessary  to  the  main- 
tenance  of  their  friendship,  trade  was  opened 
with  them,  and  congress  determined  to  supply 
them,  if  possible,  with  those  European  articles 
which  from  congress  had  become  necessaries. 
These  supplies  being  imavoidably  small,  and 
precarious,  indications  were  soon  given  of  a 
disposition  to  tiake  part  in  the  war.  General 
Washington,  who  had  in  early  life  become 
acquainted  with  their  character  and  dispositions, 
who  knew  their  avidity  for  spoil  and  presents. 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGS  WASHWfGTON.  17 

ifad their  warlike  temper,  was  persuaded  of  th^  chap.l 
ttAreiwe  diffixHiffy  of  continuing  them  in  a  statd  irref. 
of  lAultrdity ;/  and,  6ti  their  oflFering  to  take  up 
arm^,  after  they  had-  stipulated  to  be  neutral, 
M  urged' &at  th^y  should  b^  engaged  to  take 
^aft  ^th  A^iirica,  as  the  only  means  of  pre- 
^titinjf  tll^ni^frbttt  joihing  the  enemy. 

A^btt'  h^dF  been  firmed  by  lord  Duhnlore!, 
thtH>t)gh^  thfe  agenty  of  a  mr.   ConnfeUy,   tb^ 
iMhice  thif  Indians'  to  e6-oiperati6  with  hitti,  and' 
With  the  riulherbi]^  loyalists  of  the  back  country, 
itt  rf  vcfry  extensive  scheme  foi^  attacking  the 
western  pailis  of  Virginia;  but  this  was  defeatiid 
by  the  detefctibn  and  apprehension  of  the  agent 
x&  b^  ettipioyed  in  it.     It  was  however  renewed 
dn  a-  more  extensive  scale,  and  the  agents  of 
the  crown,  in  the  southern  country,  whether 
with  or  without  the  authority  of  their  master  is' 
lincertain,  by  presents  and  the  hope  of  plunder, 
easily  sdifiulated  the  Creeks  and  thei  Cherokees' 
tb  2t^e\  to  taktf  up  arms,  and  join  a  detachm^t' 
of  British  troops,  who  were  to  land  in  West' 
Floridad,  and  proceed  through  their  country, 
against  the  frontiers   of   the    CaroUnas    and' 
Virginia';  whilst  another  formidable  armament 
should  make  an  impression  on  their  seacoast. 
Circular  letters  to  the  same  import  were  sent- 
by  mr.  Stuart,  the  principal  agent  for  Indian  > 
affairs,*  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  settle- 

^  Annual  Register ^ 
VOL.  Vl\i  Vf 
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GHAP.  L  ments,  requiring  all  those  who  were  well 
1776,  affected  to  the  crown,  as  well  as  those  who 
were  willing  to  preserve  themselves  and  their 
families  from  the  inevitable  calamities  and  des- 
truction of  an  Indian  war,  to  repair  to  the 
'  royal  standard  as  soon  as  it  should  be  erected 
in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  to  bring  with 
them  their  horses,  cattle,  and  provisions,  for 
all  of  which  they  were  promised  payment. 
They  were  likewise  required,  for  their  present 
security,  and  future  distinction  from  the  king's 
enemies,  to  subscribe  immediately  to  a  written 
paper  declaratory  of  their  allegiance.  Copies 
of  all  the  papers  relative  to  this  plan,  together 
with  several  other  letters  from  lord  Dunmore, 
were  intercepted  on  their  way  to  Boston  in 
December  1775,  and  laid  before  general  Wash- 
ington- 

The  scheme  was  so  plausible,  that  its  effect 
was  very  extensive  among  the  southern  Indians, 
who,  with  a  few  exceptions,  appear  to  have 
entered  into  the  confederacy.  Even  the  Six 
Nations,  notwithstanding  their  late  treaty  of 
neutrality,  manifested  hostile  dispositions ;  and 
it  was  at  one  time  deemed  necessary  to  call  out 
the  frontier  militia  to  oppose  them.  They, 
however,  did  not  proceed  to  extremities,  and, 
not  receiving  the  expected  aid,'  their  elders  and 
chiefs  disclaimed  the  acts  of  aggression  which 
had  been  committed  by  some  of  their  young 
men,  and  the  validity  of  these  excuses  was  very 
willingly  admitted  by  the  American  government. 
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In  the  south,  the  Creeks,  too  impatient  to  chap.l 
await  the  arrival  of  the  promised  succours,  irre. 
commenced  the  war  with  their  usual  barbarity/ 
Finding  that  the  fleets  and  armies  they  had 
expected,  did  not  arrive  on  the  seacoast,  or 
in  West  Florida,  and  that  the  war  would  be 
prosecuted  against  them  with  vigour;  they  very 
prudently  stopped  short,  and  made  their  peace^ 

The  operations  of  the  Cherokees  were  more 
extensive,  and  of  longer  continuance.  Their 
whole  force  was  exerted-  They  made  sudden 
irruptions  into  the  country,  which  they,  laid 
waste  in  their  usual  manner,  scalping  and  mur- 
dering, indiscriminately,  the  mother  with  her 
infant,  as  well  as  those  who  were  capable  of 
bearing  arms  against  them.  Their  first  incur- 
sions were  ^ade  about  the  time  when  fort 
Moultrie  was  attacked  by  the  fleet  under  the 
command  of  sir  Peter  Parker.  As  this  fleet 
soon  withdrew  from  the  coast,  and  no  regular 
force  appeared  in  aid  of  the  savages  to  cover 
the  countr}^  the  disaffected  could  not  safely 
embody,  and  were  therefore  not  distinguished 
from  others.  They  suffered  ^\^th  their  families 
a  full  portion  of  the  common  calamity,  and  the 
royal  cause  was  far  from  being  strengthened  by 
this  premature  war  of  massacre  and  depredation.* 

These  barbarities  were  not  long  unpunished. 
In  aid  of  some  regular  regiments  ordered  on 


«  Atmual  Register.  ^  Ramsay. 
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<?up.L  t^at  wrvlce)  ^e  froatier  |nhai>iijL9iits  of  the 
itre.  CaroUnfs  and  Yjirgini^^  equal  to  thft  I^iw»A6 
tnftrksmen  and  as  wppfl^aiei),  and  ngt  iiiifjprior 
to  them  in  courage,  took  up  furxnn  geBfinUyt 
b^at  the  enemy^  s^id  c^rri^d  th^  nw  into  their 
tf^frn  country,  where  they  buri^t  thf^irporii»  dnd 
destroyed  dieir  towns;  In  thjui  di^trees  ^y 
a^ked  assistance  from  the  Cx^eks,  who  returned 
for  a^iswer  to  their  applicatipn,  that  ^-  they^^  the 
Ct^rokees,  ^^  t^i^d  plucked  the  thom  out  of 
their  foot^  and  were  ^Wjelcome  to  keep  it*'' 
pisappointed  ii>  receiving  the  aid  th^y  h%d 
e^pep^fl^  ffaey  were  pompellfsc}  to  9li^  fpf 
pej|ce,  which  >yas  rieadlly  gr^t^d  them*' 

Ij>  pursuance  of  the  pplipy  which  ha4  hemi 
recQifimended  by  gpn^r?d  Washington,  spinas 
attempts  were  ipade  to  counteract  th^eftbrts  Pf 
the  eneiny^  to  >arpi  fhp  Indian^  9g£|inst  th^ 
fjnited  ^tateSf  by  ai^tboriziqg  the  oommivid^ff 
in  phipf  to  engage  a  i^ufuber  of  them,  qpt  e$r 
ceecling  two  thousand,  in  the  iVn^eriP^  SKsrytce* , 
In  consequence  pf  letters  which  geaert^  Wa^- 
tPg^n  \^^  addressed  to  the  chiefs  s^n^ong  the 
tribps  pf  Nova  Septic,  ^  treaty  was  entered  into 
between  the  gover^m^ut  of  Massachussetts, 
^nd  the  St.  Johns,  ^nd  Mipkmap  Indians,  in 
^hiph  the  warripris  pf  those  tribes  engaged  to 
cntpr  iflto  the  service  of  th^  United  States,  on 
thp  s^w?  I?nnsj  and  for  the  ^ame  pompensation 
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M9h\di was aHosvedtto Ameiican 'ckrzeiis.  Ikmut  cmap.l 
re«r  pf  the  Stockbndge  IndUois  also  jopioed  Cbe  itm. 
armjr  dof  the  comiaaiider  in  ciiief,  wUle  ia  Hm 
state pfldew  York;  but  these  peiqple  abaaiAaned 
k  when  tibef  vene  most  needfid^  and  no  ^ oal 
service  was  ever  a&rded  by  theiiu'^  Cohmd 
Gist  was  authorized  in  iannary  1777,  to  eogafpe 
five  kundred  Chenokees ;  but  he  did  not  scic# 
ceed  in  this  attempt* 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  'war«..,a  war  be<* 
tween  a  sovereign,  and  thofie  who,  in  its  com* 
mencement,  atill  professed  themselves  to  be 
his  subjects,  gave  birth  to  sevecal  cir^pum* 
stances  net  usual  among  belligerent  powers, 
and  of  which  the  cause  was  no  snficient  justi^ 
fication.  Among  those,  the  moft  interesting 
was  the  treatment  of  prisoners. 

General  Gage,  who  had  been  appointed  go** 
vemor  of  Massachussetts,  had  received|  in 
that  station,   all  the  hrritatioiis  of  which  hii 


*  It  may  perhaps  be  urged,  that  the  Americans  ar6 
theiBseWes  chargei^bi^  with  thf  ot^pim  cfott  upon  tbck 
eqei^y  for  eqiplQying  theae  savage^i  tinge  Ihey  bacf^ 
themselves  manifested  a  willingness  to  qse  the  same  in* 
struments:  but  this  obserration  will  not  be  perfectly  cor- 
rect* The  original  effort  of  congress  was  to  keep  them 
neutral,  and  the  attempt  to  employ  thsm  yss  only  ma4s 
(o  coimteritctihe  intrigues  whi^hv^^.HK^  (a  bfisgrthcgi 
into  the  British  servipe*  In  addition  to  tji^^  tho^  IQ  ti^ 
American  service  could  only  act  against  men  in  arms; 
those  in  the  British  service  against  age,  infancy,  and  the 
(idpless  sex. 
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CHAP.  I.  mind  was  susceptible  ;.^.. irritations  which,  as 
1776.  too  frequently  happens,  seem  to  have  been 
retained  by  him  in  his  charactelr  of  commander 
in  chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America ;  aikl 
to  have  had  no  inconsiderable  share  of  influence 
over  his  conduct  in  that  capacity.  He  consi- 
dered the  Americans  merely  as  rebels,  and 
treated  them  as  if  the  .great  national  resistance 
they  were  now  making  on  principle,  was  only 
to  be  considered  as  the  act  of  a  few  daring  and 
Treatment  turbulcut  splrits,  rfsing  against  laws  of  unques- 
tionable  obligation,  who  would  soon  be  quelled, 
and  punished  for  their  disobedience  to  legiti- 
mate authority;  and  who  would  never  possess, 
or  would  never  dare  to  use  the  means  of  reta- 
liating  the  injuries  inflicted  on  them.  In  this 
spirit,  so  well  calculated  to  add  to  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  and  to  increase  the  miseries  of  the 
human  race,,  some  distinguished  characters  in 
Boston,  especially  mr.  Lovel,  and  the  Ameri- 
can officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  into  his  hands, 
were  thrown  into  the  common  jail  of  felons, 
and  treated,  without  respect  to  military  rank 
or  condition,  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  but  as 
state  criminals. 

This  unjustifiable  measure  was  remonstrated 
against  by  general  Washington,  who  consider- 
ing political  opinion  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion,  and  **  conceiving  the  obligations  of  hu- 
ipanity,  and  the  claims  of  rank,  to  be  univer- 
sally  binding,  except  in  the  case  of  retaliation ; 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  23 

expressed  the  hope  he  had  entertained,  that  chap.l 
they  would  have  induced,  on  the  part  of  the  irre. 
British  general,  a  conduct  more  conformable 
to  the  rights  they  gave.  While  he  claimed  the 
benefit  of  these  rights,  he  declared  his  deter- 
mination  to  be  regulated  entirely  iahis  conduct 
towards  the  prisoners  who  should  fall  into  his 
hands,  by  the  treatment  which  those,  in  the 
power  of  the  British  general^  should  receive.'* 

To  this  letter,  a  very  haughty  and  intempe- 
rate answer  was  returned,  in  which  complaints 
concerning  the  treatment  of  prisoners  were 
retorted;  and  it  was  affected  to  be  considered 
as  an  instance  of  clemency,  that  tjie  cord  was 
not  applied  to  those  whose  imprisonment  was 
complained  of*  To  this  answer,  for  which  not 
even  the  then  peculiar  state  of  things  can  afford 
a  palliative,  general  Washington  gave  a  manly 
and  dignified  reply:  which  was,  he  said,  *Sto 
close  their  correspondence,  perhaps,  forever:" 
and  which  he  concluded  with  saying,  **  if  your 
officers,  our  prisoners,  receive  from  me  a  treat- 
ment different  from  what  I  wished  to  show^ 
them,  they  and  you  will  remember  the  occa- 
sion of  it." 

The  result  of  this  correspondence  was  com- 
municated to  the  council  of '  MaBsachussetts, 
who  were  requested  to  orcler  the  British  officers 
then  at  Watertown,  and  elsewhere,  on  parole, 
to  be  confined  in  close  jail,  and  the  soldiers  to 
be  sent  to  such  place  of  security  as  the  general 
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cMftg  man  flhooid  dndt*  He  irafues^edf  durt  dm 
imi  nftftiW^finr  this  conduct,  whrch  might  otheiLr 
wiM-'  inpif^se:  handi  and  orud,  should^  be  ent^ 
]^iiitisttiti$;fho^w&o  sufered  under  it;  and^thi^ 
efltotV  dtbibu0$dt  to  its  i^easl^  cause!.  Oh-  thd 
Msidli^  giAiei'Si  G«(g6,  the:  command  dev6lvb(t 
^W  siar  Williblii  Hcfwey  Mthx>&6  cohdm^t  Wds^  le^ 
^mcpAotmUy;  ittid  this  rigorous  treatbeHir  otf 

]ffd«  lOn^  dftor^  thisi  colonel  Ethan-AUenV  a 
gentkmmv  nenuirkable  for  the  botdnesB*  and 
elft^i46r  ofi  Us  chmraoter,  who  had  distin:.* 
guicfj^ed^'hitiiwlf^aifioiig'  those  parties  that  took) 
the'fotl^otlithe'l^esf,-  arfd  who'Was^'  ambitious: 
<tP  contfnuhi^  W  aotjuire  fotne,  and  to  rendefJ 
sretviofe;  not'  iii*  the*  ordinary  routine  of  duty,- 
^^atibiBd^sKg^bM:  Motttt^al  at  the  head  of  a^fevr 
vc*titt1fe«rsp;  while?  general  IVfontgomery  wasi 
emplc^^*'  bvibre^  Stv  Jefans.  This*  bold  bur 
ra^h  projetet  Wfifir  sObn  discoftoferted.  His  party 
\mf  routed;  said  himself  made  a  prisoner. 
Xfnder  ptttt^  of  his  having  ac^ed  without 
authority,  lfe*it«5  thrown  into  irons,  and  sent' 
toE^lanfd'  a«^»  a'*ti^tbr* 

On  being  informed  of  this  treatment,   and- 
whlle'  he^  Wa^yet  in  Canada,  congress  requested 
the  commands  in  chief  to   inquire  into  the" 
fli€t:     Alettef  wais  thereupon  addressed  to  sir' 
William  Howe;  requiring  an  eclaircissement, 
and  assuring  him  that  general  Prescott,   who 
bad  been  taken  in  Canada,  and  who  was  under- 
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Stood  to  have  ccmtributed  to  the  mjuries  in-  chap.l 
flicted  <Mi  colonel  Allen ;  should,  receive  exactly  \  r r  6. 
the  fite  of  that  officer. 

General  Howe  not  holding  any  authority  in 
Canada,  or  not  choosing  to  answer  the  letter, 
General  Schuyler  was  directed  to  make  partis 
cular  inquiries .  into  the  conduct  of  general 
Prescott ;  and  congress,  on  being  informed  of 
the  result  of  the  application,  ordered  that  officer 
intd  close  jail.* 

A  physician  and  his  servant  were  permitted 
to  attend  him;  and  on  the  report  of  the  former, 
that  in  his  delicate  state  of  health,  the  damps 
of  a  jail  might  endanger  his  life,  he  w^  re- 
moved to  private  lod^ngs,  where  he  was  still 
gnaKkd  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  experiencing 
Ac  doom  which  might  be  inflicted  on  colonel 
Allen.  The  other  prisoners  of  war  continued 
to  be  treated  with  all  the  indulgence  compatible 
widi  their  security. 

On  the  arrival  of  admiral,  and  general  Howe, 
at  New  York,  the  system,  which  had  been  so 
long  very  absurdly  maintained,  was  abandoned, 
and  an  exchange  of  prisoners  was  agreed  on.f 


*   Congress  also  directed  an  application  to  general  . 
Carleton  on  this  subject;  and  general  Schuyler  was  re*, 
quested  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  send  a  flag  respect* 
ing  it.  ; 

t  The  American  regulations  for  the  custody  of  their 
prisoners  had  heretofore  b^en  ,such»  that  this  s^reeinQiit 
VOL.  III.  E 
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CHAP.  I.  There  was  not,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the 
irre.  Americans,  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners 
to  redeem  those  taken  from  them  by  the 
enemy ;  and  consequently,  many  of  their  citi- 
zens still  remained  in  confinement.  From 
them,  complaints  were  continually  received,  of 
experiencing  the  most  severe  and  cruel  treat- 
ment. They  complained  of  sufiering  almodt 
the  extremity  of  &mine,  and  that  even  the 
scanty  supply  of  provisions  allowed  them  waa 
unsound.  In  addition  to  this»  they  were 
crowded  into  prison  ships,  where,  their  wanta 
being  entirely  unattended  to,  they  became  tbei 
victimus  of  disease.  These  disgraceful  mear 
sures  were  supposed  to  have  been  taken  ki 
order  to  compel  the  wretched  sufferefs  to 
engage  in  the  British  service*  When  charged 
with  a  conduct  so  unworthy  his  character  and 

was  slowly  executed*  No  commissary  of  prisoners  hav* 
ing  been  appointed,  they  had  been  turned  over  to  the 
different  states  and  committees,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  search  out  and  collect  them,  in  order  to  their  exchange. 
Great  delays  were  unayoidably  pcoduced  by  this  itate  of 
things,  and  the  suffering  Americans  wei%  taught  to  im* 
pute  the  continuance  of  their  captivity  to  their  own  gene* 
ral.  In  addition  to  this,  it  not  unfrequently  happened 
that  the  British  prisoners  were  sent  in  without  the  know- 
ledge of  general  Washington,  and^  in  seme  cases,  they 
passed  unobserved,  with  permits  from  the  state  autiiority, 
through  his  camp,  directly  into  that  of  the  enemy.  In 
consequence  of  these  irregularities,  and  the  remonstrances 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  a  commissary  of  prisoners  was 
at  iength  appointed)  and  exchanges  were  regularly  ni«de» 
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CHtf.L 


statioii}  ftir  William  Howe  positively  denied  its 
tfiith*  It  would  certainly  be  unjust  to  ascribe  1776» 
to  an  officer  who^  though  perhaps  severe  in  his 
temper,  did  not  mingle  in  his  general  system^ 
cruelties  which  would  not  have  been  practised 
in  Other  wars,  a  degree  of  inhumanity  to  those 
entirely  in  his  power;  which,  if  true,  ought 
f(»^ver  to  tarnish  his  reputation.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  his  own  supplies  of  proviaions 
were  for  a  time  not  the  best  or  most  plen* 
tiful)  and  that  the  American  soldiers,  before 
being  captured,  were  very  sickly ;  but  the 
excessive  mortality  prevailing  among  them 
can  be  accounted  fw  on  no  ordinary  principles; 
and  those  least  inclined  to  criminate  withput 
cause,  have  ever  been  persuaded,  that,  if  hff 
orders  (Ud  not  produce  the  distress  which 
existed,  his  authority  was  certainly  not  inters* 
posed  with  sufficient  energy,  to  correct  the 
abuses  complained  of.  This  inattention  was 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  was  injurious  to 
the  British  interest  4  for  had  the  Americans, 
captsred  in  battle,  been  properly  attended  to, 
and  their  lives  preserved,  the  enemy  would 
have  received  soldiers  in  exchange  for  citizens, 
whose  terms  of  service  had  expired,  and  who 
mi^t,  or  might  not  re-inlist 

The  capture  of  general  Lee  furnished  an  ad- 
ditional ground  of  controversy  on  the  subject 
of  prisoners.  As  he  had  been  an  officer  in  the 
British  service,    whose  resignation,  perhaps, 

£  2 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC  " 


28  'I'HE  Lttie  O? 

cHA»'»-  had  not  been  received  when  he  entered  into 
1776.  that  of  America,  a  disposition  was  at  first  mani-^ 
fested  to  treat  him  as  a  deserter  and  a  traitor, 
rather  than  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  there- 
fore closely  confined,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  experienced  any  other  particular  hardship* 
On  receiving  information  of  this  circumstance, 
a  resolution  was  entered  into  by  congress, 
directing  general  Howe  to  be  assufed,  that  if 
the  exchange  which  was  offered  of  the  six  field 
officers  taken  atTrenton,  for  generalLee,  should  • 
be  rejected,  and  the  severe  treatment  already 
experienced  by  him  continued,  lieutenant  colo- 
nel Campbell,  and  five  Hessian  field  officers^ 
shduld  be  detained,  and  should  experience  pre- 
cisely the  treatment  which  might  be  suffered  by 
general  Lee.  This  proposition  not  having 
been  accepted,  orders  were  given  for  putting 
this  threat  into  execution.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Campbell  and  five  Hessian  field  officers  were 
taken  into  close  custody,  and,  they  were 
assured  that  the  resolution  above  mentioned, 
should  be  strictly  enforced. 

The  sentiments  of  the  commander  in  chief 
on  the  subject  of  retaliation,  seem  to  have 
been  less  severe  than  those  of  congress.  So 
great  was  his  abhorrence  of  the  cruelties  such 
a  practice  seemed  calculated  to  generate,  that 
he  thought  it  should  only  be  adopted  in  a  case 
of  absolute  and  apparent  necessity.  Not  be- 
lieving that  of  general  Lee  to  be  such  a  case. 
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he  remonstrated*  strongly  to  congress  on  the  xhap.  l 
impolicy  of  their  resolutions,  and  stated  the  irre, 
long  train  of  evils,  which  were  to  be  appte- 
hended  from  them.  But  on  this  subject  con- 
gress remained  inflexible,  and  the  officers 
designated  as  the  objects  for  retaliation,  were 
kept  in  rigorous  confinement,  until  general 
Lee  was  declared  to  be  a  prisoner  of  war. 

The  resolutions  of  congress,  too,  respecting 
the  prisoners  taken  at  the  Cedars,  produced 
tio  small  degree  of  embarrassmerit  and  chagrin 
to  the  commander  in  chief.  On  the  allegation 
that  the  terms  of  capitulation  had  been  infracted 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  that  the  savages 
had  been  permitted  to  murder  some  of  the  pri- 
soners,  and  to  plunder  others,  they  withheld 
their  sanction  from  the  agreement  entered  into 
by  general  Arnold  with  captain  Foster,  and 
refused  to  allow  other  prisoners  to  be  returned 
in  exchange  for  those  liberated  under  that 
agreement,  until  the  murderers  should  be  given 
up,  and  compensation  should  be  made  for  the 
baggage  said  to  have  been  plundered.  The 
feet  alleged  was  by  no  means  so  clearly  estab- 
fished,  that  the  common  opinion  of  mankind 
must,  at  once,  have  been  pronounced  in  favour 
of  the  justice  of  the  dec^ion  made  by  congress. 
Indeed  it  was  explicitly  denied  by  some  Ame- 
rican officers,  who  were  among  the  prisoners, 

•  See  MUy  JVb.  /.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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CHAP.-!,  and  particularly  by  captain  SuUivatt,  who  had 
1775.  been  delivered  up  as  one  of  the  hostages  finr  the 
performance  of  the  treaty. 

Sir  William  Howe  pressed  general  Washing«^ 
ton  very  closely  on  this  subject.  He  reminded 
him  of  the  importance  of  a  punctilious  obset^ 
vance  of  iaith,  plighted  in  engagements  like  that 
made  by  general  Arnold ;  and  he  persisted  to 
hold  the  commander  in  chief  personally  bound 
for  an  honourable  compliance  with  military  sti- 
pulations  entered  into  by  an  officer  under  his 
authority. 

General  Washington  felt  the  keenness  of  the 
reproach,  and  was  urgent  with  congress  to 
change  their  resolutions  on  this  subject;  but 
his  remonstrances  were  for  ^  long  time  unavail- 
ing. 

After  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  in  New 
York  had  been  extreme,  and  great  numbers 
had  perished  in  confinement,  the  survivera 
were  liberated  and  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
being  exchanged ;  but  so  miserable  was  their 
condition,  that  vast  numbers  of  them  died  on 
their  way  home.  For  the  dead,  as  well  as  the 
living,  the  British  general  claimed  a  return  of 
prisoners ;  and  on  the  peremptory  refusal  of 
general  Washington  M  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, and  on  his  refusing  also  to  exchange 
lieutenant  colonel  Campbell,  and  some  Hessian 
officers  taken  at  Trenton,  until  general  Lee 
should  be  declared  a  prisoner  of  war,  a  very 
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offifinfiive  letter  was  written  to  him  by  lieutentnt  cwa».i. 
colond  Wolcott,  who  had  been  employed  to  irr^ 
settle  the  terms  of  a  general  cartel,  which  pro* 
duced  an  angry  correspondence  between  the 
commanders  of  the  two  armies,  which  exhibits 
the  charges  of  the  one,  and  the  defence  of  the 
other. 

The  complaints  of  America  on  this  subject 
seemed  the  better  founded,  because  sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  had  rejected  an  applicaticm  made 
to  him  by  general  Washington,  to  permit  an 
agent  for  furnishing  their  prisoners  with  neces- 
sary supplies,  to  reside  in  New  York. 

The  advantages  derived  by  America  fromMtaWme 
her  maritime  exertions,  have  already  been* 
cursorily  noticed.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts 
made  in  every ^other  direction,  it  would  have 
been  absolutely  impracticable  to  have  obtained 
sufficient  quantities  of  ammunition  far  the  im- 
mediate use  of  the  army  but  for  some  fortu- 
nate captures,  and  successful  enterprises,  made 
at  »ea,  either  by  the  ships  of  war  belonging  to 
the  public,  or  by  privateers  fitted  out  by  indi. 
viduafai.  The  supplies  of  that  essential  articlci 
even  with  the  aid  derived  from  this  source, 
were  precarious,  and  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  war;  but  without  those 
aids,  it  would  seem  that  the  military  operations 
of  the  army  must  not  only  have  been  enfeebled, 
but  entkttly  su^ended. 
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cHAP.t  It  was  not  in  the  capture  of  ammunition  and 
1776.  arms  only,  that  the  enterprising  naval  spirit  of 
the  Americans  rendered  essential  service  to 
their  country.  The  non- importation  agree- 
ments  which  preceded  the  war,  and  excluded 
the  usual  supply  of  goods  for  ordinary  con- 
sumption,  had  left  the  continent,  in  a  great 
measure,  destitute  of  articles  necessary  to 
clothe  its  inhabitants  in  the  accustomed  manner. 
Internal  manufactures  had  supplied,  but  in  a 
very  small  degree,  the  deficiency  produced  by 
non-importation;  and  when  congress  proceeded 
to  raise,  an  army,  the  continent  scarcely  afforded 
.  the  clothes  or  blankets  necessary  for  its  use. 
The  sufferings  for  these  articles,  though  great- 
est in  the  army,  were  extended  to  citizens  ki 
private  life.  The  want  of  them  was  felt  uni- 
versally. This  want  was  relieved,  in  some 
degree,  by  captures  from  the  enemy  at  sea. 
The  goods  thus  taken  would,  at  any  period, 
and  in  any  state  of  things,  have  constituted  an 
item  well  worth  attention ;  but  at  this  time, 
they  were  of  inestimable  value.  The  prizes 
made  by  the  American  cruisers  in  the  year 
1776,  are  said,  by  some  English  authors,  to 
have  been  estimated  at  one  million  sterling; 
and  their  amount  is  believed,  in  America,  to 
have  been  more  considerable.  It  has  been 
stated  by  persons  conversant  with  that  subject, 
that  the  captures  made  by  the  cruizers  of 
Massachussetts  alone^  exceeded  those  made  by 
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France  and  Spain  in  any  one  year  of  the  war  chap.l 
which  terminated  in  1763.  1776. 

Unfortunately,  congress  did  not  in  time 
adopt  the  system  of  clothing  their  troops  them- 
selves ;  and  though  in  the  beginning  of  1776 
the  secret  committee  was  charged  with  taking 
measures  to  import  a  large  quantity  of  clothing, 
yet  they  did  not  arrive  to  supply  the  demands 
of  that  year.  For  want  of  tfiose  timely  exer- 
tions which  probably  would  have  been  made, 
had  the  system  of  furnishing  clothes  from  the 
continental  stores  been  originally  adopted, 
many  prize  clothes,  which  might  have  saved 
from  disease  and  death,  soldiers  exposed  to  the 
hardships  of  a  winter  campaign,  were  suffered 
to  pass  into  the  hands  of  private  individuals. 
In  the  eastern  country,  where  these  prizes 
were  generally  brought,  the  local  governments 
were  able  to  make  some  provision  for  the 
clothing  of  their  quotas  of  troops;  but  the  suf- 
ferings  of  the  quotas  of  the  middle  and  southern 
states,  as  far  as  Virginia  inclusive,  during  the 
severe  winter  campaign  of  1776... 7,  were 
extreme. 

It  having  been  understood  that  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition  was  in  the  royal  maga- 
zines  in  the  island" of  New  Providence,  com- 
modore Hopkins  with  the  fleet  consisting  of 
five  vessels,  the  largest  of  which  carried 
twenty;  nine  pounders,  on  her  lower  deck, 
and  six,  ten  pounders  on  her  upper  deqk,  was 

VOL.  III.  *   f 
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cHAP.L  detached  to  seize  it,  and  bring  it  to  the  conti- 
irre.  ncnt.  The  delays  after  landing  were  such, 
that  the  governor  obtained  intelligence  of  his 
approach,  long  enough  before  he  reached  the 
town,  to  remove  the  powder:  and  thus  the 
expedition  failed  of  its  principal  object;  but 
other  military  stores  of  considerable  value  were 
taken  ;  and  on  its  return,  the  fleet  made  several 
prizes. 

On  the  east  end  of  Long  island,  commodore 
Hopkins  fell  in  with  the  Glasgow,  captain 
Howe,  carrying  twenty,  nine  pounders,  and  an 
engagement  ensued,  which  lasted  several  hours. 
The  Glasgow,  after  having  damaged  the  ves- 
sels of  the  American  flotilla  very  considerably, 
made  all  sail  for  Newport,  and  was  not  pursued. 
That  she  was  able  to  maintain  a  close  fight,  a 
considerable  time,  with  a  force  so  very  superior 
to  her  own,  and  then  to  extricate  herself  from 
it,  excited  some  chagrin  in  America,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  commodore  was  very  much 
censured. 

When  the  seat  of  war  was  transferred  to  New 
York,  and  some  of  the  British  ships  passed  up 
the  North  river,  an  experiment  was  made  of 
the  efficacy  of  a  defence  by  gallies,  %vhich  had 
been,  in  some  degree,  relied  on.  A  detach- 
ment of  soldiers  was  put  on  board  them,  and 
the  Phoenix,  lying  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
Haverstraw  was  attacked  by  them.  The  expe- 
riment turned  out  unfavourably.    .  The  Phoenix 
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sustained  little,  if  any  injury,  and  the  gallies  chap,  l 
were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  several  of  them  irre. 
which  were  sunk  in  the  action. 

The  extraordin^y  spectacle  has  been  exhib- 
ited of  thirteen  distinct  colonies,  possessing  at 
first  no  legitimate  government;  and  afterwards 
when  they  became  states,  possessing  govern- 
ments entirely  independent  of  each  other,  car- 
rying on,  conjointly,  by  themselves  and  by 
their  deputies,  a  burdensome  war  against  one 
of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world;  rai- 
sing  armies  on  the  most  expensive,  as  well  as 
dangerous  establishment;  carrying  on  distant 
expeditions,  and  equipping  an  efficient,  though 
a  small  navy;  without  commerce,  and  without 
revenue •  Credit  became  a  substitute  for  re- 
venue; but  it  required  all  the  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm which  then  animated  the  bosoms  of  indi- 
viduals, and  which  silenced  for  a  time  every 
calculation  of  cold  and  interested  prudence,  to 
furnish  this  substitute. 

Congress  emitted  paper  money,  and  pledged  ?>?«•« 
the  faith  of  their  <X)nstitu€nts  for  its  redemp- 
tion. The  opinion  was  almost  universal,  that 
this  faith  would  be  sacredly  observed.  In  some 
of  the  colonies,  as  in  Virginia,  depreciation 
had  never  been  known.  Only  small  sums  of 
paper  had  been  issued,  and  those  sums  had 
been  mostly  called  in  by  taxes,  without  having 
ever  taken  a  real^  inferior  to  their  nominal 
value.  Among  persons  thus  circumstanced, 
p2 
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CHAP.  I.  paper  was  received  %vithout  suspicion,  and  its 
irre.  depreciation  was  not  soon  observed.  To  the 
eastward,  and  further  to  the  southward,  where 
the  subject  was  better  understood^  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  they  engaged  in  the  contest, 
and  the  hope  that  it  would  not  be  of  long  dura- 
tion, fiuTiished  motives  for  giving  a  value  to 
paper,  which  overbalanced  the  apprehensions 
their  past  experience  might  otherwise  have 
excited. 

There  were  other  causes  which,  in  some 
degree,  aided  the  first  admission  of  paper  bills 
into  common  circulation.  The  nature  of  the 
colonial  commerce  had  not  been  favourable  to 
the  introduction  of  large  quantities  of  specie. 
There  were  in  America  but  few  large  cities. 
The  people  were  spread  over  an  .extensive 
country,  covered  with  %voods,  which  they 
cleared  with  immense  labour,  and  the  soil  of 
which  they  cultivated  for  subsistence.  Having 
but  little  of  that  circuitous  commerce,  of  which 
the  precious  metals  will,  necessarily,  in  part, 
constitute  a  medium;  their  produce  was  re- 
mitted directly  to  the  country  from  whence 
their  goods  were  received,  and  the  surplus 
almost  immediately  assumed  the  form  of  labour, 
for  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  their 
lands.  This  was  more  especially  the  situation 
of  the  middle  and  southern  colonies,  whose 
commerce  was  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  British 
merchants,  who  received  the  crops  of  the  plan- 
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ters,  furnished  them  with  goods,  and  gave  the  chap.l 
industrious  credit  for  the  purchase  of  lands  or    1776. 
slaves.     This  species  of  commerce  would  in- 
troduce  and  require,  in  a  new  country,  but 
very  inconsiderable  quantities  of  the  precious 
metals. 

When  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
was  cut  off,  and  the  credit  of  the  people  of  the 
country  with  their  merchants  no  longer  existed, 
a  part  of  the  gold  and  silver  in  circulation,  at  no 
time  equal  to  the  demand,  disappeared.  This 
eflfect  was  produced,  in  part,  by  remittances 
to  Europe;  in  part  by  collections  made  by 
government  for  essential  purposes,  among 
which  was  the  expedition  to  Canada;  and  per- 
haps, still  more,  by  being  hoarded  up  by  those 
who,  not  being  under  the  influence  of  the 
general  feeling,  foresaw  the  effects  which  must 
be  produced  by  the  large  emissions  the  war 
would  render  inevitable.  This  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals,  connected 
with  the  loss  of  that  particular  species  of  credit 
which  had  been  found  to  be  a  substitute  for 
specie,  produced  a  real  necessity  for  a  circu- 
lating medium,  to  answer  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  society.  This  necessity,  which  for 
the  moment  was  very  sensibly  felt,  co-operated, 
with  the  real  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  to  facilitate  the  circulation,  on  a  par 
with  gold  and  silver,  of  bills  of  credit  issued 
by  an  authority  which  all  acknowledged;  and 
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'  CHAP,  I.  although  no  specific  funds  were  pledged  for 
1 776.  their  redemption,  nor  were  there  any  in  the 
power  of  government  in  any  degree  competent 
to  that  object;  yet  common  opinion  supplied 
the  want  of  these  substantial  requisites,  and  he 
would  have  been  thought  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, who  had  manifested  a  suspicion  that  the 
public  faith  would  not  be  religiously  observed* 
On  this  delicate  subject,  a  resolution  of  con- 
gress was  passed  so  early  as  January  1776, 
denouncing  against  those  who  should  discou- 
rage the  circulation  of  the  paper  money,  the 
penalty  of  being  held  up  as  enemies  of  their 
country. 

It  was  however  impossible  that  this  delusion 
could  be  permanent,  or  that  it  should,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  complete  with  men  of  reflection 
and  experience.  Although  a  coniRdence  in  the 
engagements  of  government  might  not  for  a 
time  be  shaken;  yet  as  the  paper  bills  were 
continually  emitted,  without  being  capable  of 
finding  their  way  into  other  countries,  it  was 
impossible  to  conceal,  from  those  who  would 
permit  themselves  to  think,  the  dangerous  truth, 
that  the  mere  quantity  in  circulation,  would  so 
sensibly  impair  their  value,  as  to  render  im- 
practicable their  redemption  at  par. 

This  truth,  however,  which  was  not  univer- 
sally perceived,  was  cautiously  concealed  by 
the  friends  of  the  revolution;  and  if  uttered  by 
its  enemies,   the   declaration  was  deemed  a 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  39 

crime    which   merited    the    severest   punish-  chap.t. 
ment,  1776. 

Aware,  however,  that  it  must  in  time  be  be- 
trayed by  its  effects,  the  utmost  exertions  of 
congress  were  used  to  procrastinate,  as  much  as 
possible,  an  event,  the  arrival  of  which,  should 
the  war  be  of  long  continuance,  was  foreseen  to 
be  inevitable ;  and  which  must  be  attended  with 
difficulties,  there  %vere  no  apparent  means  of 
surmounting.  The  emissions  therefore,  were 
as  small  as  possible;  and  the  disbursements  of 
money  were  so  parsimonious,  as  almost  to 
produce  the  mischief  dreaded  from  that  abso- 
lute want  of  pecuniary  resource,  which  would 
be  experienced  when  the  public  credit  should 
fail. 

But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  congress  to 
regulate  the  amount  of  paper  bilk,  which  should 
come  into  circulation.  The  right  to  emit  them 
was  possessed  by  every  local  government,  as 
well  as  by  that  of  the  union;  and  this  right  * 
was  very  liberally  exercised. 

The  consequences  of  thus  augmenting  the 
quantity  of  bills  put  into  circulation,  were 
foreseen  with  trembling  apprehensions;  while 
the  means  for  counteracting  the  mischief  could 
only  be  recommended. 

To  economize  disbursements,  and  to  call 
in  by  taxes  a  part  of  the  sums  disbursed, 
thereby  diminishing  the  quantity,  and  increa- 
sing the  demand,  were  the  only  possible  means 
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CHAP.L  of  preventing  such  an  accumulation  of  paper 
1 776.  money,  as  infallibly  to  continue  its  depreciation, 
until  it  should  entirely  cease  to  be  a  circulating 
medium.  The  disbursements  were  placed  in 
too  many  hands  to  be  economized,  and  the 
power  of  taxation  was  not  in  congress.  That 
body  could  only  recommend  the  imposition  of 
taxes,  and  their  recommendations  were,  per- 
haps, the  less  attended  to,  because,  whatever 
might  be  the  public  exigencies,  the  measure, 
was  at  all  times  unpopular,  and  could  only  be 
effectual  by  being  universal.  It  was  most 
earnestly  recommended,  first,  to  the  several 
colonies,  and  then  to  the  states,  to  adopt  mea- 
sures to  redeem  their  quotas  of  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  congress;  but  such  was  the 
d&nger  apprehended  from  immediate  taxation, 
that  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  of  the 
first  emission  was  to  be  postponed  until  1779, 
by  which  time,  it  was  certain,  the  depreciation 
must  be  considerable.  This  can  be  accounted 
for  only  by  the  difficulty  of  collecting  taxes 
before  the  declaration  of  independence;  the 
difficulty  of  paying  them  without  commerce; 
and  the  fear  that  their  burden  might  detach 
many  from  a  war  avowedly  undertaken  to 
oppose  taxation. 

In  consequence  of  these,  or  other  causes, 
taxation  was  not  commenced  until  depreciation 
had  made  considerable  progress;  and  then 
the  remedy  was  so  sparingly  applied,  as  very 
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little  to  affect  the  disease.  Indeed,  it  remains  chap.l 
to  this  moment  uncertain,  whether  the  good,  irre. 
or  the  ill  which  would  have  been  produced  by 
an  early  attention  to  this  subject,  and  a  differ- 
ent conduct,  would  most  have  predominated: 
whether  the  advantages  of  checking  deprecia- 
tion,  or  the  discontents  it  would  have  excited, 
would  most  have  operated  on  the  war. 

Taxation,  the  unpleasant  but  only  effectual 
mode  of  preventing  as  much  as  possible  the 
rapid  increase  pf  the  quantity  of  paper  money  in 
circulation,  being  rejected,  as  an  experiment 
too  dangerous  to  be  made;  artificial  substitutes 
were  resorted  to.  A  loan  was  proposed  to  be 
opened  for  borrowing  five  million  of  continental 
dollars,  on  an  interest  of  four  per  centum  per 
annum,  the  principal  to  be  repaid  in  tftree 
years.  For  the  accommodation  of  lenders,  an 
office  was  to  be  opened  in  each  state,  and  the 
interest  was  to  be  paid  annually,  and  the  prin- 
cipal returned  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
in  the  state  where  the  loan  was  made.  No 
certificate  of  loan  was  to  be  granted  for  a  less 
sum  than  three  hundred  dollars.  A  hope  was 
entertained,  that  the  loan  would  fill  immediately; 
that  it  would  diminish  the  quantity  of  money 
in  circulation;  and  that  the  certificates,  issued 
in  lieu  of  the  money  received,  would  not  be 
brought  into  ordinary  use,  so  as  to  take  the 
place  of  the  money  borrowed.  In  addition  to 
the  greater  value  of  the  certificates  fi-om  their 
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CHAP.  L  bearing  interest,  it  was  supposed  that  the 
1776.  largeness  of  the  sums  would  unfit  them  for 
ordinary  purposes. 

The  scheme  of  a  lottery  in  four  classes  was 
also  suggested,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to 
raise,  at  different  periods,  about  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  but  the  principal 
advantage  contemplated  was,  to  draw  in  a  large 
knm  of  continental  money  by  the  sales  of  the 
tickets,  to  retain  with  the  consent  of  the  suc- 
cessful adventurers,  the  small  prizes  in  each 
class,  for  tickets  in  the  succeeding  class,  and 
the  large  prizes  on  loan. 

These  experiments  were  of  small  avaiL 
The  effects  of  a  cause  so  certain  and  so  pow- 
crful  in  its  operations,  the  action  of  which  was 
so  *^erpetual,  could  not  have  been  prevented 
by  any  means  in  the  power  of  the  United  States; 
and  could  have  been  retarded  only  by  measures 
infinitely  more  energetic  than  these,  or  perhaps 
any  others  that  could  safely  have  been  used. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  emissions  which 
v/ere  unavoidably  made,  andthe  absolute  want 
of  any  other  fund  than  the  public  faith  to  sup- 
port their  credit,  no  difference  between  paper 
money  and  specie  was  generally  perceived, 
until  the  campaign  of  1776  had  far  advanced. 

The  real  depreciations  early  in  1777,  became 
considerable;  but  it  was  still  mistaken  by  many 
for  a  rise  in  the  price  of  every  article  brought 
to  market,  and  it  was  thought  practicable  to 
check  it  by  the  application  of  violent  remedies. 
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In  a  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  chap.l 
the  value  of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  con-  irre. 
gress,  and  of  guarding  against  the  pernicious 
artifices  of  the  enemies  of  American  liberty  to 
impair  their  credit,  it  was  declared  that  who- 
ever, in  any  purchase,  sale,  or  barter,  whatever, 
shall  rate  gold  or  silver  coin  higher  than  the 
continental  bills  of  credit,  ought  to  be  deemed 
an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  forfeit  the  value  of  the  money  or  other 
thing,  in  the  purchase,  sale,  ot  barter,  of 
which  this  difference  of  value  was  made;  and 
it  was  recommended  to  the  several  states  to 
pass  laws  to  this  effect. 

It  was  also  recommended  to  the  respective 
legislatures  to  pass  laws  declaring  these  bills  a 
tender  in' payment  of  all  debts,  and  that  a  refii* 
sal  of  them  when  tendered,  should  amount  to 
an  abolition  of  the  debt. 

These  attempts  to  regulate  by  law  the  value 
of  an  article  depending  solely  on  public  opinion, 
were  accompanied  by  other  recommendations 
better  calculated  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

The  public  feith  had  indeed  been  plighted 
by  congress  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills; 
but  the  substantial  power  to  perform  the  en- 
gagement rested  with  the  state  sovereignties. 
In  the  first  moments  of  the  war,  a  suspicion 
that  these  sovereignties  could  have  failed,  or 
hesitated  to  comply  with  the  recommendations 
made,  or  engagements  entered  into  by  congress 
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CHAP.L  for  the  common  benefit,  would  have  been 
1776.  deemed  highly  criminal,  and  might  have  sub- 
jected  the  person  who  harboured  it,  to  the 
very  serious  charge  of  hostility  to  American 
liberty.  But  to  engage  the  different  states  to 
pledge  themselves  for  the  redemption  of  these 
bills  at  the  time  fixed  by  congress,  was  now 
thought  a  prop  to  their  credit,  not  to  be  disre- 
garded; and  it  was  recommended  to  them  to 
pass  resolutions  to  that  effect. 

It  was  also  earnestly  recommended  to  them 
to  commence,  at  an  earlier  period  than  had  been 
at  first  proposed;  the  only  plan  which  could 
afford  effectual  aid,  and  immediately  to  impose 
such  taxes,  as  the  present  s^ctual  situation  of 
the  people  would  enable  them  to  pay.  They 
were  assured  that  for  all  monies  thus  raised, 
each  state  should  receive  a  credit  with  the 
United  States,  in  its  quota  of  the  public  debt 
that  had  been  apportioned  on  them.  At  the 
same  time  a  further  loan  of  two  millions  was 
voted. 

On  receiving  these  recommendations,  laws 
were  passed  in  the  several  states  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  of  congress. 

The  commercial  situation  of  the  states  from 
Maryland  inclusive  to  the  south,  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  rendered  it  in- 
dispensable to  the  objects  of  justice,  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  cases  not  contem- 
plated in  the  resolutions  of  congress. 
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The  commerce  of  that  extensive  country  had  qcap.l 
been  principally  in  the  hands  of  British  mer-  1776. 
chants,  and  almost  exclusively  carried  on  by 
Britis)i  capital.  In  various  parts  of  it,  Amer- 
ican citizens  had  established  a  credit  witlu 
British  mercantile  houses  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  according  to  which,  goods  were  ship- 
ped to  them,  which  they  retailed  also  on  credit. 
Annual  remittances  were  made  to  a  considerable 
amount,  but  there  remained  always  due  to  the 
wholesale  merchant  from  the  retailer  of  his 
goods,  a  large  sum  which  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  planters,  who  generally  preserved  a  credit 
equal  to  their  crops.  In  consequence  of  the 
valuable  staples  possessed  by  those  colonies, 
this  credit  was  extensive,  and  these  debts 
amounted  to  a  very  considerable  sum.  The 
British  merchants,  to  whom  they  were  ulti- 
mately  payable,  were  now  in  Europe,  and  their 
agents  had  left  the  country. 

To  compel  the  American  merchant  by  force 
of  penal  laws  to  receive  the  debt  relied  on  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  that  contracted  by  the 
original  purchase  of  the  goods,  in  an  article 
which  might  become  worthless;  while  his  res- 
ponsibility remained,  and  his  debt,  unimpaired 
in  value,  was  accumulating  with  interest;  was 
deemed  an  injury  to  the  American  citizen, 
which  justice  ought  to  forbid  any  government 
to  practise.  At  the  same  time,  therefore,  that 
laws  were  passed  compelling  the  American  to 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


46  1*H£  LIFE  OF 

cHAP.t   receive  his  debts  in  paper,  he  was  authorized 

1776.    to  pay  those  due  from  him  into  the  public 

treasury;  and  solemnly  assured,  that  this  act 

should  discharge  him,  forever,  from  the  claims 

of  his  creditor. 

We  shall  perceive  in  the  sequel,  that  this 
coercive  system  was  incapable  of  producing 
the  object  for  which  it  was  adopted.  The  loans 
probably  retarded  for  a  time  the  progress  of 
depreciation;  but  taxes  not  having  been  im- 
posed early,  or  so  heavily  as  the  public  exi: 
gences  required,  the  value  of  the  money,  in  spite 
of  every  effort  to  prevent  it,  sunk  so  low,  that 
the  denominations  of  the  bills  became  equal 
to  the  loan  office  certificates,  and  they  in  a  great 
degree  came  also  into  circulation.  After  this 
state  of  things,  loans  could  no  longer  be  of  any 
utility. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  parties  to  the 
present  war  had  been  members  of  the  same 
empire ;  that  no  practical  oppression  had  been 
generally  experienced;  but  that  the  contest 
was  a  contest  of  principle,  in  which  a  claim 
was  resisted,  in  its  commencement,  on  the 
mere  ground  of  right,  the  pressure  of  which 
had  not  been  felt ;  it  will  readily  be  supposed 
that  some  contrariety  of  opinion  must  have 
prevailed  in  every  stage  of  the  controversy.  In 
its  origin,  there  were  very  few  who  took  a 
decisive  part  in  support  of  the  claims  of  ad* 
ministration.     The  opposition  was  made  by 
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the  most  active,  energetic,  and  intelligent;  and  chap.i. 
being  an  opposition  to  ta^^ation,  the  ultimate  1776. 
consequences  of  which  were  neither  generally 
foreseen  nor  apprehended,  was  of  course  very 
popular ;  and  those  who  would  not  then  have 
been  willing  to  encounter  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  afterwards  experienced,  either  joined 
their  countrymen,  or  suffered  themselves  to 
be  borne  along  with  the  great  mass,  without 
inquiring  what  would  be  the  future  result  of 
present  measures. 

As  the  contest  assumed  a  more  serious  aspect, 
and  became  better  understood,  causes  of  irrita- 
tion multiplied,  and  real  injuries  were  sus* 
tained.  The  number  of  those  who  were  deter-  ceneni 
mined,  at  every  hazard,  to  maintain  the  prin-  ^^^^^t^ 
ciple  asserted  by  America,  greatly  increased ; 
but  the  party  disaffected  to  this  opposition  as- 
sumed a  more  distinct  form,  and,  in  many 
parts  of  the  union,  appeared  in  greater  force 
than  had  been  at  first  apprehended. 

So  soon  as  fears  were  entertained  that  the  pen 
might  be  laid  aside,  and  an  appeal  be  made  to 
the  sword,  many  were  found  unwilling  to  en- 
counter  the  danger  and  the  hazards  of  the  con- 
test ;  and  to  be  more  disposed  to  admit  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  parliament,  and  trust 
to  their  not  abusing  it,  than  to  risk  every  thing 
in  order  to  maintain  a  principle,  not  deemed  by 
all  of  equal  importance.  These  men,  who 
were  viewed  with  infinite  ogntempt  and  detest- 
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CHAP.  I.  ation,  by  those  who  believed  that  to  submit  to 
1776,  taxation  unaccompained  by  representation  was 
the  essence  of  slavery,  were  denominated 
tories ;  and  were  exposed  to  the  resentment  of 
their  neighbours,  who  entertained  the  pre- 
vailing opinions. 

The  nominal  government  not  having  been  yet 
changed,  and  all  concurring  in  professions  of 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  even  after  hos- 
tilities had  commenced ;  no  pains  or  penalties 
could  be  ordained  by  law  for  persons  of  this 
,  description ;  but  they  were  held  up  as  enemies 
of  the  liberties  to  America,  after  which  their 
condition  was  worse  than  if  subjected  to  prose- 
cution according  to  legal  rules,  for  offences 
against  established  laws. 

In  many  places,  where  their  numbers  were 
considerable,  they  manifested  a  disposition  to 
take  up  arms,  and  to  enforce  their  opinions  by 
the  sword.  In  North  Carolina,  they  collected 
in  a  very  formidable  body,  but  were  soon. dis- 
persed; and  in  New  York,  similar  dispositions 
were  manifested.  Great  numbers  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  what  was  then  termed  Tryon  county, 
were  disaffected;  and  general  Schuyler  marched 
into  the  country  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of 
militia,  when  a  negotiation  was  entered  into 
with  sir  John  Johnson  their  leader,  which  ter- 
minated in  a  kind  bf  capitulation,  in  which  sir 
John,  and  the  tories  of  his  neighbourhood, 
agreed  to  ^rrender  their  arms,  and  stipulated 
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to  take  no  part  in  the  existing  contest.     The  chap.l 
neighbourhood  of  the  British  army  enabled    1776. 
those  of  the  lower  parts  of  that  state  to  join  the 
rojal  standard  without  danger. 

With  respect  to  persons  of  this  description,  < 
the  conduct  of  those  who  guided  the  councils  ^ 
of  America  was,  at  first,  trulj  lenient.  Those 
taken  in  arms,  were  treated  as  prisoners  of 
war;  and  those  from  whom  danger  was  appre- 
hended, were  not  otherwise  proceeded  against, 
than  to  be  disabled  from  committing  the  mis- 
chief they  meditated. 

Great  confidence  was  placed  by  congress  in 
the  force  of  reason,  accompanied  with  gentle 
treatment;  and  it  was  supposed  there  would 
not  be  many  disaffected,  who  were  not  also 
misinformed.  Under  this  impression,  the  re- 
solutions already  mentioned,  were  passed  in  the 
beginning  of  1776,  recommending  it  strongly 
to  the  different  committees,  and  other  friends 
to  American  liberty,  to  explain  to  those  who 
were  honest,  but  misguided,  the  nature  of  the 
controversy,  and  the  various  steps  which  had 
been  taken  to  effect  an  accommodation.  It  was 
also  recommended  to  proceed  with  additional 
vigour  against  those  more  active  characters, 
from  whom  danger  was  to  be  apprehended.  It 
does  not  however  appear  that  any  strong  pro- 
ceedings were  had  against  the  disaffected  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  they  were 
most  powerful.    In  Long  and  York  islands, 
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CHAP.  I.  where  general  Lee  had  be^n  stationed,  princi« 
1776.  pally  to  counteract  their  machinations,  they 
kept  up,  even  after  the  commander  in  chief 
took  possession  of  those  places  with  the  Amer- 
ican army,  a  regular  intercourse  with  governor 
Tryon,  and  were  detected  in  plans  for  co-ope- 
rating with  the  enemy,  after  lord  and  sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  should  arrive.  General  Washing- 
ton, it  has  been  already  observed,  broke  off 
this  intercourse.  He  also  pressed  the  adoption 
of  such  vigorous  measures  as  woiild  certainly 
disable  the  disaffected  from  practising  the  inju- 
ries they  contemplated.  Their  numbers,  how- 
ever, in  that  part  of  the  country,  were  so  con- 
siderable, as  to  produce  ah  irresolution  of  con- 
duct towards  them;  perhaps  in  the  fear  that 
decisive  measures  might  drive  them  to  arms  on 
the  first  appearance  of  the  enemy. 

From  the  first  moment  that  the  contest  wore 
so  serious  an  aspect  as  to  threaten  hostilities^ 
disaffection  to  the  American  cause  took  a  deci-i 
ded  shape,  and  those  under  its  influence  were 
arranged,  as  a  party,  against  those  measures 
which  were  pursued  by  the  real  representatives 
of  the  people;  yet  numbers  followed  in  the 
rear  of  the  great  mass  of  their  countrymen, 
and  in  a  general  view  were  not  distinguishable 
from  them,  until  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence  was  proposed. 

This  necessary  measure  seemed  to  cut  up  by 
the  roots  every  hope  of  conciliation,  tod  to  ren- 
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der  a  reuoioci  of  the  empire,  which  many  still  cmap.i. 
earnestly  wished,  impracticable,  unless  effected  1776. 
fay  conquest.  Among  these,  there  were  many 
who  persuaded  themselves,  that  the  commis- 
sioners, lord  and  sir  William  Howe,  who  were 
said  to  bear  the  olive  branch  as  well  as  the 
sword,  possessed  powers  which  might  consti- 
tute a  proper  basis  for  negortiation.  This  decla- 
ration amounted,  at  once,  to  a  rejection  of  their 
terms,  and  left  no  road  to  peace,  but  that 
which  might  be  opened  with  the  sword. 

Where  the  previous  measures  of  the  conti- 
nental and  local  governments  had  been  cordially 
and  generally  supported,  the  public  mind  wa,3 
completely  prepared  for  this.  In  New  England, 
Virginia,  and  a  great  part  of  South  Carolina, 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice  was  raised  against 
it.  It  was  not  only  acceded  to  with  alacrity 
when  declared,  but  most  ardently  wished  by  all 
classes  of  people;  and  a  clear  disposition  was 
manifested  in  all,  and  in  some  of  them  exer- 
cised,  even  to  precede  congress  in  making  this 
declaration.  From  New  York  to  Maryland 
inclutive,  the  people  were  more  divided. 
Great  bodies  of  disaffected  were  found,  almost 
sufficient  to  neutralize  such  of  those  states  as 
the  eneipy  might  invade.  In  North  Carolina, 
a  considerable  majority  of  the  country  was 
friendly  to  independence;  but  in  its  bosom 
w^re  powerful  enemies,  ready  to  seize  the  first 
opportunity  which  might  offer  for  the  manifes- 
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j^HAp.t.   tation  of  their  hostility4     Georgia  was  Weak^ 
1776.    and  not  united. 

In  this  state  of  the  public  mind,  the  British 
fleet  and  army  arrived  at  New  York,  and  the 
Howes,  immediately  commenced  their  military 
and  diplomatic  operations.  They  exerted  them* 
selves  to  strengthen  the  opinion,  that  they  were 
clothed  with  pacific  powers  which  might  effect 
an  accommodation,  if  the  bar  created  by  the 
declaration  of  independence  could  be  removed; 
while  congress,  on  the  other  hand,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  revolution,  every  where,  main- 
tained that  they  could  grant  pardons  only  to 
those  who  would  unconditionally  submit. 

The  British  were  received  with  open  arms 
by  the  disaffected,  as  their  deliverers  from  op- 
pression. The  militia  of  the  islands  were 
sufficiently  relied  on  to  be  embodied  for  their 
own  defence,  as  the  army  advanced  into  the 
country ;  and  Ne wYork  and  the  Jerseys  afforded 
corps  of  regulars  equal  to  their  quotas  in  the 
American  army. 

The  orders  issued  by  general  Howe  on  first 
taking  possession  of  that  country,  assured  his 
army  that  they  were  to  consider  themselves 
among  friends,  and  inhibited,  under  the  se- 
verest penalties,  every  species  ofviolei\ce.*  As 
they  advanced  to  the  White  Plains,  the  con- 


•  For  a  violation  of  these  orders,  some  solclj^rs  were 
condemned  and  executed* 
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Vention  of  the  state  entertained  serious  fears  of  chap.l 
a  very  extensive  insurrection,  and  seem  to  have  1776. 
been  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of 
attempting  to  punish  those  who  were  known  to 
be  disaffected,  and  even  of  carrying  that  disaf- 
fection so  iar  as  to  encourage  the  inlisting  of 
men  in  the  British  service.  Fears  were  enter- 
tained that  the  tories  would  seize  the  important 
passes  in  the  highlands,  and  hold  them  for  the 
enemy;  and  it  was  thought  dangerous  to 
attempt  to  call  out  the  militia  of  some  counties 
lest  their  absence  should  encourage  the  disaf- 
fected  behind  them,  to  embody. 

Yet  while  the  seat  of  war  was  in  New  York, 
very  essential  aid  was  given  by  the  militia  of 
that  state:  but  the  main  force  of  the  army  was 
drawn  from  New  England.  Such  was  the  zeal 
and  unanimity  of  those  states,  that  while  the 
enemy  remained  in  their  neighbourhood,  requi- 
sitions for  militia  were  uniformly  complied 
with,  and  they  enabled  the  American  army  to 
keep  up  a  respectable  appearance. 

On  entering  the  Jerseys,  lord  Comwallis 
issued  similar  orders  to  those  which  had  been 
given  by  general  Howe  in  Long  island,  assur- 
ing  the  army  that  the  people  in  general  were 
well  affected  towards  them,  and  forbidding 
them  to  plunder  or  otherwise  injure  the  inhab- 
itants. The  proclamation  offering  protection 
to  those  who  would  come  in,  and  take  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  within  sixty  days  also  con« 
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cHAP.L  tain^d  assurances,  that  the  laws  which  had  been 
1776.    complained  of,  and  whi^h^had  occasioned  the 
war,  would  be  revised; - 

The  spirit  of  resistance  in  Jersey  appeared 
to  have  nearly  spent  itself.  The  American 
cause  was  thought  desperate.  No  manly  effort 
was  made  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  a 
general  disposition  seemed  to  prevail  among 
the  people,  to  save  tliemselves  by  submission. 
A  few  militia  were  in  arms  under  general 
Williamson,  whose  indisposition  compelled 
him  to  leave  the  service,  after  which  they  were 
commanded  by  general  Pickenson;  but  the 
great  body  of  the  country  wa»  cither  with  the 
enemy,  or  felt  too  little  ardour  for  the  common 
cause  to  hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  its 
support.  When  urged  to  take  up  arms,  they 
answered,  "  that  general  Howe  promised  them 
peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  and  they  could  re- 
quire nothing  further.^' 

In  Pennsylvania  too,  a  great  abatement  of 
zeal  was  manifested,  and  though  a  great  part  of 
die  city  of  Philadelphia  remained  firm,  many 
other  parts  of  the  state  seemed  unwilling  to 
engage  themselves  deeper  in  a  controversy, 
concerning  the  issue  of  which,  there  was  so 
much  reason  to  doubt. 

The  condition  of  the  American  army,  and 
the  defects  of  its  interior  organization,  have 
been  occasionally  noticed  in  relating  the  events 
of  the  war.     A  minute  detail  of  all  the  errors 
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in  the  military  system  of  the  United  States  chap.l 
would  ^indeed  display,  but  without  aflFording    1776. 
instruction  or  amusement,  the  immense  diffi- 
culties surmounted  by  the   superior   officers 
generally,  and  especially  by  the  commander  ^l^^^^" 
in   chief.     A  nation  totally  unskilled  in  theS^JSthe 
science  of  war,  if  even  divested  of  prejudices  SSSSicaa 
which  experience   only  can  remove,    would 
certainly,  La  creating  an  army,  omit  many  es- 
sential   parts,  the  indispensable   necessity  of 
which,  time  would  show.     In  no  instance  can 
this  proposition  ever  be  more  completely  veri- 
fied,  than  it  was  during  the  war  which  termi- 
nated in  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 
But  there  were  certain  cardinal  errors  which 
may  be  repeated,  when  the  dangers  they  pro- 
duced, and  by  which  they  were  connected,  shall 
be  forgotten.     Of  these  the  most  material  and 
that  which  has  been  unavoidably  most  noticed, 
because  it  forms  a  most  essential  part  of  Amer- 
ican history,  was  the  too  great  reliance  on  mi- 
litia, and  the  consequent  short  inlistments  of 
the  regular  troops.     Militia  were  not  merely 
depended  on  as  auxiliaries,  and  as  covering 
the  country  from  the  sudden  irruptions  of  small 
parties,  for  which  purposes  they  ought  certainly 
to  be  competent,  and  with  a  view  to  which 
they  will  ever  be  important,  but  they  were 
also  relied. on  as  constituting  the  main  body 
and  strength  of  the  army.     Their  absolute  in- 
capacity  to  maintain  this  station  in  the  military 
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CHAP.L  arrangements  of  any  country,  engaged  in  war 
1776.  with  an  enemy  of  nearly  equal  strength;  em- 
ploying a  permanent  force,  at  all  times  capable 
of  being  used  to  its  utmost  extent,  ^as  demon- 
strated to  the  conviction  of  scepticism  itself; 
and  under  the  weight  of  this  conviction,  every 
effort  was  made  by  congress,  though  almost 
too  late,  to  remedy  the  very  extensive  mischief 
which  this  fatal  error  had  already  produced. 
Not  the  least  of  these  was  the  difficulty  attend, 
ing  all  attempts  to  cure  it. 

Men  unaccustomed  to  submit  their  actions 
to  the  control  of  others,  bear  impatiently  that 
degree  of  authority,  and  submit  reluctantly  to 
that  subordination  so  indispensably  necessary 
to  their  own  safety,  and  without  which  an  army, 
to  use  the  expression  of  general  Washington,  ' 
when  struggling  to  reform  abuses  of  the  most 
dangerous  nature,  **  is  an  armed  mob'^  inca- 
pable of  being  applied  to  the  purposes  of  its' 
creation. 

Raw  soldiers  too  can  seldom  be  induced  to 
pay  that  attention  to  cleanliness,  to  their  per- 
sons,  their  lodging,  their  food,  and  to  many  other 
minute  circumstances,  on  which  the  health  of 
a  large  body  of  men,  collected  together,  essen- 
tially depends.  They  are  therefore  found  to 
be  infinitely  more  exposed  to  disease,  and  to 
be  swept  off  by  sickness  in  much  greater  num. 
bcrs,  than  those  who  have  been  taught  by 
experience  the  value  of  attending  to  those  cir. 
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cumstances  which  the  young  recruit  never  suf-  chap.i. 
ficiently  appreciates.     Of  this,  the  unexampled     1 776. 
jnortality,  of  both  the   northern  and  middle 
armies,  furnished  evidence  as  conclusive,  as  it 
was  melancholy. 

The  total  change  experienced  too  in  their 
situation,  their  duties,  and  mode  of  living, 
contributes,  not  a  little,  to  render  the  military 
life,  in  the  first  instance,  unpleasant  to  those 
ivho  engage  in  it. 

Habit  conquers  these  impressions,  and  re- 
moves many  of  the  causes  which  produced 
them.  We,  therefore,  often  see  the  veteran 
attached  to  the  camp.  But  regulars  engaged 
only  for  a  short  time,  and  militia  engaged 
for  a  still  shorter  time,  receive  all  these  unfa- 
vourable impressions,  without  remaining  long 
enough  for  them  to  wear  off.  They  conse- 
qiiently  acquire  a  distaste  for  the  service,  and 
on  their  return  home,  not  unfrequently,  spread 
among  their  friends  and  neighbours,  the  pre- 
judices imbibed  by  themselves. 

These  impediments  to  recruiting  an  army,  . 
would  probably  after  the  war  had  progressed 
for  some  time,  occur  in  any  state  of  things 
where  the  facts  producing  them  existed ;  but 
in  America,  other  adventitious  circumstances 
added  greatly  to  their  influence. 
^  Two  winter  campaigns  had  been  made,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  of  which,  the  soldiers, 
exposed  half  naked  to  a  climate  of  extreme 
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'  CHAP,  t.  rigour,  suffered  excessive  hardships,  to  which 
1776.  were  attributed  the  diseases  under  which  a 
large  portion  of  them  perished.  Old  clodies 
had  been  collected  for  them  in  Philadelphia; 
but  these  supplies  were  late,  and  inadequate  to 
their  wants. 

These  causes,  checking  the  ardour  at  first 
felt  by  the  youth  of  America  for  the  service  of 
their  country,  produced  another  effect,  which^ 
in  its  turn,  operated  as  jsl  powerful  cause  to  pre* 
vent  inlistments  to  serve  during  the  war. 
When,  from  a  defect  of  regulars,  repeated  calls 
were  made  on  the  militia,  it  was  soon  perceived 
that  many  of  those  whose  tour  of  duty  was  to 
be  performed,  either  from  the  interruption 
which  a  short  absence  would  give  to  their 
domestic  affairs,  or  from  some  other  cause, 
were  extremely  unwilling  to  take  the  field ;  and 
chose  rather  to  give  a  small  sum  of  money  to 
a  substitute.  In  a  short  time,  more  money  was 
given  for  a  month's  service  in  the  militia,  than 
was  offered  to  a  soldier  to  engage  in  the  regu- 
lar service.  This  practice  soon  taught  those 
who  would  otherwise  have  inlisted,  the  su- 
perior value  of  their  services,  when  they  retained 
the  disposition  of  themselves;  and  disinclined 
them  to  engage  permanently  in  the  army. 
The  longer  the  war  continued,  the  higher 
was  the  price  of  a  substitute,  and  of  conse- 
quence an  increased  bounty  became  necessary 
to  induce  a  man  to  inlist.  Such  was  the  eflfect 
of  these  and  other  causes,   that  by  the  time 
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congress  became  convinced  of  the  error  which  cha9.  t 
had  been  committed,  the  ability  to  correct  it,    irre. 
if  not  entirely  passed  away,  was  certainly  very 
much  diminisl^d. 

The  immense  loss  of  arms,  resulting  inevt- 
tably  froifk  their  being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
troops  who  were  soon  to  return  home,  and  who 
could  not  be  subjected  to  discipline  while  in 
camp9  was  also  a  very  serious  mischief. 

Connected  with  short  inlbtments,  and  with 
the  organization  of  civil  governments  in  Ame* 
rica,  were  other  defects  in  the  structure  of  the 
army,  which  produced  no  inconsiderable  degree 
of  embarrassment.  It  has  been  seen  that  in 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  troops  were 
raised  entirely  by  the  local  authorities,  who, 
without  consent,  established  military  systems 
of  their  own,  and  appointed  ofBcers  whose  re* 
lative  rank,  and  right  of  promotion,  it  was  not 
very  easy  to  adjust.  The  officers,  like  the  men> 
were  engaged  only  for  one  year,  and,  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  were  to  be  re-com- 
missioned. Congress  appointed  the  general 
officers,  and  took  the  armies  raised  by  the  res- 
pective  colonies  into  continental  pay.  With 
considerable  difficulty,  a  new  army  was  formed 
out  of  these  materials,  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  during  the  blockade  of  Boston.  This 
work  was  to  be  repeated,  with  infinitely  more 
difficulty,  during  the  active  operations  of  the 
campaign  of  1776.     The  attention  of  congress 

i2 
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CHAP.L  was  very  early  called  to  this  interesting  subject 
1776.  by  general  Washington ;  but  that  body  per- 
formed its  most  important  duties  through  the 
agency  of  sovereign  states.  Those  states  were 
to  nominate  the  officers,  and  were  requested  to 
send  commissioners  to  camp  to  attend  to  this 
object.  So  many  delays  were  experienced, 
that  the  dissolution  of  the  army  approached, 
before  officers  were  appointed  to  recruit  that 
which  was  to  take  its  place.  At  length,  con- 
gress resolved,  that  general  Washington  should 
himself  be  empowered  to  appoint  the  officers 
for  those  states  which  had  failed  to  depute  com- 
missioners for  that  purpose.  The  manner  in 
which  appointments  were  made,  unfortunately 
brought  into  the  service,  as  officers,  men  with- 
^  out  capacity  or  sufficient  weight  of  character  to 

preserve  the  respect  of  the  soldiers,  and  that 
discipline,  which  is  essential  to  an  army;  and 
the  repeated  re-organization  of  the  troops  gave 
continual  discontent. 

The  various  independent  authorities  employed 
in  raising  the  army,  gave  occasion  to  other 
very  embarrassing  circumstances.  In  order  to 
complete  their  quotas,  some  of  the  states  en- 
gaged  to  those  who  would  inlist  in  their  service 
additional  pay  to  that  promised  by  congress. 
The  discontents  excited  by  a  disparity  of  pay 
among  soldiers  in  the  same  army,  will  readily 
be  conceived.  The  interference  of  the  general 
with  the  state  governments,  to  produce  a  depar- 
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ture  from  this  pernicious  plan,  became  abso-   chap.l 
lately  necessary.  1776. 

From  the  same  motives,  some  of  the  states 
gave  large  additional  bounties.  This,  it  was 
supposed  by  congress,  would  effectually  destroy 
the  recruiting  business  in  other  states  where 
the  same  liberality  was  not  used,  and  therefore, 
a  resolution  was  passed,  recommending,  and 
insisting  on  a  strict  adherence  to  the  precise 
system'  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  conti- 
nental government. 

A  defect  in  the  structure  of  the  army,  which 
was  very  seriously  felt,  was  the  want  of  engi- 
neers, artillery,  and  cavalry.  During  the 
campaign  of  1775  and  1776,  there  existed  but 
one  regiment  of  artillery,  no  corps  of  engineers, 
and  not  a  single  troop  of  horse.  General  Lee, 
who  commanded  in  the  southern  department, 
and  whose  experience  of  the  utility .  of  horse 
was  not  now  to  be  acquired,  very  early  pressed 
the  necessity  of  employing  troops  of  that  des- 
cription, and  at  his  suggestion,. a  regiment  was 
raised  in  Virginia  to  be  commanded  by  colonel 
Bland.  The  active  and  extensive,  operations 
of  1776,  disclosed  fully  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  disadvantages  to  be  combated  by  an 
army  composed  almost  entirely  of  infantry. 
Among  the  militia  of  Connecticut  were  indeed 
a  few  cavalry ;  but  the  expense  attending  the 
maintenance  of  their  horses  prevented  their 
being  employed  in  the  first  instance,  and  when 
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CHAP.L  they  were  taken  into  service,  it  was  soon  pcr- 
1776.  ceived  that  better  horses,  than  could  be  fur- 
nished by  militia  men,  were  indispensable  to 
the  duties  required  from  them.  Towards  the 
close  of  that  campaign,  therefore,  he  urged  on 
congress  the  importance  to  the  service  of 
making  these  improvements  in  the  organization 
of  the  army ;  and  his  representations  had  the 
influence  they  merited. 

It  was  determined  to  increase  the  corps  of 
artillery  to  three  regiments,  the  command  of 
which  ^vas  given  to  colonel  Knox,  now  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general ;  to 
take  Bland's  regiment  into  continental  pay; 
to  raiiS^e  a  body  of  three  thousand  cavalry ;  and 
to  enable  general  Washington  to  create  a  corps 
of  engineers.  In  this  important  branch  of  the 
military  art,  the  Americans  were  peculiarly 
defective.  No  state  of  things  had  heretofore 
existed  which  held  forth  inducements  to  study 
this  essential  part  of  the  science  of  war.  To 
acquire  even  a  moderate  proficiency  in  it, 
requires  time,  application,  and  experience. 
The  foundation,  therefore,  of  an  able  corps  of 
engineers,  must  be  laid  long  before  the  advan- 
tages expected  from  them  can  be  realized. 
Of  consequence,  the  attention  of  congress 
could  not  have  been  directed  too  soon  to  this 
object. 

The  want  of  skill  and  experience  in  this 
important  departnoent,  could  not  fail  to  be  dis- 
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played  in  the  defensive  works  constructed  in  chap.i. 
the  first  instance  by  the  Americans.;    Another    irre. 
mischief  resulting  from  the  same  cause,  was  a 
disposition  to  place  too  much  confidence  ih 
their  fortifications,  and  to  believe  them  stronger 
than  they  were  in  reality. 

The  defect  of  engineers  among  tbe  native 
Americans,*  rendered  the  employment  of 
foreigners,  in  that  important  branch  of  service, 
indispensably  necessary;  and  when  the  corps 
authorized  by  ccxigress  was  formed,  it  was 
composed  of  French  and  Germans.  General 
De  Portaile,  an  officer  of  great  reputed  talents, 
was  placed  at  its  head. 


*  In  the  early  part  of  the  war,  colonel  Putnam,  a  very 
valuable  officer  from  New  England,  appears  to  have  been 
frequently  employed  in  the  capacity  of  an  engineer.  It 
cannot  derogate  from  his  merit  to  say,  that  it  was  im«> 
possible  he  could  possess  the  professional  skill  which  tha( 
department  required. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

American  army  inoculated»...General  Heath  moves  down 
to  King's  bridge,  but  returns  to  Peck*s-Kill  without  ef- 
fecting any  thing....Skinnishes....Stateof  the  army....De- 
struction  of  stores  at  Peck's-Kill.. .. At  Danbuiy ....Expe- 
dition of  colonel  Meiggs  to  Sagg  harbour.*..Sir  William 
Howe  moves  out  to  Somerset  court-house  in  great  force 
••••Returns  to. Amboy^.. .Endeavours  to  cut  off  the  re- 
treat of  the  American  army  to  M iddlebrook,  but  is  dis- 
appointed.-.Lord  ComwaUis  skirmishes  near  the  Scotch 
Plains  with  lord  Stirling....The  British  army  embark. 

^^^^'  1  HE  efFect  at  first  produced,  by  the  proclama- 
tion published  by  lord  and  general  Howe  on 
.taking  possession  of  New  Jersey,  has  been 
ah-eady  noticed.  The  gloomy  aspects  then 
worn  by  the  affairs  of  America,  added  to  the 
hope  of  impunity  for  past  offences  held  forth 
by  this  proclamation,  produced  a  general  dis- 
position  among  the  people  of  that  state,  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  promise  it  contained. 
Vast  numbers  acknowledged  the  royal  authority, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  Jersey  wore  the  appear- 
ance of  a  province  once  more  within  the  pale  of 
the  British  empire.  Had  the  conduct  of  the 
British  army  been  such  as  to  cherish  the  expec- 
tation, that  security  to  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty  was  attainable  by  submission,  it  is  not 
easy  to  say  wliat  limits  could  have  been  set  to 
the  anti-American  spirit  which  had  been  so 
extensively   manifested.      Fortunately   it   was 
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not.  Whatever  might  be  the  wish,  and  the  chap.h. 
exertions  of  the  general  to  restrain  them,  they  irrr. 
still  considered  and  treated  the  inhabitants  as 
conquered  rebels,  rather  than  as  returning 
friends.  No  species  of  licentiousness  was 
unpractised.  The  plunder  and  destruction  of 
property  was  among  the  least  oflPensive  of  the 
injuries  sustained.  The  persons,  not  only  of 
the  men,  but  of  that  sex  through  which  inju- 
ries least  to  be  forgiven,  and  longest  to  be 
remembered,  are  received;  were  exposed  to 
the  most  irritating  outrage.  Nor  were  these 
excesses  confined  to  those  who  had  been  active 
in  the  American  cause.  The  lukewarm,  and 
even  the  loyalists  themselves,  not  less  than  the 
friends  of  independence,  were  the  victims  of 
this  indiscriminating  spirit  of  rapine. 

The  eflFect  of  such  proceedings  among  a 
people,  whose  country  had  never  before  been 
the  seat  of  war;  who  were  strangers  to  the 
ravages  of  a  hostile  army;  who  felt  no  original 
attachment  to  their  invaders ;  but  whose  non- 
resistance  had  been  occasioned  solely  by  the 
hope  of  that  security  to  their  persons  and  pro- 
perty, which  had  been  promised  as  the  reward 
of  submission  to  the  royal  authority ;  could  not 
fail  to  equal  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
friends  of  the  revolution.  A  sense  of  personal 
wrongs  produced  a  temper,  which  national  con- 
siderations had  been  found  too  weak  to  excite ; 
and  when  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton 
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CHAP.  II.  gave  a  turn  to  the  operations  of  the  armies^ 
1777.  and  released  the  inhabitants  from  the  fears 
created  by  the  presence  of  their  invaders,  the 
great  body  of  the  people  flew  to  arips;  and 
those  who  could  not  be  brought  into  the  field 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  thereby 
prevent  those  ravages  which  uniformly  afllict  a 
country  that  becomes  the  seat  of  war,  were 
prompt  in  avenging  those  ravages. 

Small  bodies  of  the  militia  scoured  the 
country  in  every  direction;  seized  on  strag- 
glers who  had  separated  themselves  from  their 
corps ;  in  several  small  skirmishes  behaved 
unexceptionably  well,  and  were  collecting  in 
such  numbers  as  to  threaten  the  weaker  posts 
of  the  enemy  with  the  fate  which  their  troops 
at  Trenton  and  Princeton  had  already  experi- 
enced. 

The  cautious  temper  of  the  British  general, 
readily  suggested  to  him,  the  necessity  of 
guarding  against  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
his  adversary  had  disclosed;  and  of  which 
there  was  now  reason  to  apprehend  he  might 
be  furnished  with  the  means  of  giving  additional 
proofs.  Sir  William  Howe,  therefore,  deter- 
mined, as  the  season  was  unfavourable  for 
active  operations,  not  to  expose  himself  to  fur- 
ther loss  by  extending  his  cantonments,  but  to 
strengthen  by  contracting  his  posts.  The  dif- 
ferent positions  which  had  been  heretofore 
taken,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  country^ 
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all  except  two,  were  .abandoned,  and  the  whole  chap.h. 
British  force  in  the  Jerseys  was  collected  at  irrr, 
NewBrun&wick  on  the  Raritan^  and  at  Ambov, 
a  small  town  at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  These 
two  posts  were  judiciously  selected  for  the 
double  purpose  of  again  penetrating  into  the 
heart  of  the  country^  if  he  ^lould  ren^w  the 
project  of  marching  by  land  to  Philadelphia, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  of  keeping  up  a  safe 
communication  with  New  York. 

Although  the  strength  of  the  American  army 
did  not  admit  of  any  important  blow  before 
general  Howe  had  thus  concentrated  his  force, 
that  movement  was  not  effected  entirely  with- 
out loss.  General  Maxwell,  with  a  corps  of 
Jersey  militia,  had  been  ordered  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Elizabeth  town,,  and  on  their  eva- 
cuating that  place,  had  made  a  successful 
attack  on  their  rear,  in  which  about  seventy 
prisoners  and  a  part  of  their  baggage  were 
taken. 

Almost  the  whole  state  of  Jersey  was  now 
restored  to  the  union.  The  British  general 
who  had  lately  spread  his  troops  over  a  very 
large  part  of  it,  and  who,  in  a  great  measure^ 
overawed  those  counties  his  arms  had  not 
reachedy  was  now  reduced  to  the  possession  of 
two  neighbouring  towns,  and  the  communica- 
tion between  them;  and  could  only  consider  • 
Mmself  as  master  of  the  ground  he  occupied* 
jc2 
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chaptu.  The  American  force  had  been  so  diminished 
1777.  by  the  extreme  severity  of  the  service,  by  the 
expiration  of  their  engagements,  and  by  the 
impatience  of  the  militia  to  return  to  their 
homes,  that  it  was  with  much  difficulty,  and 
by  great  individual  efforts,  the  appearance  of 
an  army  was  kept  up.  The  militia  and  volun- 
teers came  in  from  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Virginia.  Their 
numbers  were  reported  to  be  much  greater 
than  they  were  in  reality ;  and  though  contin- 
ually changing,  yet,  added  to  the  small  remain- 
ing regular  force,  they  enabled  the  general, 
who  disposed  of  them  to  the  greatest  advantage, 
to  take  different  positions  near  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  which  perpetually  harassed  them  with 
threatened  attacks,  restrained  their  foraging 
parties,  in  a  great  measure  covered  the  country, 
kept  up  the  spirits  of  the  people  at  large,  and 
produced  no  inconsiderable  distress  in  the 
British  camp,  by  rendering  it  extremely  difficult 
to  obtain  supplies  of  provisions  or  fuel. 

While  the  enemy  was  thus  surrounded,  ha- 
rassed, and  confined,  by  little  more  than  an 
imaginary  army,  the  parts  of  which  disappeared 
at  the  approach  of  any  serious  force,  but 
returned  to  their  former  positions  when  that 
force  retreated,  and  always  attacked  small  par- 
•  ties  with  great  vigour,  and  often  with  success; 
general  Washington  came  to  the  hazardous, 
but  judicious  resolution,  of  freeing  himself  and 
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his  future  army  from  the  fear  of  a  calamity  cHAP.n. 
which  he  found  it  impossible  to  elude,   and    1777. 
which  had  been  more  fatal  in  his  camp,  than  jMwafyia. 
the  sword  of  the  enemy. 

Inoculation  had  been  very  rarely  practised  in 
the  western  world,  and  the  small-pox  had  been 
ever  dreaded  as  a  scourge  the  most  tremendous 
with  which  the  human  race  could  be  afflicted. 
Notwithstanding  the  efforts  incessantly  used  to 
guard  against  this  disease,  which,  taken  in  the 
natural  way,  is  so  destructive  to  our  species ; 
it  had  found  its  way  both  into  the  northern  and 
middle  army ;  and  had,  to  a  very  alarming 
degree,  impaired  the  force  of  both.  In  the 
northern  army  especially,  its  havoc  had  been 
so  extensive  that,  according  to  every  probabi- 
lity, only  the  delay  requisite  to  obtain  the 
superiority  on  lake  Champlain,  a  measure 
believed  to  be  of  absolute  necessity,  prevented 
the  British  army  in  1776,  from  penetrating  to 
the  Hudson. 

As  the  only  effectual  mode  of  avoiding  a^ 
return  of  the  same  evils  the  ensuing  campaign, " 
the  general  determined  to  inoculate  all  the 
soldiers  in  the  American  service.  With  as 
much  secrecy  as  could  be  observed,  .prepara- 
tions were  made  to  give  the  infection  in  camp, 
and  the  hospital  physicians  at  Philadelphia 
were  ordered  to  carry  all  the  southern  troops, 
who  were  for  that  purpose  stopped  in  that  place 
and  its  neighbourhood,    as   expeditiously  as 
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cHAP.n.  possible,  through  the  disease.  Similar  orders 
1777.  were  also  given  to  the  physicians  at  other 
places ;  and  thus  was  prepared,  for  the  ensu- 
ing campaign,  an  army  exempt  from  the  fear 
of  a  calamity  which  had  at  all  times  endangered 
the  most  important  operations.  The  process 
in  camp  was  so  conducted  that  no  advantage  of 
it  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  the  example 
given  in  the  army  was  fortunately  followed 
very  generally  through  the  country;  so  that 
this  alarming  disease,  in  a  great  degree,  ceased 
to  be  the  terror  ofAmerica. 

While  Philadelphia  was  supposed  to  be  in 
hazard,  the  militia  of  New  England  had  been 
called  for,  and  had  been  ordered  in  considerable 
numbers  to  the  Delaware.  Six  thousand  men 
under  general  Lincoln  marched  from  Massa- 
chussetts,  and  a  force  in  proportion  to  its  po- 
pulation, was  raised  in  Connecticut*  Of  these 
the  greater  number  were  detained  by  the  inva- 
sion  of  Rhode  island;  but  a  few  regiments 
marched  as  far  as  the  North  river,  to  the  camp 
of  general  Heath,  who  had  been  left  to  guard 
the  highlands  of  New  York.  Here  they  were 
stopped  by  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  diversion  on  the 
side  of  New  York,  from  which  hopes  of  con- 
siderable advantage  were  entertained. 

As  the  enemy  was  in  great  force  in  Jersey, 
and  had  detached  a  strong  corps  to  Rhode 
Island,  New  York  must  necessarily  be  weak. 
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About  two  thousand  men^were  understood  to  chap,  n. 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  King^s  bridge,  and  1777. 
the  whole  force  on  the  island  was  not  calculated 
at  a  much  more  considerable  number.  On 
Long  island,  it  was  said  there  was  only  De- 
lancy's  brigade  of 'American  loyalists,  amount- 
ing to  but  little  more  than  one  thousand  men. 
It  was  supposed  that  the  militia  of  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York  would  form  a  respectable 
army,  with  which  general  Heath  might  alarm, 
and  perhaps  more  than  alarm,  that  important 
post.  He  was  directed  to  march  down  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  King's  bridge,  to  carry  oflF 
the  forage  and  fresh  provisions  with  which  the 
enemy  might  be  supplied,  and,  if  the  prospect 
of  succeeding  appeared  probable,  to  attack  the 
forts  which  guarded  the  entrance  into  the  island. 
It  was  expected  that  fears  for  New  York  might 
induce  the  enemy,  either  to  evacuate  the  Jer- 
seys entirely,  in  which  event  they  must  suffer 
extremely  through  the  winter  for  fuel,  forage, 
and  provisions  ;  or  so  to  weaken  their  posts  at 
Brunswick  and  Amboy,  as  to  give  general 
Washington  an  opportunity  of  attacking  them 
with  some  advantage.  If  he  should  be  disap- 
pointed in  this  expectation,  and  the  enemy  in 
the  Jerseys  should  remain  undiminished,  he 
thought  it  not  improbable  that  some  important 
advantages  might  be  gained  on  York,  or  Long 
islands. 
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CHAP.  II.  In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  general  Heath 
1777.  marched  down  towards  West  Chester,  and 
g^JJ'i,^^ summoned  fort  Independence  to  surrender: 
^!^£dge,  but  the  garrison  determining  to  hold  the  place, 
pccVj^  it  was  thought  by  a  council  of  war  unadvisable 
M^^riSSp.  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  assault  with  only  militia ;  and,  some 
intelligence  having  been  received  that  the  army 
from  Rhode  Island  had  embarked,  and  would 
probably  land  in  their  rear,  they  retreated  to 
the  Highlands  without  effecting  any  thing.  A 
corps  of  Connecticut  militia  under  general 
Wooster,  and  some  New  York  militia  under 
colonel  Rensalear,  were  left  to  collect  and 
bring  away  the  forage  and  homed  cattle,  which 
were  in  considerable  quantities,  and  would  fur- 
nish»the  enemy  with  supplies  they  greatly 
wanted.  About  the  same  time,  an  expedition 
which  had  been  planned  by  general  Spencer 
against  Rhode  Island,  where  the  enemy  were 
between  three  and  four  thousand  strong,  was 
also  abandoned.  He  had  proposed  landing 
near  Howland's  ferry,  on  a  point  of  land  which 
projects  from  the  island,  and  is  commanded  by 
high  grounds  on  the  opposite  shore,  where  the 
Americans  had  erected  a  battery:  but  general 
Washington  directed  that  the  attempt  should 
not  be  made  without  the  strongest  probability 
of  success;  and  as  the  eastern  continental 
troops  were  ordered  to  Ticonderoga,  it  was 
thought  unsafe  to  make  so  hazardous  an  attempt 
with  only  militia.     "  It  is  right,''  said  general 
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Washington  on  this  occasion,  "  not  to  risk  a  chap,  u, 
miscarriage.     Until  we  get  our  new  army  pro-     1777. 
perly  established,  it  is  our  business  to  play  a 
certain  game,  and  not  depend  upon  militia  for 
any  thing  capital.'* 

In  the  mean  time,  every  day  almost  produced  sidrmwies. 
some  skirmish,  which  increased  the  distress  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  confidence  of  the  Ameri- 
cans  in  themselves.  The  British  found  it 
totally  unsafe  to  forage  but  with  large  covering 
parties,  which  were  often  attacked  with  ad- 
vantage,  and  their  horses  frequently  taken. 
The  miserable  appearance  they  made,  eviden- 
ced the  scarcity  which  prevailed  in  camp.  In 
these  skirmishes,  prisoners  were  often  made, 
and  repeated  small  successes,  the  details  of 
which  filled  the  papers  throughout  America, 
served  very  much  to  animate  the  people  at 
large,  who  even  supposed  that,  so  soon  as  the 
season  would  permit  the  armies  to  take  the 
field,  the  British  would  be  driven  to  their  ships 
for  protection.  Yet  the  real  situation  of  gene- 
ral Washington,  which  was  happily  concealed 
in  a  great  degree  both  from  the  enemy,  and 
from  his  own  countrymen,  was  extremely  cri-  J^',°^*' 
tical.  He,  was  often  abandoned  by  bodies  of 
the  militia,  before  their  places  were  filled  by 
others,  and  thus  left  in  a  state  of  dangerous 
weakness,  exposed  to  have  his  positions  forced 
by  the  enemy.  This  was  not  the  only  incon- 
venience resulting  from  this  fluctuating  army. 
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cHAP.iL  They  carried  off  arms  and  blankets  which  had 

irrr.    been  unavoidably  delivered  to  them,  to  be  used 

while  in  camp,  and  thus  wasted  in  advance,  the 

supplies  collected  for  the  use  of  the  army,  now 

recruiting  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

While  exposed  to  these  embarrassing  incon- 
veniencies,  the  general  received  intelligence 
that  re-ehforcements  were  arriving  from  Rhode 
Island,    and  that  the    movement  of   general 

February.  Hcath  towards  King's  bridge,  had  not  produced 
the  effects  he  had  hoped  for  from  that  manoeuvre. 
His  fears  for  Philadelphia  were  again  revived, 
and  the  New  England  troops  under  the  com- 
mand  of  general  Heath,  except  so  many  as 
might  be  deemed  necessary  to  guard  the  high- 
lands, were  ordered  immediately  to  join  him. 
Very  heavy  requisitions  were  also  made  on  the 
neighbouring  militia,  especially  of  New  Jersey. 
To  obviate  any  objections  which  might  be 
made  to  complying  with  these  requisitions,  by 
those  who  had  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  general  Washington 
had,  about  the  last  of  January,  issued  his  pro- 
clamation, in  which  he  discharged  the  obliga- 
tions created  by  those  oaths,  and  required  those 
who  had  taken  them  to  repair  to  head  quarters, 
or  to  the  quarters  of  the  nearest  general  officer, 
and  there  swear  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
on  doing  which,  a  full  pardon  was  granted  to 
them.  The  beneficial  effects  of  this  proclama- 
tion  were  soon  felt,  and  the  people  flocked  in 
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from  every  quarter  to  take  the  oaths;  but  the  cbap.u. 
legislature  of  New  Jersey  could  not  be  prevailed    \777. 
on  to  pass  an  act  which  would  bring  the  militia 
certainly  into  the  field. 

The  movement  which  he  had  with  so  much 
reason  apprehended,  was  not  however  made, 
and  the  war  of  skirmishes  on  the  side  of  Jersey, 
continued  throughout  the  winter.  In  the  course 
of  it,  the  British  loss  was  supposed  to  be  more 
considerable  than  what  they  had  sustained  at 
Trenton  and  Princeton ;  and  hopes  were  enter- 
tained that,  from  the  scarcity  of  forage,  neither 
their  cavalry,  nor  draught  horses  would  be  in 
a  condition  to  take  the  field  to  advantage^ 
when  the  campaign  should  open. 

This  light  war,    though  all  that  could  be 
attempted,  was  far  short  of  the  hopes  which 
had  been  entertained  by  the  American  general. 
His   energetic  mind  submitted  with   infinite 
reluctance  to  the  inactivity  his  weakness  im- 
posed on  him.     He  had  flattered  himself  that 
the  reviving  courage  of  his  countrymen  would 
have  placed  at  his  disposal  a  force  which  would 
enable  him  to  beat  the  enemy  in  detail,  during 
the  winter,  and  to  repel  the  very  great  exer- 
tions which  it  was  well  understood  would  be 
made  for  the  conquest  of  America  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  summer. 

AH  the  intelligence  from  Europe  concurred 
in  demonstn^ing  the  fallacy  of  the  hope,  still 
cherished  by  many,   that  the  war  would  be 
l2 
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CHAP.  II.  abandoned  by  Great  Britain.  Never  had  the 
1777.  administration  been  supported  by  greater  ma- 
jorities in  parliament,  and  the  body  of  the 
nation  appeared  well  disposed  to  employ  all  its 
means  to  re-annex  to  the  empire,  by  force, 
what  were  still  deemed  revolted  colonies.  The 
importance  of  destroying,  or  maiming  the  pre- 
sent army  before  it  could  be  re-enforced  was 
consequently  felt  in  its  full  extent;  and  the 
commander  in  chief  made  the  most  strenuous 
endeavours  to  promote  the  recruiting  service, 
and  to  collect  the  recruits  in  such  numbers, 
as  would  enable  him  successfully  to  attack  the 
enemy,  either  in  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  or 
New  Jersey.  The  state  sovereignties,  where 
the  real  energies  of  government  resided,  were 
incessantly  urged  to  take  effectual  measures 
to  fill  their  regiments,  and  to  bring  their  res- 
pective quotas  early  into  the  field.  They  were 
pressed  to  march  their  recruits,  so  soon  as  they 
could  be  cleansed  from  the  small-pox,  by  com- 
panies, and  even  by  parts  of  companies,  to  the 
several  stations  assigned  them ;  and  those  ge- 
neral officers,  who  were  supposed  to  possess 
most  influence,  were  detached  to  their  respec- 
tive states  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  and 
superintending  the  recruiting  service. 

Congress  too,  at  the  instance  of  the  com- 

imander  in  chief,    passed  such  resolutions  as 

were  calculated  to  second  his  views.     They 

authorized  him  to  draw  the  eastern  troops  from 
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Peck's- Kill,  who  were  to  be  replaced  by  New"  chap.il 
York  militia;  and  required  the  executive  of  irrr. 
New  Jersey  to  order  out  the  whole  militia 
of  that  state,  and  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania 
to  order  such  part  of  their  militia  as  was  con- 
tiguous  to  New  Jersey,  properly  armed  and 
equipped,  to  the  aid  of  the  general.  "  It  being,'* 
proceed  their  resolutions,  "the  earnest  desire 
of  congress  to  make  the  army  under  the  imme- . 
diate  command  of  general  Washington  suffi- 
ciently strong,  not  only  to  curb  and  confine 
the  enemy  within  their  present  quarters,  and 
prevent  them  from  drawing  support  of  any  kind 
from  the  country,  but  by  the  divine  blessing, 
totally  to  subdue  them  before  they  can  be  re- 
enforced." 

These  resolves  were  communicated  in  a  letter 
manifesting  the  sanguine  hopes  of  congress  that 
the  desire,  expressed  in  them,  would  soon  be 
realized;  but  to  do  so,  required  means  infinitely 
greater  than  those  placed  in  the  hands  of  their 
general.  Many  concurring  causes  prevented 
the  collection  of  a  force  competent  to  operations 
as  vigorous  and  decisive,  as  the  enterprising 
genius  of  the  commander  in  chief  had  planned. 

Such  were  the  measures  taken  by  several  of 
the  state  authorities  for  appointing  the  regi- 
mental officers  of  their  quotas,  that  their  ar- 
rangements were  not  completed  ufitil  the  < 
spring ;  and,  even  then,  bitter  contests  con- 
cerning rank  remained  to  be  adjusted  when 
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CHAP.  II.  the  trcK)ps  should  join  the  army.     The  almost 
1777.    unparalleled  sufferings  which  had  been  sustained 
in  a  service  where  raw  troops,   unfurnished 
with  ordinary  clothing,  had  unavoidably  been 
exposed  to  the  hardships  of  a  winter  campaign, 
in  the  face  of  a  superior  army;  the  many  deaths 
resulting  from  those  hardships,  and  probably 
in  some  degree  from  an  injudicious  organiza- 
tion of  the  hospital  department,*  which  was 
found  to  be  the  tomb  of  the  sick ;  had  excited 
very  extensively  a  disgust  to  the  service,  and 
produced  an  unwillingness  to  engage  in   it. 
That  enthusiasm  which  glowed  in  so  many 
bosoms  in  the  first  moments  of  the  war,  which 
leads  to  great  individual  sacrifice  for  the  public 
good,  had  almost  evaporated ;  and  the  difference 
between  the  compensation  allowed  a  soldier 
inlisted  for  three  years,  or  the  war;  and  that 
which  might  be  obtained  by  occasionally  be- 
coming a  substitute  for  persons  called  out  to 
serve  in  the  militia  for  short  terms,  became  a 
subject  of  calculation  extremely  unfavourable 


*  The  loss  sustained  by  disease,  had  so  greatly  sur- 
passed any  calculation  which  could  be  warranted  by  for- 
mer experience,  that  it  was  with  much  reason  supposed 
there  musl  be  something  vicious  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  hospital  department.  T  he  early  attention  of  congress 
was  solicited  to  this  interesting  subject;  but  the  spring 
was  far  advanced  before  a  system  more  liberal  and  exten- 
sive, than  had  before  been  adopted,  and  which  promised 
to  be  more  adequate  to  its  objects,  could  be  completed. 
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in  its  result,  to  tjxc  completion  of  the  regular  qhap.h. 
regiments.  1777. 

The  recruiting  service  progressed  slowly, 
and,  instead  of  being  able  to  execute  the  great 
designs  he  had  meditated,  the  general  enter<- 
tained  the  most  serious  fears  that  the  enemy 
would  take  the  field  during  the  winter,  force 
his  positions,  and  crossing  the  Delaware  upon 
the  ice,  proceed  to  Philadelphia. 

The  frequent  demands  made  on  the  militia, 
in  consequence  of  this  weakness  of  the  regular 
army,  were  extremely  harassing  and  distressing 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  While  but 
litde  real  efficient  force  was  acquired,  great 
additional  expense  was  incurred;  and  in  those 
states  most  exposed  to  these  calls,  serious  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  for  the  agriculture 
of  the  country. 

The  real  condition  of  the  army  during  the 
winter,  is  exhibited  in  a  letter  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  congress,  in  answer  to  that 
which  enclosed  the  resolutions  which  have  been 
mentioned,  and  which  expressed  the  brilliant 
schemes  of  victory  in  which  the  government 
at  that  time  indulged  itself.  "  Could  I,'*  said  March 4. 
the  general,  "  accomplish  the  important  objects 
so  eagerly  wished  by  congress;  confining  the 
enemy  within  their  present  quarters,  preventing 
their  getting  supplies  from  the  country,  and 
totally  subduing  them,  before  they  are  re-en- 
forced;  I  should  be  happy  indeed.     But  what 
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CHAP,  a  prospect,  or  hope,  can  there  be,  ofttiyeffect- 
1777.  ing  so  desirable  a  work  at  this  time  ?  the 
enclosed  return,*  to  which  I  solicit  the  most 
serious  attention  of  congress,  comprehends  the 
whole  force  I  have  in  Jersey.  It  is  but  a  hand- 
ful, and  bears  no  proportion,  on  the  scale  of 
'  numbers,  to  that  of  the  enemy.  Added  to  this, 
the  major  part  is  made  up  of  militia.  The 
most  sanguine  in  speculation,  cannot  deem  it 
more  than  adequate  to  the  least  valuable  pur- 
poses of  war.'* 

In  pursuance  of  those  cautionary  measures, 
which  were  suggested  by  the  mortifying  weak- 
ness of  his  army,  the  boats  on  the  Delaware 
were  once  more  secured,  and  the  public  stores 
deposited  in  places  supposed  to  be  least  exposed 
to  the  enemy. 

The  hope  that,  by  a  great  exertion  of  heroic 
patriotism,  a  sufficient  force  might  be  collected, 
during  the  winter,  to  destroy  the  British  army, 
and  thereby  at  once  terminate  the  war,  being 
entirely  disappointed ;  the  views  of  the  general 
were  almost  exclusively  directed  to  the  next 
campaign. 

As  the  troops  to  constitute  the  new  army  were 
to  be  raised  principally,  through  the  agency, 
and  by  the  authority,  of  the  state  governments  ; 
and  congress  could  take  no  measures  to  fill  up 

the  regiments,  other  than  such  as  were  merely 

\ 

•  See  Mtfj  Ab.  //.  at  the  end  of  the  volume^ 
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^recommendatoiy:  in  addition  to  the  bounty  chap.il 
offered  to  those  who  would  voluntarily  inlist,  1777. 
the  state  authorities  were  resorted  to,  and  dif- 
ferent expedUents  were  devised  by  them,  to 
substitute  other  motives  for  that  zeal  for  inde* 
pendence  which  had  at  first  been  relied  on;  but 
which,  it  was  now  feared,  would  not  operate 
with  sufficient  force  to  bring  the  requisite  num- 
bers  into  the  field. 

In  the  New  England  states,  where  in  con- 
sequence of  the  influx  of  money,  produced, 
among  other  causes,  by  the  sales  of  prizes,  the  de- 
preciation  of  the  continental  currency  began  to 
be  most  sensibly  perceived,  the  system  formerly 
adopted,  of  giving  increased  pay  to  their  troops, 
was  resumed.  But  the  strong  remonstrances 
urged  by  general  Washington  against  this 
measure,  induced  those  states  once  more  to 
abandon  it;  but  they  persisted  in  their  resolu. 
tion  to  encourage  the  recruiting  service  by  an 
additional  bounty.  This,  though  indeed  less 
pernicious  than  a  partial  augmentation  of  pay, 
was  at  first  opposed  as  being  calculated  to  effect 
in  a  degree,  the  same  mischief.  Finding  how- 
ever that  the  bounty  offered  by  congress  was 
no  sufficient  inducement  to  inlist,  this  volun- 
tary aid  of  the  northern  states  was  assented  to; 
and  it  would  have  been,  perhaps,  a  favourable 
circumstance,  had  the  example  been  imme- 
diately followed  throughout  the  continent. 
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CHAP.  II.  Even  this  measure  did  not  produce  the  eflfects 
1777.  expected  from  it.  The  regiments  continued  to 
fill  slowly,  and  it  became  every  day  more  ap- 
parent,  that  the  American  army  must  still  be 
inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  unless  more 
energetic  measures  could  be  adopted.  The 
critical  situation  of  their  affairs,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  a  respectable  force  into  the 
field,  were  urged  on  the  different  states  by 
general  Washington,  with  all  the  earnestness 
to  be  expected  from  his  situation,  and  zeal  for 
the  service.  In  Connecticut  and  Massachus- 
setts,  the  country  was  laid  off*  into  districts, 
each  of  which  was  called  on  for  its  man,  and, 
in  default  of  producing,  by  a  given  day,  a  sol- 
dier inlisted  for  three  years,  or  for  the  war,  it 
was  directed  that  one  person,  from  those  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  should  be  drafted  to  serve 
until  the  first  of  the  next  ensuing  January. 
This  measure  received  the  approbation  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  who,  though  he  depre- 
cated any  reliance  on  men  whose  terms  of  ser- 
vice were  to  be  of  less  duration  than  that  for 
which  the  whole  army  was  to  be  raised;  yet 
submitted  to  this,  as  perhaps  the  most  eligible 
expedient  of  which  the  existing  state  of  things 
would  permit  the  adoption. 

In  Virginia,  where  the  same  difficulty  at- 
tended inlistments,  it  was  proposed  by  the  exe- 
cutive  to  fill  the  regiments  with  volunteers, 
who  should  engage  to  serve  for  six  months. 
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This  plan  was  submitted  to  general  Washington  chap.  n. 
by  governor  Henry,  and  his  opinion  asked  con-'  irrr. 
cerning  its  adoption.  ^'  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  observing*'  said  the  general  in  reply, 
"that  the  volunteer  plan  which  you  mention 
will  never  answer  any  valuable  purpose,  and 
that  I  cannot  but  disapprove  the  measure.  To 
the  short  engagements  of  our  troops  may  be 
fairly  and  justly  ascribed  almost  every  misfor- 
tune  that  we  have  experienced.'' 

In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  same  gentleman, 
the  necessity  of  bringing  a  sufficient  army  into 
the  field,  should  even  coercive  measures  be 
resorted  to,  was  very  strongly  enforced.  At 
the  same  time,  some  alternatives  were  sug- 
gested, which,  in  a  later  period  of  the  war, 
constituti^d  the  basis  of  various  experiments  to 
furnish  the  quota  of  troops  required  from  that 
state. 

As  the  usual  season  for  active  operations 
approached,  and  the  solicitude  of  the  comman- 
der in  chief  to  assemble  his  army  increased; 
fresh  difficulties,  growing  necessarily  out  of 
the  organization  of  the  American  system, 
unfolded  themselves.  As  every  state  was  ex- 
posed to  hostile  invasion,  and  the  enemy,  in 
perfect  possession  of  the  ocean,  could  transfer 
the  war  at  pleasure  to  any  part  of  the  union,  the 
attention  of  the  states  was  principally  directed 
each  to  its  particular  situation.  Each  state  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  great  theatre  of  action 

m2 
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cMAP.n.  contemplated  its  own  danger,  and  claimed  a 
irrr.  portion  of  the  protection  due  from  the  whole  to 
its  parts.  The  spirit  incident  to  every  league, 
although  the  object  of  the  confederation  was 
perfectly  the  same  with  that  pursued  by  each  of 
its  members,  could  not  be  totally  inoperative 
in  an  empire,  where,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
istence of  a  head,  the  essentials  of  government 
resided  in  the  members.  It  was  displayed  in 
.  an  eflFort  to  give  to  the  energies  of  the  army 
such  various  directions,  as  would  have  left  it 
totally  unable  to  effect  any  great  object,  or  to 
obstruct  any  one  plan  the  enemy  might  have 
formed.  The  patriotism  of  the  day,  however, 
and  the  unexampled  confidence  placed  by  the 
state  authorities  in  the  commander  in  chief, 
prevented  the  mischiefs  this  spirit  is  so  well 
calculated  to  generate.  He  represented  to  the 
governors,  in  strong  terms,  the  immense  advan- 
tages which  the  possession  either  of  Philadel- 
phia, or  the  highlands  on  the  Hudson,  would 
probably  give  to  the  enemy ;  and  the  ix)werful 
reasons  for  the  opinion,  that  one  or  both  of  these 
great  objects  would  be  attempted  the  next 
campaign.  That  the  continental  army,  when 
collected  in  its  utmost  force,  would  be  scarcely 
competent  to  a  defence  of  these  important 
points;  and,  if  weakened  by  detachments  to 
cover  every  place  exposed  to  the  sudden  and 
predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy,  would  be 
totally  unable  to  effect  any  of  the  great  pur- 
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posed^ssetitial  to  the  maititetiance  of  the  war*  cttxv.n. 
That  although  the  British  might  harass  the  irrr. 
.  coasts  and  injure  the  maritime  towns  by  their 
shipping,  and  by  sudden  debarkations  of  smalt 
bodies  of  troops,  it  was  not  probable  that  their 
general  would  attempt,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  to  make  a  permanent  acquisition  of  va- 
rious parts  of  the  continent;  since  such  a  divi- 
sion of  his  force  would  probably  defeat  all  his 
objects.  It  was  indeed  to  be  wished,  but  not 
expected,  that  this  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
war  might  be  adopted.  To  protect  the  coast 
against  an  enemy  entirely  in  possession  of  the 
sea,  was  impracticable;  and  though  the  mis- 
chief resulting  from  these  predatory  expeditions 
might  be  considerable ;  yet  they  were  expected 
when  resistance  was  determined  on,  and  could 
have  no  influence  on  the  war,  which  was  the 
great  and  common  cause  of  all  America.  But 
if  by  detaching  parts  of  the  army,  with  the  vain 
hope  of  giving  security  to  places  it  was  really 
impossible  to  secure,  the  main  body  should  be 
so  enfeebled  as  to  permit  the  enemy  to  take 
possession  of  the  strong  grounds  on  the  Hudson, 
both  the  upper  and  lower  communication  be- 
tween the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
continent  would  be  cut  off,  and  the  enemy 
would  open  to  themselves  a  free  intercourse 
betwten  New  York  and  the  lakes. 

These  representations  made  their  proper  im- 
pression on  the  sovereignties  now  tmited,  by  a 
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cHAP.n.  sense  of  common  danger,  in  a  war,  on  the 
1777.  event  of  which  the  all  of  each  was  staked ;  and 
the  intention  of  retaining  continental  regiments 
for  local  defence  was  abandoned,  though  with 
some  reluctance.  The  burden,  however,  of 
calling  militia  from  their  domestic  avocations, 
at  every  threat  of  invasion,  and  of  watching  the 
diflferent  stations  of  the  enemy  with  men  whose 
principal  pursuit  was  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
began  to  be  so  intolerable,  that  the  people 
cast  about  for  other  expedients  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  its  weight.  The  plan  of  raising 
regular  corps,  to  be  exclusively  under  state 
authority,  to  serve  in  the  state  only,  and  thus 
be  a  perpetual  substitute  for  the  yeomanry  of 
the  country,  presented  itself  as  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  protecting  the  coasts  from  the  insults 
of  small  bodies  of  the  enemy,  without  too 
much  interrupting  domestic  economy,  by 
perpetually  harassing  the  husbandman,  and 
calling  him  from  his  plough. 

Against  this  plan  also,  general  Washington 
felt  the  necessity  of  remonstrating.  While  the 
regiments  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
were  unfilled,  it  was  apparent  that  its  tendency 
must  be  to  impede  the  progress  of  their  com- 
pletion ;  and  he  deemed  all  measures  of  partial 
defence  impolitic,  which  served  in  diminishing 
the  common  strength.  All  his  influence  could 
only  suspend  a  measure,  of  the  mischievous 
consequences  of  which  he  entertained  such 
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serious  fears;  and)  after  the  new  regiments  had  chap. n. 
been  ordered  to  take  the  field,  though  they  1777. 
were  far  from  being  full,  the  inconvenience  of 
relying  on  militia  only  for  security  against  even 
sudden  invasion,  was  so  strongly  felt,  that  the 
states  generally  resolved  to  raise  particular 
corps  of  regular  troops  for  individual  defence. 

As  the  spring  began  to  open,  and  the  season 
for  more  active  operations  to  approach,  the 
first  attentions  of  general  Howe  were  directed 
to  the  destruction  of  the  scanty  resources  pre- 
pared by  the  Americans  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. 

During  the  winter,  magazines  of  provisions 
and  other  stores  had  been  laid  up  in  the  high- 
lands, as  a  place  of  security,  from  whence  the 
garrisons,  and  other  troops  stationed  on  the 
Hudson,  might  draw  their  supplies.  About 
fifty  miles  above  New  York,  on  the  river,  was 
a  small  unimportant  place  called  Peck's-Kill, 
which  had  served  as  a  kind  of  post,  where  mills 
had  been  erected,  and  where,  a  small  body  of 
troops  were  generally  stationed.  This  was 
usually  the  residence  of  the  officer  commanding 
in  the  highlands.  It  was  a  place  intended  for 
the  reception  of  stores,  from  whence  they  were 
distributed  into  the  neighbouring  posts,  as  oc- 
casion might  require.  From  this  post  also, 
parties  were  occasionally  detached  towards  New 
York  to  forage,  and  to  cover  the  country. 
General  Heath  had  commanded  at  it,  but  hav- 
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CHAP,  n.  ing  been  directed  to  succeed  general  Ward  at 
1777.  Boston,  who  had  resigned  his  commission,  the 
command  had  devolved*  on  general  M^Dougal. 
The  strength  of  this  post,  like  that  of  all 
others  depending  for  defence  on  militia,  was 
subject  to  great  fluctuation.  At  some  times  it 
had  amounted  to  three  or  four  thousand  men, 
and  at  other  times  it  was  reduced  to  as  many 
hundred*  General  Howe  had  understood  it  to 
be  a  much  more  considerable  depot  of  stores 
than  it  really  was,  and  as  soon  as  the  ice  was 
out  of  the  river,  took  advantage  of  the  occa- 
sional weakness  of  M*Dougal,  to  plan  an  ex- 
pedition against  it,  for  the  purpose  of  either 
destroying,  or  bringing  away  the  stores  there 
deposited.*^ 
M«^»3-  Colonel  Bird  was  detached  up  the  river  on 
this  service,  with  about  five  hundred  men, 
under  convoy  of  a  frigate  and  some  armed  ves- 
sels. General  M*Dougal,  whose  numbers  did 
not,  at  that  time,  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  received  timely  notice  of  his  approach, 
and  exerted  himself  for  the  removal  of  the 
stores  into  the  strong  country  in  his  rear* 
Jj^j^  Before  this  could  be  effected  the  enemy  ap- 
pcck'..Kia  peared;  and  finding  himself  unable  to  oppose 
them,  he  set  fire  to  the  remaining  magazines, 
and  to  the  barracks,  and  retired  about  two 
miles  into  the  strong  grounds  back  of  Peck's- 

^Annual  Register. 
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Kill.  The  conflagration  was  completed  by  the  chap.u. 
enemy,  who  then  r<±umed  to  New  York.  irrr. 
During  their  short  st^y,  a  piquet  guard  was 
attacked  by  colonel  Wiilet^  and  driven  in  with 
die  loss  of  a  lew  men;  a  circumstance  believed 
by  general  M'Dougal  to  have  hastened  the 
re-embarkation  of  the  detachment.  The  quan* 
tity  of  stores  in  the  magazines  was  not  so  con- 
siderable as  had  been  expected,  and  of  conse* . 
quence,  the  injury  done  in  this  expedition  was 
much  less  than  had  been  counted  on  by  the 
British  general  when  he  directed  it.  A  re-en- 
forcement  of  about  two  thousand  militia'  had 
been  ordered  from  Connecticut;  and,  not  long 
after  the  destruction  of  Peck^s-Kill,  about  half 
that  number  actually  arrived. 

At  Danbury  on  the  western  frontier  of  Con-  AtnaoiMiry, 
necticut,  not  far  from  the  highlands  of  New 
York,  military  stores,  to  a  considerable  amount 
had  likewise  been  deposited.  Although  this 
place  was  not  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the 
sound,  yet  the  intervening  country  was  so 
rough;  the  troops  from  the  eastward  were  so 
frequently  passing  through  the  town;  and  the 
zeal  of  the  neighbouring  militia  so  much  relied 
on;  that  the  magazines  collected  at  it,  were 
believed  to  be  secure  against  any  sudden  attack 
from  the  enemy.  In  addition  to  the  means  of 
defence  which  have  been  stated,  general  Wash- 
ington  had  ordered  as  many  of  the  draughts 
made  by  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  fil!  up  their 
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CHAP.  II.  continental  regiments,  as  the  place  was  capable 
I  Vi7^  of  accommodating,  to  b^ssembled  there  for  the 
double  purpose  of  being  inoculated,  and  of 
furnishing  a  guard  to  the  stores.  But  under 
this  order,  only  fifty  men  had  been  collected. 
Apr"-  Against  Danbury,  however,  an  expedition  was 
projected,  and  two  thousand  men  under  the 
command  of  governor  Tryon,  major  general  of 
the  provincials  in  the  British  service,  assisted 
by  brigadiers  Agnew  and  sir  William  Erskine, 
were  employed  in  it. 

On  the  25th  of  April  the  fleet  appeared  oflF 
the  coast  of  Connecticut,  and  in  the  evening, 
landed  the  troops,  without  opposition,  at 
Campo,  between  Fairfield  and  Norwalk. 
Geheral  Silliman,  who  was  then  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  immediately  dispatched  expresses 
to  alarm  and  call  out  the  militia.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  proceeded  almost  undis- 
turbed, to  Danbury,  which  they  reached  about 
two  o'clock  the  next  day;  and  which  place, 
with  the  magazines  it  contained,  they  set  on  fire 
and  destroyed.  Colonel  Huntington  who  had 
occupied  the  to\vn  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
militia  and  continental  troops,  retired  on  their 
approach,  to  a  neighbouring  height,  where  he 
waited  the  re-enforcements  which  were  assem- 
bling from  the  country.  General  Arnold  was 
also  in  the  neighbourhood,  superintending  the 
recruiting  service.  He  joined  general  Silliman 
at  Reading,  where  that  officer  had  collected 
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about  five  hundred  militia.  General  Wooater  cha>.il 
ivho  had  resigned  his  commission  in  the  con-  1777. 
tinental  service^  and  been  appointed  major 
general  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  fell  in 
with  them  at  the  same  place;  and  they  pro- 
ceeded that  night,  through  a  heavy  rain  to 
Bethel,  about  eight  miles  from  Danbury. 
Here  they  halted ;  and  having  heard  next  morn- 
ing, that  the  enemy,  after  destroying  the  town 
and  magazines,  were  returning;  they  divided 
their  troops,  and  general  Wooster  with  about 
three  hundred  men  fell  in  their  rear,  while 
Arnold  with  about  five  hundred,  crossing. the 
country,  took  post  in  their  front  at  Ridgefield. 
Wooster  came  up  with  them  about  eleven  in 
the  morning,  attacked  their  rear  with  great 
gallantry,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  which 
he  was  mortally  wounded,  and  his  troops  com- 
pelled to  give  way.*  The  enemy  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  Ridgefield,  where  they  found  Arnold, 
who  had  only  arrived  about  an  hour  before 
them,  already  intrenched  on  a  strong  piece  of 
ground,  and  prepared  to  dispute  their  passage. 
A  warm  skirmish  ensued,  which  continued 
nearly  an  hour,  when  Arnold  was  compelled  to 
give  way,  and  being  unable  to  rally  his  men,  .  , 

retreated  to  Paugatuck,  about  three  miles  east 
of  Norwalk.  The  enemy  remained  that  night 
at  Ridgefield,  which  they  also  set  on  fire^  and 

*  Congress  voted  a  ihonument  to  his  memory. 
n2 
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GHAF.g.  by  break  of  day  next  morning  resumed  their 
1777     march*     They  were  mqt  about  eleven  in  the 
April  28.    morning  by  Arnold,  whose  nflmbers  increased 
during  the  day  to  something  more  than  one 
thousand  men,  among  whom  were  some  con- 
tinental artiUery,  and  infantry  ^  and  a  continued 
I  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  five    in   the 

afternoon,  when  the  enemy  reached  a  hill  near 
their  ships  where  they  made  a  stand*  Here  the 
Americans  charged  them  with  intrepidity  but 
were  repulsed,  and  broken.  Availing  them- 
selves of  this  circumstance,  the  enemy  immedi- 
ately re-embarkedj  and  returned  to  New  York: 
The  day  before  this  detachment  landed  at 
Campo,  twelve  square  rigged  vessels,  with 
some  troops  on  board,  sailed  up  the  Hudson  and 
anchored  above  Dobbs'  ferry,  where  they  were 
supposed  to  be  stopped  by  a  strong  north  wind, 
during  which  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  get 
further  up  the  river.  While  this  wind  con- 
tinued to  blow,  general  M^Dougal  received  in- 
telligence of  the  advance  of  governor  Try  on  on 
Danbury^  and,  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  him 
On  his  retreat,  while  he  should  be  pressed  by 
the  Connecticut  militia,  ^set  out  on  the  night  of 
.the  27th  from  Peck^s^Kill  with  about  twelve 
hundred  men,  and  marching  all  night,  reached 
Bedford,  a  town  not  far  from  the  road  leading 
from  Ridgefield  to  Norwalk,  next  morning 
about  ten  o'clock.  There  he  was  informed  of 
the  hasty  retreat  of  general  Tryon,  and  de^air- 
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ing  of  overtaking  him,  returned  to  Peck's- Kill,  oup.u. 
liirhich  place  he  thought  too  important  to  hazard  1777. 
by  a  long  absence  at  too  great  a  distance 
from  it.  Had  he  arrived  before  Ridgefield  iini» 
abandoned,  the  situation  of  the  enemy  virould 
certainly  have  been  rendered  extremely  critical* 
Notwithstanding  the  very  decided  inferiority  of 
force  opposed  to  them,  the  skirmishes  were 
repeated  with  so  much  vivacity,  that  when  they 
reached  their  ships,  their  ammunition  of  which 
they  had  received  sixty  rounds  per  man,  is 
understood  to  have  been  entirely  exhausted, 
and  the  men  to  have  been  rendered  by  extreme 
&tigue,  almost  imfit  for  further  action. 

The  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  the 
enemy,  amounted  to  about  oiie  hundred  and 
seventy  men.  The.  loss  of  tlie  Americans  was 
represented  by  the  British  general  to  have  been 
much  more  considerable.  By  themselves,  it 
was  not  admitted  to  exceed  one  hundred.*  In 
this  number,  however,  were  comprehended, 
general  Wopster,  lieutenant  colonel  Gould,  and 
another  field  officer,  killed,  and  colonel  Lamb 
wounded.  Sev»al  other  officers  and  volunteers 
were  killed;  and  this  circumstance,  which  was 
occasioned  by  the  peculiar  degree  of  danger  to 
which  the  brave  are  exposed  while  commanding 
undisciplined  troops,  might  have  produced  in 
the  enemy  an  opinion,  that  the  American  loss 
was  much  greater  than  was  in  reality  sustained. 
At  the  s^me  time,  it  is  to  be  recoUected  that. 
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cHAP.iL  the  action  having  been  principally  sustained  by 
If 77.    militia,  suddenly  collected,  and  suddenly  dis<^ 
persed,  the  accounts  given  of  their  loss  may 
not  be  accurate. 

In  the  magazines  destroyed  at  Danbury  were 
military  and  hospital  stores  to  a  considerable 
amount,  which  were  greatly  needed  by  the 
army;  but  the  loss  most  severely  felt  was, 
upwards  of  one  thousand  tents,  which  had  been 
provided  for  the  campaign  now  about  to  open. 
The  materials  of  which  this  important  article 
is  made,  was  so  very  scarce  in  the  United  States^ 
as  not  to  be  attainable  on  any  terms  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  replace  those  which  were  lost  on 
this  occasion.  Yet  it  may  well  be  doubted 
whether  much  was  gained  by  the  expedition. 
The  destruction  of  the  houses  at  Danbury  and 
Ridgefield,  served  to  increase  the  public  irri- 
tation; the  opposition  experienced  in  a  country 
totally  unprepared  for  their  reception,  of  whose 
militia  a  considerable  part  had  been  detached- 
to  the  aid  of  a  neighbouring  st&te;  and  the 
celerity  with  which  a  body  of  two  thousand 
men  found  it  necessary  to  re-embark  on  board 
their  ships,  after  having  penetrated  only  twenty 
miles  into  the  country;  gave  strong  and  public 
evidence  of  the  difficulty  which  would  attend 
an  attempt  to  hold  any  part  of  the  main  land  of 
New  England.  One  object  of  the  expedition 
is  understood  to  have  been  to  countenance  the 
friends  of  the  former  government  in  that  part  of 
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the  state  adjoining  New  York,  and  to  give  chap.h, 
them  a  safe  opportunity  of  assembling  round  1777. 
the  royal  standard.  So  far  as  this  hope  was 
entertained,  it  was  completely  disappointed. 
No  recruits  were  obtained,  and  such  as  might 
have  been  inclined  to  favour  their  cause,  instead 
of  deriving  confidence  from  the  expedition, 
were  rather  discouraged  from  declaring  them- 
selves openly,  by  the  precipitate  manner  in 
which  this  strong  detachment  had  been  com- 
pelled to  retreat.  In  a  letter  to  governor 
Trumbull  on  this  subject,  general  Washington 
after  expressing  his  regret  for  the  loss  which 
had  been  sustained,  very  justly  remarked, 
"  that  from  these  events,  we  derive  the  conso« 
lation  of  knowing  that  the  sentiments  of  the  * 
people  are  still  powerfully  directed  to  liberty; 
and  that  no  impression  of  the  enemy,  be  it 
ever  so  sudden  and  imexpected,  will  pass  with 
impunity." 

This  enterprise  was,  not  long  afterwards, 
successfully  retaliated.  The  enemy  had  been 
for  some  time  employed  in  collecting  forage 
and  provisions  on  the  eastern  end  of  Long  island. 
This  country  was  supposed  to  be  so  completely 
secured  by  their  armed  vessels  which  perpetu- 
ally traversed  the  sound,  that  the  protection  of 
the  stores,  deposited  at  a  small  post  called 
Sagg  harbour,  for  transportation  to  New  York, 
was  confided  to  a  schooner  with  twelve  guns, 
and  a  company  of  infantry. 
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cHAP.iL  General  Parsons^  who  commaiided  a  few  of 
1777.  the  Ccmnecticut  recruits  at  New  Haven,  a 
place  of  rendezvous  from  whence  they  were  fo 
be  marched  to  Peck's*Kill,  conceiving  it  to  be 
very  practicable  to  elude  the  cruizers  of  the 
enemy  and  to  surprise  this  small  party,  and 
some  other  posts  not  very  remote  from  it,  in- 
trusted the  execution  of  his  plan  to  lieutenant 
colonel  Meiggs,  a  very  gallant  officer,  who  had 
accompanied  Arnold  in  his  memorable  march 
to  Quebec,  and  had  been  taken  prisoner  in  the 
unsuccessful  attempt  made  on  that  place  by 

Expedition   Montgomcry.     He  embarked  with  about  two 

MdnsM    hundred  and  thirty  men,  on  board  thirteen 

whale-boats,  and  proceeded  along  the  coast  to 

'    Guilford,  from  whence  he  was  to  cross  the 

sound.     Here  he  was  detained  for  some  time 

by  high  winds,  and  a  rough  sea;  but  on  the 

M«y.  23d  of  May,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
he  re-embarked  one  hundred  and  seventy  of 
his  detachment,  and  proceeded  under  convoy 
of  two  armed  sloops,  across  the  sound,  to  the 
north  division  of  the  island,  near  Southhold. 
The  east  end  of  Long  island  is  deeply  intersected 
by  a  bay,  on  the  north  side  of  which  had  been 
a  small  foraging  party,  against  which  the  ex- 
pedition was  in  part  directed,  but  they  had 
marched  to  New  York  two  days  before.  H&re^ 
however,  information  was  received,  that  the 
stores  had  not  yet  been  removed  from  Sagg  har* 
hour,  which  lies  in  the  northern  division  of  the 
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island,  and  that  the  small  guard  still  remained  chap.  u. 
for  their  defence.  The  boats  were  immediately    i77r. 
conveyed  across  the  land,  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  miles,  into  the  bay,  where  the  ti*oops  re- 
embarked,  and,  crossing  the  bay,  landed  about 
four  miles  from  Sa^  harbour,  at  two  o'clock  in 

the  morning,  which  place  they -completely  sur- 

prised  and  carried  with  charged  bayonets*  At  "^y^- 
the  same  time  a  division  of  the  detachment 
secured  the  armed  schooner,  and  the  vessels 
with  the  forage  which  had  been  collected  for 
the  supply  of  the  army  at  New  York.  These 
were  set  on  fire,  and  entirely  consumed.  Six 
of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  ninety  of  them 
taken  prisoners.  A  very  few  escaped  under 
cover  of  the  night. 

Having  thus  completely  effected  the  object 
of  his  expedition,  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man,  colonel  Meiggs  returned  to  Guilford  with 
his  prisoners;  ^'  having,"  as  was  stated  in  the 
letter  of  general  Parsons,  giving  an  account  of 
the  enterprise,  "  moved  with  such  uncommon 
celerity,  as  to  have  transported  his  men,  by 
land  and  water,  ninety  miles  in  twenty-five 
hours.^'  As  a  mark  of  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct,  congress  directed  a  sword  to  be  pre- 
sented to  him,  and  passed  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  high  sense  entertained  of  his  merit, 
and  of  the  prudence,  activity,  and  valour,  dis- 
played by  himself  and  his  party,  in  this  expe- 
dition. 

VOL.  III.  o 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


^g  THt  LIFE  OF 

cHAP.it.  The  solicitude  of  the  state  govcmments  to 
1777.  retain  within  their  respective  limits,  and  for 
partial  objects,  a  part  of  the  force  raised  for  the 
general  defence,  was  not  the  only  interference 
with  the  plan  formed  by  the  commander  in  chief 
for  the  conduQl  of  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Congress  feeling  a  particular  apprehension 
April  10-  for  Phikdelphia,  resolved^  *'  that  a.  camp  be 
immediately  formed  on  the  western  side  of 
the  Delaware,  to  which  the  continental  troops 
in  Philadelphia,  and  on  their  march  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  should  be  ordered  to 
repair  with  all  expedition. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  put  not  less  than  three  thou- 
sand of  the  militia  of  th,at  state  in  readiness  to 
march  to  the  camp  before  mentioned,  on  the 
shortest  notice.'' 

These  resolutions,  however,  were  accompa- 
nied with  an  order,  "  that  general  Washington 
be  immediately  informed  by  express  of  the  re- 
solves agreed  on ;  and  that  he  be  informed  that 
congress  mean  not  by  forming  a  camp  on  the 
west  of  Delaware,  to  delay  the  continental 
troops,  or  to  prevent  their  joining  the  army 
under  his  command,  as  fast  as  he  shall  think 
proper  to  order  them." 

The  judgment  of  the  commander  in  chief 
H^as  completely  made  up  respecting  the  dispo- 
sition of  his  army  when  it  should  first  take  the 
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field.  He  was  entirely  convinced  that,  while  chap.u. 
general  Bui^oyne  would  either  endeavour  to  irrr. 
takeTiconderoga,  and  to  penetrate  from  thence 
through  the  country  to  the  Hudson,  or  would 
join  the  grand  army  at  New  York  by  sea ;  ge- 
neral  Howe  would  either  endeavour  by  moving 
up  that  river  to  possess  himself  of  the  forts  and 
high  grounds  at  present  occupied  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, or  would  attempt  Philadelphia.  That  the 
one  or  the  other  plan  of  operations  would  be 
adopted,  he  did  not  doubt;  but  he  possessed 
no  means  of  deciding  which  would  be  the  first 
object  of  the  campaign*  He  had  therefore  de- 
termined to  take  post  on  the  high  grounds  in 
Jersey,  something  to  the  north  of  the  road 
leading  through  Brunswick  to  Philadelphia. 
This  position  was  recommended  by  many  con- 
siderations. It  afforded  to  Philadelphia  the 
same  protection  which  could  have  been  given 
by  his  army  on  the  west  side  of  the  Delaware, 
j  while  it  covered  great  part  of  the  state  of  Jersey ; 
and  possessed  this  additional  advantage,  that 
he  mig^t  with  great  facility  move  from  thence 
to  the  highlands  on  the  Hudson,*  should  the 
operations  of  the  enemy  take  that  direction. 
This  being  his  decided  opinion,  and  his  army 

I  *  Generals  Greene  and  Knox,  had  been  directed  soon 

after  the  troops  were  placed  in  winter  quarters,  tp  view 
all  the  posts  commanding  the  passes  through  the  high- 
lands on  the  Hudson,  in  order  to  the  adoption  of  a  more  • 
improved  system  for  their  defence* 
o2 
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CHAP.  iL  being  too  weak  to  admit  of  division,  he  rc- 
irrr.  quested  that  the  camp  on  the  west  of  the  Dela-* 
ware,  if  formed,  should  be  composed  entirely  of 
militia,  and  that  the  continental  troops  should 
be  pressed  forward  with  the  utmost  possible 
dispatch,  to  join  him  in  the  Jerseys« 

That  the  events  of  the  next  campaign  would 
be  of  great,  perhaps,  of  decisive  importance 
to  the  issue  of  the  war,  and  the  independence 
of  tlje  country,  had  been  long  expected  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  who  had  used  through  the 
winter,  every  human  eflPort  to  prepare  the 
means  of  giving  it  a  favourable  termination. 
Congress,  and  the  state  governments,  had  been 
pressed  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude  on  the 
subject  of  raising  men.  Though  his  early 
hopes  respecting  the  number  of  regular  troops, 
which  would  compose  his  army,  had  been 
cruelly  disappointed ;  and  he  not  only  found 
himself  in  a  situation  by  no  means  adapted  to 
carry  into  eflFect  the  active  and  offensive  system 
of  operations  he  had  meditated,  but  scarcely 
capable  of  maintaining  defensive  war;  he  still 
preserved  that  steady  and  persevering  courage, 
which  had  supported  himself  and  the  American 
cause,  through  the  gloomy  scenes  of  the  precede 
ing  year;  and  that  solid  judgment  which  applies 
to  the  best  advantage  those  means,  which  are 
attainable,  however  inadequate  they  may  be. 

In  the  uncertainty  with  which  the  first  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  were  yet  enveloped,  and 
the  equal  necessity  of  defending  the  three  great 
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points,  Ticonderoga,  the  highlands  of  New  chap.u. 
Yoiic,  and  Philadelphia,  against  two  powerful  irrr. 
armies  so  much  superior  to  him  in  arms,  in 
numbers,  and  in  discipline;  it  was  necessary  to 
make  such  an  arrangement  of  his  force  as  would, 
so  &r  as  was  practicable,  enable  the  parts  reci- 
procally to  aid  each  other,  without  neglecting 
objects  of  great,  and  almost  equal  magnitude, 
which  were  alike  threatened,  and  which  were  far 
asunder.  To  eflFect  this,  if  possible,  the  northern 
troops  including  those  of  NewYork,  were  divided 
between  Ticonderoga,  and  Peck's  Kill ;  while 
those  from  Jersey  to  the  south,  including  North 
Carolina,  were  directed  to  assemble  in  Jersey, 
where  a  camp  was  to  be  formed  on  tlie  high 
and  strong  grounds  near  the  Raritan.  The 
more  southern  troops  were  not  drawn  from  that 
weak  quarter  of  the  union,  but  remained  for 
its  protection.  If  the  army  of  Canada  should 
join  that  of  New  York,  by  sea  ;  the  troops  at 
Feck's-Kill,  and  those  in  Jersey,  could  very 
readily  be  united  for  the  defence  either  of  the 
highlands,  or  of  Philadelphia.  If  Burgoyne 
should  attempt  Ticonderoga,  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes,  with  a  view  of  penetrating  from  thence 
to  Albany,  and  thus  ol^taining  the  command  of 
the  Hudson,  the  force  at  Peck's-Kill  was  posted 
in  such  a  manner  .as  to  furnish  detachments  to 
aid  the  American  northern  army. 

These  arrangements  being  made,    and  the 
recruits,  who  had  all  been  carried  through  the 
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^cHAP.n.  small-pox,  being  collected,  the  camp  at  Morris- 
irrr.  town  was  broken  up ;  the  small  detachments 
called  in ;  and  the  army  a'ssembled  at  Middle* 
brook,  just  behind  a  connected  ridge  of  stroHg 
and  commanding  heights,  not  far  from  the 
Raritan,  north  of  the  road  leading  to  PhiladeU 

phia,  and  about  ten  miles  from  Brunswick.    To 

^y^'    this  place,  general  Washington  repaired  in  per- 
son on  the  28th  of  May. 

This  camp,  naturally  very  defensible  from 
the  extreme  difficulty  with  which  it  could  be 
approached,  was  rendered  still  more  so  by 
intrenchments,  and  various  works  thrown  up 
at  different  places,  which  appeared  to  be  most 
accessible.  The  heights  in  front  of  the  camp 
commanded  a  prospect  of  the  course  of  the 
Raritan,  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  the  hills 
about  Brunswick,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  country  between  that  place  and  Amboy ;  so 
as  to  afford  a  full  view  of  the  most  interesting 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

The  force  brought  into  the  field  by  America, 
required  all  the  aid  which  could  be  derived 
from  a  choice  of  strong  positions,  and  from  the 
most  unremitting  vigilance.  It  appears  frono 
a  return  made  on  the  21st  of  May,  that  the 
total  of  the  army  in  Jersey,  exclusive  of  the 
cavalry  and  artillery,  then  amounted  to  only 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
men,  of  whom  upwards  of  two  thousand  were 
sick.     The  effective  rank  and  file  were  only 
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five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  chap,  lu 
In  this  return,  the  troops  of  North  Carolina    irrr. 
were  not  included,  as  they  had  not  then  joined 
the  army;    and   the   militia  of   New  Jersey, 
amounting  to  about  five  hundred  men,  were 
also  omitted. 

Had  this  army  been  composed  of  the  best  dis- 
ciplined  troo{>s,  its  inferiority  in  point  of  num- 
bers must  have  limited  its  operations  to  defen- 
sive  war ;  and  have  rendered  it  entirely  incomer 
patent  to  the  protection  of  any  place,  which 
could  only  be  defended  by  a  battle  in  the  open 
field.  But  more  than  half  the  troops  ^  were 
unacquainted  with  the  first  rudiments  of  mili- 
tary duty,  and  had  never  yet  looked  an  enemy 
in  the  face.  An  additional  cause  for  diminish- 
ing  the  confidence  otherwise  to  have  been 
placed  in  them  was,  that  many  of  the  soldiers, 
especially  from  the  middle  states,  were  fo- 
reigners, many  of  them  servants,  on  whose 
attachment  to  the  American  cause  it  was  not 
safe  entirely  to  rely.  To  avail  himself  of  this 
unfavourable  circumstance,  general  Howe  had 
offered  a  large  reward  to  every  soldier  who 
would  desert,  and  had  promised  additional 
compensation  to  those  who  would  bring  their 

♦  The  extreme  severity  of  the  service,  wded  perhaps- 
by  the  state  of  the  hospitals,  had  carried  to  the  gi-ave 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  soldiers  who  had  served  the 
preceding  campaign  and  been  engaged  for  more  than  one 
year. 
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chap.il  arms  with  them.  The  eflFect  of  these  promises 
irrr.  had  been  seriously  felt,  and  their  fiiture  opera- 
tion,  especially  among  the  servants  who  had 
been  recruited,  was  greatly  dreaded.  To  dimi* 
nish  this  operation  and  to  allure  in  turn,  from 
the  service  of  the  enemy,  those  misguided  Ame- 
ricans  who  had  engaged  with  them,  but  might 
now  wish  to  be  again  received  into  the  bosom 
of  their  country,  general  Washington  had  urged 
on  congress  the  policy  of  allowing  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  freemen  to  the  servants  who  had 
inlisted;  and  of  giving  full  pardons  to  all  Ame- 
ricans who  would  quit  the  service  of  the 
enemy.  These  recommendations,  like  almost 
every  other  proceeding  from  the  same  source, 
received  the  ready  attention  of  congress,  and 
resolutions  were  passed  in  conformity  with 
them. 

It  was  by  no  means  an  unimportant  part  of 
the  plan  of  the  campaign,  as  a  movement  by- 
land  towards  Philadelphia  was  thought  probable^ 
to  constitute  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Dela- 
ware, an  army  of  militia,  strengthened  by  a 
few  continental  troops,  under  an  experienced 
officer,  to  defend,  in  front,  the  passage  of  that 
river.  Arnold  was  then  in  Philadelphia,  cm- 
ployed  in  settling  his  accounts;  and  this  ser- 
vice was  intrusted  to  him. 

General  Sullivan  also  lay  at  Princeton  with 
a  body  of  continental  troops,  increasing  in  num- 
ber by  the  recruits  arriving  from  the  southward 
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and  with  some  Jersey  militia.     He  had  been  chap.h. 
directed  to  hold  himself  in  perpetual  expecta-    irrr. 
tion  of  the  enemy,  to  send  his  baggage  and 
provisions  to  places  less^  exposed,  and  to  be  in 
readiness  to  move  at  any  instant  to  a  place  of 
greater  security,  where  hi$  left  could  not  be  so 
readily  turned,  and  from  whence  he  might  ha-* 
rass  the  flanks  of  the  enemy  on  a  march,  and 
preserve  a  communication  with  the  army  at 
Middlebrook.     He  was  directed  by  no  means 
to  risk  a  general  action  of  his  whole  detachment, 
but  to  act  entirely  as  a  partisan  corps,  and  on 
the  first  movement  of  the  enemy  to  place  his 
main  body  in  security,   and  to  harass  them 
with  parties  detached  for  that  purpose.     Mea- 
sures were  also  taken  to  put  the  militia  of  Jer- 
sey in  readiness  to  take  the  field  so  soon  as 
offensive  operations  should  commence.    It  was 
intended,  not  that  they  should  remain  embo- 
died  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  and  acting 
with  the  continental  army,   but  that,  ranging 
the  country  in  small  parties,  they  should  hang 
upon,  and  harass  the  flanks  of  the  enemy. 

The  first  and  real  object  of  the  campaign, 
on  the  part  of  general  Howe,  was  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Philadelphia.  It  had  been  proposed  to 
renew  the  plan,  which  had  been  partly  executed 
the  last  year,  of  marching  through  Jersey,  and, 
after  securing  the  submission  of  that  state, 
crossing  the  Delaware  on  a  portable  bridge 
constructed  in  the  winter  for  the  purpose,  and 

VOL.  III.  p 
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CHAP,  n.  proceeding  by  land  to  that  city.  It  was  sup- 
1777.  posed  that  if,  in  the  execution  of  this  plan; 
the  Americans  could  be  brought  to  a  general 
action  on  equal  ground,  the  royal  army  pos- 
sessed advantages  which  must  ensure  a  victory ; 
but  that  if  Washington,  declining  an  engage- 
ment, should  again  be  pressed  before  them 
over  the  Delaware,  their  object  would  yet  be 
certainly  obtained. 

Had  the  enemy  taken  the  field  at  the  first 
evening  of  the  season,  before  the  continental 
troops  were  assembled,  it  is  probable  that  this 
plan  might  have  been  executed  without  any 
serious  obstruction;  but  the  tents,  and  camp 
equipage,  expected  from  Europe,  not  Arriving 
until  about  the  last  of  May;  general  Wash- 
ington had,  by  the  most  indefatigable  exertions, 
collected  his  army,  and  taken  possession  of, 
and  in  some  degree  fortified,  the  very  advan- 
tageous post  on  the  heights  of  Middlebrook,  ^ 
before  the  British  army  was  in  motion.  On 
ground  so  advantageous  as  this  it  would  be 
dangerpus  to  attack  him;  for  although  his 
camp  might  be  forced,  yet  victory  would  most 
probably  be  attended  with  such  loss,  as  to  have 
the  consequences  of  a  defeat,  and  totally  disable 
the  victor  from  reaping  its  fruits. 

If  it  was  deemed  too  hazardous  to  attack  the 
strong  camp  occupied  by  general  Washington 
at  Middlebrook,  it  was  an  experiment  not  less 
dangerous  to  attempt  to  cross  the  Delaware,  to 
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dispute  the  passage  of  which  an  army  was  col-  chap.u. 
lecting  on  its  western  bank,  while  that  under  1777. 
the  command  of  general  Washington  remained 
unbroken  in  his  rear.  It  coxjiported,  therefore, 
with  the  cautious  temper  of  sir  William  Howe 
to  devise  some  other  plan  of  operation,  to  be 
resorted  to  in  the  event  of  being  unable  to 
draw  the  American  general  from .  his  present 
advantageous  position. 

The  two  great  bays  qf  Delaware  and  Che- 
sapeak,  which  run  deep  into  the  country,  and 
into  which  the  whole  fleet  could  be  securely 
brought,  so  as  to  co-operate  in  a  great  degree 
with  the  land  forces  \4Uich  might  be  safely 
transported  within  a  few  days  march  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  landed  at  a  place  from  whence 
their  march  would  be  obstructed  by  no  rivers, 
and  only  opposed  by  the  American  army  on 
equal  ground,  readily  suggested  the  alternative 
of  proceeding  by  water,  should  he  be  unable  to 
manoeuvre  general  Washington  out  of  his  pre- 
sent encampment. 

Having  settled  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  June. 
received  some  small  re- enforcements  with  the 
necessary  camp  equipage  from  Europe,  such 
of  the  troops  still  remaining  in  New  York,  as 
were  designed  for  active  service,  began  about 
the  beginning  of  June,  to  pass  over  into  Jersey, 
and  were  soon  followed  by  genera)  Howe  in 
person ;  who,  having  left  a  guard  for  the  defence 
of  Amboy,  assembled  his  army  at  Brunswick, 

p2 
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CHAP.  If.  and  gave  strong  indications  of  an  intention  to 

1777.    penetrate  through  the  country,   to  the  Dela- 

j«ncis.    ware ;    and  tjius  reach  Philadelphia  by  land. 

He  brought  with  him  a  number  of  waggcms, 

and  flkt  bottomed  boats,  supposed  to  be  intended 

for  the  passage  of  that  river. 

Persuaded  from  these  appearances  that  an 
expedition  up  the  Hudson  could  not  be  at  pre- 
sent contemplated,  and  believing  himself  too 
weak  either  to  act  against  the  enemy  or  to 
defend  his  own  camp,  general  Washington 
ordered  to  his  immediate  aid  the  continental 
troops  assembled  at  Peck's-Kill,  except  one 
thousand  effectives,  who,  with  the  assistance 
>  of  the  militia  were  deemed  adequate  to  the  pro-  ^ 
tection  of  the  passes  in  the  highlands  ftom  any 
force  which  could  now  be  brought  to  act  against 
them. 

Thirteenth.  In  the  mean  time,  a  select  corps  of  riflemen 
was  formed  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Morgan,  an  officer  who  had  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  unfortunate  attempt  to 
storm  Quebec.  To  great  personal  courage,  he 
added  all  that  watchfulness,  that  indefatigable 
exertion,  and  that  happy  mixture  of  caution 
and  'enterprise,  so  peculiarly  requisite  in  the 
formation  of  a  character  intrusted  with  the 
command  of  a  partisan  corps,  designed  to  act 
on  the  lines  of  a  formidable  enemy. 

He  was  ordered  to  take  post  at  Vanvighton's 
bridge  on  the  Raritan,  just  above  its  confluence 
with  the  Millstone  river,  and  watch,  with  very 
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small  %Goat£ng  purttes,  the  left  flank  of  the  chap.h. 
British  army.  His  attention  was  particularly  irrr. 
directed  to  the  roads  leading  from  Brunswick 
ton^ards  Millstone,  Princeton,  and  the  country 
generally  tbrough  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  pass,  either  to-go  to  Philadelphia,  to  turn  the 
rig^  wing  of  the  army  at  Middlebrook,  or  to 
make  any  attempt  on  general  Sullivan.  On 
any  movement  of  the  enemy,  he  was  instructed 
to  seize  every  opportunity  to  fall  on  their  flank, 
and  to  gall  them  as  much  as  possible;  but  to 
tstke  especial  care  never  to  permit  himself  to  be 
surrounded,  or  to  have  his  retreat  to  the  airmy 
cut  off.  w 

General  Sullivan,  also,  was  ordered  to  change 
his  position,  and  to  occupy  the  high  grounds 
of  Rocky-hill,  as  a  place  of  greater  security. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  British 
army,  leaving  two  thousand  men  under  the 
command  of  general  Matthews  at  Brunswick, 
advanced  in  two  columns  towards  the  Delaware." 
The  front  of  the  first,  under  lord  Comwallis,  sirwmiam 
reached  Somerset  court-house,  nine  miles  from  o^^'^ 

Somenet 

Brunswick,  b^'  the  appearance  of  day;  and  thp^^J^J;^^ 
second,  under  the  command  of  general  De 
Heister,  about  the  same  time  reached  Middle- 
bush,  which  lies  between  Somerset  court-house 
and  Brunswick,  on  a  road  to  the  east  of  that 
taken  by  lord  Comwallis. 

This  movement  is  stated  by  sir  William 
Howe  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  of  in^ 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


110  THE  LIFE  OF 

CHAP.  If.  ducing  general  Washington  to  quit  liis  fortified 
\777.  camp  at  Middlebrook,  and  approach  the  Dela- 
ware, in  which  event,  he  expected  to  bring  on 
a  general  engagement  on  ground  less  disadvan- 
tageous'than  that  now  occupied  by  the  Ameri- 
can army.  That  officer,  however,  was  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  importance  of  his  present 
position  to  abandon  it,  and  throw  away  the 
advantages  it  gave  him.  On  the  first  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  was  in  motion  he  drew  out  his 
whole  army,  which  he  posted  to  great  advan^* 
tage  in  order  of  battle,  on  the  heights  in  front 
of  his  camp.  This  position  was  constantly 
maintained.  The  troops  remained  in  order  of 
battle  during  the  day,  and  in  the  night,  they 
slept  on  the  ground  to  be  defended.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  militia  of  Jersey,  with  an  ala- 
crity heretofore  unexampled  in  that  state, 
obeyed  the  orders  given  them,  and  took  the 
field  in  very  great  numbers.  They  principally 
joined  general  Sullivan,  who  had  retired  behind 
the  Sourland  hills  towards  Flemingtown,  where 
an  army  of  some  respectability  was  forming, 
which  could  readily  join,  or  otherwise  co-ope- 
rate  with  that  under  the  more  immediate  in- 
spection of  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  settled  purpose  of  general  Washington 
was  to  defend  his  camp,  but  not  to  hazard  a 
general  action  on  other  ground,  by  advancing 
from  the  heights  he  occupied  into  the  open 
country,    either  towards    the  enemy   or   the 
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Delaware.  Had  his  numbers  even  warranted  cHAP.n. 
offensive  operations,  general  Howe  had  taken  irrr. 
a  position  by  no  means  assailable.  His  right 
and.firont  were  covered  by  the  Raritan,  and  his 
left  by  the  Millstone  river.  That  officer  seems 
not  to  have  had  it  in  contemplation  to  tempt  the 
American  general  to  attack  him,  by  exposing 
any  part  of  the  British  army ;  but  to  act  on 
his  anxiety  for  Philadelphia  and  thereby  induce 
him  to  quit  the  strong  ground  about  Middle- 
brook,  for  a  position  nearer  the  Delaware,  in 
order  to  defend  the  passage  of  that  river.  After 
succeeding  in  this,  he  had  little  doubt  of  being 
able  to  bring  on  an  enga|pnent,  in  which  he 
counted  with  great  certainty  on  victory.  The 
motives,  however,  which  had  decided  general 
Howe  not  to  attempt  a  march  through  Jersey, 
leaving  the  American  army  in  full  force  in  his 
rear,  had  determined  Washington  to  allow  him 
to  proceed  to  the  Delaware,  if  such  should  be 
his  intention,  throwing  in  his  way  only  those 
impediments  which  might  harass  and  delay  his 
march ;  but  maintaining,  with  his  main  army, 
the  high  and  secure  grounds  north  of  the  road 
to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  until  an  opportunity 
should  be  given  him  of  striking  with  manifest 
advantage  some  important  blow. 

He  was  not  long,  however,  in  penetrating  the 
desigiis  of  his  adversary.  He  soon  perceived 
the  intention  of  his  present  movement.  ^*  The 
views  of  the  enemy,"  he  writes  in  a  letter  of 
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CHAP,  f I.  the  17th,  to  goneral  Arnold,  "  must  be  to  des- 
irrr.  troy  this  army,  and  get  possession  of  Philadel- 
phia. I  am,  however,  cleady  of  opinion  that 
they  will  not  move  that  way,  until  they  have 
endeavoured  to  give  a  severe  blow  to  this  army. 
The  risk  would  be  too  great  to  attempt  to  cross 
a  river,  when  they  must  expect  to  meet  a  for- 
midable  opposition  in  front,  and  would  have 
such  a  force  as  ours  in  their  rear.  They  might 
possibly  be  successful,  but  the  probability 
would  be  infinitely  against  them.  Should  they 
be  imprudent  enough  to  make  the  attempt,  I 
shall  keep  close  .upon  their  heels,  and  will  do 
every  thing  in  my  ^wer  to  make  the  project 
fatal  to  them. 

^  *  But  besides  the  argument  in  favour  of  their 
intending,  in  the  first  place,  a  stroke  at  this 
army,  drawn  fi-om  the  policy  of  the  measure, 
every  appearance  contributes  to  confirm  the 
opinion.  Had  their  design  been  for  the  Dela- 
ware in  the  first  instance  they  would  probably 
have  made  a  secret,  rapid  march  for  it,  and 
not  have  halted  so  as  to  awaken  our  attention, 
and  give  us  time  to  prepare  for  obstructing 
them.  Instead  of  that,  they  have  only  advanced 
to  a  position  necessary  to  facilitate  an  attack  on 
our  right,  the  part  in  which  we  are  most  ex- 
posed.  In  addition  to  this  circumstance,  they 
have  come  out  as  light  as  possible,  leaving  all 
their  baggage,  provisions,  boats,  and  bridges 
at  Brunswick.     This  plainly  contradicts  the 
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idea  of  their  intending  to  push  for  the  Dela-  chap,  il 
ware."  irrr. 

Having  formed  this  opinion  of  the  designs  of 
the  enemy^  the  plan  of  general  Washington 
was  to  collect  at  Middlebropk  all  the  force 
which  could  properly  be  drawn  from  other 
quarters  y  so  as  to  reduce  the  security  of  his 
army,  in  its  present  position,  to  the  greatest 
possible  certainty ;  and  to  be  in  a  condition  to 
embrace  any  fair  opportunity  which  might  oflfer 
to  make  an  advantageous  attack.  In  th^  mean- 
time, with  his  rifle  corps,  and  with  light  bodies 
of  militia,  countenanced  by  a  few  continental 
troops,  he  proposed  to  haifes  them,  and  weaken 
their  numbers  by  continual  skirmishes.  He 
had,  on  their  first  collecting  in  force  at  Bruns- 
wick, ordered  strong  detachments  of  conti- 
nentals from  Peck's- Kill,  of  whom  only  two 
brigades,  one  under  general  Parsons,  and 
another  under  general  Vamum,  had  as  yet 
jffrived;  and  in  further  execution  of  his  present 
plan,  he  now  directed  a  part  of  the  troops  under 
general  Sullivan  to  re-enforce  his  right,  which 
he  continued  to  fortify;  and  the  residue  to 
maintain  their  station  about  the  Sourland  hills, 
with  orders  to  endeavour,  in  the  event  of  a 
movement  against  him  by  the  enemy,  to  join 
the  main  army;  or  if  that  should  be  impracti- 
cable, to  fall  briskly  on  their  flank,  or  rear. 

Finding  that  the  American  army  could  not 
be  drawn  from  a  position  in  which  he  deemed 
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catAP.iL  it  unsafe  to  attack  them,  and  psrdbably  ii^- 
irrr.  enced  in  some  degree  by  the  temper  now  mani- 
fested by  the  militia,  general  Howe  determined 
to  waste  no  more  time  in  threatening  Philadel- 
phia by  land,  but  to  withdraw  his  army  from 
Jersey,  and  in  pursuit  of  the  principal  object 
of  the  campaign,  embark  them  as  expeditiously 
as  possible  for  the  Chesapeak,  or  the  Dela- 
ware, On  the  19th,  in  the  night,  leaving  the 
works  which  had  been  commenced^  half  finished, 
he  returned  to  Brunswick,  and  on  the  22d,  to 
urtOTis  to  Amboy,  where  he  threw  over  the  channel,  which 
separates  the  continent  from  Staten  island,  the 
bridge  designed  for  tYie  Delaware,  and  passed 
over  the  heavy  baggage  and  a  few  of  his  troops 
to  that  island,  from  whence  the  embarkation  of 
his  army  was  to  be  made. 

This  retreat  was  conducted  with  some  marks 
of  precipitation,  and  many  of  the  farm  houses 
on  the  route  are  said  to  have  been  burnt. 

From  his  own  observations,  and  the  intelli- 
gence he  received,  general  Washington  had 
expected  the  movement  from  Brunswick,  and 
had  made  dispositions  to  derive  some  advan- 
tages from  it.  He  had  detached  general  Greene 
with  three  brigades,  for  the  purpose  of  falling 
on,  and  annoying  the  British  rear.  General 
Sullivan  was  also  directed  to  move  with  his 
division  from  the  Sourland  hills  and  to  co- 
operate with  Greene.  General  Maxwell  was 
ordered  to  fall  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  on 
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their  march  to  Amboy.   In  the  mean-time,  the  chap.il 
main  army  paraded  on  the  heights  of  Middle-    irrr. 
brook,  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
require. 

About  sunrise,  colonel  Morgan,  in  pursuance 
of  his  orders,  attacked  and  drove  in  a  piquet 
guard,  on  which  the  enemy  threw  themselves 
into  some  redoubts,  which,  on  the  approach  of 
Wayne  and  Morgan  they  evacuated;  imme- 
diately after  which,  they  commenced  their 
march  to  Amboy.  Some  sharp  skirmishing 
took  place  between  this  party  and  Morgan's 
regiment,  in  which  the  latter  acted  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  their  general;  but  the  hope  of 
gaining  any  important  advantage  was  entirely 
disappointed.  Sullivan  was  unable  from  his 
distance,  and  the  late  hour  at  which  he  received 
his  orders,  to  come  up  in  time;  the  express 
sent  to  general  Maxwell  either  deserted  to  th^ 
enemy,  or  was  taken;  and  the  roof  division  of 
the  British  being  stronger  than  was  expected, 
the  force  on  the  lines  could  make  no  impression 
on  it;  and  the  retreat  to  Amboy  was  eifected 
without  any  considerable  loss. 

In  order  to  cover  his  light  parties  which  were  jtneu. 
on  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  them  some  injury  on  their  retreat  to 
Staten  island,  general  Washington  now  moved 
from  his  strong  camp  at  Middlebrook,  to 
Quibbletown,  which  lies  six  or  seven  miles 
from  thence,  on  the  road  to  Amboy.     Lord 

<t2 
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CHAP.UL  Stirling's  division. was  advanced  a  few  miles 
1777.  still  lower,  and  nearer  the  enemy,  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Metucking  meeting-house, 
in  order  to  act  with  the  parties  which  were  on 
the  lines,  should  the  retreat  from  Amboy  offer 
the  means  of  injuring  their  rear. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  appeared  practicable 
to  general  Howe  to  bring  on  an  engagement. 
toSttSrSe  With  this  view,  and  probably  in  the  hope  of 
!!SIricM*^  turning  the  left  of  the  American  army  and  gain- 
MSiiSrook,ing  the  heights  behind  them,  he  recalled,  on 
d£S»ointed.  thc  uight  of  thc  25th,  the  troops  .which  had 
passed  over  to  Statcn  island,  and  very  early 
ntxt  morning,  the  army  made  a  rapid  move- 
ment in  two  columns  towards  Westfield,  The 
right,  under  the  command  of  lord  Comwallis, 
took  the  route  by  Woodbridge  to  the  Scotch 
Plains;  and  the  left,  accompanied  by  sir  WiU 
liam  Howe  in  person,  marched  by  Metucking 
meeting-house,  to  join  the  rear  of  the  right 
column,  in  the  road  from  thence  to  the  Scotch 
Plains.  It  was  intended  that  the  left  should 
have  taken  a  separate  route  about  two  miles 
after  their  junction  with  the  other  column,  in 
order  to  have  attacked  the  left  flank  of  the 
American  army  at  Quibbletown;  while  lord 
Cornwallis  should  gain  the  heights  on  the  left 
of  the  camp  at  Middlebrook.  Four  battalions 
with  six  pieces  of  cannon  were  detached  to 
take  post  at  Bonhamtown.^ 


8  General  Howe's  letter. 
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About  Woodbridge,  the  right  column  of  the  chap.ii. 
enemy  fell  in  with  one  of  the  light  parties    irrr, 
detached  to  watch  their  motions;  and  notice 
being  thus  received  of  this  movement,  general 
Washington  immediately  penetrated  its  object, 
and  discerned  his  danger.     The  whole  army 
was  instantly  put  in  motion.     It  regained  with 
the  utmost  celerity  the  camp  at  Middlebrook, 
and  took  possession  of  the  heights  on  the  left, 
which  it  was  supposed  the  enemy  had  designed 
to  seize.     Lord  Cornwallis,  on  his  route  fell  i^co^- 
in  with  lord  Stirling,  and  a  smart  skirmish  SJ^SS*  - 
ensued,  in  which  the  latter  was  driven  fromSdUrtb^ 
his  ground  with  the  loss  of  three  field  pieces 
and  a  few  men.     From  thence  he  retreated  to 
the  hills  about  the  Scotch  Plains,    and  was 
pursued  as  far  as  Westfield.    Here  the  column 
under  lord  Cornwallis  halted;  and  perceiving 
the  passes  in  the  mountains  on  the  left  of  the 
American  camp  to  be  guarded,  and,  of  conse- 
quence, that  the  object  for  which  this  skilful 
manoeuvre  had  been  made  was  unattainable,  he 
returned  through  Rahway  to  Amboy;  and  the 
whole  army  crossed  over  to  Staten  island  from    y^^ 
whence  the  embarkation  for  the  Delaware  or 
Chesapeak,  was  to  take  place. 

While  retiring  from  Westfield,-  the  British 
army  was  watched  by  the  brigades  of  Scott  and 
Conway,  the  former  of  whom  entered  Amboy 
immediately  after  that  place  had  been  evacuated 
by  th^  enemy;  but  no  opportunity  was  given, 
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cHAP.iL  daring  the  rctrtat,  of  attacking  them  to  any 
irrr.   advantage. 

So  soon  as  the  intention  of  evacuating  the 
Jerseys  had  been  indicated,  general  Washing, 
ton  countermanded  the  orders  which  had  been 
given  to  the  continental  troops  at  Peck's-Kill. 
Two  brigades,  which  had  proceeded  as  far  as 
Pompton  Plains  to  join  him,  now  returned  to 
their  former  station^  with  directions  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  move  on  the  shortest 
notice.  His  doubts  concerning  the  object  of 
the  enemy  were  renewed.  That  they  contem- 
plated some  expedition  by  water  was  probable, 
but  whether  that  expedition  would  be  against 
Philadelphia,  or  up  the  North  river,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing  those  pas.ses  in  the  moun- 
tains to  which  he  had  ever  attributed  so  much 
importance,  was  a  question  which  their  present 
movements  furnished  no   means  of  solving. 


J«dy».  Before  sir  William  Howe  had  in  any  degree 
developed  his  views,  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  that  Ticonderoga  was  threatened. 
This  intelligence,  however,  was  not  so  explicit 
as  to  give  any  assurance  that  a  serious  effort 
was  to  be  made  in  that  quarter,  or  that  the 
present  appearance  was  any  thing  more  than  a 
feint  made  by  a  small  detachment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  attention  of  the  Americans 
this  direction,  while  the  main  army  of  Canada 
should  be  united  to  that  of  New  York  by  sea. 
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This  uncertainty  suspended  for  a  few  dajrs  the  Q"^"' 
march  of  the  troops  designed  for  that  service,  1777. 
in  the  event  of  a  real  attack  on  Ticonderoga; 
but  Nixon's  brigade  was  ordered  to  embark 
immediately  for  Albany,  and  the  brigades  of 
Parsons  and  Vamum  were  detached  from  Mid- 
dlebrook  to  Peck's-Kill. 

The  probability  of  an  attempt  by  general 
Burgoyne  to  penetrate  by  the  way  of  the  lakes 
and  the  Hudson  to  Albany,  gave  additional 
strength  to  the  opinion  that  the  design  of  Howe 
must  be  to  seize  the  passes  in  the  mountains 
on  the  Hudscm,  and  thus  effect  a  junction 
between  the  two  armies,  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  the  entire  command  of  that  river.  Yet 
the  commander  in  chief  could  not  permit  him- 
self  to  yield  entirely  to  this  impression,  lest 
any  movement  he  should  make  in  consequence 
of  it,  might  open  to  the  enemy  a  ready  way 
by  land  to  Philadelphia.  This  army  therefore 
maintained  its  station  at  Middlebrook ;  but  as 
the  possession  of  the  lower  part  of  the  North 
river,  enabled  general  Howe  to  make  a  sudden 
and  rapid  movement  against  the  highlands,  he 
directed  general  Putnam,  who  commanded  at 
Peck's-Kill,  to  prepare  for  such  an  event,  by 
calling  to  his  aid,  all  the  militia  that  country 
could  furnish.  "No  time,"  said  he,  **is  to 
be  lost.  Much  may  be  at  stake,  and  I  am 
persuaded,  if  general  Howe  meaiis  to  go  up 
the  river,  he  will  make  a  rapid  and  vigorous 
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cHAT.iL  push  to  gain  the  highland  passes.    The  militia 
iT77m    cannot  object  to  turning  out,  as  the  time  of 
their  detention  cannot  be  long.     Mr.  Howe's 
movements  will  be  soon  understood." 

A  change  of  the  position  of  the  shipping  from 
Prince  bay  to  the  watering  place,  and  a  move- 
ment of  the  army,  with  the  military  stores  and 
baggage,  from  the  coast  opposite  Amboy  to 
the  north  end  of  the  island,  relieved  the  com- 
mander in  chief  from  any  apprehension  of  a 
sudden  march  to  Philadelphia,  and  determined 
him  to  change  his  own  position.  Leaving  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  of  light  dragoons^ 
to  cover  the  country  from  Newark  to  Amboy, 
and  protect  the  inhabitants  against  small  plun- 
dering parties,  he  moved  the  main  body  of  the 
army  to  Morristown,  and  advanced  general 
Sullivan  with  his  division  on  the  way  to  Peck's- 
Kill,  as  far  as  Pompton  Plains,  with  directions 
to  be  in  constant  readiness,  to  proceed,  or 
return,  as  the  occasion  might  require.  At 
Morristown,  the  American  army  was  more 
convenient  to  the  highlands  of  New  York,  and 
yet  not  so  far  removed  from  Middlebrook,  as 
to  be  unable,  should  the  enemy  return  to  Jer- 
sey, to  regain,  with  the  utmost  certainty,  that 
camp,  before  it  could  be  seized  by  Howe. 

Meanwhile,  the  British  general  prosecuted 
with  the  utmost  diligence,  his  plan  of  embar- 
kation, which  was  necessarily  attended  with 
circumstances  indicating  a  much  longer  voyage 
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than  that  up  the  North  river.  These  circum-  chap,  il 
stances  were  immediately  communicated  to  the  1777. 
eastern  states,  who  were  advised  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  defence,  should  that 
country  become  once  more  the  seat  of  war; 
while  congfress  was  earnestly  pressed  to  improve 
the  fortifications  on  the  Delaware,  and  the 
obstructions  to  the  progress  of  a  fleet,  which 
had  been  placed  in  that  river. 

In  the  midst  of  these  appearances,  certain 
intelligence  was  received,  that  Burgoyne  was 
in  great  force  on  the  lakes,  and  was  advancing 
with  a  powerful  army  against  Ticonderoga. 
This  intelligence  in  a  great  measure  confirmed 
the  opinion  to  which  Washington  was  already 
much  inclined,  that  although  small  parties 
might  threaten  other  places,  the  main  object  of 
Howe  must  be  to  effect  a  junction  with  Bur- 
goyne  on  the  North  river.  The  policy  of  such 
a  system  of  co-operation  appeared  to  him  so 
obvious,  that  he  believed  it  would  certainly  be 
adopted.  Under  this  impression,  he  ordered 
Sullivan  to  proceed  immediately  to  Peck's-Kill, 
and  moved  himself  to  Pompton  Plains.  If  the 
intention  of  general  Howe  should  be  against 
the  passes  in  the  highlands,  **  we  shall  not,*' 
concludes  his  letter  stating  this  movement  to 
congress,  **  be  too  early,  as  a  favourable  wind  joiyw. 
and  tide  will  carry  him  up  in  a  few  hours.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  Philadelphia  be  his  object, 
he  cannot  get  round  before  we  can  arrive  there, 
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cHAP.iu  nor  cam.  he  debark.  Im  trQopfi,  £Ki4  jrowedi  kf^ 
irrr.    tend,  before  w^q»^  oppose  him-" 

The  convictioa  still  rexn^aining  thajt  the  8^wd» 
effort  of  the  eneoQ^y  would  b^  laade  on  the  Nortb 
river,  general  Washington,,  after  halting  a  few 
days  at  Pompton  Plains,  deena^d  it  pirop^r  t^ 
^>pro9Ah  still;  neaj^er  what  he  believed  woid4 

be  the  great  and  interesting  theajtre  of  actioOg^ 

J^'y  *^'  advanced  to  the  Clove,  where  he  de^^soaxiieci 
to  remain  until  the  views  of  the  enemy  dhp^ld 
be  completely  disclpsed.  In  this  situaftiqii,  h^ 
at  first  requested  that  the  North  QaroUna  troops^ 
who  h^  stopped  at  Philadelphia  flight  hp 
ordered  to  join  him ;  but  on  receiving  infpmiiaf- 
tion  that  great  part  of  the  British  fl^eet  had  fallcja 
down  from  the  watering  place  to  th^:  Qooka,  he 
requested  general  Nash,  who  comn^^^ded  the 
regiments  of  North  Carolina^  tohal^  atTi;aaton; 
and  directed  general  Sullivan  npt  to-  a^os^  the 
North  river.  General  Putnam  who  conpimanded 
at  Peck's- Kill,  was  anxiously  caiutipiied  to  ujste 
all  his  vigilance  to  guard  agarinst  any  suddei^ 
sittemipt  that  might  be  made  on  hin^  from  New 
York;  success  in  which  would,  be  the  mpre 
deeply  felt,  in  conseqjience  of  the  late  cala9iity 
to  the  northward,  where  Ticoncjeroga.  and 
Mount  Independence,  had  ^len  into  thie  hands 
of  the  enemy.  The  information  that  ppxt  of 
the  fleet  had  dropped  down  to  the  Hook,  was 
soon  followed  by  intelligence  that  the  shipping 
were  moving,  fron^  the  watering  place,  up  to 
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N>fcW  Tortt;  Md  that  several  Uranfiports  con-  chap.ti. 
v^^d  by  di  ship  of  vmtj  had  proceeded  up  as  irrr. 
hi^h  a6  Dobl)ift'  ^rry .  The  passesin  the iiigh- 
hd^^  vrtte  ntW  supposed  to  be  certainly  their 
C^ct,  and  Smllivaa,  who  had  been  advanced 
^  (£^  as  Nifcw  Windsor,  was  ordered  immedi- 
^^ty  to  cross  the  Hudson,  and  take  post  in  the 
rear  of  Peck's- Kill,  on  tlie  east  side  of  that 
river.  Liijfrd  Stirling  was  also  ordered  to  d-oss 
die  river,  and  |oin  gefneral  Putnam. 

Thus  uncertain  must  ever  be  tike  designs, 
and  emboirassihg  the  movements,  of  an  enemy 
^^^9  ^7  possessing  without  competition  the 
l^emmand  of  the  water^  can  transfer  himself 
with  fistcility  to  any  state  oa  the  Atknttc ;  and 
threaten  at  oiice,  and  with  impunity,  tlie  whole 
line  of  our  extensive  coast. 

While  the  general  thus  anxionriy  watched 
the  per{^xing  movements  of  the  enemy,  a  very  . 
agreeable  ahd  unlocked  for  piece  of  intelligmce 
was  received  from  the  eastward.  The  command 
of  the  British  troops  in  Rhode  Island  had  now 
devdived  on  major  general  Prescot.  Thinking 
himself  p^fectly  secure  in  an  island^  the  watar 
surrounding  whicli  wks  believed  to  be  entirely 
guarded  by  his  cruisers,  and  at  the  head  of  an 
army  greatly  silperic^  to  uiy  force  then  collected 
in  that  department,  he  indulged  himself  in  con- 
venient quarters,  rather  distant  from  camp; 
and  being  entirely  unapprehensive  of  danger, 
was  remiss  with  respect  to  the  guards  about 
a2 
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cHAP.u.  his  person*  Information  of  this  negligence 
1777.  was  communicated  to  the  main,  and  an  expe- 
dition to  the  island  was  planned  for  the  purpose 
of  surprising  Prescot  in  his  quarters,  and  bring- 
ing him  off.  This  spirited  enterprise  was 
undertaken  by  lieutenant  colonel  Barton  of  the 
Rhode  Island  militia,  and  was  executed  with 
great  courage  and  address.. 

On.  the  night  of  the  10th  he  embarked  on 
board  four  whale-boats  at  Warwick  neck,  with 
a  party  consisting  of  about  forty  persons,  in- 
cluding captains  Adams,  and  Philips,  and 
several  other  officers ;  and  proceeding  about 
ten  miles  by  water,  unobserved  by  the  guard 
boats  of  the  enemy,  although  several  ships  of 
war  lay  in  that  quarter,  landed  on  the  west  of 
the  island  about  midway  between  Newport  and 
Bristol  ferry,  and  marching  a.  mile  to  the 
quarters  of  general  Prescot,  very  dexterously 
seized  the  centtnel  at  his  door,  and  one  of  his 
aids-du-camp.  .The  general  himself  was  taken 
out  of  bed,  and  without  being  allowed  time  to 
put  on  his  clothes,  was  conveyed,  with  equal 
secrecy  and  dispatch,  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  success  attending  this  intrepid  and  hand- 
some enterprise,  gave  more  >  joy  throughout 
America,  than  it  would  have  been  entitled  to 
from  its  importance ;  because  it  was  supposed 
to  secure  the  liberation  of  general  Lee,  by  ena- 
bling Washington  to  offer  for  him  in  exchange, 
an  officer  of  equal  rank ;    an  event  rendered, 
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perhaps,  the  more  agreeable,  by  having  acquired  chap.ii. 
that  officer  under  circumstances  not  very  unlike    irrr. 
those  which  had  lost  Lee  to  the  American  ser- 
vice* 

Congress,  in  a  resolution,  expressed  their 
high  sense  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  colonel 
Barton,  and  his  party ;  and  as  a  mark  of  their 
approbation,  presented  him  with  a  sword. 

As  the  fleet  fell  down  towards  Sandy  Hook, 
general  Washington  withdrew  slowly  from  the 
Clove,  and  disposed  his  army  in  different  divi- 
sions,  so  as  to  march  with  the  utmost  rapidity 
to  any  point  which  might  be  attacked.  He  at 
the  same  time  recommended  it  to  congress,  to 
assemble  the  militia  of  the  lower  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Chester;  and  of  Delaware,  at 
Wilmington  ;  while  a  number  of  persons  should 
be  employed  to  keep  a  look  out  from  the  capes 
of  Delaware,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  the  first 
appearance  of  a  fleet  off*  that  coast.  He  also 
requested  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  to  call 
out  the  militia  contiguous  to  the  Delaware,  to 
meet  at  Gloucester,  a  small  town  on  the  east 
side  of  that  river,  just  below  Philadelphia. 

At  length,  after  considerable  and  probably -hk  British 
unavoidable  delay,    the   embarkation   of   theemiiark. 
British  army  was  completed,  and  the  fleet  put 
to  sea. 

The  force  embarked  with  general  Howe  on 
this  expedition,  consisted  of  thirty-six  British 
and  Hessian   battalions,    including  the  light 
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cBm>.iL  iaSsatry  asid  i^nadierfe,  witk  a  pDwerfiil  attil'* 
1777.  fery;  m  New  York  ooq»  caited  the  queea's 
nmgens,  afod  a  regittient  df  ttgbt  htirst.  Tlie 
residue  of  the  army  was  divided  between  Neir 
York  and  Rhode  idainL  Seventeea  battalions, 
xridi  a  r&^iaent  of  light  horse,  and  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  new  provincial  corps,  were  1^ 
for  the  protectioa  of  New  York,  and  the  ad* 
jCHning  island ;  as  well  aa  to  co-operate  with 
Burgoyiie.  Seven  battalioiiB  were  rtationed  in 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  said  that  the  original 
intention  of  general  Howe  was  to  have  taken 
with  him  a  still  greater  foroe;  but,  on  the 
remonstrances  of  general  sir  Henry  Clintoci, 
who  was  left  to  command  at  New  York,  and 
who  represented  the  danger  to  which  the  isfands 
would  be  exposed,  from  the  extensiveness  of 
their  coasts,  and  the  great  number  of  posts 
nece^arily  to  be  maintained,  he  relanded 
several  regiments. 
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CBAPTER  III. 

Qeiifii:^!  WasJbioigton  commences  l^s  march  to  the  Dela- 
ware..«.He  takes  measures  for  checking  Burgojne.*.. 
Expedition  of  general  Sullivan  against  Staten  island««». 
BrilMK  fliMt  eom»  vp  thu  Chtsapeak  and  land  an  armjr 
wi4tr  air  William  Qowe  al^Elk  riTer«..«General  Wash- 
ington advaacest  to  Btand7DRine.««*Lord  Comwallis  at* 
tacks  Maxwell's  corps  and  compels  them  to  retreat.... 
The  American  army  defeated  at  Brandy  wine,  and  re- 
trei^  to  Che9ter....After  a  riight  skirmish  compelled 
agam  to  retire,  croasi  the  Sicbuylkill  and  proceed  tn 
French  creek....Ceneral  Wayne  surprised,  and  after  a 
sharp  action  compelled  to  retreat....  Washington  marches 

*  to  Pottsgroye....General  Howe  takes  possession  of  Phi- 
hMielpfaki..MC<nigre88  remove  to  Lancaster. 


v)N  receiving  intelligence  ^t  the  British    1777. 
8ect  had.  sailed  fronk  New  York,  the  American 


July. 


army  immediately  commenced  its  march  in  dif-  wSSgion 
fereni  diybions  to  the  Delaware.    About  the  S^^^!!^ 
time  of  its  departure^,  a  letter  from  sir  William  m^Iw. 
Howe  directed  to  general  Burgoyne  at  Quebec, 
containing  the  information  that  '^  he  was  exhi- 
biting th^  appearance  of  moving  to  the  south- 
ward^ while  his  real  intent  was  against  Boston, 
from  whence  he  would  co-operate  with  the  army 
of  Canada,''  wa^  delivered  to  general  Putnam 
by  the  person  who  had  received  it,  as  was  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  to  Quebec,  and 
was  immediately  transmitted  by  general  Putnan# 
to  the  commander  in  chief.     The  stratagem 
entirely  fiuled  of  producing  the  impression  it 
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cHAp.iiL  was  designed  to  make.  General  Washing^ton 
1777.  had  no  hesitation  in  determin.  the  letter  to 
have  been  written,  with  a  design  i  t  it  should  fidl 
into  his  hands,  and  mislead  him  with  respect  to 
the  views  of  the  enemy.  It  served  to  confirm  the 
'  opinion,  either  that  Philadelphia  was  the  object, 
or  that  general  Howe  had  put  to  sea  with  the 
fleet,  merely  to  draw  him  from  the  North  river, 
after  which  he  would  suddenly  return,  and  by 
a  rapid  movement  sei^e  the  passes  in  the  high- 
lands. The  danger  to  which  the  fleet  was  ex- 
posed of  being  dispersed  at  sea,  rendered  it, 
however,  improbable,  that  a  feint,  attended  with 
so  much  hazard,  would  be  made.  That  con- 
sideration decided  him  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
movement  to  the  southward  was  real :  yet  all 
suspicions  concerning  the  North  river  were  not 
entirely  removed. 

Whilst  the  utmost  exercise  of  vigilanee  and 
judgment  on  the  part  of  the  American  general 
were  necessary  to  conduct  the  operations  of  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command,  the  events 
in  the  north  were  too  deeply  interesting  not  to 
He  takes  enffaffc  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  He  felt 
^j^g^  Strongly  the  necessity  of  checking  the  progress 
of  Burgoyne,  and  took  with  promptitude,  those 
measures  which  might  effect  so  important  an 
object.  Letters  were  addressed  to  the  gov  ^m- 
ments  of  the  eastern  states,  urging  them  to  re- 
enforce  with  their  militia  the  retreating  army 
of  that  department,  and  to  the  generals  of  the 
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western  parts  of  those  states,  requesting  tliem  chap.ih. 
to  gfet  in  rea'  .  iss  to  move  with  the  utmost  ex-  irrr. 
pedition.  ^^:i|t>r  generals  Arnold  and  Lincoln, 
both  relied  tja  for  their  influence  with  the 
eastern  militia,  both  esteemed  excellent  oiEcers, 
the  former  of  whom  had  from  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  war,  displayed  in  the  field  a  spirit 
of  intrepidity  which  could  not  be  surpassed; 
were  directed  to  join  the  northern  army.  Three 
brigades  of  New  Englaad  continental  troops, 
were  detached  from  Peck's-Kill  on  the  same 
service;  and  soon  afterwards,  colonel  Morgan's 
regiment  of  riflemen,  and  two  regiments  of 
New  York,  were  also  ordered  on  it.  Thus  did 
general  Washington,  with  that  spirit  of  genuine 
patriotism  he  was  in  the  course  of  exhibiting, 
weaken  himself,  in  order  to  strengthen  other 
generals,  whose  strength  would  be  more  use- 
ful. The  fame  of  being  himself  the  leader  of 
the  victorious  army  did  not,  with  a  false  glare, 
dazzle  his  eyes,  or  conceal  from  his  view  the 
superior  public  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
defeating  the  plans  of  Burgoyne. 

As  some  uncertainty  still  remained  respect- 
ing the  destination  of  the  fleet,  it  was  thought 
unadvisable  to  weaken  too  much  the  post  at 
Peck's-Kill,  and  therefore,  the  New  England 
troops,  intended  to  act  with  the  army  imme- 
diately under  the  command  of  general  Wash- 
ington, were  directed  to  cross  the  Hudson, 
and  wait  on   its  western  banks    for   further 

VOL.  III.  s 
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CHAP.  iiL  orders ;  while  other  divisions  were  halted  at 
1777*  different  encampments,  between  that  riyer  and 
the  Delaware.  On  the  30th  of  July,  all  these 
doubts  were  supposed  to  be  removed  by  the 
appearance  of  the  whole  fleet  oflF  the  capes  of 
Delaware.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
assembling  the  detached  parts  of  the  army  in 
the  neigbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  to  which 
place  the  general  immediately  proceeded  in 
person;  and  also  for  marching  from  the  North 
river  as  many  of  the  continental  troops  remain- 
ing at  that  station,  as  could  be  spared  from  its 
defence  against  tlie  force  still  in  New  York. 

Scarcely  were  these  orders  given,  when  the 
aspect  of  affairs  was  totally  changed,  and  it  was 
deemed  proper  to  countermand  them.  An  ex- 
press was  received  from  cape  May  with  infor-  . 
mation  that  the  fleet  had  sailed  out  of  the  bay 
of  Delaware,  and  was  proceeding  eastward. 
The  brigades  which  had  marched  from  Peck's- 
Kill  were  ordered  immediately  to  return,  and 
the  other  divisions  of  the  army  which  were  on 
the  road,  were  directed  to  halt  on  their  present 
ground  for  further  orders.  From  this  time  no 
intelligence  respecting  the  fleet  was  received 
until  about  the  seventh  of  August,  when  it 
appeared,  a  few  leagues  to  the  south  of  the 
capes  of  Delaware,  after  which  it  disappeared, 
and  was  not  again  heard  of  until  late  in  that 
month.  In  the  mean-while,  the  most  perplex- 
ing uncertainty  concerning  its  destination  was 
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universal.  The  fact  was,  that  on  entering- the  chap.ul 
capes  of  Delaware,  the  intelligence  received  by  1777. 
general  Howe  concerning  the  difficulties  which 
would  attend  an  attempt  to  carry  his  fleet  up 
that  bay  and  river,  determined  him  to  relin- 
quish his  original  design,  and  to  transport  his 
army  to  the  Chesapeak.  Having  gone  out  to 
sea  again  with  this  intention,  he  was  so  de- 
tained by  contrary  winds,  as  to  be  unable  to 
reach  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeak  until  the 
16th  of  August. 

General  Washington  employed  this  interval 
in  examining  the  country  about  Philadelphia, 
and  the  works  below  that  place.  Having  paid 
great  attention  to  them,  he  was  entirely  of 
opinion  that  the  defence  of  the  river  should  be 
confined*  to  fort  or  Mud  island  and  Redbank^ 
a  piece  of  high  ground  on  the  Jersey  shore 
opposite  the  island.  This  opinion  was  com- 
municated  to  congress  in  a  long  letter  stating 
at  large  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  founded, 
which  letter  also  intimated  his  intention  to 
march  to  Coryell's  ferry,  a  position  sufficiently 
near  to  Philadelphia,  and  fit)m  wluch  he  would 
be  enabled  sooner  to  gain  the  North  river, 
should  the  next  appearance  of  the  fleet  be  to  the 
eastward. 


*  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  take  and  defend  a  po> 
sition  lower  down  the  river,  at  BilUngsport. 

s  2 
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CHAP.  iH.  While  the  designs  of  the  enemy  remained 
irrr.  uncertain,  a  report  was  circulated  in  New  York, 
which  was  countenanced  by  the  British  officers, 
and  communicated  by  deserters  and  spies,  that 
the  fleet  was  only  to  show  itself  in  the  bay  of 
Delaware,  and  then  suddenly  return  to  the 
North  river,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Howe 
to  co-operate  with  Burgoyne.  These  reports 
made  no  impression  on  Washington.  He  was 
confident  that  the  officers  of  the  British  army 
must  be  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  views  of 
their  general,  and  that  any  intelligence  collected 
from  their  conversations,  could  be  only  founded 
on  conjecture,  or  had  been  only  communicated 
to  deceive.  Yet  he  had  always  deemed  it  the 
part  dictated  by  prudence,  to  hold  the  import- 
tant  passes  of  the  highlands  until  the  views  of 
the  enemy  should  be  ascertained,  and  their  force 
located,  in  a  state  of  sufficient  strength  to  resist 
^ny  sudden  attempt  which  might  be  made  upon 
them  before  his  army  could  be  brought  to  their 
defence*  In  pursuance  of  this  system,  he  had 
very  early  made  large  requisitions  on  Connect!* 
cut  and  New  York  for  militia  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  continental  troops  ordered  to  the 
North;  and  these  requisitions  had,  as  usual, 
been  readily  complied  with;  but,  as  was  also 
usual,  these  troops  soon  became  extremely 
impatient  to  return  to  their  homes.  They 
thought  themselves  competent  judges  of  the 
necessity  of  continuing  in  service,  and  they 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


G£0R6£  WASHINGTON.  I33 

could  not  suppose  it  possible,  when  no  enemy  chap,  in. 
vms  in  view,  that  any  motives  could  exist  to    itrr. 
justify  the  immense  sacrifice  made  of  their  pri* 
vatc  interest  and  comfort  by  detaining  them, 
at  tlus  season,  from  their  farms. 

It  was  found  difficult  to  account  for  the  Angnmi. 
length  of  time  which  had  elapsed,  since  any 
information  had  been  received  respecting  the 
fleet  of  the  enemy.  As  the  wind  had  generally 
blown  from  the  south,  it  was  supposed  certain, 
tliat,  had  its  destination  been  to  the  eastward, 
it  must  have  been  discerned  ere  this,  by  some 
of  the  numerous  cruizers  on  that  coast;  and  had 
it  been  for  the  North  river,  it  must  have  reached 
that  place  in  less  than  half  the  time  which  had 
intervened  since  it  had  disappeared.  It  was 
therefore  concluded  by  general  Washington, 
that  sir  William  Howe  must  be  proceeding  to 
the  southward,  and  though  at  first  his  suspi* 
eions  were  directed  to  the  Chesapeak,  the  time 
now  appeared  too  considerable  to  have  been 
employed  in  reaching  that  bay.  Beyond  the 
Chesapeak  there  appeared  no  object  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  grand  army,  except  Charles* 
ton,  where  stores  to  a  very  great  amount  were 
Goliected :  and  against  Charleston,  he  now  began 
to  conjecture  the  expedition  was  designed. 
Even  should  this  conjecture  be  well  founded,  it 
was  entirely  impracticable  to  reach  that  place 
with  his  army  in  time  for  its  relief.  Should 
the  attempt  be  made,  the  troops  would  be  very 
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cHAP.nL  indiscreetly  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  that  un. 
1777.  healthy  climate  in  this  sickly  season,  and  by 
the  time  they  could  reach  Carolina,  general 
Howe  might  re-embark  his  army,  and  return 
to  act  against  Philadelphia,  or  the  posts  on  the 
North  river,  as  might  best  promote  his  views, 
without  the  possibility  of  encountering  an .  op. 
position  which  could  in  any  degree  check  the 
execution  of  his  plans.  To  counterbalance  the 
injury  which  might  be  sustained  in  the  south, 
the  army  under  his  particular  command  ought; 
he  conceived,  to  avail  itself  of  the  weakness  of 
the  enemy  in  the  North,  and  to  be  immediately 
employed,  either  against  the  army  from  Canada, 
or  the  posts  of  the  British  in  New  York  as 
might  promise  most  advantage.  He  had  beeii 
assiduous  since  general  Howe  left  that  place,  in 
collecting  the  most  accurate  information  of  the 
strength  and  position  of  the  troops  remaining 
for  its  defence,  and  believed,  that  consequences 
very  important  to  the  issue  of  the  war  would 
ensue  from  directing  all  his  efforts  either  against 
Burgoyne  or  Clinton.  To  be  in  readiness  for 
the  execution  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  plans, 
he  had  determined  to  move  on  towards  the 


'^°8°^»^  North  river;  but  the  very  day  of  his  communi- 
cating this  determination  to  congress,  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  full  force  in  the  Chesapeak. 

Orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  differ- 
ent divisions  of  the  army  to  unite,  with  the 
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Utmost  expedition,   in  the  neighbourhood  of  chap.iil 
Philadelphia,  in  order  to  proceed  towards  the    irrr, 
head  of  the   Chesapeak;    and  the   militia  of 
Pennsylvania,    Maryland,   Delaware,    and  the 
northern  counties  of  Virginia  were  directed  to 
take  the  field.     These  orders  for  marching  were 
received  by  general  Sullivan,    who  had  been 
encamped  in  Jersey  about  Hanover,  just  on  his 
return  from   an  expedition  to  Staten  Island. 
The  force  of  the  enemy  on  that  island  amounted 
to  between  two  and  three  thousand   men,   of 
whom  nearly  one  thousand  were  provincials, 
who  were  stationed  at  diflperent  places  on  the 
coast  opposite  the  Jersey  shore.     The  British 
and  German  troops,  amounting,  according  to 
the  intelligence  of  general  Sullivan,  to  sixteen 
hundred  men,^  were  in  a  fortified  camp  near  the 
watering  place.     General  Sullivan  thought  itExpeditioo 
practicable  to  surprise  and  bring  off  the  pro-  s^;^ 
vincials  before  they  could  be  supported  by  the  s'*"***"^ 
European  troops,  and  he  was  the  more  stimu- 
lated to  make  the  attempt,  by  their  occasional 
hicursions  into  Jersey.     In  one  of  these  very 
lately  made  as  far  as  Woodbridge,  they  had 
carried  off  a  number  of  cattie  and  about  twelve 
individuals  noted  for  their  attachment  to  the 
American  cause.     This  expedition  was  under- 
taken  with  the  select  troops  of  Jhis  division, 
aided  by  a  few  Jersey  militia  under  colonel 
Frelinghuysen.      They  had   to   march  about 
twenty   miles  to  the  place  of   embarkation, 
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CHAP.  liL  where  only  six  boats  had  been  procured.  Three 
irrr,  of  these  were  allotted  colonel  Ogden  who  com* 
manded  one  detachment  intended  to  attack  co- 
lonel Lawrence,  who  lay  near  the  old  Blazing 
Star  ferry,  and  colonels  Dungan,  and  Allen^ 
who  lay  about  two  miles  from  each  other, 
towards  Amboy.  The  other  three  were  taken 
by  general  Deborre,  who  was  accompanied  by 
general  Sullivan  in  person,  and  who  was  to 
attack  colonel  Barton  near  the  new  Blazing  Star 
ferry,  and,  having  secured  that  party,  to  assist 
Ogden.  General  Smallwood  with  his  brigade 
was  to  cross  at  Halsey's  point,  and  attack  Bus^ 
kirk's  regiment  which  lay  near  Decker's  ferry. 
All  the  troops  crossed  .  over  into  the  island 
before  day,  without  being  perceived  by  the 
enemy.  From  being  misconducted  by.  hia 
guides,  Smallwood  began  his  attack  on  a  dif- 
ferent point  from  that  which  was  intended,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  regiment  he  attacked 
made  its  escape;  but  Ogden  and  Deborre  suc^ 
ceeded  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  Lawrence 
and  Barton  were  completely  surprised,  and 
both  of  them,  with  several  of  their  officers  and 
men,  were  taken.  The  alarm  being  now  given 
it  was  necessary  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in 
drawing  his  forces  off  the  island.  It  had  been 
impracticable  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of 
boats  to  embark  them  all  at  the  same  time ;  and 
some  confusion  appears  to  have  prevailed  in 
this  part  of  the  business.     General  Campbell 
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with  a  considerable  force  advanced  upon  them;  chap,  m. 
and  the  rear  guard,  after  defending  themselves    1777. 
for  some  time  with  grea^  gallantry/  finding  the 
boats  could  not  be  brought  back  to  take  them 
over  the  channel^  were  under  the  necessity  of 
surrendering  prisoners  of  war.  . 

This  enterprise  appears  to  have  been  well 
planned,  and  in  its  commencement  to  have 
been  happily  executed.  Its  disasterous  con- 
clusion is  most  probably  attributable  to  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  boats,  without 
which  the  expedition  ought  not  to  have  been 
undertajken. 

In  his  letters  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
to  congress,  general  Sullivan  reported  that  he 
had  brought  off  elevep  officers,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty  privates.  He  was  also  <^  opinion  thajt 
a  considerable  number  ^lust  have  been  killed 
in  the  different  skirmishes  which  took  place  in 
the  morning.  He  stated  his  own  loss  to  have 
been  one  major,  one  captaiin,  one  lieutenant, 
and  ten  privates  killed^  and  fifteen  wounded; 
smd  nine  officers,  an^iong  whom  were  majcH-s 
Stewart,  Tillard,  and  Woodson,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  privates,  prisoners. 

In  the  account  given  of  this  action  by  general 
Campbell  as  published,  he  stated  himself  to 
have  made  two  hundred  and  fifty- nine  prisoners, 
amcmg  whom  were  one  lieutenant  colonel,  three 
majors,  two  captains  and  fi&een  inferior  offir 
cers. 

voi,.  JII.  T 
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cHAP.iiL      The  British  fleet  having  entered  the  Chesa- 
1777.    peaky  sailed  towards  its  head  with  favourable 

British  fleet  wittds,  and  without  experiencing  any  disaster, 
I  SSdti  ^"^^^^^  ^^^  river,  up  which  they  proceeded  as 

SJwiubS  ^^S^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  safely  navigable.   On  the  twenty- 

STriw.    fifth  of  August,  the  army  landed  without  any 
i  show  of  opposition,  at  the  ferry.     On  the  27th, 

sir  William  Howx  marched,with  one  division,  to 
the  head  of  Elk,  and  the  next  day  advanced  his 
van  to  Gray's  hill,  leaving  general  Knyphausen 
with  three  brigades,  at  the  place  of  landing,  and 

stationing  one  brigade  on  the  communication 

^''«^^'  between  the  two  encampments.     General  Kny- 
phausen was  ordered  to  cross  the  ferry,    and 

take  post  at  Cecil  court-house,  from  whence 

stft^^er^^  he  was  to  proceed  on  the  east  side  and  effect  a 
junction  with  sir  William  Howe,  seven  or  eight 
miles  south  of  Christiana.^ 

The  whole  force  of  the  British  army  which 
landed  at  Elk  ferry  has  been  generally  compu- 
ted at  eighteen  thousand  men.  They  were  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  trained  to  the  service, 
admirably  supplied  with  all  the  implements  of 
war,  and  led  by  a  general  of  experience  and 
unquestionable  military  talents.  If  the  army 
was  in  any  respect  defective,  it  was  in  cavalry 
and  draft-horses.  They  had  been  greatly  dis- 
tressed for  forage  through  the  preceding  winter, 
and  their  horses  had  suffered  in  the  long  voy- 
age from  New  York  to  Elk  river. 

^  General  Ilovfe's  letter. 
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Early  in  the  morning,    the  day  before  sir  chap.iil 
William  Howe  had  landed  at  Elk  ferry,  the    1777. 
American  general  passed  through  Philadelphia  Gen««i 
on  his  way  to  meet  the  enemy.     This  route  gj^-w 
was  taken  in  the  hope  of  making  some  impres- 
sion on  the  disaffected  of  that  city,  many  of 
whom  had  been  greatly  deceived  respecting  the 
strength  of  his  army.     After   stopping  some 
short  time  on  the  Brandywine  to  refresh,  and 
afford   an  opportunity  of  reconnoitring  both 
the  country  and  the  enemy,  the  divisions  of 
Greene  and  Stephen  proceeded  nearer  to  the 
head  of  Elk,  and  encamped  behind  White-clay 
creek. 

Congress  had  directed  general  Snuillwood 
and  colonel  Gist  to  command  the  militia  of 
Maryland,  who  had  been  ordered  by  general 
Washington  to  assemble  near  the  head  of  the 
bay,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  small  par- 
ties-  which  might  be  sent  out  for  horses  and 
forage,  and  generally,  of  threatening  and  haras- 
sing the  rear  of  the  enemy,  when  his  march  to 
Philadelphia  should  commence.  General  Cad- 
walader,  in  whose  activity,  talents,  and  zeal^ 
great  confidence  was  placed,  was  likewise  re- 
quested by  the  commander  in  chief  to  furnish 
every  aid  in  his  power  towards  getting  out 
the  militia,  and  to  take  charge  of  them  until 
the  arrival  of  Smallwood.  The  militia  of  the 
two  lower  counties  of  Delaware  were  also 
directed  to  assemble  under  general  Rodney  in 

t2 
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CHAP.  lit  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  to  co-operate  with 
1777.  those  of  Maryland,  Colonel  Richardson's  conti- 
nental regiment,  which  had  been  stationed  on 
the  Eastern  Shore,  was  also  ordered  to  join 
this  corps. 

The  militia  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  general  Armstrong  were  ex- 
pected to  act  in  concert  with  the  army  which 
was  to  oppose  the  enemy  in  front.  Great  exer- 
tions were  used  to  bring  them  immediately  into 
the  field,  and  to  employ  them  in  watching 
those  parties  which  might  be  detached  to  seize 
horses,  carriages,  and  cattle,  which  it  was 
foreseen  must  be  the  first  objects  of  the  enemy. 

The  scarcity  of  Arms  was  now  severely  felt. 
The  militia  in  general  manifested  some  degree 
of  spirit;  and,  although  the  numbers  required 
by  congress^  did  not  take  the  field,  yet  more 
appeared  than  could  be  armed.  Those  nearest 
danger  were,  as  usual,  most  slow  in  collecting; 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  delays  experienced 
were  principally  occasioned  by  their  exposed 
situation,  and  necessary  attention  to  the  care 
of  their  families  and  property. 

The  real  strength  of  the  American  army 
cannot  be  stated  with  certainty.  It  was  esti- 
mated by  sir  William  Howe  at  fifteen  thousand 
including  militia,  and  this  estimate  probably 
did  not  far  exceed  their  real  total  as  appeared 
by  the  returns.  But  it  is  an  unfortunate  fact, 
aittributable  in  some  degree  to  the  badness  of 
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their  clothing  and  scarcity  of  tents;  and  in  cmap.hl 
some  degree  to  the  neglect  of  the  commissary  1777. 
department  to  provide  those  articles  of  food 
which  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  health, 
that  the  effective  force  was  always  very  far  short 
of  their  total  number.  Including  militia  the 
effectives  did  not  exceed  eleven  thousand. 

Morgan's  regiment  of  riflemen,  which  had 
been  found  particularly  useful  during  the  in- 
cursion of  the  enemy  into  Jersey,  having  been 
detached  in  order  to  Join  the  northern  army,  a 
o^rps  of  lightinfantry  wasnowformed  consisting 
of  nine  officers,  eight  sergeants,  and  a  hundred 
rank  and  file,  from  each  brigade,  the  command 
of  which  was  given  to  general  Maxwell,  who 
in  the  course  of  the  last  winter  had  acquired 
some  reputation  as  a  partisan.  This  c6rps  was 
advanced  to  Iron  hill,  about  three  miles  in  front 
of  White-clay  creek  and  extended  towards 
Atkins'  tavern.  The  cavalry,  consisting  of 
four  regiments,  amounting  to  about  nine  hun- 
dred men,  including  persons  of  every  descrip- 
tion,  were  employed  principally  on  the  lines  in 
watching  the  enemy,  gaining  intelligence,  and 
picking  up  stragglers. 

The  intended  movement  of  general  Howe  on 
the  third  of  September  was  discovered  from 
his  previous  arrangements,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended by  the  commander  in  chief  to  general 
Maxwell,  to  post  a  choice  body  of  men  in  the 
night,  on  an  advantageous  part  of  the  road,  in 
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CHAP.  Ill,  order  to  annoy  him  on'his  march.  In  the  morn- 

1777.    ing  of  the  third,  general  Grant  being  left  with 

six  battalions  at  the  head  of  Elk  to  guard  the 

baggage  and  preserve  a  communication  with 

the  shipping,   the   two   divisions   under  lord 

Com^vallis   and   general   Knyphausen    moved 

forward  and  formed  a  junction  about  Pen cader, 

or  Atkins*  tavern,  where  they  encamped  with 

the  right  at  Pencader  and  the  left  exteiniing 

across  Christiana  towards  Newark.     In  their 

Loniconw   way,  thc  column  under  lord  Comwallis  fell  in 

Maxweu'B    with,  aud  attacked  Maxwell,  who  made  a  short 

comi4i>them  resistauce,  and  then  retreated  over  White-clay 

to  retreat.  '  -^ 

creek,  with  the  loss  of  about  forty  killed  and 
wounded.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy, 
as  stated  in  the  official  letter  of  sir  William 
Howe,  was  only  three  killed  and  nineteen 
wounded.  The  opinion  of  the  Americans, 
corroborated  by  accounts  from  the  country 
people,  ascribed  to  their  arms  in  this  skirniish 
much  more  effect. 
Sept.  5.  The  whole  American  army,  except  the  light 
infantry,  which  remained  on  the  lines,  now 
took  a  position  behind  Red- clay  creek,  having 
its  left  at  Newport  on  the  Christiana,  and  on 
the  road  leading  directly  from  the  camp  of  sir 
William  Howe  to  Philadelphia.  Its  right  ex- 
tended a  considerable  distance  up  the  creek  to 
Hockesson  township.  On  this  ground,  the 
general  thought  it  not  improbable  that  the  fate 
of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  campaign,  might 
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be  decided;  and  here  he  resorted  to  all  the  chap. in. 
means  in  his  power  to  encourage  his  troops,     irrr. 
and  stimulate  them  to  the  greatest  exertions.     


General  Grant,  having  embarked  the  tents  s^^- 
and  heavy  baggage  on  board  the  ships,  joined 
the  grand  army  which  was  again  put  in  motion. 
The  main  body  advanced  by  Newark,  upon 
the  right  of  the  American  encampment,  and 
took  post  within  four  miles  of  that  place,  ex- 
tending its  left  still  further  up  the  country.  A 
strong  column,  in  the  mean-time,  made  a  show 
of  attacking  in  front,  and  after  manoeuvering 
for  some  time,  halted  at  Milton,  within  two 
miles  of  the  centre. 

On  reconnoitring  their  situation,  general 
Washington  very  clearly  perceived  that  the 
column  in  front  was  designed  only  to  amuse, 
while  their  left  should  effect  the  principal  and 
real  object.  That  object  most  probably  was  to 
turn  his  right,  and,  suddenly  crossing  the 
Brandywine,  to  seize  the  heights  on  the  north 
side  of  that  river  and  thus  cut  off  his  commu- 
nication with  Philadelphia.  To  prevent  the 
execution  of  this  plan,  it  was  necessary  to 
change  his  ground.  He  therefore  moved  very 
early  in  the  night,  and  crossing  the  Brandywine, 
took  post  next  morning  behind  that  river,  on 
the  heights  extending  from  Chadd's  ford,  south- 
castwardly.  The  light  corps  under  general 
Maxwell  was  advanced  in  front  and  advanta- 
geously placed  on  the  hills  south  of  the  river, 
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cauLP.iiL  on  the  road  leading  over  Chadd's  fordy  in  order 

1777.    to  gall,  and  skirmish  with  the  advanced  parties 

of  the  enemy,  if,  as  was  expected,  they  should 

approach  in  that  direction.     The  militia  under 

general  Armstrong  were  posted  at  a  ford  two 

miles  below  Chadd's,  and  the  right  extended 

aciit.9.  some  .miles  above  to  guard  other  passes  deemed 
less  practicable.  In  this  position  generic 
Washington  attended  the  movements  of  the 
adverse  army. 

In  the  evening,  Howe  marched  forward  in 
two  columns.  Lieutenant  general  Knyphausen 
with  the  left,  encamped  at  New-Garden,  and 
Kennet-square;  while  lord  Comwallis  with  the 
right,  occupied  a  piece  of  ground  lower  down 
at  Hockesson  meeting-house.  Early  the  next 
morning,  they  united  at  Kennet-square,  about 
seven  miles  from  the  American  army:  from 
whence  their  parties  were  advanced  on  the 
roads  leading  to  Lancaster,  to  Chadd's  ford, 
and  to  Wilmington. 

The  armies  were  now  within  seven  miles  of 
each  other,  with  only  the  Brandy  wine  between 
them,  which,  being  fordable  almost  every  where, 
could  oppose  no  effective  barrier  to  a  general 
engagement.  This  was  sought  by  Howe,  and 
not  avoided  by  Washington.  It  was  impossible 
to  protect  Philadelphia  without  a  victory,  and 
this  object  was  deemed  throughout  America, 
and  especially  by  congress,  of  such  infinite 
magnitude,  as  to  require  that  an  action  should 
be  hazarded  for  its  attainment. 
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Light  parties  were  detached  to  watch  the  chap,  m. 
enemy  in  every  direction,  and  to  give  the  irrr.^ 
earliest  intelligence  of  their  movements. 

On  receiving,  in  the  morning  of  the  11th, 
soon  after  day,  information  that  the  whole  Bri- 
tish army  was  in  motion,  advancing  on  the 
direct  road  leading  over  Chadd's  ford,  the  Ame- 
ricans were  immediately  under  arms,  and  were 
arranged  in  order  of  battle,  for  the  purpose  of 
contesting  the  passage  of  the  river.  The  skir- 
mishing between  the  advanced  parties  soon 
commenced,  and  by  ten  o'clock.  Maxwell's 
corps,  with  very  little  loss  on  either  side,  was 
entirely  driven  over  the  Brandy  wine  below  the 
ford.  Knyphausen,  who  commanded  this  co- 
lumn paraded  on  the  heights,  reconnoitred. the 
American  army,  and  by  various  movements 
appeared  to  be  making  dispositions  to  force  a 
passage  over  the  river.  Every  moment  the 
attempt  was  expected  to  be  made.  A  skirt  of 
woods  with  the  river  divided  them  from  Max- 
well's corps,  small  parties  of  whom  occasionally 
crossed  over,  and  kept  up  with  them  a  scatter- 
ing fire,  by  which  very  little  execution  was  done. 
One  of  these  parties,  however,  led  by  captains 
Waggoner  and  Porterfield,  engaged  their  flank 
guard  very  closely,  killed  a  captain,  with  ten 
or  fifteen  privates,  cleared  the  wood  of  the 
enemy,  and  were  at  one  time  on  the  point  of 
taking  a  field  piece,  which  had  been  placed 
there  to  annoy  the  light  infantry.     The  sharp- 
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cHAP.m.  ncss  of  the  skirmish  soon  drew  a  lai^  body  of 

\777.    the  enemy  to  that  quarter,  and  the  Americians 

were  again  driven  over  the  Brandy  wine. 

About  eleven  in  the  morning,  information 
was  given,  which  reached  general  Washington 
about  noon,  that  a  very  large  column  of  the 
enemy  with  many  field  pieces,  had  taken  a  road 
leading  from  Kennet-square,  directly  up  the 
country,  and  had  fallen  into  the  great  valley 
road  south  of  the  Brandywine,  and  above  its 
forks.  That  they  had  then  turned  into  the 
Valley  road,  and  were  on  their  march  towards 
Tremble's  and  Jeffery 's  fords.  This  information 
was  given  by  lieutenant  colonel  Ross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  was  in  their  rear,  and  who  esti- 
mated their  numbers  at  about  five  thousand 
men.  Colonel  Bland  of  the  cavalry,  who  was 
also  on  the  right,  gave  information  about  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  seen  two  brigades 
advancing  on  that  road,  and  that  the  dust  ap- 
peared to  rise  in  their  rear  for  a  considerable 
distance. 

On  receiving  this  information,  Washington 
formed  the  very  bold  design  of  detaching  Sulli- 
van, and  lord  Stirling,  to  fall  on  the  left  of  the 
column  conducted  by  lord  Cornwallis,  while 
he  should  cross  Chadd's  ford  in  person,  and 
attack  Knyphausen  with  the  centre  and  left 
wing  of  his  army.*  In  the  critical  moment  when 
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this  plan  was  to  be  executed,  counter  intelli-  chap,  ul 
gence  was  received,  inducing  an  opinion  tliat  izrr. 
the  movement  of  the  British  on  their  left  had 
been  merely  a  feint,  and  that  the  column  under 
lord  Comwallis,  after  making  demonstrations  of 
crossing  the  Brandywine  above  its  forks,  must 
have  actually  marched  down  the  southern  side 
of  that  river,  to  reunite  itself  with  Knyphausen. 
A  major  of  the  militia,  who  alleged  that  he 
left  the  forks  of  Brandywine  so  late  in  the  day 
that  it  was  supposed  lord  Comwallis  must  have 
passed  them  by  that  time,  gave  assurances  that 
there  was  no  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  that 
quarter;  and  some  light  horse  who  had  been 
sent  to  reconnoitre  the  road,  returned  with  the 
same  information. 

The  uncertainty  produced  by  this  contradic- 
tory intelligence  was  at  length  removed,  and 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  column  which  was  led  by 
lord  Comwallis,  accompanied  by  sir  William 
Howe  in  person,  and  which  had  taken  a  circuit 
of  about  seventeen  miles,  was  in  great  force, 
and  might  be  expected  to  make  a  very  formi- 
dable attack. 

The  proper  disposition  was'  immediately 
made  to  receive  them.  The  divisions  com- 
manded by  Sullivan,  Stirling,  and  Stephen, 
took  new  ground ;  advanced  a  little  further  up 
the  Brandywine,  and  fronted  the  column  of  the 
enemy  now  marching  down  that  river.  The 
v2 
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CHAP.  HI.  division,  lately  Lincoln's,  now  commanded  by 
1777.  Wayne,  remained  at  Chadd's  ford,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  Khyphausen  in  check ;  in 
which  service  Maxwell's  light  infantry  was  to 
co-operate  with  them,  Greene's  division, 
accompanied  by  general  Washington  in  person, 
formed  a  reserve,  and  took  a  central  position 
between  the  right  and  left  wings. 

,  The  divisions  detached  against  the  column 
led  by  lord  Cornwallis,  formed  hastily  on  an 
advantageous  piece  of  ground,  above  Birming- 
ham  meeting-house,  with  their  left  near  the 
Brandywine,  and  having  both  flanks  covered 
by  a  thick  wood.  The  artillery  was  judiciously 
posted,  and  the  disposition  of  the  whole  was 
said  by  the  enemy  to  have  been  well  made. 
Unfortunately,  in  taking  their  ground,  Sullivan's 
division  made  too  large  a  circuit  and  was 
scarcely  formed  when  the  attack  commenced. 
TheAmeri-  On  comiug  withiu  view  of  the  Americans, 
diJfwS^at    the  British  army,  which  was  advancing^  in  three 

Brandywine,  ^ 

to'LhcsSn  columns,  instantly  formed  the  line  of  battle, 
and  about  half  after  four  the  action  began.  It 
was  kept  up  warmly  for  some  time.  The 
American  right,  which  was  in  some  disorder, 
first  gave  way.  Their  flight  afforded  the  enemy 
great  advantages  over  the  remaining  divisions, 
whose  flank  was  thereby  exposed  to  a  very  gal- 
ling  fire.  They  continued  to  .break  from  the 
right,  and  in  a  short  time,  the  whole  line  gave 
way  and  was  completely  routed.  The  right 
attempted    to  rally,    but,    on    being    briskly 
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charged  by  the  enemy,  again  broke,  and  the  chap.ul 
flight  became  general,  1777. 

On  the  first  commencement  of  the  action  on 
the  right,  general  Washington  pressed  forward 
with  general  Greene  to  the  support  of  that  wing. 
It  was,  however,  impossible  to  get  up,  though 
they  marched  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  until 
the  route  of  that  part  of  the  army  had  become 
complete.  Yet  he  served  to  check  the  pursuit. 
After  having  covered  the  rear  for  a  small  dis- 
tance, the  10th  Virginia  regiment  commanded 
by  colonel  Stevens,  and  a  regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania  commanded  by  colonel  Stewart,  neither 
of  which  had  been  in  action,  were  posted  on 
an  advantageous  piece  of  ground  on  the  road 
taken  by  the  defeated  army,  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  the  enemy  and  securing  the  retreat. 
These  orders  were  very  gallantly  executed,  and 
the  fire  of  these  regiments  made  such  an  im- 
pression,  as,  in  addition  to  the  approach  of 
night,  induced  sir  William  Howe,  after  dis- 
persing them,  to  give  over  the  pursuit. 

When  the  right  was  found  to  be  fully  engaged 
with  lord  Comwallis,  Knyphausen  made  dis- 
positions for  crossing  the  river  in  reality. 
Chadd's  ford  was  defended  by  an  intrenchment, 
and  battery,  with  three  field  pieces  and  a  five 
and  a  half  inch  howitzer.  After  some  resistance, 
the  work  was  forced;  and  the  defeat  of  the 
right  being  about  that  time  known,  no  further 
opposition   was   made   in  this  quarter.     The 
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cHAP.m.  whole  army  retreated  that  night  to  Chester,  and 
irrr.    the  next  day  to  Philadelphia. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Americans  in  this 
action,  has  been  estimated  at  three  hundred 
killed,  and  six  hundred  wounded.  Between 
three  and  four  hundred,  principally  the 
wounded,  were  made  prisoners. 

As  must  ever  be  the  case  in  new  raised 
armies,  unused  to  danger,  and  from  which 
undeserving  officers  have  not  yet  been  expelled, 
their  conduct  was  not  uniform.  Some  regi* 
ments,  especially  among  those  who  had  served 
the  preceding  campaign,  maintained  their 
ground  with  the  firmness  and  intrepidity  of  the 
most  disciplined  veterans,  while  others  gave 
way  as  soon  as  they  were  pressed  by  the  enemy. 
The  authors  of  a  very  correct  history  of  the 
war,^  speaking  of  this  action,  say  '*  a  part  of 
their  troops,  among  whom  were  particularly 
numbered  some  of  the  Virginia  regiments,  and 
the  whole  corps  of  artillery ,  behaved  exceedingly 
well  in  some  of  the  actions  of  this  day,  exhibit, 
ing  a  degree  of  order,  firmness,  and  resolution ; 
and  preserving  such  a  countenance  in  extremely 
sharp  service,  as  would  not  have  discredited 
veterans.  Some  other  bodies  of  their  troops 
behaved  very  badly.''* 

^  Annual  Begiater* 
♦  General  Deborre's  brigade  broke  first,  and  on  an 
inquiry  being  directed  by  congress  into  his  conduct,  he 
resigned.    A  misunderstanding  existed  between  him  and 
Sullivan,  on  the  right  of  whose  division  he  was  placed* 
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The  official  letter  of  sir  William  Howe,  as  chap,  iil 
published  in  the  London  gazette,  stated  his  irrr. 
loss  at  rather  less  than  one  hundred  killed,  and 
four  hundred  wounded.  As  the  Americans 
sustained  scarcely  any  injury  in  their  retreat, 
this  inequality  of  loss,  if  the  account  be  correct, 
can  only  be  attributed  to  the  inferiority  of  their  * 
arms.  Many  of  their  muskets  were  scarcely 
fit  for  service ;  and  being  of  unequal  callibre^ 
a  circumstance  of  infinite  importance,  their 
cartridges  could  not  be  so  well  fitted  and  conse- 
quently  their  fire  could  not  be  so  much  relied 
on  for  its  execution,  as  that  of  the  enemy, 
whose  arms  were  of  excellent  quality,  of  the 
same  dimensions,  requiring  each  precisely  the 
same  quantity  of  powder  and  weight  of  ball, 
and  for  all  of  which,  proper  cartridges^  could 
be  prepared  on  a  general  scale.  This  radical, 
and,  for  the  present,  incurable  defect,  which 
had  existed  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  which  continued  until  removed  by 
large  supplies  from  Europe,  made  its  impres- 
sicHi  on  all  the  operations  of  the  army,  and 
diminished  the  effect  of  all  their  exertions. 

From  the  ardour  with  which  the  commander 
in  chief  had  inspired  his  troops  before  this 
action,  and  which  their  defeat  did  not  entirely 
extinguish,  it  is  probable  that  the  conflict  would 
have  been  more  severe,  had  the  intelligence 
respecting  the  movement  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy  been  such  as  to  have  induced  earlier 
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cHAP.ni.  preparations  for  their  reception.  Raw  troops, 
1777.  changing  their  ground  in  the  moment  of  action 
and  attacked  in  the  agitation  of  moving,  arc 
easily  thrown  into  confusion,  from  which-  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  extricate  them.  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  critical  situation  of  a  part 
of  Sullivan's  division,  and  to  have  occasioned 
the  right  to  break,  before  Greene  could  be 
brought  up  to  support  it;  after  which  it  was 
impossible  to  retrieve  the  fortune  of  the  day. 

Yet  had  the  best  disposition  of  the  troops, 
which  subsequent  intelligence  would  dictate, 
been  made  at  the  time;  the  issue  of  the  day 
could  not,  on  any  reasonable  calculation,  have 
been  favourable  to  the  Americans.  Their  infe- 
riority  in  numbers,  in  discipline,  and  in  arms, 
was  too  great  to  leave  them  a  probable  prospect 
of  victory.  A  battle,  however,  was  not  to  be 
avoided.  Public  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of 
congress,  required  it.  To  have  given  up  Phi- 
ladelphia without  an  attempt  to  preserve  it, 
would  have  excited  discontents,  which,  in  a 
country  like  the  United  States,  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  very  serious  mischief;  and  action, 
though  attended  with  defeat,  provided  the  loss 
was  not  too  great,  must  be  of  service  to  an  army 
fn  which  not  only  the  military  talents,  but  even 
the  courage  of  officers,  some  of  them  of  high 
rank,  was  yet  to  be  ascertained. 

Among  the  wounded  were  brigadier  general 
Woodford,  and  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette. 
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The  battle  of  Brandy  wine  was  not  considered  chap.iu. 
as  decisive  by  congress,  the  general,  or  the  irrr. 
army.  An  opinion  every  where  prevailed,  and 
was  carefully  cherished,  that  the  enemy  had 
gained  only  the  ground ;  and  that  their  loss 
was  still  more,  considerable  than  that  which  had 
been  sustained  by  the  Amerj||^s.  Congress 
appeared  determined  to  risk  another  battle 
before  the  metropolis  of  America  should  be 
quitted.  They  discovered  no  intention  of 
changing  their  place  of  session;  and,  on  the 
first  intelligence  of  the  event  of  the  11th  of 
September,  resolved  that  fifteen  hundred  con- 
tinental troops  should  be  immediately  ordered 
from  Peck's- Kill;  that  general  Dickenson  with 
the  militia  of  New  Jersey  should  be  requested 
to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Pennsylvania ;  that 
the  executive  of  the  state  should  be  requested 
to  order  out  all  the  militia  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  adjacent  country ;  that  general  Smallwood 
and  colonel  Gist,  with  the  continental  troops 
and  militia  under  their  command,  and  a  state 
regiment  belonging  to  Virginia,  then  at  Alex- 
andria,  the  service  of  which  had  been  offered 
to  the  continent,  should  also  be  ordered  imme- 
diately to  join  the  main  army ;  and  that  gene- 
ral Washington  be  directed  to  give  the  neces- 
sary  orders  for  completing  the  defences  of  the 
Delaware  river.  A  few  days  afterwards,  addi- 
tional resolutions  were  entered  into,  authoriz- 
ing the  commander  in  chief  to  impress  all  wag- 
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CHAP.  111.  gons,  horses,  and  provisions,  necessary  for 
1777.  the  use  of  the  army;  and  to  give  certificates  to 
the  owners,  who  were  to  be  satisfied  from  the 
continental  treasury. 
Sept.  12.  From  Chester,  small  parties  were  detached 
to  Wilmington,  and  up  all  the, roads  leading 
towards  the  enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
the  stragglers  who  had  not  yet  come  in ;  and  the 
army  was  ordered  immediately  to  march  through 
Darby  over  the  Schuylkill  bridge,  to  their  for- 
mer ground  near  the  falls  of  that  river.  General 
Greene's  division,  which,  having  been  less  in 
action,  w^as  more  entire  than  any  other  part  of 
the  continental  army,  covered  the  rear;  and 
general  Maxwell  with  the  light  infantry,  was 
directed  to  remain  at  Chester  until  the  next 
day,  as  the  rallying  point  for  the  small  detached 
parties,  and  the  straggling  soldiers  who  might 
yet  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  commander  in  chief  exerted  himself 
with  great  address  to  repair  the  loss  which  had 
been  sustained.  His  orders  were  calculated  to 
impress  on  the  troops  an  opinion  that  they  had 
manifested  no  inferiority  to  their  adversaries. 
They  were  assured  that  from  every  account 
which  had  been  received,  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
exceeded  theirs ;  and  that  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  hope  that  the  issue  of  another  action 
would  be  more  favourable. 

To   the   requisitions   for    completing    the 
works  on  the  Delaware,  the  general  ansW'Cred, 
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that  the  service  would  be  essentially  injured  by  chap,  m. 
employing  upon  them  at  this  critical  juncture,  irrr. 
while  another  battle  was  contemplated,  any  part 
of  the  continental  troops ;  that,  if  he  should  be 
enabled  to  oppose  the  enemy  successfully  in 
the  field,  the  works  would  be  unnecessary ;  if 
not,  it  would  be  impossible  to  maintain  them- 
It  was  therefore  most  essential  to  the  safety  of 
Philadelphia,  to  keep  his  army  in  full  force. 
The  works,  he  said,  had  been  made  under  the 
particular  direction  of  monsieur  De  Coudray,** 
who  without  doubt  would  pay  every  attention 
to  their  completion  and  security  which  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  would  admit  of. 

Having  allowed  his  army,  on  the  ground  near 
Germantown,  only  one  day  for  repose  and  re- 
freshment, he  then  recrossed  the  Schuylkill, 
and  proceeded  on  the  Lancaster  road  with  the 
intention  of  meeting  the  enemy,  and  trying  the 
fate  of  another  battle. 


*  A  French  officer  who  had  engaged  with  mr.  Deane, 
minister  of  the  United  States,  at  Paris,  to  enter  into  the 
American  service  as  general  of  the  artillery,  to  be  subject 
to  the  authority  only  of  the  commander  in  chief.  He 
brought  with  him  several  other  officers  for  whom  he  also 
stipfulated  high  rank  in  the  army.  This  contract  very 
much  embarrassed  congress:  monsieur  De  Coudray  had 
attended  to  the  fortifications,  and  now  expressed  a  wil- 
lingness to  serve  for  the  present  with  his  corps  as  a  vo- 
lunteer, having  only  such  rank  as  would  insure  an  ex- 
change in  the  event  of  their  being  captured.  On  his  way 
to  join  the  army,  he  was  drowned  in  the  Schuylkill* 
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CHAP.  III.  Sir  William  Howe  lay  the  night  of  the  11th, 
1777.  on  the  field  of  battle,  where  he  continued  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  army  the  succeeding  day, 
detaching  from  thence  major  general  Grant  with 
two  brigades  to  Concord  meeting-house.  On 
the  13th,  lord  Comwallis  joined  general  Grant 
and  proceeded  towards  Chester.  Another  de- 
tachment  took  possession  of  Wilmington;  to 
which  place,  the  sick  and  wounded  were 
escorted.  On  their  first  appearance,  the  mi- 
litia of  Delaware,  who  had  been  assembled  un- 
der general  Rodney,  dispersed  of  themselves. 

Foreseeing  that  the  British  army  must  have 
its  movements  much  encumbered  with  the 
wounded,  whom  he  believed  to  be  more  nume- 
rous than  they  appear  in  reality  to  have  been ; 
or  must  remove  them  under  a  guard  which, 
most  probably,  could  not  be  very  strong;  ge- 
neral Washington  had  ordered  Smallwood  with 
all  the  force  he  could  possibly  collect,  to  hang 
on  the  rear,  or  flank  of  the  enemy,  as  occasion 
might  require,  and  hold  himself  in  a  condition 
to  strike  at  the  detachment  which  should  have 
the  sick  and  wounded  in  its  care,  if  such  detach- 
ment should  be  made;  or,  if  not,  to  harass  their 
march,  in  the  course  of  which,  if  encumbered 
with  all  their  wounded,  they  must  necessarily 
expose  some  vulnerable  parts. 

To  prevent  a  sudden  movement  to  Philadel- 
phia, by  the  lower  road,  which  was  apprehended 
from  the  corps  near  Chester,  the  bridge  over 
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the  Schuylkill,  was  ordered  to  be  loosened  from  cHAP.ia 
its  Tuoorings,  to  swing  on  the  Philadelphia  side ;  irrr. 
and  major  general  Armstrong  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania militia  was  directed  to  guard  the 
passes  over  that  river,  for  the  defence  of  which 
monsieur  du  Portaile,  chief  of  Engineers, 
attended  him,  in  order  to  construct  such  sudden 
works  as  might  be  of  immediate  use. 

On  the  15th,  the  American  army,  intending 
to  gain  the  ground  on  the  left  of  the  British, 
reached  the  Warren  tavern,  on  the  Lancaster 
road,  about  twenty -three  miles  fromPhiladelphia, 
where  intelligence  was  received  very  early  next 
morning,  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  in 
two  columns.  Finding  it  now  too  late  to  gain 
the  ground,  originally  wished  for,  the  whole  sept.ifl. 
army  was  immediately  put  in  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  and  engaging  them  in  front. 

Sir  William  Howe  had  designed  to  gain  the 
Lancaster  road,  and  from  thence  to  govern  his 
subsequent  operations  by  the  circumstances 
which  should  present  themselves.  With  this 
intention  he  had  marched  very  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  in  two  columns,  towards 
Goshen;  and  whilst  on  the  road,  was  informed 
that  general  Washington  was  advancing  towards 
him,  and  was  within  five  miles  of  that  place. 

Both  armies  immediately  prepared,  with  great 
alacrity,  for  battle.  The  advanced  parties  had 
met,  and  were  beginning  to  skirmish,  when 
they  were  separated  by  a  heavy  rain,   which 
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CHAP.  iiL  becoming  more  and  more  violent,  soon  rendered 
1777.    the  retreat  of  the  Americans  a  matter  of  abso- 
lute necessity. 

The  vast  inferiority  of  their  arms,    which 
imposed  on  them  at  all  times  the  cruel  task  of 
engaging  the  enemy  on  unequal  terms,  never 
brought  them  into  such  imminent  peril  as  on 
this  occasion.     Their  gun-locks  not  being  well 
secured,  many  of  their  muskets  were  soon  unfit 
for  use.     Their  cartridge  boxes  had  been  so 
inartificially  constructed,  as  not  sufiiciently  ta 
protect  their  ammunition  from  the  severity  of 
the  tempest.       Their  cartridges  were   conse- 
quently soon  damaged ;  and  this  mischief  was 
the  more  serious,  as  very  many  of  the  soldiers 
were  without  bayonets. 
After^ajiight     Thc  army  being  rendered  thus  totally  unfit 
SSrS^    for  action,  the  design  of  giving  the  enemy  bat- 
S^Siiu'jr  tie  was,  necessarily,  though  reluctantly,  aban- 
proceed  to    doucd ;  aud  a  retreat  commenced.     It  was  con- 

French  creek 

tinned  all  the  day,  and  great  part  of  the  night, 
through  a  cold^  and  most  distressing  rain,  and 
very  deep  roads.  A  few  hours  before  day, 
they  reached  the  Yellow  Springs,  where  a  halt 
was  made ;  and  after  allowing  the  troops  some 
short  time  for  repose,  the  state  of  their  arms 
and  ammunition  was  examined;  and  the  impor- 
tant fact  was  fully  disclosed,  that  scarcely  a 
musket  in  a  regiment  could  be  discharged,  and 
scarcely  one  cartridge  in  a  box,  of  which  forty 
rounds  per  man  had  just  been  drawn,  was  ca- 
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pable  of  being  used.  This  state  of  things  sug-  chap.hl 
gested  the  precaution  of  removing  to  a  still  irrr. 
greater  distance  from  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
refit  their  arms,  obtain  a  fresh  supply  of  am- 
munition,  which  could  not  be  had  in  camp, 
and  to  revive  the  spirits  of  the  army.  The 
general  therefore  determined  to  retire  up  the 
Schuylkill,  and  cross  it  about  Warwick  fur- 
nace,  at  Parker's  ferry,  where  a  fresh  supply 
of  ammunition  and  a  few  muskets  might  be 
obtained  in  time  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  make  yet  another  effort  to  save 
Philadelphia.  As  this  movement  rendered  the 
situation  of  general  Smallwood  more  dangerouSj^^ 
by  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to 
direct  a  larger  force  against  him,  he  was  ordered 
to  join  the  army  at  Warwick  furnace,  on  French 
creek.  These  arrangements  being  made, 
Washington  crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  Parker^g 
ferry,  and  proceeded  to  replace,  as  far  as  was 
in  his  power,  the  arms  which  had  been  ren- 
dered  unfit  for  use. 

The  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  entirely 
stopped  the  British  army  and  prevented  any 
pursuit.  They  secured  themselves  against  it 
as  well  as  was  in  their  power,  and  made  no 
other  movement  than  merely  to  unite  their 
columns,  until  the  18th,  when  they  took  post 
at  Trydufiin,  from  whence  a  party  was  de- 
tached to  Valley  forge,  in  order  to  seize  a  ma- 
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CHAP.  RL  gazine  of  flour,  and  other  stores,  which  had 
1777.    been  there  deposited,^ 

From  French  creek,  to  which  the  American 
army  had  retreated  in  consequence  of  the 
damage  sustained  by  their  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion from  the  rain  of  the  16th,  general  Wayne 
with^  his  division,  was  detached  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  with  orders  to  join  general  Small- 
wood;  and  carefully  concealing  himself  and  his 
movements,  to  seize  every  occasion  which  their 
march  might  offer,  of  engaging  them  to  advan- 
tage. Mean-while,  general  Washington  crossed 
the  Schuylkill  at  Parker's  ferry,  and  encai^iped 
Sept.  19.  on  the  eastern  banks  of  that  river,  on  both  sides 
of  Perkyomy  creek.  Detachments  from  his 
army  were  posted  at  the  various  fords  over 
which  it  was  presumed  an  attempt  might  be 
made  to  force  a  passage. 

General  Wayne  lay  in  the  woods  near  the 
entrance  of  the  road  from  Darby  into  that  lead- 
ing to  Lancaster,  about  three  miles  in  the  rear 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  British  troops  encamped 
at  Tryduffin,  where  he  believed  himself,  in 
consequence  of  the  precautions  he  had  taken, 
to  be  perfectly  secure.  But  the  country, was 
so  generally  disaffected,  that  sir  William  Howe 
received  accurate  accounts  of  his  position,  and 
of  his  force,  and  detached  major  general  Grey 
to  surprise  him.     This  was  effectually  accpm- 

^  General  HoweU  letter. 
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plished.     The  fire  of  his  picket  guard,  about  chap.ut. 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  night  of  the  20th,  who    1777. 
were  driven  in  with  charged  bayonets,  gave  the  General    . 

^  ^  ^   ^  Wayne  sur- 

first  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy •  SfJJtS^ 
Wayne  instantly  formed  his  division,  and  while  ^^^ 
his  right  was  very  fiercely  assailed,  directed '**'^^ 
a  retreat  by  the  left,  under  cover  of  a  few  regi- 
ments,  who  for  a  very  short  time  withstood  the 
violence  of  the  shock.  He  says,  that  they  gave 
the  assailants  some  very  close,  and  well  directed 
fires,  which  must  have  done  considerable  exe- 
cution; and  that  after  retreating  from  the^ound 
on  which  the  engagement  commenced,  they 
formed  again  at  a  small  distance  from  the  scene 
of  action ;  but  that  both  parties  drew  off  with- 
out  renewing  the  conflict.  He  states  his  own 
loss  at  about  one  hundred  and  fifty*  killed  and 
wounded.  That  of  the  enemy,  from  their  own 
accounts;  was  only  seven. 

When  the  attack  commenced,  generaLSmall- 
wood  who  was  coming  up  to  join  Wa)me,  a 
circumstance  entirely'  unexpected  by  general 
Grey,  was  within  less  than  a  mile  of  him;  and, 
had  he  commanded  troops  who  were  to  be 
relied  on,  might  have  given  a  very  different 
turn  to  the  night.  But  his  militia,  who  were 
excessively  alarmed,  thought  only  of  their  own 


•  The  BritiBh  accounts  represent  the  American  loss  to 
hare  been  much  more  considerable.  It  probably^  amounted 
to  at  least  three  hundred  men. 
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cHAP.m.  safety;  and  havitig  fallen  in  with  a  party  of  the 
1777,    enemy  returning  from  the  pursuit  of  Wayne 
they  fled  in  confusion  with  the  losB  of  only  one 
man. 

Some  severe  animadversions  on  this  unfbr- 
tunate  affair  having  been  made  in  the  army, 
general  Wayne  demanded  a  court  martial^ 
which,  after  investigating  his  conduct,  was 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  had  done  every 
thing  to  be  expected  from  an  active,  brave, 
and  vigilant  officer;  and  acquitted  him, with 
honour. 

Having  thus  secured  his  rear,  by  compelling^ 
Wayne  to  take  a  greater  distance,  sir  William 
Howe  marched  along  the  Valley  road  to  the 
sepuai.  Schuylkill,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  that 
river,  extending  from  the  Fatland  ford,  up  to 
French  creek  along  the  front  of  the  American 
army.  Rendered  apprehensive  by  this  move- 
ment that  Howe  designed  to  cross  above  him 
where  the  river  was  shallow,  and,  after  turning 
his  right  flank,  to  get  between  him  and  Rea* 
ding,  where  stores  to  a  large  amount  were  de- 

washington  positcd,  geucral  Washington  again  changed  his 

pottsgrove.  position,  and  marched  up  the  river  towards 
Pottsgrove,  where  he  encamped  with  his  left 
near,  but  somewhat  above,  the  right  of  the 
enemy. 

Relinquishing  his  plan,  if  he  had  formed  one, 
of  bringing  Washington  to  another  battle,  and 
perhapsofopinionthat.it  would  be  more  ^. 
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vantageous  to  transfer  the  set^t  of  war  to  the  cuap.hl 
neighbourhood  of  his  ships  until  he  should  have    lyrr. 
more  completely  broken  the  force  opposed  to   ^^p^^ 
him,  general  Howe  now  determined  to  cross 
the  Schuylkill  and  take  possession  of  Philadel- 
phia.    In  the  afternoon,  he  ordered  a  detach* 
ment  to  cross  at  Fatland  ford,  which  was  on  his 
right,  and  some  time  afterwards,  another  de- 
tachment to  cross  at  Gordon's  fprd>  which  was 
on  his  left,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  them.     These  orders  were  exe- 
cuted without  much  difficulty,  and  the  Ameri- 
pan  troops  placed  to  defend  those  fords  were 
easily  dispersed. 

This  service  being  effi^cted,  the  whole  army 
miu*ched  by  the  right  about  midnight,  and  cross- 
ing over  at  Fatland  without  opposition,  pro- 
ceeded a  considerable  distance  towards  Phila- 
delphia, and  encamped  with  its  left  near  Sweed's 
ford,  and  its  right  on  the  Manata^ny  roadi 
having  Stony  run  in  its  front. 

It  was  now  apparent  that  only  an  immediate 
victory  could  rescue  Philadelphia  from  the 
grasp  of  the  British  general,  whose  present 
situation  gave  him  the  option  of  either  taking 
possession  of  that  place,  or  endeavouring  to 
bring  on  another  general  engagement  in  the 
country  at  present  occupied  by  the  two  armies. 
If  therefore  a  battle  must  certainly  be  risked  to 
save  the  capital,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
attack  the  enemy « 

y2 
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cHAP.m.  Public  opinion,  which  a  military  chief  finds 
1777.  too  much  difficulty  in  resisting,  and  the  opinion 
of  congress,  seemed  to  require  a  second  action; 
but  on  a  temperate  consideration  of  the  circum- 
stances of  his  enemy,  general  Washington 
came  to  the  very  wise  and  correct  decision  of 
*     avoiding  one  for  the  present. 

His  reasons  for  this  decision  were  conclusive, 
Wayne  and  Smallwood  had  not  yet  joined  the 
army.  The  continental  troops  ordered  from 
Peck's- Kill,  who  had  been  detained  for  a  time 
by  an  incursion  from  New  York,  were  now 
approaching;  and  a  re-enforcement  of  militia 
from  Jersey,  under  general  Dickenson  was 
also  expected. 

Additional  and  very  powerful  motives  forba<Je 
him  now  to  advance  on  the  enemy.  The  fa- 
tigues and  sufferings  of  the  troops  had  been  ex- 
cessive.  During  the  very  active  operations 
which  had  taken  place  since  sir  William  Howe 
had  moved  firom  the  head  of  Elk,  the  army  had 
been  separated  from  its  baggage,  and  was  fre- 
quently without  food.  The  soldiers  had  been 
exposed  to  heavy  rains  without  shelter,  and 
compelled  to  march  in  deep  roads,  and  repeat- 
©dly  to  wade  considerable  streams,  without  the 
possibility  of  obtaining,  while  cold  and  wet, 
those  comforts  which  are  found  to  be  so  all 
essential  to  the  restoration  of  the  spirits  and 
the  re-invigoration  of  the  system.  An  army 
manoeuvring  in  the  face  of  a  superior  enemy, 
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is  unavoidably  exposed  to  extreme  hardships ;  cHAP.m. 
but  in  the  present  instance  those  hardships  had  irrr. 
been  greatly  increased  by  the  deficiency  of 
those  supplies  with  which  soldiers  are  usually 
furnished.  Many  of  them  had  been  under  the 
necessity  of  performing  the  most  severe  marches 
without  shoes,  of  lodging  on  the  ground  with- 
out  blankets,  and  very  often  of  drying  their 
clothes,  of  which  only  the  coat  was  fit  for  a 
winter  campaign,  without  fire.  These  causes 
rendered  the  army  unfit  to  make  a  forced  march 
against  the  enemy,  and  determined  the  council 
of  war  which  was  assembled  on  the  occasion, 
as  they  had  already  determined  the  commander 
in  chief,  to  remain  on  his  present  ground  until 
the  expected  re-enforcements  should  arrive; 
and  to  allow  his  harassed  troops  a  few  days 
for  repose  and  refreshment. 

•  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine, 
the  distressed  situation  of  the  army  had  been 
represented  to  congress,  who  had  recommended 
it  to  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania,  to  appoint 
discreet  persons  to  take  possession  of  any 
linens,  blankets  and  other  woollens,  shoes, 
spirits,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  which  might  be  found  in  any  stores 
or  warehouses,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia; 
giving  a  certificate  expressing  the  quantity  and 
value  of  the  goods  so  taken,  which  goods  were 
to  be  conveyed  to  a  place  of  safety  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.   The 
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QtAP.m.  measure  recommended  by  this  resolution  ap- 
17 f 7.  peared  to  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania  too 
strong  to  be  undertaken  by  them;  and  they 
advised  rather  that  the  extraordinary  powers  of 
the  commander  in  chief  should  be  resorted  to 
on  the  occasion.  In  consequence  of  this  opinion^ 
lieutenant  colonel  Hamilton,  one  of  the  general's 
aids,  a  young  gentleman  already  in  high  estima- 
•  tion  for  his  talents  and  zeal,  was  employed  on 
this  interesting  and  delicate  business.  ^^  Your 
own  prudence'*  said  tlie  general  in  a  letter  to 
him  while  in  Philadelphia,  **  will  point  out  the 
least  exceptionable  means  to  be  pursued,  but 
remember,  delicacy  and  a  strict  adherence  to 
the  ordinary  mode  of  application,  must  give 
place  to  our  necessities*  We  must  if  possible 
accommodate  the  soldiers  with  such  articles  as 
they  stand  in  need  of,  or  we  shall  have  just 
reason  to  apprehend  the  most  injurious  and 
alarming  consequences  from  the  approaching 
season." 

All  the  exertions  however  of  this  very  active 
officer  could  not  obtain  a  supply  in  any  degree 
adequate  to  the  pressing  and  increasing  wants 
^  of  the  army. 

While  general  Washington  was  making 
every  exertion,  and  putting  much  to  hazard 
for  the  defence  of  the  metropolis,  he  had  also 
taken  those  measures  of  precaution  which, 
should  his  endeavours  to  protect  it  fail,  were 
calculated  to  diminish  as  much  as  possible  the 
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importance  of  the  loss.   All  the  military  stored  au^.m, 
there  collected,  and  the  vessels  at  the  wharves    irrr. 
were  directed  to  be  removed  higher  up  the 
Delaware.     This  duty  also  was  attended  to  by 
colonel  Hamilton.     In  consequence  of  these 
arrangements^  very  little  public  pro^rty  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  when  they  took 
possession  of  the  city,  which  was  effected  with-  ^SI^^ 
out  molestation  by  lord  Cornwallis  at  the  head  f^!^^ 
of  the  British  and  Hessian  grenadiers,  on  the 
26th  of  September. 

Oh  the  first  notification  of  the  defeat  of  the 
American  army  at  Brandywinc,  congress  had 
fixed  on  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  place 
of  its  session,  in  the  event  of  being  obliged  to 
leave  Philadelphia;  and  the  condition  to  which 
the  army  was  reduced  by  the  rain  of  the  16th, 
having  compelled  it  to  move  up  the  Schuylkill 
and  thus  open  to  the  enemy  the  way  to  that 
metropolis,  the  members  separated  on  the  18th 
in  the  evening,  and  reassembled  at  Lancaster  conp«i^ 
on  the  27th  of  the  same  month.  ^^tc^ 

The  campaign,  from  the  landing  of  the 
enemy  at  Elk  ferry  on  the  25th  of  August, 
until  they  took  possession  of  Philadelphia  on 
the  26th  of  September,  had  been  extremely 
active,  and  the  part  to  be  performed  by  the 
American  general  uncommonly  arduous.  The 
best  English  writers  who  have  as  yet  detailed 
the  events  of  the  war,  bestow  high  encomiums 
on  sir  William  Howe  for  the  militar}^  skill  dis- 
played,  and  the  masterly  movements  made  by 
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cHAF.nt  him,  during  these  operations.  At  Brandy.wiDe 
1777.  especially,  Washington  is  supposed  to  have 
been  '^  out-generaled,  more  out-generaled  than 
in  any  action  during  the  war."  Yet  let  all  the 
operations  of  this  trying  period  be  examined, 
and  the  means  in  possession  of  both  be  consi- 
dered; and  no  apprehension  need  be  entertained 
that  the  American  chief  will  appear  in  any  res- 
pect inferior  to  his  adversary,  or  unworthy  of 
the  high  place  he  held  in  the  opinions  of  his 
couptrymen.  With  an  army  decidedly  inferior 
not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  every  other  military 
requisite,  except  courage,  in  an  open  country 
in  which  not  a  single  fortification  was  to  be 
found,  nor  a  river  which  was  not,  in  that  season 
of  the  year,  fordable  by  infantry  almost  every 
where,  he  employed  the  enemy  near  thirty  days 
in  advancing  about  sixty  miles.  In  this  time» 
he  fought  one  general  action,  and  though 
defeated,  was  able  to  reassemble  the  same 
undisciplined,  unclothed,  and  almost  unfed 
army,  and  on  the  fifth  day  after  his  defeat,  again 
to  oflfer  battle  to  the  conqueror.  When  the 
armies  were  separated  by  a  storm  of  rain,  which 
involved  him  in  circumstances  the  most  dis- 
tressing which  can  be  conceived,  he  extricated 
himself  from  them,  with  infinite  and  persever- 
ing labour,  and  still  maintained  a  respectable 
and  improving  countenance. 

The  only  advantage  he  is  supposed  to  have 

given  the  enemy  was  at  the  battle  of  Brandy- 

*  wine,  and  that  was  produced  by  the  contrariety 
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and  uncertainty  of  the  intelligence  received,  chap.ih. 
Had  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  been  atChadd's  irrr.  . 
ford,  and  that  which  took  the  circuit  under 
lord  Comwallis  been  a  small  party  detached  to 
draw  his  attention  and  his  force  to  a  point  where 
only  a  feint  was  designed,  the  loss  of  the  day 
might  have  been  occasioned  by  the  very  mea- . 
sures  which  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  real 
intentions  of  the  enemy  would  have  dictated. 
In  such  circumstances  the  general  must  be 
governed  by  his  intelligence,  and  take  his  mea- 
sures according  to  the  information  he  receives. 
It  is  his  duty  to  obtain  correct  information,  and 
among  the  most  important  traits  of  a  military 
character,  is  the  skill  to  select  those  means 
which  will  obtain  it.  Yet,  the  best  chosen 
means  are  not  always  successful;  and,  in  a 
new  army  where  military  talent  has  not  yet  been 
well  tested  by  the  standard  of  experience,  the 
general  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  chance  of 
employing  not  the  best  instruments.  In  a 
country  covered  with  woods,  too,  precise  in- 
formation of  the  numbers  composing  different 
columns  is  with  difficulty  to  be  gained. 

It  has  also  been  said,  "  that  the  Americans 
do  not  ajppear  to  have  made  all  the  use  that 
might  be  expected  of  the  advantages  which  the 
country  afforded  for  harassing  and  impeding 
the  progress  of  the  British  army." 

Yet  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  general  Small- 
wood  was  directed,  with  the  militia  of  Maryland 
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cHAg.m  and  Delawftre^  and  some  continental  trcx>ps,  M 
itrr.  hang  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  harass  them 
as  much  as  should  be  found  practicable.  That 
general  Maxwell  with  a  corps  of  light  infantry^ 
consisting  of  a  thousand  men,  was  ordered  to 
take  every  occasion  to  annoy  them  on  his  march. 
That  general  Wajme  with  his  division  was  after^ 
wards  detached  to  unite  with  Smallwood,  and 
command  the  whole  force  collected  in  the  rear 
which  would  have  been  very  vespectable* 

If  the  militia  did  not  assemble  in  the  num- 
bers expected,  or  eflfect  the  wished  for  service, 
their  failure  is  not  attributable  to  any  deJFect  of 
exertion  on  the  part  of  general  Washington, 
who  had  been  early  and  energetic  in  his  calls 
on  them ;  nor  did  the  state  of  his  army  admit 
of  detaching  from  it  additional  numbers  of  hia 
continental  troops  to  supply  the  place  they  had 
been  designed  to  fill. 

General  Maxwell  was  much  complained  of 
by  his  officers,  and  a  court  of  inquiry  sat  upon 
his  conduct,  the  result  of  which  was  his  entire 
acquittal •  Whether  that  officer  omitted  to  seize 
the  proper  occasii^ns  to  annoy  the  enemy,  or 
the  ^utious  and  compact  movements  of  gene- 
ral  Howe  afforded  none,  cannot  be  easily  ascer- 
tained. General  Washington  felt  the  loss  of 
Morgan)  and  wrote  pressingly  to  Gates  after 
his  successes  against  Burgoyne,  to  restore  to 
him,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  officer  with  his 
regiment  of  riflemen. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Measures  taken  to  prevent  a  communication  between  the 
British  army  in  Philadelphia  and  their  fleet....Royal 
army  attacked  at  Germantown««««The  Americans  re« 
pule«d«»«»Mea8ures  taken  by  general  Washington  for 
cutting  off  supplies  from  Philadelphia*.  ..Attack  upon 
fort  Mifilin....Attack  upon  Red  Bank...«Colonel  Donop 
killed,  and  his  party  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.... 
The  Augusta  frigate  blows  up....General  Washington 
takes  post  at  White  Marsh....Fort  Miffluit  evacuated^ 
and  possession  taken  by  the  British....Fort  Mercer 
evacuated.... A  picket  of  the  enemy  attacked  and  driven 
in  with  loss....The  enemy  succeed  in  opening  a  free 
communication  with  his  fleet....Attempt  by  general 
Dickenson  to  surprise  Skinner's  brigade. 


jLT  having  been  at  length  determined  no  longer    irrr 
to  0|^se  the  entrance  of  the  enemy  into  Phi 
hdelphia,  the  first  attention  of  the  American 


SepCember. 


taken  to 

general    was    immediately    directed    towards  gSSlLSca. 
disabling  sir  William  Howe  from  holding  that  d^&itLAr 

army  in 

place»  by  rendering  the  pasjsage  of  the  Dela-  !^^^^^ 
ware  up  to  it  impracticable. 

With  this  design  the  Americans""  had  erected 
works  and  batteries  upon  a  flat,  low,  marshy 
island,  or  rather  a  bank  of  mud  and  sand,  which 
had  been>  accumulated  in  the  Delaware  near 
the  junction  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  which  from 
its  nature  was  called  Mud,  but  from  these 
defences,  Fort  island.     On  the  opposite  shore 

^Annual  Regiiter. 
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CHAP.  IV.  of  New  Jersey,  at  a  place  called  Red  Bank,  they 
1777*  had  also  constructed  a  fort  or  redoubt,  well 
covered  with  heavy  artillery.  In  the  deep 
navigable  channel,  between,  or  under  cover  of 
these  batteries,  they  had  sunk  several  ranges 
of  frames,  or  machines,  to  which,  from  the 
resemblance  in  construction,  they  had  given  the 
name  of  Chevaux-de-frize,  being  composed 
of  transverse  beams,  firmly  united,  pointed  In 
various  directions  and  strongly  headed  with 
iron.  These  were  of  such  a  weight  and  strength 
and  sunk  in  such  a  depth  of  w^ater  as  rendered 
them  equally  difficult  to  be  weighed  or  cut 
through,  and  destructive  to  any  ship  which 
had  the  misfortune  of  striking  against  them. 
No  attempts  for  raising  them,  or  for  opening 
the  channel  in  any  manner,  could,  however,  be 
made  until  the  command  of  the  shores  on  both 
sides  was  fully  obtained. 

About"  three  miles  lower  down  the  river 
they  had  sunk  other  ranges  of  these  machines, 
and  were  constructing  for  their  protection  some 
considerable  and  extensive  works,  which 
though  not  yet  finished  were  in  such  forward- 
ness as  to  be  provided  with  artillery,  and  to 
command  their  object,  at  a  place  on  the  Jersey 
side  called  Billingsport.  These  works,  and 
machines  were  further  supp(5rted  by  several 
gallies  mounting  heavy  cannon,  together  with 
two  floating  batteries,  a  number  of  armed  vessels 
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and  small  craft  of  various  kinds,  and  some -fire  c^^-^^* 
ships.  1  -  *^^^* 

It  had  been  impracticable  for  the  comman- 
der in  chief,  to  attend  personally  to  these  works, 
and  they  were  entirely  incomplete.  The  pre- 
sent relative  situation  of  the  armies  gave  them 
a  decisive  importance.  If  they  could  be  main- 
tained, they  cut  off  the  communication  of 
general  Howe  with  his  fleet,  and  prevented  his 
receiving  supplies  by  water.  The  American 
vessels  in  the  river  above  fort  Mii&in,  the  name 
given  to  the  fort  on  Mud  island,  rendered  it 
extremely  diflSicult  for  him  to  forage  in  Jersey, 
or  to  draw  any  provisions  from  that  state. 
General  Washington  with  the  continental  army 
hoped  to  be  able  so  to  cut  off  his  supplies  on  . 
the  side  of  Pennsylvania,  as  to  compel  him  in 
a  short  time  to  evacuate  Philadelphia. 

In  execution  of  this  plan,  the  baron  D'Arendt, 
a  German  officer  of  experience,  was  selected  for 
the  command  of  fort  Mifflin;  but  he  being  dis- 
abled by  sickness  from  engaging  in  this  ser- 
vice,  the'  command  devolved  on  lieutenant 
colonel  Samuel  Smith  of  Maryland,  who  had 
been  detached  thither  with  between  two  and 
three  hundred  continental  troops ;  and  measures 
were  taken  to  expedite,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  march  of  the  re-enforcements  expected  both 
from  the  north  and  south. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  situ- 
ation weue    considerably  diminished   by  the 
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CHAT.  IV.  capture  of  the  Delaware  frigate,  the  largest 
1777.    then  in  the  river  above  fort  Mifflin. 

^^^'  The  day  after  lord  Cornwallis  had  entered 
Philadelphia,  three  batteries  were  commenced 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  against  any  American 
shipping  which  might  appear  before  the  to\m. 
Before  their  completion  they  were  attacked  by 
two  frigates,  assisted  by  several  gallies,  and 
gondolas.  The  Delaware,  being  left  by  the 
tide  while  engaged  with  the  battery,  grounded 
and  was  obliged  to  strike:  soon  after  which^ 
the  smaller  frigate  and  the  other  vessels  retired 
under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  This  circumstance 
was  rendered  material  by  its  giving  the  enemy 
the  entire  command  of  the  ferry,  and  conse« 
quently  free  access  to  the  Jersey  shore,  while 
it  intercepted  the  communication  between  the 
forks  below,  and  Trenton,  from  whence  garri^ 
sons  were  to  have  been  supplied  with  military 
stores. 


sqtf.«»  All  the  re-enforcements  which  had  been  ex- 
pected, except  the  state  regiment  and  militia 
from  Virginia,  were  now  arrived*  They  con- 
sisted of  about  nine  hundred  continental  troops 
from  Pecl^'s-Kill  under  general  M'Dougal, 
about  six  hundred  militia  from  Jersey  under 
general  Fprman;  (general  Dickenson  having 
been  detained  by  the  apprehension  of  a  second 
invasion  from  New  York,)  and  about  eleven 
hundred  from  Maryland  under  general  Small- 
wood.     All  the  detached  parties  being  called 
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in,  the  present  strength  of  the  army  in  rank  cHAy.iv. 
aad  file,  fit  for  duty,  amounted  to  eight  thou-    irrr. 
sand  continental  troops,  and  three  thousand 
militia.     With  this  force  it  was  determined  to 
approach  the  enemy,    encamp  within  about 
tirdve  emiles  of  them,    and  seize   the   first 
ftvourable  moment  to  attack  them.    In  oonse-   sept.». 
quence  of  this  determination,  tiie  army  took  a 
position  on  the  Skippack  road,  about  twenty 
miles^  from    Philadelphia,   and    sixteen  from 
Germantown.  This  is  a  long  village  stretching 
oli  both  sides  the  great  road  to  the  northward,  « 

which  fiMms  a  continued  street  nearly  two 
mites  in  length.  The  "*  line  of  encampment  of 
the  British  army  crossed  this  village  at  right 
angles  somewhat  to  the  south  of  the  centre; 
the  left  wing  extending  on  the  west,  from  the 
town  to  libit  Schuylkill.  That  wing  was  covered 
in  front  and  flank,  by  die  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted German  chasseurs.  A  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  md  the  queen's  American  rangers 
were  in  the  jGront  of  the  right;  and  the  40th 
re^ment  with  another  battalion  of  infantry, 
were  posited  at  the  head  of  the  village.  Lord 
Comwallis  with  four  regiments  of  grenadiers 
was  in  Ptnladelj^ia. 

The  object,  to  whidi  the  attention  of  general 
Howe  was  now  most  particularly  directed,  was 
the  security  of  his  late  acquisition,  by  remov- 
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CHAP.  IV.  ing  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  and  thereby 
irrr.  opening  a  free  communication  with  the  fleet.  A 
few  ships  of  war  were  akeady  in  the  Delaware, 
lying  oflF  Chester,  and  captain  Hammond,  who 
commanded  one  of  them,  represented  that  the 
possession  of  the  fort  at  Billingsport,  which 
was  feebly  garrisoned,  would  enable  him  to 
raise  the  lower  line  of  obstructions,  so  as  to 
allow  a  passage  for  the  fleet  up  the  river  to  the 
fort  on  Mud  island. 

Colonel  Stirling  with  two  regiments  was  de- 

sept.^.  tached  to  take  possession  of  the  fort  at  Billings- 
port, which  he  accomplished  without  opposition. 
On  his  approach,  the  garrison,  which  was 
entirely  of  militia,  having  spiked  their  artillery 
and  set  fire  to  the  barracks,  withdrew  without 
firing  a  gun.  This  service  being  effected  and 
the  works  facing  the  water  entirely  destroyed, 
st>  that  the  attempts  to  cut  away  and  weigh  up 
the  obstructions  to  the  passage  of  vessels  up 
the  river  could  no  longer  be  impeded  by  the 
fire  from  the  fort,  colonel  Stirling  returned  to 


October  3,  Chester,  from  whence  he  was  directed  to  escort 
a  large  convoy  of  provisions  to  Philadelphia. 
Entertaining  some  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  this  convoy,  another  regiment  was  detached 
from  Germantown  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to 
proceed  next  day  to  Chester,  and  join  colonel 
Stirling.^ 

P  Annua  I  Register, . . .  Stedtnan, 
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•  Tiiis  division  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  did  chap.iv. 
not  pass  unobserved.   It  appeared  to  Washing-    irrr. 
ton  to  fnmish  a  fair  opportunity,   which  he 
determined  promptly  to  seize,   of  giving  sir 
William  Howe  a  blow,  which,  if  successful  to 

its  utmost  extent,  might,  in  his  present  state 
of  separation  from  the  fleet,  ruin  his  army,  and 
very  possibly  decide  the  &te  of  the  war. 

It  was  proposed,  if  practicable,  to  surprise 
the  camp  at  Germantown,  and  to  attack  both 
wings  in  front  and  rear  at  the  same  instant. 

The  divisions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked 
by  Conway's  brigade,  were  to  march  down  the 
main  road,  and  entering  the  town  by  the  way 
of  Chesnut  hill,  to  attack  the  left  wing;  while 
general  Armstrong  with  the  Pennsylvania  mi- 
litia was  to  &il  down  the  Manatawny  ^  road,  by 
Vandeering'sf  mill,  and  turning  the  left  flank 
to  attack  in  the  rear. 

The  divisions  of  Greene  and  Stephen,  flanked 
by  M^Dougal's  brigade,  were  to  take  a  circuit 
by  the  way  of  the  Limekiln  road,  and  entering 
the  town  at  the  market-house,  attack  their  right 
wing. 

The  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jersey,  under 
generals  Small  wood  and  Forman,  were  to  march 
down  the  old  York  road,  and  turning  their  right 
to  fall  upon  its  rear. 
—  -  ~          ■■  ■    ■  ■  I      I    ■  ■  ■  ■    . 

*  Better  known  aa  the  Ridge  road,  t  •A/<>w  Robinaon^^, 
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CHAP.  IV.     The  (U¥i»«»  of  Iwd  Stirliixg,  and  the  brigades 
1777.    of  Naahy  and  Maxwell^  were  to  form  a  oorps 
de  reserve. , 

.  Parties  of  cavalry  were  silently  to  scour  die 
roads  lo  prevent  observation,  and  to  keep  up 
the  commuoication  between  the  heads  of  the 

different  columns. 

October  4.      The.  uccessary  arrangements  being  made, 
the  army  moved  from  its  ground  about  seven 

Royal  army  g'clock  in  thc  aftemoon.    About  sunrise  the 

attacked  at 

Gcrmantown  ^ext  moming  thc  advance  of  the  column*  led 
by  Sullivan,  which  was  drawn  from  Conway's 
brigade,  encountered  and  drove  in  a  picket, 
placed  at  Mount  Airy,  or  mr.  Allen's  house. 
The  main  body  followed  close  upon  them^ 
and  engaging  the  light  infantry,  and  the  40th 
regiment,  posted  at  the  head  of  the  village, 
soon  foxced  them  to  give  way  leaving  all  their 
haggage  behind  them.  Though  ciosely  put* 
sued  lieutenant  colonel  Musgrave  found  means 
to  throw  himself  with  six  companies  of  the 
40th  r€^ment  into  a  large  stone  house,  belongs 
ing  to  mr.  Chew^  directly  in  the  way  of  the 
Americans,  from  which  they  were  very  severely 
gaUed  by  a  heavy  and  constant  fire  of  musketry 
kept  up  from  the  doors  and  windows.  Some 
ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  storm  this 
house,  in  which  great  loss  was  sustained;,  after 
which,  the  brigade  engaged  with  colonel  Mus* 

*  Th^  ooimnaader  in  ohief  accompanied  this  column. 
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grare^  drew  off  some  distance^  and  brought  up  cHAF.m; 
a  field  piece  which  played  on  it  without  making    irrr. 
anj  impression.      This   circumslanoe  broke 
tihe  line  of  ^the  ri^t  wing ;  and,  added  to  the 
darkness  occasioned  hj  a  Sofg  of  uncommon 
thickness,  threw  it  into  great  ccmfiision. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  Sullivan  had  beev 
engaged,  the  column  led  by  Greene,  arrived  on 
its  ground,  and  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
Ught  infimtry  which  was  posted  in  front  of  the 
rt|^  wing  of  the  enemy.  It  was  at  first  suc- 
cessful, and  after  driving  in  the  pickets,  forced 
the  battalion  of  lig^t  infimtry  also  to  give  way. 

Every  thing  as  yet  had  succeeded  to  the 
utmost  expectation  of  general  Washington,  and 
tibe  prospect  of  victory  was  extremely  flattering. 
The  attack  had  been  made  with  great  spirit; 
several  brigades  had  pen^rated  into  the  town ; 
there  was  much  reason  to  believe  that  a  sepa- 
raticm  of  the  two  wings  of  the  British  army 
would  be  effected,  and  that  they  would  be  en- 
tirely routed.  Had  his  troops  possessed  the 
advantages  given  by  experience,  had  every 
division  performed  precisely  the  part  allotted 
to  it;  there  is  yet  much  reason  to  believe  that 
his  most  sanguine  hopes  would  have  been  reali- 
xed.  But,  the  face  of  the  country,  and  the 
extreme  darkness  of  the  morning,  co-operating 
with  the  want  of  discipline  in  the  army,  blasted 
all  the  flattering  appearances  of  the  moment 
and  defeated  an  enterprise  whidi  promised  in 
Aa3 
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CHAP.  IV.  its  commencemeat  the  most  happy  andlsilliant 
1 777.    result. 

The  country  through  which  the  enemy  was 
pursued,  abounded  with  strong  and  small  en- > 
closures  which  every  where  broke  the  line  oS 
the  advancing  army.  The  darkness  of  the 
morning  rendered  it  difficult  to  distinguish 
objects,  even  at  an  inconsiderable  distance; 
and  it  was  impossible  for  the  commander  in 
chief  to  learn  the  situation  of  the  whole,  or  to 
correct  the  confusion  which  was  commeneing. 
The  brigades  were  soon  thrown  into  disorder* 
Some  of  the  regiments  pursuing  with  vivacity 
while  others-  endeavoured  to  proceed  more  cir- 
cumspectly, they  were  entirely  separated  from 
each  other,  so  that  their  weight  was  broken, 
and  their  effect  very  much  weakened.  The 
same  cause  which  facilitated  the  separation  of 
the  regiments,  prevented  their  discerning  the 
real  situation  of  the  enemy.  They  consequently 
did  not  improve  their  first  impression,  nor 
direct  their  eftbrts  to  the  most  advantage.  The 
right  of  the  left  wing  got  so  out  of  its  course 
as  to  be  entangled  with  Chew's  house,  on  one 
side  of  which  it  stopped,  while  a  brigade  of 
Sullivan's  was  engaged  on  the  other.  The 
attacks  on  the  flanks  and  rear  do  not  appear 
ever  to  have  been  made.  The  Pennsylvania 
militia  came  in  view  of  the  chasseurs,  who 
flanked  the  left  of  the  British  line,  but  did  not 
engage  them  closely.  The  Maryland  and  Jer. 
sey  militia  just  showed  themselves  on  the  right 
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fiatik  about  tiie  time  Greene's  column  was  cmiMv. 
commencing  a  retreat.  i  rrr. 

These  embarrassments^  arising  entirely  from 
circumstances,  which  would  have  been  oyer- 
oome  by  experienced  troops,  gave  the  enemy 
time  to  recover  from  the  constematicm  into 
which  they  had  at  first  been  thrown.  General 
Knyi^usen,  who  commanded  their  left,  de- 
tached one  battalion  to  support  the  chasseurs, 
and  part  of  die  third  and  fourth  brigades  under 
genends  Gray  and  Agnew,  to  attack  the  front 
of  the  column  led  by  Sullivan  which  had  pene- 
trated far  into  the  village,  while  its  left  was 
detained  at  Chew's  house. 

Some  corps  from  both  their  right  and  left 
attacked  the  regiments  which  had  penetrated 
furthest  into  Germantown,  where  a  part  of 
Muhlenberg's  and  Scott's  brigades  were  sur- 
rounded and  made  prisoners.     The  different  t^*  Amen. 

*  cans  repulteil 

broken  parts  mistook  each  other  for  the  enemy, 
and  while  a  part  of  Sullivan's  division  was  very 
warmly  engaged,  and  sanguine  hopes  of  victory 
were  yet  entertained,  the  main  body  of  the  army 
began  to  retreat. 

Great  eflTorts  were  made  to  rally  the  Ameri- 
can  troops,  when  this  retrograde  movement 
first  commenced,  but  they  were  ineffectual.  A 
general  confusion  prevailed,  and  the  confidence 
felt  in  the  commencement  of  the  action  was  en* 
tirely  lost.  With  infinite  chagrin,  general 
Washington  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the 
victory  he  had  thought  within  his  grasp,  and 
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cHAf.iv.  turn  his  attention  to  the  aecaritj  of  his  army. 
I  rrr.    The  enemy  not  having  yet  recoyered  sufficiently 
to  endanger  his  rear,  otherwise  dum  by  their 
artillery,  the  retreat  was  made  without  loss. 

In  this  battle,  about  two  hundred  Aiiierkan» 
were  killed,  and  near  three  times  that  nnmbo' 
wounded.  The  most  considerable  mischief 
was  done  from  Chew's  house,  and  in  German- 
town,  where  the  regiments  which  had  separated 
from  their  brigades  suffered  severely  before  they 
surrendered.  About  four  hundred  were  made 
prisoners.  Among  the  killed  was  general 
Nash  of  North  Carolina,  who  fell  at  the  head 
of  his.  brigade ;  and  among  the  prisoners,  was 
colonel  Mathews  of  Virginia,  whose  regiment 
had  penetrated  into  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
made  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  when  they 
were  surrounded  and  obliged  to  surrender. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  as  stated  in  the  official 
report  of  general  Howe,  was  but  little  more 
than  five  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  of 
whom,  less  than  one  hundred  were  killed. 
Among  the  latter  were  brigadier  general  Agnew 
and  colonel  Bird. 

The  grenadiers  who  had  been  in  Philadelphia, 
under  lord  Comwallis,  hastened  on  the  first 
alarm  to  the  support  of  their  brethren.  They 
ran  the  whole  distance,  and  reached  the  field  a£ 
battle  almost  breathless  and  exhausted,  just  as 
the  action  terminated.'' 


«  Annual  Regi9ter. 
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The  American  army  retreated  the  same  day  cha>.iv, 
sdioat  twenty  miles  to  Perky omy  creek,  where  irrr. 
it  was  permitted  to  take  rest  and  refreshment^ 
and  where  a  small  re-enforcement  of  fifteen 
hundred  militia^  and  a  state  regiment  from 
Virginia  were  received,  after  which,  it  again 
idvanced  a  few  miles  towards  the  enemy,  and 
encamped  once  more  on  Skippack  creek. 

The  pkm  of  the  battle  of  Germantown  must 
be  admitted  to  have  been  most  judiciously 
farmed,  and  in  its  commencement  to  have 
been  happity  ccmducted.  Although  general 
Howe  in  his  official  letter  states  intelligence  of 
the  approach  of  the  American  army  to  have 
been  received  about  three^o'clock  in  the  mom- 
iag,  yet  diere  is  reason  to  believe  that  only 
small  ^  parties  of  observation  could  have  been 
expected,  and  that  the  meditated  surprise  was 
complete.  The  camp,  part  of  which  was  tra- 
versed by  several  American  regiments  furnished 
strong  evidoice  of  this  &ct;  and  it  is  roidered 
the  more  probable,  by  the  circumstances  at*> 
tkndkig  the  march  of  the  re*enforoements  fit>m 
Philadelphia.  But  to  have  given  the  plan 
success,  it  was  necessary  that  those  intrusted 
widi  the  execution  of  its  several  parts  should 
have  adhered  strictly  to  it.     It  was  also  neces- 


•  It  is  probable  only  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  who 
were  rather  earlier  on  their  ground  than  the'  other  co- 
lumns, were  discoTered. 
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cHA».iv.  sary  that  the  utmost  vigilance  should  have 
1777.  been  used  to  prevent  the  breakmg  and  separat* 
ing  of  the  different  brigades  from  each  other^ 
and  to  preserve  the  smaller  parte  entire,  a  duty 
.  of  great  importance,  the  performance  of  which 
was  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the  nume- 
rous  enclosures  to  be  passed,  and  the  thickness 
of  the  fog. 

Major  general  Stephen  who  commanded  the 
right  of  the  left  wing,  was  cashiered  for  mis- 
conduct on  the  retreat  and  for  intoxication. 
No  inquiries  appear  to  have  been  made  into  the 
conduct  of  other  general  officers. 

Congress  expressed  in  very  decided  terms 
their  approbation  both  of  the  plan  of  this  enter- 
prise  and  the  courage  with  which  it  was  exe- 
cuted; for  which  their  thanks  were  given  to 
'     the  general,  and  the  army. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 
the  state  of  Jersey,  had  been  requested  to 
furnish  the  army  with  re-enforcements  of  its 
nulitia;  and  general  Putnam  had  been  ordered 
to  detach  fifteen  hundred  continental  troops  tO 
cover  the  Jerseys  and  an  equal  number  to  join 
the  army.  The  militia  of  Connecticut  were 
relied  on  to  maintain  the  very  important  posts 
up  the  North  river,  which,  in  consequence  of 
these  heavy  drafts  were  left  but  weakly  defended. 

These  troops  were  detained  some  time  in 
Jersey  for  the  defence  of  that  state,  which  was 
threatened  from  New  York. 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton/  who  commanded  in  New  chap.iv. 
York,  hearing  that  general  Howe  .had  landed    1777. 
at  the  head  of  the  Chesapeak,  readily  conjec- 
tured that  an  alarm  from  the  troops  under  his 


direction  might  be  useful  both  to  Howe  and  sept.18. 
Burgoyne,  by  arresting  for  a  time  those  aids 
which  might  be  furnished  to  Washington,  or 
Gates,  from  the  north  of  the  Delaware.  With 
this  view,  he  entered  the  Jerseys  with  about 
three  thousand  men,  in  two  divisions,  com- 
manded the  one  by  general  Vaughan,  and  the 
other  by  general  Campbell.  They  crossed  at 
£lizabethtown-point,  ^  and  at  fort  Lee,  and 
united  not  far  from  the  new  bridge  above  Hack- 
ensack.  They  encountered  very  little  opposi- 
tion, and  collected  on  their  way  a  considerable 
quantity  of  fresh  provisions.  About  the  15th, 
the  continental  troops  from  Peck's- Kill  under 
general  M*Dougal  approached  them,  and  gene- 
ral Dickenson,  with  very  great  exertions,  was 
assembling  the  Jersey  militia.  On  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  force  collecting  to  oppose 
him,  sir  Henry  Clinton  returned  to  New  York  and 
Staten  island,  with  the  cattle  he  had  collected, 
having  lost  in  this  excursion  only  eight  men 
killed  and  twice  as  many  wounded. 

.  After  it  was  ascertained  that  Clinton  had 
evacuated  Jersey,  general  M*Dougal  continued 
his  march  towards  the  Delaware,  and  the  utmost 
exertions  were  made,  both  by  governor  Living- 
gton  and  general  Dickenson,  to  collect  a  strong 

VOL.  III.  B  b 
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cnxv.  IV.  body  of  militia  for  the  purpose  df  udlAg  the 
1777.  irifiy  in  Pennsylvania.  The  success  of  ihest 
exertions,  however,  by  no  means  equalled  tb# 
wishes  of  those  Who  made  them.  The  khllitiay 
accustomed  to  judge  for  themselves,  were  of 
opinion  that  there  was  danger  of  a  second  inr^* 
sion  from  New  York,  and  that  their  services 
were  more  essentially  necessary  on  dieir  eastern 
frotttifer,  than  to  the  westward.  They  assem- 
bled therefore  dowly  and  reluctantly.  About 
five  di-  six  hundred  crossed  the  Delaware  at 
Philadelphia  about  the  time  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Schuylkill,  and  were  employed  lA 
the  removal  of  stores.  As  the  British  army 
approached  Philadelphia,  they  were  directed 
to  avoid  it  by  moving  up  the  Frankford  road; 
but  the  commanding  officer  having,  without 
apprehension  of  danger,  separated  himself  from 
his  corps,  was  taken  by  a  small  party  of  the 
British  light  horse  employed  in  scouring  the 
country;  on  which  the  regiment  dispersed,  uid 
made  its  way  by  different  roads,  back  again  to 
Jersey. 

With  much  labour  general  Dickenson  had 
collected  two  other  corps  amounting  to  nine 
huofflred  men,  with  whom  he  was  about  to  cross 
the  Delaware  when  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  arrival  at  New  York  of  a  rc-enforcemefit 
from  Europe.  It  was  deemed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  that  state  indispensable  to  its  safety^ 
that  he  should  remain  for  its  defesice.     He 
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re$iwmed  thcrefom  from  Trenton  towards  Eli-  chap.iv. 
ztheAktomi^  and  the  n^ilitia  designed  to  serve  irrr. 
inPennsylvaiiia,  were  directed  to  march  under 
ipeneral  Forman.  About  six  hundred  of  them 
reached  tha  wrmy  a  few  daj^s  before  the  battle 
of  Germontown.  Imm^ediately  after  that  action 
^ley  were  permitted  to  return,  their  impatience 
to  do  which  was  gr^eatly  increased  by  hearing 
that  the  enemy  were  re-enforced  in  New  Yort. 

The  object  which  now  principally  engaged 
the  attention  of  both  armies  was  the.  forts  on 
die  Delaware.  It  was  appar^ent  that  withouit 
'Obtaiifiiiig  tbem,  general  Howe  wouM  be 
<»mpeUed  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  and  thus 
(abandon  (he  great  object  of  the  campaign.  His 
wiiole  force  would  of  consequence  be  exerted 
to  possess  them.  General  Washington  was 
«<)ua]iy  anxious  io  preserve  them,  but  could 
not  spare  from  hris  army  a  force  entirely  ade* 
equate  to  their  defence. 

The  loss  xxf  the  Delaware  frigate,  and  fiilUnge- 
fxort,  greatly  di&couraged  the  seamen  with 
•whom  the  gallies  and  floating  batteries  were 
saanned,  and  whose  services  were  indispensable 
t4»  the  protection  of  the  obstructions  in  the 
river.  Believing  all  to  be  lost,  an  opiaion 
ancceased  by  the  intelligence  received  from 
their  connexions  in  Philadelphia,  the  moat 
^lanoanl;  defection  prevailed  among  them,  and 
several  -officers  as  well  as  saUors^  went  over  to 
4khe  ^nemy.  This  desponding  temper  was  a 
Ab2 
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cHAiMv.  good  deal  checked  by  the  affair  atGermantown^ 
1777.  and  by  throwing  a  garrison  of  continental 
troops  into  the  fort  at  Red  Bank  called  fort 
Mercer,  the  defence  of  which  had  heretofore 
been  trusted  to  militia,  but  in  which  colonel 
Greene  of  Rhode  island,  with  his  regiment  was 
now  placed.  This  fort  commanded  the  channel 
between  the  Jersey  shore  and  Mud  island,  and 
the  American  vessels  lay  securely  under  its 
guns,  from  whence  they  could  sally  out  on  th^ 
enemy  whenever  the  occasion  should  require 
it.  The  fort  at  Red  Bank  required  an  additional 
number  of  men  for  its  defence,  and  the  militia 
of  Jersey  were  relied  on  to  furnish  them.  It 
was  also  important  to  form  a  body  of  men  which 
should  overawe  and  harass  the  rear  of  any 
detachment  which  might  be  employed  in  the 
investment  of  the  place,  and  this  corps  too 
could  only  be  supplied  by  New  Jersey. 

The  present  garrisons  of  Mud  island,  and  Red 
Bank,  though  not  sufficiently  numerous,  being 
composed  of  troops  on  whom  great  dependence 
could  be  placed,  it  was  supposed  that,  through 
the  aid  of  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  marine  force,  they  might 
be  defended  for  some  time  against  the  utmost 
efforts  pf  the  enemy.  To  give  to  the  exertiona 
of  the  vessels  the  effect  expected  from  them» 
and  of  which  they  were  capable,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  places  of  the  seamen  who 
had  deserted,  and  for  this  purpose,  immediate 
drafts  were  directed  to  be  made  from  the  con- 
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tinental  regiments  of  those  who  were  fitted  for  chap,  iv. 
that  service;  and  general  Washington  also  1777. 
requested  that  some  unfinished  frigates  and 
other  vessels  which  were  lying  up  the  river 
might  be  sunk.  This  would  prevent  their 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  might 
use  them  against  the  fort  and  fieet,  and  at  the 
same  time  would  liberate  their  crews,  who 
might  be  employed  in  the  American  vessels 
which  were  in  actual  service. 

These  dispositions  for  the  defence  of  the 
river  being  made,  the  next  object  was  to  render 
the  situation  of  general  Howe  in  Philadelphia 
as  inconvenient  and  embarrassing  as  possible, 
by  restraining  his  intercourse  with  the  country, 
and  cutting  off  the  supplies  designed  for  his 
army.  With  this  view,  the  American  general  Mcaraw. 
detached  about  six  hundred  militia  over  theK"»««i 

Washuigtoa 

Schuylkill,  under  general  Potter,  with  orders  S^,^J^J2 
to  watch  the  country  between  that  river  and  pi^iphia. 
Chester,  so  as  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from 
going  with  their  provisions  to  the  market  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  cut  off  small  foraging 
parties  of  the  enemy,  which  might  be  sent  out 
to  obtain  supplies  for  the  relief  of  those  wants 
wMch  began  to  be  felt  by  their  army.  He  was 
also  ordered  to  give  notice  of  any  large  detach- 
ment which  might  cross  the  Schuylkill,  and  to 
inform  himself  of  the  numbers  and  position  of 
the  force  stationed  at  Wilmington,  against 
which  post  an  enterprise  was  meditated. 
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qiAP.w.  The  militia  of  the  counties  «i  tte  Del«wwe 
1777.  above  Philadelphia  were  also  directed  to  watch 
the  roads  in  thai  part  of  the  coiustxy,  so  a^  to 
intercept  those  persons  who  were  isdifereai  to 
whom  their  provisions  were  sold,  provided 
payment  was  received  ia  specie. 

To  render  more  eiectaal  the  exertions  of  die 
army  to  stop  those  who  were  seduced  by  the 
hope  of  ^d  and  silver  to  aid  the  enemy  at  dus 
critical  time,  congress  passed  a  residtxtion,  sub- 
jecting to  martial  law,  and  to  deadi,  all  those 
who  should  fiinnish  them  widi  ^srovisions^  or 
certain  other  aids  enumerated  in  the  resolutLon, 
and  who  diould  be  taken  within  thir^  miles  4oi 
any  city,  town,  or  place  in  Jersey,  Peoaasylvania, 
or  Delaware,  which  was  in  posoesaioii  of  the 
enemy. 

These  arran^ments  being  made  to  ^cut  off 
as  much  as  possible  ail  &up|)lies  from  thecoua^ 
try,  general  Washington  reooeupied  the  ground 
from  whkh'he  had  marched  to  fight  the  batde 
of  Germanlown,  in  the  hope  of  restraining  the 
operations  of  the  enemy  against  the  forts ;  <or, 
if  he  should  fail  in  that  object,  of  beii^  enabled 
either  again  to  attack  diem,  while  weakened  by 
parties  detached  on  that  service,  or  to  fdl  in 
wxdi  such  parties,  as  might  he  tfound  >mfe0t 
idvisabibe. 

In  the  anean-time,  >general  Howe  was  active 

in  his  preparations  to  attack  fiifft  MiAin  fram 

.  the  Pennsylvania  shore*    "Some  batteries  wece 
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er^cird  at  the  idoiith  of  the  Schuylkill  in  order  chap,  i v. 
to  command  Webb^B  ferry,  which  were  attacked  irrr. 
by  Commodore  Haslewood,  and  silenced;  but 
the  next  i^ight,  a  detachment  of  the  enemy 
onOsKd  oVer  Webb's  ferry  into  Province  island 
on  which  they  erected  a  redoubt  opposite  fort 
MliEin^  within  two  musket  shots  of  the  block- 
house,  £pom  which,  as  no  sufficient  works  had 
been  erected  for  defence  on  that  quarter,  they 
were  enabled  to  throw  shot  at|d  shells  directly  Attack  utnn 

fort  Miffiin* 

into  the  barracks.  Daylight  discovered  this 
redoubt,  and  three  gallies  with  a  floating  bat- 
tery wttre  immediately  ordered  by  commodore 
Haktewood  who  commanded  the  fleet  to  attack 
it.  Their  fire  was  so  well  supported  that  the 
garrison  surrendered.  While  the  boats  were 
bringing  the  prisoners  off  the  island,  a  large 
b.ody  of  the  enemy  was  seen  marching  into  the 
redoubt.  A  fire  was  immediately  commenced 
on  them  from  fort  Mifflin,  during  which,  several 
of  those  who  had  surrendered,  escaped  and 
were  received  by  their  friends,  who  were  now 
again  in  possession  of  the  redoubt.  The  num. 
ber  of  prisoners  actually  brought  off  in  the 
boats  were  two  subalterns,  and  fifty-six  privates. 
The  attack  on  the  redoubt  was  renewed,  but 
without  success:  and  two  attempts  made  by 
lieutenant  colonel  Smith  from  fort  Mifflin  to 
^torm  it,  failed.  The  garrison  of  fort  Mifflin 
being  much  annoyed  by  the  fire  from  it,  gene- 
nd  Wadtti^ton  directed  new  covers,    in  a 
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CHAP.  IV.  place  of  greater  security,  to  be  erected  for 
1777.  the  troops;  and  the  meadow  banks,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Schuylkill  up  to  the  mouth  of  Hol- 
lander^ creek,  to  be  cut  in  several  places,  so  as 
to  inundate  the  adjacent  ground,  and  stop  the 
progress  of  the  works  the  enemy  were  raising. 
But  the  garrison  was  not  sufficient  to  effect  this 
service,  and  the  commodore  had  too  little  con- 
fidence in  the  seamen  to  trust  them  on  shore. 
In  a  few  nights,  the  enemy  constructed  a  long 
breastwork  on  the  high  ground  of  the  island, 
which  enfiladed  the  principal  battery,  and  ren- 
dered it  necessary  ta  throw  up  some  cover  on 
the  platform,  to  protect  the  men  who  worked 
the  guns. 

The  aids  expected  by  the  garrison  from  the 
Jersey  militia  were  not  received,  *'  Assure 
yourself,*'  said  lieutenant  colonel  Smith  in  a 
letter  pressing  earnestly  for  a  re-enforcement 
of  continental  troops,  **  that  no  dependence  is 
to  be  put  on  the  militia;  whatever  men  your 
excellency  determines  on  sending,  no  time  is 
to  be  lost."  The  garrison  of  fort  Mifflin  was 
now  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty- six  effec- 
tives, and  that  of  Red  Bank  did  not  much 
exceed  two  hundred. 

In  consequence  of  these  representations,  it 
was  determined  to  send  a  re-enforcement  of 
continental  troops  to  both  forts.  Colonel  Angel 
with  his  regiment  from  Rhode  Island  was 
ordered  to  Red  Bank,  and  lieutenant  colonel 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEOR6E  WASHINGTON.  ]^g5 

John  Green  of  Virginia,  with  about  two  hun-  chaf.iv. 
dred  men  of  his  regiment,  was  ordered  to  fort  1777. 
Mifflin.  The  baron  D'Arendt,  whose  service 
in  Europe  led  to  the  opinion  that  he  possessed 
some  considerable  skill  in  the  art  of  defending 
fortified  places,  and  who  had  now  recovered  his 
health,  was  directed  to  repair  to  the  latter  fort, 
and  take  command  of  it. 

The  general  appears  to  have  felt  some  appre- 
hension that  this  order  might  wound  lieutenant 
colonel  Smith,  who  had  heretofore  conducted 
the  defence  of  the  place.  In  his  letter,  commu- 
nicating the  intelligence  of  the  re-enforcement 
sent  under  lieutenant  colonel  Green,  and  the 
arrangement  relative  to  the  commanding  officer, 
he  says  **  colonel  D'Arendt  having  now  reco- 
vered from  his  indisposition  will,  this  day,  pro- 
ceed to  fort  Mif&in  to  take  the  command  there, 
agreeably  to  my  first  intention.  Your  conduct 
since  you  have  been  vested  with  it,  has  been 
such  as  to  merit  my  entire  approbation;  and  i 
am  assured  it  will  continue  to  be  such  as  will 
finally  preserve  to  you  an  equal  claim  to  it. 
Colonel  D*Arendt*s  knowledge  and  experience 
in  war  fully  entitle  him  to  the  confidence  of 
every  officer  and  man  under  his  command.'* 
Lieutenant  colonel  Smith,  however,  desired 
leave  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  but  on  receiving 
an  answer  to  that  request,  in  which  the  com- 
mander  in  chief,  after  stating  the  difficulty  of 
sending  the  necessary  re- enforcements  without 

VOL.  III.  c  c 
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CHAP. IV.  an  officefr  of  superior  rank,  and  that  he  was* 
irrr.  induced  by  that  circumstance,  and  not  by  a 
wish  to  supersede  him,  whose  conduct  he 
approved,  to  order  colonel  D'Arendt  on  that 
service,  left  it  in  his  choice  to  continue  in  die 
fort  or  r^oin  his  corps.  These  explanations, 
added  to  the  ill  health  of  colonel  D'Arendt, 
which  obliged  him  to  retire  for  a  few  days  from 
the  unwholesome  damps  of  Mud  island  to  Red 
Bank,  determined  lieutenant  colonel  Smith  to 
remain  in  fort  Mifflin. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Brandywine, 
admiral  Howe,  who  supposed  the  army  to  be 
unquestionably  secured  by  that  event,  from  any 
circumstance  which  could  render  the  immediate 
aid  of  the  fleet  essential  to  its  safety,  sailed 
for  the  Delaware,  where  he  expected  to  ar- 
rive in  time  to  meet  and  co-operate  with  the 
land  forces  in  and  about  Philadelphia.  But 
the  winds  were  so  unfavourable,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  bay  of  Delaware  so  difficult,  that 
his  van  did  not  get  into  the  river  until  the  fourth 
of  October.  The  ships  of  war  and  transports 
which  followed,  and  which  came  up  from  the 
sixth  to  the  eighth,,  anchored  from  Newcastle 
to  Reedy  island. 

The  frigates  in  advance  of  the  fleet  had  not 
yet  succeeded  in  their  endeavours  to  effect  a 
passage  for  the  ships  through  the  lower  double 
row  of  chevaux-de-frize.     Though  no  longeir. 
protected  by  the  fort  at  Billingsport,  they  were^ 
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defended  by  the  water  force  above,  and  the  cHAy.iv. 
work  was  found  to  be  more  difficult  than  had  1777. 
been  expected.  Although  the  scarcity  of  am- 
munition  restrained  in  some  degree  the  fire 
from  the  gallies  and  floating  batteries,  it  was 
not  until  about  the  middle  of  October  that  the 
impediments  were  in  part  removed,  so  as  to 
afford  a  narrow  and  intricate  passage  through 
them  up  to  the  forts.  In  the  mean-time,  the 
fire  from  the  Pennsylvania  shore  had  not 
produced  all  the  effect  expected  from  it,  and 
it  was  perceived  that  greater  exertions  would 
be  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  the  works, 
than  could  safely  be  made  in  the  present 
relative  situation  of  the  armies,  under  this 
impression,  general  Howe,  soon  after  the  Ame- 
rican army  had  returned  to  its  old  camp  on 
Skippack,  retired  from  Germantown,  and  con- 
centred his  troops  in  Philadelphia. 

This  movement  was  preparatory  to  a  com- 
bined attack  by  land  and  water  on  forts  Mercer, 
and  Mifflin,  which  had  been  agreed  on  by  the 
admiral  and  general. 

After  effecting  a  passage  through  the  works 
sunk  in  the  river  at  Billingsport,  other  difficul- 
ties still  remained  to  be  encountered  by  the 
ships  of  war.  Several  rows  of  Chevaux-de- 
frize  had  been  sunk  about  half  a  mile  below 
Mud  island,  which  were  protected  by  the  guns 
of  forts  Mifflin  and  Mercer,  as  well  as  by  the 
moveable  water  force,    so  that  to  raise  the 
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cHAP.nr.  frames  and  clear  the  channel  was  impracticable, 
1777.  without  having  first  taken  the  forts. 
October.  On  the  21st,  colonel  count  Donop  a  German 
officer  who  had  gained  great  reputati<Hi  in  the 
course  of  the.  war,  crossed  the  Delaware  at 
Cooper^s  ferry  opposite  Philadelphia,  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment  of  Hessians,  consisting, 
besides  light  infantry  and  chasseurs,  of  three 
battalions  of  grenadiers  and  the  regiment  of 
Mesbach,  amounting  to  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  in  order  to  proceed  next  day  to  th^ 
attack  of  the  fort  at  Red  Bank. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  that,  so  soon  as  the 
a.ttack  should  be  made  by  colonel  count  Donop, 
a  heavy  cannonade  on  fort  Mifflin  should  com- 
mence from  the  batteries  on  the  Pennsylvania 
shore,  and  that  the  Vigilant,  a  ship  of  war, 
should  pass  through  a  narrow  and  very  confined 
channel  between  Hog  island,  next  below  Mud 
island,  and  the  Pennsylvania  shore  so  as  to 
attack  the  fort  in  the  rear.  Mean-while,  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  garrison,  and  of  the, 
marine  force,  from  the  Vigilant  and  from  other 
more  serious  attacks,  the  advanced  frigates, 
together  with  the  Isis  and  Augusta,  were  to 
approach  fort  Mifflin  in  front,  up  the  main 
.  channel,  as  far  as  the  impediments  in  it  would 
admit,  and  from  dience  batter  the  works. 

The  fortifications  at  Red  Bank  consisted  of 
extensive  outer  works,  within  which  was  an 
intrenchment  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  boarded 
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and  frdzedy  on  which  colonel  Greene  after  cmap.iy. 
taking  command  of  the  place  had  bestowed  a  irrr. 
great  deal  of  labour.  Late  in  the  evening  of  Atta^nm 
the  22dy  count  Donop  appeared  before  the  fort 
and  attacked  it  with  great  intrepidity.  It  was 
defended  with  equal  resolution.  The  outer 
works  being  too  extensive  to  be  manned  by  the 
force  under  colonel  Greene,  which  did  not  ex-^ 
ceed  five  hundred  men,  were  only  used  to  gall 
the  enemy  while  advancing,  and  on  their  near 
approach  were  abandoned  by  the  garrison,  who 
retired  within  the  inner  intrenchment,  from 
whence  they  kept  up  against  the  Hessians, 
who  pressed  on  with  great  gallantry,  a  most 
heavy  and  destructive  fire.  Colonel  Donop,  coiond 
while  leading  on  his  troops,  received  a  mortal  JSi£||y^ 
wound,  and  lieutenant  colonel  M'mgerode,  the  g2|?«*«»*»J« 
second  in  command,  fell  about  the  same  time. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Linsing,  now  the  oldest  re- 
maining officer  of  the  detachment,  drew  oflfhis 
troops ;  and,  being  favoured  by  the  darkness  of 
'  the  night,  collected  as  mai^y  of  the  wounded  as 
could  be  brought  off.  He  marched  about  five 
miles  that  night,  and  returned  next  day  to 
Philadelphia.  In  this  unsuccessful  expedition, 
according  to  the  best  information  which  could 
be  collected,  the  enemy  lost  about  four  hun- 
dred men.  The  garrison,  which  was  re-en- 
forced from  fort  MifSin,  and  aided  by  the  gal- 
lies  which  flanked  the  enemy  both  advancing 
and  retreating,  having  fought  under  cover  lost 
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cHAp.nr.  only  thirty-two  men  killed  and  wounded.  It 
1777.  would  appear  from  the  statement  given  by 
general  Howe  of  this  enterprise,  that  the  inner 
works  could  not  be  carried  without  scaling  lad- 
ders, and  that  colonel  Donop  had  not  been 
furnished  with  them.  Had  the  requisitions  of 
the  commander  in  chief  been  complied  with, 
and  a  camp  been  formed  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance by  the  Jersey  militia,  so  as  to  have  fallen 
upon  the  rear  of  the  assailants,  it  is  probable 
that  this  whole  corps  might  have  been  destroyed. 
In  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  perform  the 
part  assigned  to  the  navy,  the  Augusta,  a  sixty- 
four  gun  ship,  with  four  other  smaller  vessels, 
passed  the  lower  line  of  chevaux-de-frize  oppo- 
site to  Billingsport,  and  lay  above  them,  waiting 
the  assault  to  be  made  on  the  fort  from  the 
land.  The  flood  tide  setting  in  about  the  time 
the  attack  commenced,  they  slipped  their 
cables  and  moved  with  it  up  the  river.  The 
obstructions  which  had  been  sunk  in  the  river 
had  in  some  degree  changed  its  channel,  so 
that  the  Augusta,  and  the  Merlin  grounded  a 
considerable  distance  below  the  second  line 
of  chevaux-de-frize;  and  a  strong  northerly 
wind,  whiqh  had  prevented  the  Vigilant  from 
coming  up  to  the  station  assigned  her,  still 
continuing,  so  checked  the  rising  of  the  tide, 
that  these  vessels  could  not  be  floated  by  the 
subsequent  flood.  Their  situation,  however, 
was  not  discerned  that  evening.     The  frigates 
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approached  the  fort  as  near  as  possible,  against  chap.iv. 
whicli  they  kept  up  an  incessant  fire.  The  1777. 
batteries  from  the  Pennsylvania  shore  also  were 
opened  on  the  garrison,  but  night  soon  put  an 
end  to  the  cannonade.  .  Very  early  next  morn* 
ing,  it  was  recommenced,  in  the  hope  that  un- 
der cover  of  the  fire  from  the  vessels  and  from 
the  batteries,  the  Augusta  and  the  Merlin 
might  be  got  ofi*.  It  was  soon  discovered  that 
they  were  on  ground,  and  four  fire  ships  were 
sent  against  them,  but  without  effect.  ,  Mean- 
while a  very  warm  cannonade  was  continued 
on  both  sides,  in  the  course  of  which  the  Au- 
gusta took  fire,  and  it  was  found  impracticable 
to  extinguish  the  flames.  In  this  state  of 
things  it  became  necessary  to  take  out  the 
men,  and  to  withdraw  the  frigates,  to  prevent 
the  injury  they  might  sustain  when  she  should 
blow  up.  This  being  in  a  great  measure 
effected,  and  the  Merlin,  which  could  not  be 
removed,  being  set  on  fire,  the  Augusta  blew  iiie  Anmm^ 
up,  and  in  her  were  lost  a  few  of  the  crew,  op?^ 
among  whom  were  a  lieutenant  Baldock,''  and 
the  chaplain,  and  gunner.  For  their  continu- 
ance  in  the  vessel,  no  reason  has  been  assigned. 
The  repulse  of  the  detachment  commanded 
by  count  Donop,  inspired  congress  with  the 
most  flattering  hopes  respecting  the  permanent 
defence  of  the  posts  on  the  Delaware.     That 

^Annual  Rcgiater.^^.Stedman. 
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cHAy.m  body  expressed  its  hi^  sense  of  the  merits  of 

1777.    colonel  Greene,  who  had  commanded  in  fort 

Mercer,  of  lieutenant  colonel  Smith  who  had 

commanded  in  fort  Mifflin,  and  of  commodore 

j  Hazlewood  who  commanded  the  gallies;  and 

to  each  of  these  officers,  an  elegant  sword  was 
presented,  as  a  mark  of  the  estimation  in  which 
his  services  were  held  by  the  public. 

I  The  evacuation  of  Germantown  by  the  Bri- 

tish, so  immediately  after  general  Washington 

I  had   re-occupied  his  old  camp  on  Skippack 

creek,  having  rendered  that  position  too  remote 

w!!d^gton  *^  ^  ^^y  longer  eligible,  the  American  army 

wSteSiih  advanced  to  White  marsh,  within  fifteen  miles 

of  Philadelphia. 

•  The  objects  of  the  commander  in  chief  were 
still  the  same.  He  counted  on  enfeebling,  in 
some  degree,  the  operations  of  the  enemy 
against  the  forts  on  the  Delaware,  on  fighting 
them,  if  he  could  do  so  to  advantage,  and  on 
restraining  their  foraging  parties,  and  cutting 
off  their  supplies  from  the  country.  His  parties 
of  light  horse,  who  with  indefatigable  vigilance 
watched  their  motions,  gave  him  early  intelli- 
gence of  all  their  movements.  On  being  in- 
formed that  count  Donop  had  crossed  over 
into  Jersey,  he  could  not  conceive  that  his 
design  was  to  carry  Red  Bank  by  storm,  but 
supposed  that  he  intended  to  invest  it,  and  to 
force  the  garrison  by  regular  approaches  and 
bombardment,  to  capitulate.    Immediate  mea- 
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sures  were  taken  to  raise  if  possible,  the  militia  cHy.iy. 
of  New -Jersey,  in  order  to  form  such  a  force    irrr. 
in  his  rear  as  would  disable  him  from  prosecu- 
ting the  siege;  but  they  had  been  already  so 
harassed  by  repeated  calls  during  the  invasion 
of  their  own  state,   and  were  still  drawn  so 
frequently  from  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  their  eastern  frontier,  in  defending 
which  they  felt  a  more  immediate  interest, 
that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  bring  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  them  into  the  field,*  to  derive 
from  their  services  any  essential  advantage. 

While  the  dispositions  of  the  American  army 
were  such  as  to  embarrass  as  much  as  possible 
the  communication  of  the  enemy  with  the 
country,   it  was  essentially  important  to  the  • 

present  views  of  the  commander  in  chief  to 
intercept  all  supplies  coming  from  their  ships. 
This  was  rendered  extremely  difficult  by  the 
present  position  of  the  British  army«  They 
were  in  possession  of  the  Schuylkill,  the  mouth 
of  which  was  commanded  by  their  batteries. 


*  The  usual  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  service  of  the 
militia,  was  at  this  time  very  much  increased,  by  an  event, 
by  no  means  common.  The  time  ■  for  which  the  gover- 
nor was  elected  had  expired)  and  no  new  election  had  been 
made.  The  late  executive,  therefore,  did  not  think  itself 
authorized  to  take  any  measures  as  an  executive,  and  had 
not  general  Dickenson  ventured  to  order  out  the  militia 
by  his  own  authority,  they  could  not  have  been  put  In 
motion. 
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CHAP.  IV.  and  over  which  they  had  thrown  a  bridge, 
1777.  They  were  also  in  possession  of  Province  and 
Carpenter's  islands,  on  each  of  which  a  body  of 
troops  was  stationed.  Boats  laden  with  provi- 
sions could  deposit  their  cargoes  opposite  the 
chevaux-de-frize,  from  whence  they  were  con- 
veyed through  the  islands  to  Philadelphia. 
Thus  was  their  intercourse  with  the  fleet  kept 
up,  which,  though  precarious  and  difiicult,  yet, 
greatly  relie^ved  them.  An  intercourse  between 
the  rich  country  below  Chester  and  Wilming- 
ton, was  maintained,  nor  was  it  practicable  to 
destroy  it,  while  its  preservation  was  wished 
by  the  inhabitants  themselves.  To  this  mode 
of  communication  the  commander  in  chief  in 

•  part  directed  his  attention.     General  Potter,  a 

very  vigilant  and  judicious  officer,  who  com- 
manded a  small  body  of  militia  on  the  south  of 
the  Schuylkill,  first  discovered  the  passage  of 
several  parties  by  this  route;  and  captain  Lee 
of  the  cavalry,  who  had  already  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  activity  as  a  partisan, 
and  by  the  accuracy  of  his  intelligence,  was 
directed  to  cross  the  Schuylkill  and  obtain  cor- 
rect  information  of  the  position  of  the  enemy 
in  that  quarter,  of  the  force  of  their  several 
stations,  and  of  the  exact  route  which  was 
put-sued  by  the  convoys  from  the  fleet  to  Phila- 
delphia.  This  service  he  accomplished  soon 
after  engaging  in  it. 

Being  possessed  of  the  necessary  information, 
general  Potter  was  directed  to  move  at  one 
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time,  and  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  all  the  run-  cmap^iv. 
ning  stones  from  the  mills  in  the  neighbour.    1777, 
hood  of  Chester,  and  on  the  Brandy  wine,  in 
order  to  prevent  supplies  of  flour  from  that 
source ;  and  a  strong  detachment  of  militia  was  • 
ordered  to  his  assistance,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  break  up  the  waggon   road, 
along  which  the   convoys  of  provisions   had 
passed.     The  service  concerning  the  mills  was 
executed  by  captain  Lee,  who  at  the  same  time 
captured  a  small  foraging  party,  about  twelve 
miles  below  Chester. 

The  situation  of  the  forts  still  continued  ex- 
tremely critical.  That  on  Mud  island  had 
been  wretchedly  constructed,  and  required,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  commandant,  and  of  major 
Fleury,  a  very  excellent  officer  belonging  to 
the  French  service  who  was  engaged  as  an  en- 
gineer, and  was  employed  in  the  defence  of  it, 
at  least  eight  hundred  men  fully  to  man  the 
lines  in  case  of  an  assault,  to  which  it  was 
greatly  exposed.  IVfud  island  is  about  half  a 
mile  in  length.  At  the  lower  end  of  it  was 
placed  fort  Mifflin,  having  its  principal  fortifi- 
cations in  front  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
ships  coming  up  the  river.  The  defences  in 
the  rear  consisted  only  of  a  ditch  and  palisades 
protected  by  two  block-houses,  the  upper  story 
of  one  of  which,  had  been  destroyed  in  the  late 
cannonade.  Above  the  fort  were  two.  batte- 
ries opposing  those  constructed  by  the  enemy 
Dd2 
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CHAP.  IV.  on  Province  and  Carpenter's  islands,  both  of 
1777.  which  were  in  their  possession  and  were  sepa- 
rated from  Mud  island  only  by  a  narrow  pas- 
sage between  four  and  five  hundred  yards  wide. 
This  passage  was,  in  a  great  degree,  com- 
manded by  the  English  batteries.  They  had 
driven  out  of  it  the  moveable  water  force  which 
had  been  originally  relied  on  for  security  from 
that  quarter.  In  addition  to  this,  that  force 
found  itself  compelled  in  rough  weather  to  take 
shelter  under  the  high  bank  on  the  Jersey 
shore. 

The  vessels  of  war  engaged  in  the -defence  of 
the  Delaware,  were  partly^ continental,  and  partly 
in  the  service  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
under  a  commodore  who  held  his  commission 
from  the  latter.  A  misunderstanding  pre- 
vailed between  the  commodore  and  lieutenant 
colonel  Smith  who  commanded  the  garrison  at 
fort  Mifflin,  and  also  between  the  commodore 
and  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  continental  ser- 
vice. Colonel  Smith  required  that  guard  boats 
and  gallies  should  be  continually  stationed  in 
the  channel  between  the  fort  and  the  enemy, 
which  the  commodore  frequently  refused. 

That  garrison  consisted  only  of  three  hun- 
dred continental  troops,  d.  number  insufficient 
to  place  a  single  line  round  the  works.  They 
were  in  perpetual  apprehension,  lest,  in  the 
nights,  the  darkness  of  which  was  greatly  in-r 
creased  by  thick  fogs,  the  enemy  should  pass 
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over  in  boats  from  Province  island,  and,  filling  chap,  iv. 
up  the  ditch  with  fascines,  carry  the  place  by  a    1777. 
coup-de-main,  or  take  possession  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  island  and  from  thence  batter  down 
the  slight  defence  which  covered  them  in  that 
direction. 

The  authority  and  exertions  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  were  necessary  to  prevent  the 
differences  between  the  officers  from  essentially 
injuring  the  service :  and  to  induce  commodore 
Hazlewood  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  his 
little  fleet  as  would  best  cover  fort  Mifflin  from 
the  real  ^danger  with  which  it  was  threatened. 
It  was  readily  to  be  conjectured  that  if  an  attack 
from  the  islands  should  be  meditated,  the  at- 
tention of  the  vessels  would  be  called  from 
that  quarter  by  an  attempt  from  below  on  the 
chevaux-de-frize.  To  prevent  the  mischief 
which  might  thus  be  occasioned,  the  general 
earnestly  requested  that  he  would  never  permit 
himself  to  lose  sight  of  the  passage  from  Pro- 
vince to  Mud  island,  but  would  continually 
station  a  part  of  his  fleet  in  such  a  manner  as 
immediately  to  act  with  the  most  effect  on  any 
body  of  troops  attempting  that  passage.  This 
important  duty  he  conceived  might  be  attended 
to  with  the  less  hazard  to  other  parts  of  the 
service,  because  the  solidity  of  the  obstruc- 
tions in  liie  river  was  such,  that  a  few  redhot 
balls  from  a  part  of  the  flotilla  judiciously 
posted,  would  be  sufiicient  to  protect  the  che- 
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CHAP.  IV,  vaux-de-frize  while  the  danger  from  the  islands 
1777.    should  continue. 

Finding  the  difficulties  of  drawing  the  militia 
of  Jersey  to  the  Delaware  to  be  so  great,  that  the 
exertions  of  generals  Dickenson  and  Forman 
could  not  surmount  them,  it  was  determined 
to  strengthen  the  garrison  still  further  from  the 
continental  army.     Three  hundred  Pennsylva- 

nia  militia  were  detached,  to  be  divided  be- 

octobcrao.  tween  the  two  forts;  and  a  few  days  afterwards, 
general  Varnum  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered 
to  take  a  position  about  Woodbury,  near  Red 
Bank,  and  to  relieve  and  re-enforce  t^e  garri-* 
sons  of  both  forts  as  far  as  his  strength  would 
permit,  and  the  necessity  of  their  situation 
should  require.  General  Forman,  with  such 
militia  as  he  could  bring  into  the  field,  was 
directed  to  join  him ;  and  the  hope  was  enter-* 
tained  that  so  respectable  a  continental  force 
would  induce  the  militia  to  assemble  in  greater 
numbers.  Sixteen  hundred  men  had  now  been 
detached  on  this  service,  and  a  larger  force 
could  not  be  spared  from  the  army  without  too 
much  disregarding  its  safety. 

It  was  not  from  the  opposite  shore  alone  that 
danger  to  fort  Mifflin  was  apprehended.  The 
enemy  being  in  possession  of  the  river  above, 
it  was  greatly  feared  that  preparations  were 
making  at  Philadelphia  to  proceed  down  the 
Delaware,  and  by  attacking  the  upper  part  of 
Mud  island,  to  facilitate  the  operations  which 
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might  be  meditated  from  Province,  and  Car-  chap.iv. 
penter's  islands.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  \777. 
against  these  dangers,  the  fleet  was  again  re-en- 
forced by  seamen  drawn  from  the  army,  and 
great  exertions  were  used  in  cutting  the  banks, 
so  as  to  inundate  the  grounds  on  the  islands 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  to  embarrass  all 
their  plans.  Directions  were  also  given  to  lay 
the  upper  parts  of  Mud  island,  where  the 
ground  is  low,  under  water,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  making  a  lodgment  there. 

General  Washington  had  always  felt  the  pe- 
culiar advantage  which  must  result  from  a  vic- 
tory over  the  enemy  before  a  junction  between 
their  fleet  and  army  could  be  effected,  and  had 
been  determined  to  risk  much  to  gain  one.  He 
had  therefore  fought  the  battle  of  Grermantown, 
and  after  receiving  some  small  re- enforcements, 
had  again  taken  a  position  from  which  it  might 
be  practicable  once  more  to  attack  them  to  ad- 
vantage. By  withdrawing  to  Philadelphia,  sir 
William  Howe  had  taken  a  position  so  much 
stronger  than  that  at  Germantown,  and  so  much 
nearer  the  point  against  which  his  operations 
were  now  to  be  directed,  as  very  much  to  di- 
minish the  hope  inspired  by  his  former  situa- 
tion, of  being  able  to  seize  some  moment  when 
his  force  might  be  so  divided  as  to  afford  a  fair 
probability  of  attacking  him  with  success.  Yet 
the  American  army  approached  within  fifteen 
miles  of  the  city,    and  from  that  camp  had 
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CHAP.  IV.  anxiously  sought  an  occasion  of  giving  the 
1777.  enemy  some  blow  which  might  compel  him  to 
abandon  the  metropolis.  The  circumspect 
caution  of  general  Howe  afforded  none.  After 
the  repulse  at  Red  Bank,  he  took  his  measures 
slowly,  but  with  certainty,  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  forts,  without  again  encountering  the 
hazards  of  an  assault. 

In  this  state  of  things,  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived of  the  successful  termination  of  the 
northern  campaign,  in  consequence  of  which, 
great  part  of  the  troops  employed  against  Bur- 
goyne  might  be  drawn  to  aid  the  army  in  Penn- 
sylvania. But  it  was  feared  before  these  re-en- 
forcements could  arrive,  the  enemy  %vould 
succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  forts, 
and  removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Delaware.  This  consideration  furnished 
a  strong  motive  for  risking  much  in  order  to 
raise  the  siege  of  fort  Mifflin;  but  the  relative 
force  of  the  armies;  the  difficulties  attending 
an  attack  in  their  present  situation;  and,  above 
all,  the  danger  that  a  defeat  might  so  weakeo 
him,  that  he  might  be  disabled  from  meeting 
the  enemy,  even  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
now  expected  from  the  northern  army,  deter- 
mined general  Washington  not  to  hazard  a 
second  attack  while  under  his  present  circum- 
stances. 

A  council  of  general  officers  was  called  the 
4ay  before  Vamum  had  crossed  the  Delaware, 
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who  unanimously  concurred  in  this  opinion,  chap,  tv. 
At  that  time,  the  effective  force  of  the  British  irrr. 
army,  according  to  the  best  estimate  the  gene- 
ral could  make  of  it,  amounted  to  at  least  ten 
thousand  rank  and  file.  He  supposed  this  esti* 
mate  to  be  more  probably  too  low,  than  too 
high. 

The  effective  force  of  the  continental  army 
in  rank  and  file,  including  Varnum's  brigade, 
amounted  to  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  regulars,  and  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventeen  militia,  of  whieh  nine- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-six,  being  the  militia 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  would  be  discharged 
in  three  days.  The  garrisons  of  forts  Mifflin 
and  Mercer,  consisting  then  of  about  six  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  continental  troops,  and  three 
hundred  Pennsylvania  militia,  and  the  detach, 
ment  of  about  five  hundred  militia  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Schuylkill  under  general  Potter, 
were  not  included  in  this  computation. 

To  expedite  as  much  as  possible  the  re-en- 
forcements from  the  north,  colonel  Hamilton 
was  immediately  dispatched  to  represent  fully 
to  general  Gates  the  condition  both  of  the  Bri- 
tish and  American  armies  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  urge  him  if  he  contemplated  for  them  no 
other  service  of  more  importance,  to  send  im- 
mediately to  his  aid  the  fifteen  regiments  of 
Massachussetts,  and  three  of  New  Hampshire, 
which  had   been  employed  in  the   northern 
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CHAP.  IV.  department*  His  orders  were  not  peremptory^^ 
1777.  J>ecause  it  was  not  impossible  that  some  other 
object  (as  the  capture  of  New  York)  still  more 
interesting  than  expelling  general  Howe  from 
Philadelphia^  might  be  contemplated  by  Grates; 
and  with  the  accomplishment  of  any  such, 
object  he  meant  not  to  interfere. 

While  these  exertions  were  making  by  the 
American  general, to  accelerate  the  aids  ex- 
pected from  the  north,  sir  William  Howe  per- 
severingly  prosecuted  his  preparations  against 
fort  Mifflin.  In  the  mean-time,  it  was  disco- 
vered that  a  regular  communication  by  water 
was  kept  up  with  the  fleet,  by  boats  which 
passed  in  the  night  with  muffled  oars  between 
Province  and  Mud  islands,  very  near  the  shore 
of  the  former,  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. This  was  communicated  to  the  commo- 
dore, who  thought  it  impracticable  to  prevent 
die  intercourse. 

The  preparations  for  the  meditated  attack  on 
fort  Mifflin  from  floating  batteries,  and  from 
Province  island  where  very  extensive  and  effi- 
cient  works  had  been  erected,  were  now  nearly 
completed;  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  mode 
of  certainly  preventing  its  success  but  by  dri- 
ving the  enemy  out  of  the  island.  Such  an 
enterprise,  after  being  contemplated  for  some 
time,  was  deemed  too  hazardous,  and  was 
therefore  abandoned.  To  ensure  success,  the 
party  must  have  amounted  to  at  least  flfteen 
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hundred  men,  who  could  orfy  enter  the  island  chaf.iv. 
by  marching  towards  Chester,  as  far  as  the  1777. 
Bell  tavern  near  Darby,  from  whence  it  was 
necessary  to  tnm  down  to  the  Delaware,  and 
march  four  miles  up  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  to 
the  works  to  be  attacked.  The  enemy  had 
constructed  a  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  with- 
in four  miles  of  the  Bell  tavern;  and,  conse- 
quently, on  their  first  alarm  in  Province  island 
it  would  be  in  their  power  to  throw  a  body  of 
troops  into  the  rear  of  the  American  party 
which  would  effectually  cut  off  its  retreat. 

The  attempt  then  could  not  be  made  without 
a  covering  party  sufficiently  strong  to  secure 
the  retreat  of  the  detachment  which  should 
enter  Province  island,  or  a  removal  of  the 
whole  army  to  the  other  side  of  the  Schuylkill. 

The  first  measure  would  so  weaken  the  camp 
as  to  leave  it  with  all  the  artillery  and  stores 
exposed  to  the  enemy,  who  mi^t  turn  their 
whole  force  either  against  the  covering  party, 
or  the  portion  of  the  army  remaining  in  camp, 
and  obtain  a  sure  and  easy  victory  over  either. 

To  the  second  there  w^ere  many  and  great 
objections.  A  removal  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Schuylkill,  would  uncover  the  stores  at  Easton, 
Bethlehem,  and  Allentown,  as  well  as  several 
hospitals  which  were  within  the  reach  of  the 
enemy.  It  would  also,  by  placing  the  Schuyl- 
kill between  the  two  armies,  the  passage  over 
which  general  Howe  commanded,  enable  him 
Ee2 
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cBAP.iv.  to  make  larger  detachments  against  Red  Batik^ 
1777.    than  could  be  hazarded,  while  the  American 
army  lay  in  full  force  within  twelve  miles  of 
him,  without  any  intervening  impediment. 

These  considerations  compelled  the  general 
.  to  abandon  the  enterprise  against  Province 
island,  though  he  was  aware  of  its  importance 
to  the  enemy,  and  the  danger  to  fort  Mifflin 
from  the  fortifications  constructed  on  it^  He 
was  under  the  necessity  of  quietly  looking  on, 
and  observing  the  progress  of  the  work,  with- 
out  being  able  to  obstruct  it. 

When  their  batteries  both  on  the  island  and . 
w^ter  were  completed,  intelligence  was  re-* 
ceived  that  a  grand  attack  would  be  made,  for 
which  purpose  it  was  expected  that  a  consid* 
erable  force  would  be  detached  from  the  army 
in  Philadelphia.  Ih  the  opinion  that  such  a 
measure  would  afford  an  opportunity  of  enga- 
ging with  advantage  those  who  should  remain, 
a  council  of  general  officers  was  once  more 
summoned,  who  unanimously  declared  against 
such  an  attempt,  and  it  was  consequently  re- 
linquished. 
November.  Early  lu  the  morning  of  the  10th,  a  new  and 
large  battery  on  Province  island,  of  twenty-four, 
and  thyty-two  pounders,  and  two  howitzers  of 
eight  inches  each,  opened  about  five  hundred 
yards  from  fort  Mifflin,  which  kept  up  through 
the  day,  and  for  several  successive  days,  an 
incessant  fire.  The  block-houses  were  reduced 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ iC 


GEORGB  WASHINGTON.  213 

to  a  heap  of  ruins;  the  palisades  were  beaten  chap.iv. 
down;  and  most  of  the  guns  dismounted,  and  1777. 
otherwise  disabled.  The  barracks  were  battered 
in  every  part  so  as  to  render  it  iihpracticable 
for  the  troops  to  continue  in  them.  They  were 
under  the  necessity  of  working  and  watching 
the  whdle  night  to  repair  the  damages  of  the 
day^  and  to  guard  against  a  storm  of  which 
they  were  in  perpetual  apprehension.  If  in  the 
day,  a  few  moments  were  allowed  for  repose, 
it  was  taken  on  the  wet  earth,  which  was  ren- 
dered by  the  heavy  rains  that  fell  about  this 
time,  a  soft  mud.  The  garrison  was  relieved 
by  general  Vamum,  with  fresh  men  every 
forty-eight  hours;  but  his  brigade  was  so  weak 
that  half  the  men  were  constantly  on  duty.  .  i 
Colonel  Smith  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  and 
in  this  general  Vamum  concurred  with  him, 
that  a  storm,  if  attempted,  would  certainly 
succeed,  and  that  the  garrison  ought  to  be 
withdrawn;  but  general  Washington  still  che- 
rished the  hope  that  the  place  might  be  main- 
tained until  he  should  be  re*enforced  from  the 
northern  army.  He  conceived  that  a  storin 
would  not  be  attempted  until  the  works  were 
battered  down,  and  therefore  recommended 
that  the  whole  night  should  be  employed  in 
repairs.  To  make  them  the  more  expediti- 
ously, he  directed  drafts  from  the  militia  every 
nighty  with  a  promise  that  they  should  be  per- 
mitted  to  return  every  morning  to  Red  Bank ; 
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cHAMv,  and  ordered  that  it  should  be  defended  to  the 
1777.    last  extremity.      Never  were    orders   better 
executed. 

Several  of  the   garrison  were  killed,    and 
among  them  captain   Treat,    a  very   gallant 


^'^-  "•  officer  who  commanded  the  artillery.  Colonel 
Smith  received  a  contusion  on  his  hip  and  arm, 
which  obliged  him  to  give  up  the  command, 
and  retire  to  Red  Bank.  Major  Fleury  was 
also  slightly  wounded,  but  not  sufficiently  to 
prevent  his  continuing  to  perform,  with  unre* 
mitted  exertions,   the  arduous  duties  of  his 


Twelfth,  Station.  His  report  to  the  commander  in  chief 
was,  that  though  the  block-houses  were  beaten 
down,  all  the  guns  in  them  except  two  disabled^ 
and  several  breaches  made  in  the  walls,  the 
place  was  still  defensible;  but  the  garrison  was 
so  unequal  to  what  was  required  by  the  extent 
of  the  lines,  and  was  so  dispirited  by  watching, 
fatigue,  and  constant  exposure  to  the  coM 
rains,  which  were  almost  incessant;  that  he 
dreaded  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  carry  the 
place  by  assault.  Fresh  troops  were  ordered 
to  their  relief  from  Varnum's  brigade,  and  the 

command  was  taken  first  by  colonel  Russell, 


Fourtcmth.  and  afterwards  by  major  Thayer.  The  artillery 
of  the  fort  commanded  by  captain  Lee,  since 
the  death  of  captain  Treat,  was  extremely  well 
served.  The  enemy  was  several  times  thrown 
into  evident  confusion,  and  a  floating  battery, 
which  opened  in   the  morning  was  entirely 
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lilenced  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Intelligence  chap,  i v. 
was  received  that  efforts  were  making  to  bring  irrr. 
up  a  frigate  in  the  channel  between  the  islands, 
followed  by  a  sloop  carrying  her  guns,  and  this 
iotelligence,  obtained  from  a  reconnoitring 
party,  was  immediately  communicated  to  the 
commodore,  with  orders  to  sink  a  hulk  to 
obstruct  the  passage;  but  the  difficulty  of  exe- 
cuting this  order  prevented  its  being  attempted. 

The  defence  being  more  obstinate  than  had  ^^'  "• 
been  expected,  the  enemy  brought  up  their 
ships  as  far  as  the  obstructions  in  the  river  per- 
mitted, and  kept  up  from  them,  as  well  as  from 
their  batteries,  a  most  tremendotis  fire.  The 
cover  for  the  troops  being  now  greatly  im- 
paired, they  sustained  much  more  injury  than 
in  the  commencement  of  the  siege.  The  brave 
garrison,  however,  still  maintained  their  ground 
widi  the  most  unshaken  firmness.  In  the  midst 
of  this  severe  and  trying  conflict,  the  Vigilant 
and  a  sloop  of  war  were  brought  up  the  inner 
channel  between  Mud  and  Province  islands, 
and  taking  a  station  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  works,  not  only  kept  up  a  most  destruc- 
tive cannonade,  but  threw  hand  grenades  into 
them;  and  with  musketry  from  her  round  top, 
killed  every  man  that  appeared  on  the  platform* 

Major  Thayer  applied  to  the  commodore  to 
remove  these  vessels,  and  informed  him  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  longer  to.  maintain  the 
fort,  if  they  kept  their  station.     The  commo- 
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CHAP. IV.  dore  ordered  six  gallies  on  this  service;  but, 
1777.    after  reconnoitring  the  situation  of  the  vesseb, 
they    returned  without   eflFecting    any    thing. 
I'heir  report  was,  that  these  ships  were  so  co- 
vered by  the  batteries  on  Province  island,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  remove  them. 
Fort  Mifflin       The  fort  was  now  apparently  no  longer  ten- 
^^^    able.  The  works  were  all  in  ruins,  and  afforded 
ti^BritSL  no  protection  to  the  garrison,  which  had  al- 
ready suffered  very  much.     The  position  of  the 
Vigilant  rendered  any  further  continuance  on 
the  island  a  useless  and  prodigal  waste  of  human 
Nov.  16.    life ;  aild  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  night,  the 
garrison  was  withdrawn. 

Another  attempt  was  made  to  drive  the  ves- 
•  .sels  from  their  stations,  with  a  determination 
if  it  should  succeed,  again  to  take  possession 
of  the  island,  but  the  gallies  effected  nothing, 
and  a  detachment  from  Province  island  soon 
occupied  the  ground  which  had  been  aban* 
doned. 
Seventeenth.      Thc  day  aftcr  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
""^  evacuation  of  fort  Mifflin,  general  Washington 

detached  generals  St.  Clair,  De  Kalb,  and 
Knox,  to  confer  with  general  Vamum  and  the 
officers  at  fort  Mercer ;  and,  after  viewing  the 
ground  and  the  river,  to  report  on  the  practi- 
cability of  continuing  to  defend  the  obstructions 
in  the  channel,  and  to  state  the  force  which 
would  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  A  coun- 
cil orthe  officers  of  the  navy  had  already  been 
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called  by  the  commodore,  in  pursuance  of  a  chap,  iv. 
request  of  the  commander  in  chief  made  before  1777. 
the  evacuation  had  taken  place,  who  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  im- 
practicable for  the  fleet,  after  the  loss  of  the 
island,  to  maintain  its  station,  or  to  assist  in 
preventing  the  chevaux-de-frize  from  being 
weighed  by  the  ships  of  the^nemy.  This  ser- 
vice, however,  they  conceived  might  be  effec* 
tually  performed  by  batteries  from  the  Jersey 
shore.  The  general  officers  who  had  been  re- 
quested  to  view  the  situation  of  the  works  on 
that  shore,  and  of  the  river,  reported  in  favour 
of  maintaining  them.  General  Vamum  and 
colonel  Green  appeared  disposed  to  abandon  * 
the  fort,  as  they  believed  it  incapable  of  being 
defended  against  an  attack  by  land,  and  were 
also  of  opinion  that  it  had  been  in  a  great 
degree  deprived  of  its  importance  by  the  loss 
of  Mud  island;  since  which,  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy  navigated  the  water  between  Mud  and 
;  Province  islands,  unmolested,  and  in  fuU  day. 
They  were  also  apprehensive  that  by  persever- 
.ing  to  hold  an  indefensible  place,  the  garrison 
would  probably  be  lost,  since  the  enemy  might 
cross  the  Delaware,  both  above  and  below 
them,  and  a  retreat  by  water  was  no  longer 
practicable.  Fort  Mercer  is  situated  between 
Manto  and  Timber  creeks,  which  are  impas- 
sable several  miles,  so  that  the  retreat  of  the 
garrison  could  only  be  in  one  direction, 
VOL.  in.  F  f 
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Their  anxiety  on  this  subject  was  increased 
by  certain  intelligence  that  lord  Cornwallis  with 
a  very  strong  body  of  troops,  reported  to  be 
from  three  to  five  thousand,  had  been  detached 
from  Philadelphia,  and  that  his  destination  was 
avowed  to  be  fort  Mercer. 

General  Howe  had  now  completed  a  line  of 
defence  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Delaware, 
and  a  re.enforcement,  ordered  from  New  York, 
had  arrived  at  Chester.  These  two  circum- 
stances enabled  him  to  form  an  army  in  the 
Jerseys  sufficient  for  the  reduction  of  fort  M er« 
c^,  without  weakening  himself  so  much  in 
Philadelphia  as  to  be  apprehensive  of  danger 
from  an  attack  on  his  lines.  He  still  deemed 
U  of  the  utmost  importance,  to  open  completely 
the  navigation  of  the  Delaware.  Notwithstand* 
ing  the  supplies  from  the  adjacent  country,  and 
the  communication  he  had  kept  up  with  the 
ships  through  the  passage  along  Province  and 
Carpenter's  islands,  his  army  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  had  suffered  severely,  both  for 
provisions  and  fuel.  He  was  therefore  still 
determined  to  carry  this  favourite  point. 

Every  preparation  being  now  made,  lord 
Cwnwallis  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  17th,  marched  with  a  strong  detachment 
to  Chester,  from  whence  he  crossed  over  to 
Billingsport  the  next  day,  and  was  joined  by 
the  re-enforcement  from  New  York. 
Nov.  18.  General  Washington  received  immediate 
intelligence  of  the  march  of  this  detachment^ 
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ivhich  he  conjectured  might  amount  to  about  chaf.iv. 
two   thousand    men,    and    gave    information    1777. 
thereof  to  general  Varnum. 

Having  received  about  the  same  time  the 
report  of  St.  Clair,  de  Kalb,  and  Knox,  in 
£ivour  of  maintaining  ibrt  Mercer,  he  gave 
orders  that  it  should  not  be  evacuated  but  in 
the  last  necessity;  and  in  order  to  support  the 
garrison  >  one  division  of  the  army  was  ordered 
immediately  to  cross  the  Delaware  at  Burling- 
ton, and  expresses  were  dispatched  to  the 
northern  troops  who  were  now  marching  on  by 
brigades,  directing  them  instead  of  crossing 
the  Delaware  at  Coryell's  ferry,  in  conformity 
with  instructions  which'  had  before  been  given, 
to  move  down  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
until  they  should  receive  further  orders. 

Major  general  Greene,  an  officer  who  had 
been  distinguished  early  in  the  war  by  the 
commander  in  chief  for  the  solidity  of  his 
judgment,  and  his  military  talents,  was  selected 
for  this  expedition.  A  hope  was  entertained 
that  he  would  be  able,  not  only  to  protect  fort 
Mercer,  but  to  obtain  also  some  decisive  ad- 
vantage over  lord  Cornwallis.  The  situation 
of  the  fort,  which  his  lordship  could  only 
invest  by  placing  himself  between  Timber  and 
Manto  creeks,  would  expose  the  assailants  to 
great  peril  from  a  respectable  force  in  their 
rear.  In  the  expectation  that  the  vessels  would 
still  be  of  service  in  the  defence  of  the  place, 

.     Ff2 
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CHAP.  IV.  they  were  ordered  to  remain  on  their  present 
1777.  Station  somewhat  longer,  and  to  furnish  every 
aid  in  their  power. 
JortNtooBT  But  before  the  troops  could  be  passed  over 
the  Delaware,  lord  Cornwallis  approached  with 
an  army  rendered  more  powerful  than  had  been 
expected  by  the^unction  of  the  re-enforcement 
from  New  York;  and  the  fort  was  evacuated. 

A  few  of  the  smaller  gallies  escaped  up  the 
river,  and  the  others  were  abandoned  and  burnt 
by  their  crews. 

The  enemy  being  now  in  perfect  possession 
of  both  shores,  could  work  on  the  obstructions 
in  the  river  without  molestation.  But  a  hope 
was  still  entertained  that  much  of  what  had 
been  lost,  might  be  recovered. 

A  victory  would  restore  the  Jersey  shpre,  and 
this  object  was  deemed  so  all  important,  that 
general  Greene's  instructions,  though  not  pe* 
remptory,  indicated  the  expectations  of  the 
commander  in  chief  that  he  would  be  in  a 
condition  to  fight  lord  Cornwallis. 

That  judicious  officer  feared  the  reproach  of 
avoiding  an  action,  much  less  than  the  just 
censure  of  sacrificing  the  real  interests  of  his 
country,  by  engaging  the  enemy  on  disadvan- 
tageous terms.  The  accounts  most  to  be  relied 
on,  represented  their  numbers  at  five  thousand 
men,  including  marines;  a  force  superior  to 
that  at  present  under  general  Greene,  even 
counting  his  militia  as  regulars.  .  Glover's  bri- 
gade from  the  north  was  expected,  but  had  not 
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yet  arrived,  and  in  the  mean-time,  the  service  chaf.iv. 
originally  contemplated  being  effected,  lord  irrr. 
Comwallis  might  return  to  Philadelphia.  He 
communicated  this  state  of  things  to  the  com* 
mander  in  chief,  who  directed  him  not  to  ad- 
vance on  the  enemy  until  his  whole  force  was 
collected. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Glover's  brigade,  lord 
Comwallis,  who,  during  this  incursion,  had 
collected  large  quantities  of  fresh  provisions 
for  the  relief  of  the  British  army,  had  taken 
post  on  a  point  of  land  making  into  the  Dela- 
ware, called  Gloucester,  which  was  entirely 
under  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  ships,  and  was 
from  thence  embarking  his  baggage  and  the 
stores  he  had  collected,  for  Philadelphia. 

To  attack  him  in  this  situation  would  have 
been  little  less  than  madness,  and  he  manifested 
no  disposition  to  leave  it.  About  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  of  Morgan's  rifle  corps  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Butler,  and  an  equal  number 
of  militia  under  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette, 
who  still  served  as  a  volunteer,  attacked  with  Apkketof 

me  enemy 

great  gallantry  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  consist-  S^^"^ 
ing  also  of  about  three  hundred  men,  and^*""^ 
drove  ^theno-  with  the  loss  of  twenty  or  thirty 
killed,  and  a  greater  number  wounded,  quite 
into  their  camp;    after  which,   they  retired' 
without  being  pursued. 

The  marquis  who  was  said  by  general  Greene 
to  search  for  danger,  was  charmed  with  the 
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cHAP.nr.  conduct  of  this  small  detachment.     *^  I  found 
t777«    the  riflemen,"  said  that  nobleman  in  a  letter  to 
general  Washington,  "  above  even  their  repu- 
tation, and  the  militia  abore  all  expectations 
I  could  have  formed  of  them." 

Believing  that  the  detachment  under  lord 
Comwallis  would  immediately  follow  the  maga* 
zines  they  had  collected,  and  that  the  present 
object  of  ^ir  William  Howe  was,  after  uniting 
his  forces,  to  attack  the  American  army  while 
divided;  general  Washington  ordered  Greene 
to  lose  no  further  time  in  Jersey,  but  imme- 
diately to  recross  the  Delaware  and  join  the 
grand  army. 

ThtmBmy       Thus,  sftcr  onc  continued  struggle  of  more 

openingafree  thsu  six  wceks,  in  which  the  continental  troops 

mean  ninnir  a-  M 


Sfl!2?  displayed  great  military  virtues,  did  the  army 
of  Philadelphia  secure  to  itself  the  possession 
of  that  city,  by  opening  a  free  communication 
with  the  fleet. 

While  these  transacticms  were  taking  place 
on  the  Delaware,  general  Dickenson,  after 
informing  himself  precisely  of  the  force  and 
situation  of  the  enemy  on  Staten  island,  pro- 
jected another  expedition  against  that  post,  in 
the  hope  of  being  able  entirely  to  cut  off  Skin- 
ner*s  brigade  of  loyal  Americans  which  was 
stationed  there.  His  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  enabled  him  to  make  such  a  disposition 
as  promised  success,  and  authorized  a  hope 
that  his  plan  would  be  executed,  as  formed. 
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He  had  collected  about  two  thousand  men,  and  chap.iv> 
requested  from  general  Putnam,  a  diversion  on    i77r, 
the  side  of  King's  bridge,  in  order  to  prevent   . 
a  sudden  re-enforc^ment  from  New  York* 

Knowing  well   that  success  depended  on^^^^r 
secrecy,  he  had  concealed  his  object  even  from  ^^^ 
his  field  officers,  until  eight  o'clock  of  theg^* 
night  on  which  it  was  to  be  executed:  yet  by 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  information  of 
the  design  was  given  to  general  Skinner,  who 
was  thereby  put  on  his  guard;  and,  on  the 
first  alarm,  he  saved  himself  and  his  brigade, 
by  taking  refuge  in  some  works  too  strong  to 
to  be  carried  by  assault.     In  the  flight,  a  few 
prisoners  were  made,  and  a  few  men  killed, 
after  which  general  Dickenson  brought  ofi*  his 
party  with  a  loss  of  only  three  killed,  and  ten 
slightly  wounded. 
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CHAPTER  V, 

An  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  g;eneral  Schuyler  at  hit 
request,  which  terminates  to  his  honour««.«Bur^yne 
appears  before  Ticonderoga..*.£vacuation  of  Ticcmde- 
roga  and  Mount  Independence««*.The  American  army 
evacuate  Skeensborough,  and  retire  to  fort  Anne«..« 
Colonel  Warner  attacked  by  general  Frazer,  and  obliged 
to  retreat«**.Colonel  Long  evacuates  fort  Anne,  and 
retires  to  fort  £dwanL*«.Proclamation  of  Burgoyne* 
and  counter  proclamation  of  Schuyler.*..Burgoyne  ap* 
proaches  fort  Edward,  and  Schuyler  retires  to  Saratoga 
••••From  thence  to  Stillwater.^..St.  Leger  invests  fort 
Schuyler««..Herkemer,  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the 
fort,  falls  into  an  ambuscade,  and  is  defeated  with  loss 
—•Colonel  Baum  is  detached  to  seize  the  magazines  at 
Bennington;  is  attacked  in  his  intrenchments  by  gene* 
ral  Starke,  and  entirely  routed....Brechman  marches  to 
Baum's  tody  is  attacked  by  colonel  Warner,  and  de- 
feated»^^^St.  Leger  abandons  the  siege  of  fort  Schuyler, 
and  retires  to  Ticonderoga^.^.The  murder  of  miss 
M'Crea«^^.General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  the 
northern  army^^«^Burgoyne  encamps  on  the  heights  of 
Saratoga....He  atUcks  Gates  at  Stillwaten^^«Retreat& 
to  Saratoga*..^Surrender  of  the  army  under  Burgo7ne 
••••Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton  taken  by  the  British 
••••Peck's-Kill,  together  with  forts  Independence  and 
Constitution  evacuated  by  the  Americans^  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Mount  Independence  evacuated  by  the  enemy*  * 

^777.  While  with  forces  constantly  inferior  to 
those  of  the  enemy,  general  Washington  kept 
up  in  the  middle  states,  without  essential  loss, 
a  stubborn  though  unequal  conflict ;  events  of 
great  variety,  and  of  the  deepest  interest,  were 
passing  in  the  north. 
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Having  abandoned  for  the  present  his  designs  chap,  v. 
on  Ticonderoga,  and  retreated  from  Crown  irrr. 
Point,  sir  Guy  Carleton  withdrew  into  Canada, 
at  the  close  of  the  preceding  campaign,  and 
distributed  his  army  for  winter  quarters,  in 
the  several  villages  from  the  isle  Aux  Noix 
and  Montreal  to  Quebec.  General  Burgoyne, 
who  had  served  under  Carleton,  made  a  winter 
voyage  to  England  in  order  to  state  fully  to 
administration,  the  condition  of  their  affairs 
in  the  northern  department;  and  to  assist  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  next  campaign. 

On  the  part  of  the  Americans,  their  army, 
having  been  formed  only  for  one  year,  dissolved 
of  itself  at  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which 
the  troops  had  been  engaged.  Far  from  being- 
able  to  attempt  any  thing  against  the  detached 
parts  of  the  enemy,  -which  were  perhaps  too  far 
from  each  other  to  furnish  mutual  aid,  if  vigor- 
ously attacked;  they  found  infinite  difficulty 
in  keeping  up  even  the  appearance  of  garrisons 
in  their  forts,  and  entertained  serious  appre* 
hensions  of  an  attempt  on  Ticonderoga,  while 
the  firmness  of  the  ice  afforded  an  easy  passage 
for  troops  over  the  lakes. 

The  regiments  to  be  raised  in  Massachus* 
setts,  New  Hampshire,  and  the  northwestern 
parts  of  New  York,  were  assigned  for  the 
defence  of  this  frontier;  but  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice progressed  so  slowly,  and  such  difficulties 
were  experienced  in  clothing  and  arming  those 
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cHAP.v.  who  were  ialisted,  thitt  it  became  indif  pensablc 

irrr^    to  the  safety  of  the  important  posts  on  the  lakes^ 

to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  northern  miUtia. 

General  Schuyler,  who  liad  always  discharged 
the  various  duties  of  superintending  Indian 
affairs;  preparing  the  defences  for  the  lakes,  and 
the  forts;  providing  for  the  wantsof  the  northern 
army;  making  the  prefer  distribution  of  th# 
troops ;  and  commanding  them  after  their  re« 
treat  from  Canada;  was  indefatigable  during 
the  winter  in,  making  arrangements  for  the 
defence  of  lake  George,  and  preparing  gena* 
rally  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  General  Gates, 
when  the  enemy  had  retired  into  winter  quar** 
ters,  joined  the  army  under  general  Washing* 
ton,  and  the  command  of  the  few  troops 
remaining  in  garrison  devolved  on  colonel, 
afterwards  general  Wayne# 
'  To  guard  as  much  as  pdssible  against  the 
dangers  to  which  the  weakness  of  the  garrisons 
exposed  the  forts,  the  regiments  destined  for 
the  northern  service  were  ordered  during  the 
winter  to  march  by  detachments,  leaving  be- 
hind them  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  for 
the  business  of  recruiting ;.  yet  the  spring  was 
far  advanced  and  but  a  small  force  collected. 
The  perpetual  waste  of  arms,  which  was  the 
unavoidable  consequence  of  the  continual 
change  of  the  hands  into  which  they  were 
placed,  added  to  the  distressing  scarcity  of 
plothing,  rendered  it  so  extremely  difficult  to 
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c^ttip  the  tro6|>s  for  service,   that,   notwhb-  chap,  v. 
standing  the  exertions  of  Schuyler,  aided  bjr    xrrr. 
those  of  the  commander  in  chief,  Ticonderoga 
«ras  generally  through  the  winter  exposed  to 
Ul6  dangerd  of  a  eoup-de-main. 

In  forming  hisi  plans  for  the  ensuing  eam- 
poign,  general  Schuyler  required  a  force  of 
about  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  wished  them 
t^  be  <::omposed  In  part  of  southern  trbops. 
The  motive  assigned  for  this  wish  was,  that 
the  principles  of  discipline  and  subordination 
were  established  with  more  ease  among  theni 
than  among  Ae  regiments  drawn  entirely  from 
the  north;  and  he  counted  on  considerable 
effect  from  the  'salutary  influence  of  their  ex- 
ample. It  is,  however,  probable  that  the  want 
tf  subordination  which  Schuyler  observed  and 
complained  of,  was  more  attributable  to  the 
defeets  in  the  establishment  of  the  army,  espe- 
cially to  their  short  inlistments,  than  to  any 
characteristic  difference  between  the  troops 
dra^vn  from  the  different  parts  of  the  continent. 
This  wish  w4s  resisted  by  the  commander  in 
chief.  To  the  objectionB  furnished  by  the 
geographical  situation  of  the  country  from 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  raised,  and  in 
which  they  were  to  act,  were  added  other  con- 
siderations which  opposed  their  being  unneces- 
sarily mingled*  Although  the  cause  was  the 
mo9t  interesting  in  whieh  a  p^ple  could  be 
engaged,  and  although  that  cause  was  common 
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cHAP.v.  to  all,  it  was  found  extremely  difficult  to  pre- 
1777.  vent  those  irritations,  animosities,  and  discon- 
tents, from  showing  themselves  between  the 
troops  of  different  states,  which  have  so  often 
broken  coalitions,  and  impaired  the  exertions 
of  armies  of  different  nations  acting  together. 
It  was  found  very  difficult  to  forget  the  subdi- 
visions which  separated  them  from  each  other, 
and  to  recollect  that  th&y  were  all  Americans. 
Finding  it  impracticable  to  subdue  this  temper, 
general  Washington  thought  it  more  advisable 
to  endeavour,  by  forming  the  two  armies  en- 
tirely  of  the  troops  drawn  from  different  parts 
of  the  continent,  to  excite  a  spirit  of  emulation 
and  thus  turn  it  to  account.    -'* 

The  uncertainty  in  which  the  commander  in 
chief  remained  of  the  plan  formed  by  the  enemy 
for  the  ensuing  campaign;  the  facility  with 
which  they  were  enabled  by  the  command  of 
the  ocean  to  draw  their  forces  together  at  any 
given  point;  left  it  cntirelj*  doubtful  whether 
the  army  of  Canada  would  endeavour  to  effect 
its  junction  with  general  Howe  by  the  way  of 
Albany,  or,  having  secured  that  colony  from 
invasion  by  obtaining  possession  of  the  lakes, 
would  embark  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  pro- 
ceed  by  water  to  New  York.  Weighing  the 
advantages  and  hazards  attending  either  plan 
of  operations,  general  Washington  thought  it 
by  no  nieans  improbable  that  the  latter  would 
be  adopted;  and  therefore  deemed  it  unsafe  to 
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adl^ere  to  such  an  arrangement  of  the  military  chap,  v, 
force  of.  the  nation,  as  entirdy  to  exclude  all  irrr. 
provision  against  an  event  so  very  possible. 
This  consideration  added  to  the  decisive  influ- 
ence which  being  able  to  defeat  general  Howe, 
and  to  destroy  the  army  under  his  command 
before  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements  from 
Europe,  or  Canada,  would  have  on  the  war, 
an  event  which .  would  be  very  practicable 
should  the  regiments  ordered  by  congress  be 
nearly  complete  and  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  same  point,  induced  him  to  change  his 
original  determination  of  ordering  all  the  regi- 
ments  of  Massachussetts  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
to  direct  eight  of  them  to  rendezvous  at  Peck's- 
Kill.  That  was  a  position  from  whence  they 
might  re-enforce  either  army,  as  the  move- 
xnents  of  the  enemy  might  render  it  necessary. 
Unfortunately,  the  recruiting  service  progressed 
so  slowly,  and  such  unexpected  delays  attended 
bringing  the  new  raised  troops  into  the  field, 
that  this  change  in  the  destination  of  some  of 
the  regiments  of  Massachussetts,  was  of  no 
essential  consequence.  The  army  in  Jersey 
could  neither  be  re-enforced  in  time,  nor  with 
sufficient  numbers  to  effect  the  great  objects 
which  had  been  contemplated,  nor  could  the 
regiments  which  marched  to  Peck's- Kill  have 
reached  Ticonderoga  in  time  for  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  had  they  taken  the  most 
direct  route  to  that  place. 
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CHAP.  V,  The  services  of  Schuyler  in  the  fiorthem 
1777.  depanrtment  had  been  much  iiK>re  dolid  than 
brilliant.  Frequently  dissatisfied  with  hn  situ- 
ation,  and  disgusted  with  the  injustice,*  he 
supposed  himself  to  experience,  he  had  for 
some  time  contemplated  a  resignation  and  had 
only  been  restrirfned  from  leaving  the  army  by 
the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  struggle  of  hi^ 
country  for  independence.  When  his  fears  t4 
a  sudden  attack  on  Ticonderoga  daring  thi* 
winter  had  been  removed  by  tlie  situatioti  of 

Anmtpirj  lakc  Champlain,  he  waited  in  person  on  con-* 

into  uiiC 

*«^«^  gress  for  the  purpose  of  having  his  Cj>mplicaied 
JThkhterai-  accounts  adjusted,  of  having  his  conduct  in- 
»at«stohis  quired  into,  and  of  supporting  by  the  repre- 
sentations he  should  make  before  quitting  tlM 
service,  those  necessary  measures  of  defence 
in  the  north,  which  were  suggested  by  his 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  country.  At  his 
request,  a  committee,  consisting  of  a  member 
from  each  state,  was  apjK>inted  to  'inquire  into 
his  conduct  from  the  time  he  had  held  a  com- 
mand in  the  army.  When  the  arduous  services 


•  On  the  sixth  of  March  1776,  when  the  command  of 
the  army  was  given  to  general  Thomas,  the  head  quarters 
of  genersd  Schuyler  had  been  fixed,  liy  a  reaolntion  of 
congress,  at  Albany,  and  that  resolution  had  not  yet  been 
repealed.  General  Gates  was  now  directed  to  repair  to 
Ticonderoga  to  take  command  of  the  army,  and  major 
general  St.  Clair  was  ordered  to  the  same  place  to  serve 
under  him* 
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^performed  by  this  meritorious  officer  came  to  au>,y, 
he  investigated,  they  were  found  so  greatly  to    irrr. 
have  exceeded  any  estimate  which  had  been 
laade  -of  them,  that  congress  deemed  4t  essential 
to  the  public  interests,  to  prevail  on  him  to 
petain  his  commission.     Repealing  the  resolu- 
tion  of  the  sixth  of  March  1776,  which  ifixed    M«yii. 
his  head  quarters  at  Albany,  they  directed  him 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  northern  depart* 
ment,*  in  which  he  was  ordered  to  take  the 
command. 

On  his  arrival,  he  found  the  army  of  the 
north,  like  that  in  the  middle  department,  not 
only  too  weak  for  the  objects  inu-usted  to  it, 
but  also  very  badly  supplied  with  arms,  clothes, 
and  provisions.  From  a  spy  who  had  been 
discovered,  and  seized  about  Onion  river,  he 
obtained  information  that  general  Burgoyne 
had  arrived  at  Quebec,  and  was  to  command 
the  army  so  soon  as  it  had  marched  out  of 
Canada.  That  while  Ticonderoga  was  to  be 
attacked  by  the  main  army,  and  the  commu- 
nication between  mount  Independence  and 
Skeensborough  cut  off,  sir  John  Johnson,  with 
a  body  of  British,  Canadians,  and  Indians, 
was  to  penetrate  to  the  Mohavvk  by  Oswego, 
and  place  himself  between  fort  Stanwix  and 
fort  Edward. 


*  Consisting  of  Albany,  TicQndetx>ga,  fort  Stanwix, 
and  tii«ir  dependencies. 
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cHAP.v.       The  spy  further  stated  that  he  had  heard 
irrr.    nothing  of  the  arrival  of  any  troops  from  Europe 
with  general  Burgoyne. 

This  information  was  immediately  communi- 
cated to  general  Washington,  and  was  received 
by  him  about  the  time  sir  William  Howe  made 
his  movement  from  Brunswick  with  a  show  of 
marching  to  Philadelphia  through  Jersey:  a 
movement  which  had  induced  the  general  to 
order  to  his  assistance  all  the  troops  which 
could  be  spared  from  Peck's- Kill. 

If  no  re-enforcement  had  been  received  from 
Europe,  he  conceived  that  the  invading  army 
under  Burgoyne  could  not  amount  to  more 
than  five  thousand  men;  a  force  by  no  means 
competent  to  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga; 
and  therefore  he  still  doubted  the  reality  of  the 
design  to  invest  it.  Orders,  however,  were 
immediately  given  to  general  Putnam  to  hold 
four  of  the  strongest  regiments  from  Massa- 
chussetts,  to  be  commanded  by  general  Nixon, 
in  constant  readiness  to  move  on  the  shortest 
notice,  and  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  ves- 
sels prepared  to  transport  them  without  delay 
to  Albany. 

A  very  few  days  removed  the^doubts  which  had 
existed  respecting  the  intentions  of  Burgoyne. 
It  was  understood  that  his  army  was  advancing 
towards  the  lakes ;  and,  about  the  same  time, 
sir  William  Howe,  crossed  over  from  Jersey 
to  Staten  island,  where  he  was  appai'ently  ma- 
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king  preparations  for  an  embarkation.  General  chap.  v. 
Washington  was  now  persuaded  that  the  move*  irrr. 
ments  of  the  two  armies  had  been  made  in  con- 
cert, and  that  they  would  co-operate  with  each 
other  on  the  Hudson.  Immediate  orders  were 
given  to  embark  Nixon's  brigade  for  Albany, 
which  was  to  sail  the  instant  the  troops  which 
had  been  called  from  Peck's- Kill  into  Jersey, 
and  which  on  the  evacuation  of  that  state  had 
immediately  been  directed  to  return,  should 
be  near  enough  to  that  post  to  reach  it  in  time 
to  defend  it  against  any  sudden  attempt  by  a 
movement  up  the  river. 

General  Schuyler  was  sensible  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  his  department,  and  made 
every  exertion  to  meet  it.  He  visited  in  person 
the  diflFerent  posts,  used  the  utmost  activity  in 
obtaining  supplies  of  provision  to  enable  them 
tD  hold  out  in  the  event  of  a  siege,  and  had 
proceeded  to  Albany  both  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  to  the  supplies,  and  of  expediting 
the  march  of  Nixon's  brigade  whose  arrival 
was  expected;  when  he  received  intelligence 
from  general  St.  Clair,  who  was  intrusted  with  sorgoyne 
the  defence  of  Ticonderoga,  that  Burgoyne  had  ^^^ 
appeared  before  that  place. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter,  a  plan 
for  penetrating  to  the  Hudson  from  Canada  by 
the  way  of  the  lakes,  was  completely  digested, 
and  its  most  minute  parts  arranged  in  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's.      General  Burgoyne 
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cHAP.v.  who  assisted  in  forming  it,  was  intrusted  with 
4777.  its  execution;  and  was  to  lead  a  formidable 
army  against  Ticonderoga,  as  soon  as  the  sea- 
son would  permit.  At  the  same  time,  a  smaller 
party  under  colonel  St.  Leger,  composed  of 
Canadians,  new  raised,  Americans,  and  a  few 
Europeans,  aided  by  a  powerful  body  of  Indians 
marching  from  Oswego,  was  to  enter  the 
country  by  the  way  of  the  Mohawk,  and  join 
the  grand  army  on  the  Hudson. 

The  force  assigned  for  this  service  was  such 
as  the  general  himself  deemed  sufficient ;  and, 
as  it  was  the  favourite  plan  of  the  minister,  no 
circumstance  was  omitted  which  could  give  to 
the  numbers  employed  their  utmost  possible 
efficiency.  The  troops  were  furnished  with 
every  military  equipment  which  the  service 
required;  the  assisting  general  officers  were  of 
the  first  reputation,  and  the  train  of  artillery 
was,  perhaps,  the  most  powerful  ever  annexed 
to  an  army  not  more  numerous.* 

Burgoyne  reached  Quebec  as  early  as  it  was 
practicable  to  sail  up  the  St.  Lawrence;  and, 
by  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  governor 
Carleton,  who,  though  so  disgusted  at  losing 
the  command  of  the  army  as  to  solicit  his 
recal,  yet  strained  every  nerve  to  facilitate  the 
expedition,  he  was  able  to  appear  in  full  force 
on  the  river  Boquet,  <m  the  western  banks  of 


Juunryta. 


•  Annual  Rcgutcr. 
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lake  Champlain,  much  earlier  than  general  chap,  v. 
Gates  had  supposed  to  be  possible.  Here  he  1777. 
met  the  Indians  in  a  grand  council,  after  which 
he  gave  them  a  war  feast.  Much  of  the  cru- 
elty afterwards  practised  by  these  savages  has 
been  attributed  to  this  unfortunate  oflScer; 
but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  speech  he 
made  to  them  on  this  occasion,  was  calculated 
rather  to  diminish,  than  increase  their  native 
ferocity.  He  endeavoured  to  impress  on  tHem 
the  distinction  between  enemies  in  the  field, 
and  the  helpless  unarmed  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  were  friendly  to  their  cause;  between 
battle,  and  murder;,  and  addressing  himself  to 
their  avarice^  promised  rewards  for  prisoners^ 
but  none  for  s(;alps.^  It  was  perhaps  not  un- 
fortunate for  America  that,  in  some  instances 
peculiarly  calculated  to  excite  and  interest  the 
human  feelings,  these  feeble  restraints  were 
totally  disregarded. 

Having  published  at  Putnam  river  a  mani- 
festo  designed  to  act  on  the  fears  and  hopes  of 
the  people  of  the  country  through  which  he 
was  to. march,  and  taken  means  to  give  it  cir- 
culation,  he  halted  a  few  days  at  Crown  Point, 
to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the 
attack  of  Ticonderoga. 

This  fortress  lies  on  the  western  shore,  and 
only  a  few  miles  to  the  northward  from  the 

^Annual  Register, 
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cHAp.v.  commencement  of  that  narrow  inlet  by  which 
1777.  the  water  from  lake  George  is  conveyed  to 
lake  Champlain*  Crown  Point  lies  about 
twelve  miles  further  north,  at  the  extremity 
of  the  inlet.  The  first  of  these  places  is  situ- 
ated on  an  angle  of  land  covered  by  rocks  and 
surrounded  on  three  sides  by  water.  A  great 
part  of  the  fourth  side  was  covered  by  a  deep 
morass,  and  where  that  fails  in  the  northwest 
quarter,  the  old  French  lines  still  continued  as 
a  defence.  The  Americans  had  strengthened 
these  lines  with  additional  works,  and  a  block- 
house.  They  had  other  posts,  with  works  and 
block  houses,  on  the  left,  towards  lake  George. 
To  the  right  of  the  French  lines,  they  had  also 
two  new  block- houses,,  with  other  works. 

Opposite  to  Ticonderoga  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  inlet,  is  a  high  circular  hill  called  mount 
Independence,  which  had  been  occupied  on 
the  abandonment  of  Crown  Point,  and  had 
been  fortified  with  great  care  and  attention. 
On  the  summit  of  this  hill,  which  is  Tableland, 
had  been  erected  a  Star  fort,  inclosing  a  large 
square  of  barracks,  well  fortified  and  supplied 
with  artillery.  The  foot  of  the  mountain, 
which  on  the  west  side  projects  into  the  water, 
was  strongly  intrenched  to  its  edge,  and  the 
intrenchment  well  lined  with  heavy  artillery. 
A  battery  about  half  way  up  the  mount,  sus* 
tained  and  covered  these  lower  works." 

»  Annual  Regiiter. 
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These  two  posts  had,  with  infinite  labour,  chap,  v. 
been  joined  together  by  a  bridge  of  communi-  1777. 
cation  thrown  over  the  inlet.  The  bridge  was 
supported  on  twenty -two  sunken  piers  of  very 
large  timber  placed  at  nearly  equal  distances; 
the  spaces  between  these  were  filled  with  sepa- 
rate floats,  each  about  fifty  feet  long,  and  twelve 
feet  wide,  strongly  fastened  together  with 
chains  and  rivets,  and  as  effectually  attached  to 
sunken  pillars.  On  the  lake  Champlain  side 
of  the  bridge;  it  was  defended  by  a  boom  com- 
posed  of  very  large  pieces  of  timber  fastened 
together  by  rivitted  bolts,  and  double  chains 
made  of  iron,  an  inch  and  a  half  square.  Thus 
not  only  a  communication  was  maintained 
between  these  two  posts;  but  all  access  by 
water  from  the  northern  side  was  totally  cut 
off.* 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  as  the  inlet,  imme- 
diately after  passing  Ticonderoga,  assumes  a 
new  form,  suddenly  widening  to  a  considerable 
breadth  and  becoming  navigable  for  vessels  of 
burden,  so  from  thence  it  also  holds  the  name 
of  Champlain,  although  it  is  notyet  properly 
a  part  of  the  lake.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
southern  gut  from  lake  George,  besides  being 
narrow,  is  also  rendered  unnavigable  by  shal- 
lows and  falls ;  but  on  its  arrival  at  Ticonde* 
roga,  it  is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  water  on 

^  Annual  Reguter. 
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.€HAv.v.  the  eastern  side,  called  in  this  part  South  river, 
1777.  but  higher  up  towards  its  source,  before  its 
junction  with  a  stream  running  from  South  bay, 
and  with  East  bay,  the  waters  of  which  unite 
almost  at  the  same  point,  it  is  known  under  the 
appellation  of  Wood  creek.  The  confluence 
of  these  waters  at  Ticonderoga  forms  a  small 
bay  to  the  southward  of  the  bridge  of  commu- 
nication; and  the  point  of  land  formed  by  their 
junction  is  composed  of  a  mountain  called 
Sugar  hill.^ 

This  hill  effectually  overlooks,  and  commands 
the  works  of  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Indepen- 
dence, as  well  as  (he  bridge  of  communication 
betweenthem.  So  unfavourable  a  circumstance 
had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the  American 
oi&cers.  A  council  had  been  called  to  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  occupying  and 
fortifying  this  mount.  Its  importance  to  the 
defence  of  the  place  was  obvious,  but  the 
works  were  already  so  extensive  as  to  require  a 
garrison  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  to  enlarge 
them  without  the  expectation  of  a  correspon- 
dent  addition  of  troops  was  to  add  weakness 
instead  of  strength.  The  hope  too  was  enter- 
tained, that  the  extreme  difficulty  of  access  to 
the  Sugar  mount,  and  the  savage  roughness  of 
its  surface,  would  prevent  the  enemy  from 
attempting  to  profit  from  its  situation. 

yjinnucU  Regie ter* 
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From  Crown  Point,  the  royal  army  advan-  chap,  v. 
ced  on  both  sides  the  .lake,  keeping  up  a  com-  1777. 
munication  between  the  two  divisions,  by  juneao. 
means  of  their  naval  force,  which  preserved  its 


station  in  the  centre.  On  the  first  appearance  j^iyi- 
of  the  van,  which  threw  up  works  for  its 
defence,  general  St.  Clair  seemed  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  he  had  before  entertained,  that 
the  assailing  army  was  inconsiderable ;  and  he 
was  sanguine  in  his  hope  that  he  should  find 
no  great  difficulty  in  repelling  it.  The  next 
day,  the  enemy  appeared  in  greater  force,  and 
encamped  on  both  sides  the  lake;  within  four 
miles  of  Ticonderoga.  A  strong  party  was 
pushed  forward  to  Three- Mile- Point,  and  the 
fleet  anchored  just  out  of  reach  of^the  guns  of 
the  fort. 

In  the  morning  of  the  second  of  July,  an 
attempt  was  made  by  general  St.  Clair  to  secure 
some  cattle  and  stores  at  the  landing  place  for 
batteaux  coming  from  lake  George;  but  the 
party  detached  on  this  service,  not  having  exe- 
cuted  it  with  the  requisite  dispatch,  the  day 
appeared,  and  the  stores  were  ordered  back  to 
fort  George.  A  detachment  was  at  the  same 
time  sent  to  re- enforce  the  party  at  the  landing, 
who  were  directed  to  destroy  the  batteaux 
which  could  not  be  sent  back  to  the  fort ;  and 
after  evacuating  and  burning  the  works,  block- 
houses,  and  mills,  in  that  quarter,  to  retire  to 
Ticonderoga.     This  was  effected  after  a  slight 
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cHAP.v.  skirmish  in  which  a  few  men  were  killed ;  after 

1777.  which  the  enemy,  without  opposition,  took 
possession  of  the  important  post  at  mount 
Hope,  which,  in  part  commanded  the  lines  on 
the  northern  side,  and  entirely  cut  off  the  com- 
munication with  lake  George. 

The  weakness  of  his  garrison  was  the  mo- 
tive which  induced  general  St.  Clair  to  give  up 
this  fort  without  a  struggle.  He  apprehended 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  support  it 
without  such  a  re-enforcement  as  would  hazard 
a  general  action  in  the  open  field,  and  supposed 
it  to  be  most  advisable  to  concentre  his  force 
about  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Independence. 
After  taking  possession  of  mount  Hope,  the 
British  line,  composed  of  the  division  on  the 
western  side  of  Champlain,  was  extended  from 
the  mountain  quite  to  the  lake,  so  as  com- 
pletely to  enclose  the  garrison  on  that  side. 
The  German  division  under  major  general 
Reidisal,  which  occupied  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  lake,  was  encamped  at  Three- Mile- Point, 
and  had  pushed  forward  a  detachment  near  the 
rivulet  which  runs  east  of  mount  Independence* 
The  enemy  now  laboured  assiduously  in 
bringing  up  their  artillery,  and  completing  their 

July,  communications.  Sugar- hill  too  was  examined, 
and  the  report  being  that  the  ascent  although 
extremely  difficult,  was  practicable,  and  that 
the  top  might  be  leveled  so  as  to  admit  cannon, 
the  work  was  immeditely   commenced,    and 
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pressed  on  with  so  much  vigour,  that  the  bat-  chap,  v. 
tery  might  have  been  opened  the  next  day.     irrr. 
Those  operations  received  no  check  fiom  the 
garrison :  most  probably,  it  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition  to  give  any. 

The  situation  of  St.  Clair  was  now  at  its 
crisis.  On  the  western  side  of  the  lake,  the 
fort  was  completely  invested;  and  mount  Hope, 
now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  entirely  com- 
manded the  inlet  through  which  the  waters  of 
lake  George  communicate  with  those  of  Cham- 
plain.  By  taking  possession  of  Sugar  hill,  the 
ground  between  lake  George,  and  South  river, 
was  acquired  by  the  enemy;  and  general 
Reidisel's  camp  on  the  eastern  side,  extending 
from  the  lake  to  the  Eastern  run,  it  only  re* 
mained  to  occupy  the  ground  between  the 
Eastern  run  and  the  South  river,  a  distance  not 
exceeding  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  to  render 
the  investment  complete.  This,  general  St. 
Clair  was  informed,  would  be  effected  the 
next  day. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Ticonderoga  and 
mount  Independence  must  either  be  imme- 
diately evacuated,  or  maintained  at  the  hazard 
of  losing  the  garrisons  when  they  should  be  no 
longer  tenable. 

Between  these  cruel  alternatives  general  St. 
Clair  did  not  hesitate  to  choose  the  former;  but, 
supposing  it  prudent  to  take  the  advice  of  a 
council  of  war,  the  general  officers  and  colonel 
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cHAP.v.  Long  who  commanded  a  brigade,  were  con- 
1777.    vened,  and  they  unanimously  advised  the  im- 
mediate evacuation  of  the  fort^* 
Evacnatioii       Preparations  for  the  retreat  were  instantly 

of  Ticonde^  *  ,  ,  .  •' 

iSSittode-  commenced,  the  invalids,  the  hospital,  and 
'*'**^^'  such  stores  as  could  be  moved  in  the  course  of 
joiyg.  the  night  Avere  put  on  board  a  number  of  bat- 
teaux,  and  proceeded  under  the  guard  of  coIo- 
nel  Long  with  his  regiment,  and  some  drafts 
from  other  corps,  up  the  South  river  to  Skeens- 
borough.  The  main  body  of  the  army,  having 
entirely  passed  over  to  mount  Independence^ 
directed  its  march  by  land  through  Castletown 
to  the  same  place. 

In  the  hope  that  the  army  might  make  con- 
siderable progress  before  its  retreat  should  be 
discovered,  orders  had  been  given  to  march  out 
with  the  most  profound  silence,  and  particularly 
to  set  nothing  on  fire.  These  judicious  orders 
were  unfortunately  disobeyed,  and  before  the 
rear  guard  was  in  motion^  the  house  which  had 
been  occupied  by  general  de  Fermoy  was  per- 
ceived to  be  in  flames.  This  served  as  a  signal 
to  the  enemy,  who  immediately  entered  the 
works  and  fired,  but  without  effect,  on  the 
rear  of  the  retreating  army. 

A  rapid  pursuit  by  land  was  made  without 

.  loss  of  time  by  the  generals  Frazer  and  Reid- 

isel;    while  general  Burgoyne  determined  to 

*  Rcmem. 
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follow  in  person  the  detachment  under  colonel  chap,  v. 
Long»  which  had  retreated  up  the  South  river  irrr. 
towards  Skeensborough. 

The  bridge,  the  boom,  and  those  other  works, 
the  construction  of  which  had  employed  the 
labour  of  ten  months,  were  cut  through  so  as 
by  nine  o'clock  to  afford  a  passage  for  the  Royal 
Greorge  and  Inflexible  frigates,  as  well  as  for 
the  gun  boats;  and,  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon,  the  foremost  brigade  of  gun  boats  en-  jtnyo. 
gaged  the  American  gallies  near  the  falls  of 
Skeensborough. 

In  the  mean- time,  three  regiments  had  dis-  i^Anai^ 

"  cananny 

embarked  at  some  distance  from  the  fort,  with  ^J^^^ 
the  intention  of  attacking  it  by  land,  and  cut-  J^'tT* 
ting  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrison,  as  well  ag*^*^^™*- 
that  of  the  detachment  in  the  boats  and  galleys. 
This  manoeuvre  being  discovered,  the  works 
and  batteaux  were  set  on  fire,  and  the  troops 
retired  without  any  considerable  loss  of  men 
to  fort  Anne.     On  this  occasion  all  the  bag- 
gage of  the  army,  and  a  great  quantity  of  provi- 
sions and  military  stores,  were  either  destroyed 
by  the  Americans,  or  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Knowing  the  inferiority  of  his  numbers,  and 
that  he  could  only  hope  to  save  his  army  by 
the  rapidity  of  his  march,  general  St.  Clair 
reached  Castletown,  thirty  miles  from  Ticon- 
deroga,  on  the  night  succeeding  the  evacuation 
of  the  fort.  The  rear  guard  under  colonel 
Warner,  halted  six  miles  short  of  that  place. 
ii2 
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ctfAP.  V.   Having  been  augmented  by  those  who,  unable 

irrr.    to  keep  up  with  the  main  body,  had  fallen  out 

of  the  line  of  march,  it  amounted,  according 

to  a  statement  made  by  St.  Clair,  to  somewhat 

more  than  one  thousand  men. 

July  7.         The  next  morning  at  five  o'clock,  they  were 

Colonel  War-  ovcrtakcn  and  attacked  by  general  Frazer  with 

ner  attacked       ^  i*%*»  ni»  rrif_ 

FraiTr'^'id  ^ig^^  hundred  and  fifty  fightmg  men.  I  be 
J^^^°  action  Avas  warm  and  well  contested.  In  its 
commencement,  orders  were  given  to  two  re- 
giments  of  militia,  which  had  separated  the 
evening  before  from  the  main  body,  and  were 
lying  within  two  miles  of  colonel  Warner,  to 
move  up  to  his  assistance.  Instead  of  obeying 
these  orders,  they  consulted  their  own  safety, 
and  pressed  forward  to  Castletown  with  the 
utmost  expedition.  General  St.  Clair  was  of 
opinion  that  had  these  orders  been  executed, 
the  corps  which  attacked  Warner  would  have 
been  cut  to  pieces.  While  the  action  was  kept 
up  vv'ith  great  spirit  on  both  sides,  general 
Reidisel  arrived  with  his  division  of  Germans, 
and  the  Americans  were  compelled  to  give 
way  in  all  directions. 

In  this  action,  colonel  Francis,  several  other 
officers,  and  upwards  of  two  hundred  men, 
were,  according  to  the  account  given  by  Bur- 
p;oyne,  left  dead  on  the  field;  and  one  colonel, 
seven  captains,  ten  subalterns,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  privates  were  made  prisoners. 
Near  six  hundred  are  supposed,  on  the  same 
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authority,  to  have  been  wounded;  many  of  c^tAp.v. 
whom  must  have  perished  in  attempting  to  1777. 
escape  through  the  woods  towards  the  inhabited 
country,  now  Vermont.  The  enemy  state  their 
own  loss  at  thirty-five  killed,  among  whom  was 
one  field  officer;  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  wounded,  among  whom  were  two  majors 
and  five  inferior  officers.  From  the  length  and 
sharpness  of  the  conflict,  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
supposed,  notwithstanding  the  difference  in 
arms,  that  the  disparity  in  the  killed  could  have 
been  so  considerable-.  It  is  the  less  probable 
as  the  pursuit  was  not  kept  up  for  any  length 
of  time. 

In  general  St.  Clair's  statement  of  this  affair, 
he  supposes  about  fifty  to  "have  been  killed  and 
wounded ;  but  as  the  whole  corps  except  War- 
ner's  regiment  was  entirely  dispersed,  he  could 
only  speak  from  conjecture,  and  most  probably 
he  was  mistaken. 

General  Burgoyne  represented  colonel  War- 
ner's numbers  at  two  thousand  men,  and  gave 
much  credit  to  Frazer  and  his  party  for  having 
so  long  maintained  so  unequal  a  conflict;  but, 
if  the  statement  made  of  the  strength  of  the 
garrison  be  correct,  Warner's  corps  could  not 
have  exceeded  twelve  hundred,  and  at  that 
number  general  St.  Clair  estimated  it.  The 
opinion  they  gave  the  British  commander  of 
their  strength,  is  evidence  of  the  gallantry  with 
which  they  fought.     Colonel  Francis,  who  fell 
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cHAP.v.  in  the  action,  was  spoken  of  in  terms  of  g^reat 
i7rr.    praise,  by  both  armies.      Just  as  he  received 
intelligence  of  this  defeat,  St.  Clair  was  also 
informed  of  the  disaster  at  Skeensborough. 

To  avoid  the  enemy,  it  was  now  necessary 
for  him  to  change  his  route,  and  he  sent  orders 
to  Warner  to  retire  to  Rutland,  where  he  would 
join  him.     At  Rutland,  he  fell  in  with  many 
soldiers  who  had  been  separated  from  the  corps, 
and  two  days  afterwards,  at  Manchester,  he 
was  joined  by  Warner,  at  the  head  of  about 
ninety  men.    After  dispatching  officers  to  Ben- 
nington, and  Number  Four,  to  collect  the  strag- 
glers who,  it  was  supposed,  would  pass  through 
those  places  in  their  way  to  New  England,  he 
proceeded  to  join  general   Schuyler  at  fort 
.       Edward. 
.  Jp»y7»         Colonel  Long  having  retired  from  Skeens- 
borough  up  Wood  creek  to  fort  Anne,  was 
directed   by   Schuyler   to   defend  that  place. 
The  ninth  regiment  of  British  under  lieutenant 
colonel  Hill,  had   been  detached   against  it. 
On  hearing  that  the  Americans  were  in  some 
force,   two  other  regiments   under   brigadier 
Powell  were  ordered  to  support  the  first  party. 
Before  the  arrival  of  this  re- enforcement,  the 
^^J^g  ninth  regiment  was  attacked  by  colonel  Long, 
^diCSJSto  a^d  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  the  Bri- 
ort Edward,  ^j^j^  y^^^^  their  ground,  and  the  advantage  was 

claimed  by  both  sides.     Hearing  that  re-en- 
forcements were  coming  up.  Long  set  fire  to 
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the  works  at  fort  Anne,  and  retired  to  fort  chap,  v. 
Edward.  irrr. 

At  Stillwater,  on  his  way  to  Ticonderoga,  juiyr. 
general  Schuyler  was  informed  of  the  evacua- 
tion  of  that  place,  and  at  Saratoga,  the  same 
day,  the  total  loss  of  the  stores  at  Skeensbo- 
rough,  was  also  reported  to  him.  From  gene- 
ral St.  Clair  he  had  heard  nothing,  and  the 
ii(iost  serious  fears  were  entertained  for  the 
army  commanded  by  that  officer.  His  force, 
after  being  joined  by  colonel  Long,  consisted 
of  about  fifteen  hundred  continental  troops, 
and  the  same  number  of  militia.  They  were 
dispirited  by  defeat,  without  tents,  badly 
armed,  and  had  lost  a  great  part  of  their  stores 
and  baggage.  That  part  of  the  country  was 
generally  much  alarmed,  and  even  those  who 
were  well  aflPected  discovered,  as  is  usual  in 
such  circumstances^  much  more  inclination  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  than  to  join  the  army. 

In  this  gloomy  state  of  things,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  any  officer  could  have  used  more 
diligence  or  judgment  than  was  displayed  by 
Schuyler. 

After  the  evacuation  of  fort  Anne,  Burgoyne 
found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  suspend  for  a 
time  all  further  pursuit,  and  to  give  his  army  ' 
some  refreshment.  In  the  active  service  in 
which  they  had  been  engaged,  many  of  the 
soldiers  had  been  two  days  without  provisions, 
and  they  were  all  without  tents.     The  troops 
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cHAP.v.  were  in  some  derangement ;  distinct  corps  were 
1777.  intermingled,  and  the  detachments  were  far 
apart  from  each  other.  He  determined  there- 
fore to  halt  a  few  days,  at  Skeensborough,  in 
order  to  reassemble  his  army,  and  again  ar- 
range it.  The  baggage,  artillery,  and  military 
stores  were  brought  up;  and  preparations  were 
made,  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  move  for- 
ward to  Albany. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  unable  even 
to  look  the  enemy  in  the  face,  it  was  of  un- 
speakable importance  to  the  American  general 
to  gain  time.  This  short  and  unavoidable 
interval  from  action,  was  therefore,  seized  by 
Schuyler,  whose  head  quarters  were  at  fort 
Edward,  and  used  to  the  utmost  advantage. . 

The  country  between  Skeensborough  and 
fort  Edward  was  aliyiost  entirely  unsettled, 
covered  with  thick  woods,  of  a  surface  ex- 
tremely rough,  and  much  intersected  mth 
creeks  and  morasses.  As  far  as  fort  Anne, 
Wood  creek  was  navigable  with  batteaux ;  and 
of  course,  very  useful  in  the  transportation  of 
artillery,  military  stores,  provisions,  and  heavy 
l^aggage. 

The  first  moments  of  rest,  while  the  enemy 
were  assembling  at  Skeensborough,  were  em- 
ployed  by  Schuyler  in  destroying  the  naviga- 
tion of  Wood  creek,  by  sinking  numerous 
impediments  in  its  course  ;  in  breaking  up  the 
bridges,    and  otherwise  rendering  impassable 
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the  roads  over  which  the  army  of  Burgoyne  chap,  v. 
must  necessarily  march.  He  was  also  indefa-  1777. 
tigable  in  drilling  all  the  live  stock  out  of  the 
way  of  the  enemy,  and  in  bringing  from  fort 
George  to  fort  Edward,  ammunition  andother 
military  stores  which  had  been  collected  there, 
of  which  his  army  was  in  much  need,  and 
which  it  was  essential  to  bring  away  before  the 
British  could  remove  their  gun  boats  and 
artillery  into  the  lake,  and  render  that  place 
untenable. 

While  thus  endeavouring  to  obstruct  the 
inarch  of  the  enemy,  he  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  best  means  of  strengthening  his  own  army. 
Re-enforcements  of  regular  troops  were  ear- 
nestly solicited.  The  militia  of  New  England 
and  New  York  were  called  for,  and  all  his 
influence  in  the  surrounding  country  was  ex- 
erted to  reanimate  the  people,  and  prevent 
their  defection  from  the  American  cause.  As 
a  mean  of  creating  some  additional  delay  in  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  colonel  Warner  was 
posted  with  his  regiment  on  their  left  flank,  in 
what  was  termed  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
now  Vermont,  with  instructions  to  raise  the 
militia  in  that  quarter.  It  was  hoped  that  the 
appearance  of  a  respectable  force,  threatening 
their  flank  and  rear,  would  induce  them  to 
strengthen  the  garrison  of  Ticonderoga,  and 
would  also  check  the  advance  of  their  main 
army. 

VOL.  III.  xk 
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cHAP.v.       While  at  Skeensborough,  general  Burgoync 
1777.    issued  a  second  proclamation^*  summoning  the 
praciamadon  people  of  the  adjaccnt  country  to  send  ten  de- 

of  Borgoyne,  *         *  *^  ^      ''  . 

jj^^^^^g^  puties  from  each  township  to  meet  colonel 
•f  Schuyler,  gkecne  at  Castletown,  in  order  to  deliberate  on 
such  measures  as  might  still  be  adopted,  to 
save  from  destruction  those  who  had  not  yet 
conformed  to  his  first  proclamation,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  royal  authority.  Apprehending 
some  effect  from  this  paper,  general  Schuyler 
issued  a  counter  proclamation  stating  to  the 
inhabitants,  the  insidious  designs  of  the  enemy, 
warning  them,  by  the  example  of  Jersey,  of 
the  danger  to  which  their  yielding  to  this  seduc- 
tive proposition  would  expose  them ;  and  giving 
them  the  most  solemn  assurances,  that  those 
who  should  send  deputies  to  this  meeting,  or 
should  in  any  manner  aid  the  enemy,  would 
be  considered  as  traitors  and  should  experience 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 

The  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  was  a  shock 
for  which  no  part  of  the  United  States  was 
prepared.  Neither  the  strength  of  the  invading 
army  nor  of  the  garrison,  had  been  any  where 
understood.  The  opinion  was  common  that 
no  re-enforcements  had  arrived  at  Quebec  that 
spring,  in  which  case  it  was  believed  that  not 
more  than  five  thousand  men  could  be  spared 
from  the  defence  of  Canada.  Those  new  raised 
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regiments  of  New  England  and  New  York,  chap,  v. 
which  had  been  allotted  to  the  northern  depart-  1777. 
ment,  had  been  reported,  and  were .  believed 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  by  congress, 
as  well  as  by  the  community  at  large,  to  con- 
tain  a  much  greater  number  of  effectives  than 
they  were  found  actually  to  comprehend.  In 
addition  to  these,  the  officer  commanding  the 
garrison,  was  empowered  to^  call  to  his  aid 
such  bodies  of  militia  as  he  might  deem  neces*- 
sary  for  the  defence  of  his  post.  A  very  few 
days  before  the  place  was  invested,  general 
Schuyler,  from  an  inspection  of  the  muster  rolls, 
had  stated  the  garrison  to  amount  to  five  thou* 
sand  men,  and  the  supply  of  provisions  to  be 
abundant.  When  therefore  it  was  understood 
that  a  place,  on  the  fortifications  of  which 
much  money  and  labour  had  been  expended; 
which  was  considered  as  the  key  to  the  whole 
western  country,  and  supposed  to  contain  a 
garrison  nearly  equal  to  the  invading  army,  had 
been  abandoned  without  a  siege;  that  an  im- 
mense train  of  artillery  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred  and  twenty-eight  pieces,  and  all  the  bag- 
gage,  military  stores,  and  provisions,  had  either 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  been 
destroyed;  that  the  army  on  its  retreat  had  been 
attacked,  defeated,  and  dispersed;  astonish- 
ment pervaded  all  ranks  of  men;  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  was  almost  universally  con- 
demned. Congress  directed  a  recal  of  all  the 
Kk2 
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CHAPPY,  generals  of  the  department,  and  an  inquiry 
ir7r.  into  their  conduct.  Through  New  England 
especially^  the  most  malignant  aspersions  were 
cast  on  them;  and  general  Schuyler,  who, 
froxp  some  unknown  cause,  had  never  been 
viewed  with  favour  in  that  part  of  the  condnetit, 
was  involved  in  the  common  charge  of  treachery , 
to  which  this  accumulation  of  unlooked  for 

^  calamity  wiis  very  generally  attributed  by  the 

mass  of  the  people. 

On  the  representations  of  general  Washington , 
the  recal  of  the  officers  was  suspended  until  he 
should  be  of  opinion  that  the  state  of  things 
would  admit  of  such  a  measiu-e ;  and  on  a  very 
full  inquiry  afterwards  made  into  the  conduct 
of  the  generals,  they  were  acquitted  of  all 
blam^. 

In  the  letter  pf  St.  Clair  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  stating  the  motives  which  led  to  the 
evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Indepen- 
dence, he  represented  the  strength  of  his  gar- 
rison,  including  nine  hundred  militia  who 
would  consent  to  stay  but  a  few  days,  at  only 
three  thousand  effective  rank  and  file,  many  of 
whom  were  without  bayonets.  The  lines  re- 
quired ten  thousand  at  least  to  man  them  pro- 
perly.  He  also  represented  his  supply  of  pro- 
visions to  have  been  sufficient  for  only  twenty 
days,  and  the  works  on  the  Ticonderoga  side 
to  have  been  incomplete,  with  their  flanks  un- 
tjefended.  He  justified  his  not  having  obtained 
a  larger  re- enforcement  of  militia,  by  the  scar- 
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city  of  provisions,  the  supply  on  hand  having  chap,  v. 
been  only  furnished  after  general  Schuyler  had  iT7r. 
resumed  the  command  in  the  department;  and 
attributed  his  not  having  evacuated  the  forts  in 
time  to  have  preserved  his  army  and  stores^  to 
the  opinion  every  where  prevalent,  that  there 
was  not  a  suffipient  force  in  C^mada  to  attempt 
so  hardy  an  enterprise,  and  to  his  not  being 
at  liberty  to  adopt  that  measure  but  in  the  last 
necessity. 

The  report  of  general  Burgoyne  stated 
349,760  pounds  of  flour,  and  143,830  pounds 
of  salt  provisions  to  have  fallen  into  his  han<ls. 
In  addition  to  these  stores,  a  large  quantity  of 
live  cattle  that  had  been  driven  to  Ticonderoga, 
a  few  days  before  the  apperance  of  the  enemy, 
and  had  not  been  secured,  were  acquired  by 
the  successful  army. 

The  diflFerence  between  the  report  of  the  gar- 
rison made  by  Schuyler,  and  that  of  St.  Clair, 
is  to  be  accounted  for,  partly  from  the  differ- 
ence between  effective  rank  and  file,  and  the 
total  number  exhibited  by  returns;  partly  from 
the  negligence  with  which  the  muster  rolls 
were  at  that  time  made  out,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure too  from  misinformation  given  to  Schuyter 
respecting  the  re- enforcements  of  militia  said 
to  have  come  in  subsequent  to  the  returns  Srom 
which  he  spoke. 

On  being  informed  of  the  distressed  state  of 
the  remnant  of  the  army,  general  Washington 
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Q*^'V-  made  great  exertions  to  repair  its  losses  and  to 
1777.  re- enforce  it.  The  utmost  industry  was  used 
to  procure  a  supply  of  tents;  artillery  and  am- 
munition were  dispatched  from  Massachussetts ; 
the  remaining  troops  of  that  state  were  ordered 
to  that  department;  and  general  Lincoln,  who 
possessed  in  a  very  high  degree  the  confidence 
of  the  New  England  militia,  was,  on  that 
account,  directed  to  raise  and  command  them. 
General  Arnold,  so  often  distinguished  for  lus 
gallantry  in  the  field,  was  now  ordered  to  the 
northern  army,  in  the  hope  that  his  presence 
and  reputation  would  serve  to  reanimate  the 
'  troops;  and,  some  time  afterwards,  colonel 
Morgan,  with  his  corps  of  riflemen,  was  de- 
tached on  the  same  service.*  Through  the 
present  dark  gloom,  Washington  discerned  a 
ray  of  light,  and  already  cherished  the  hope 
that,  with  proper  exertions,  much  good  might 
result  from  present  evil.  **  The  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga,  and  mount  Independence,'*  said 
he,  in  a  letter  of  the  15th  of  July  to  general 
Schuyler,  **  is  an  event  of  chagrin  and  surprise 
not  apprehended  nor  within  the  compass  of  my 
reasoning.  This  stroke  is  severe  indeed,  and 
has  distressed  us  much.  But,  notwithstanding 
things  at  present  wear  a  dark  and  gloomy  as- 
pect, I  hope  a  spirited  opposition  will  check 
the  progress  of  general  Burgoyne's  arms',  and 
that  the  confidence  derived  from  success  will 
hurry  him  into  measures,  that  will  in  their 
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consequences  be  favourable  to  us.  We  should  c"^'^- 
never  despair.  Our  situation  has  before  been  ittt. 
unpromising,  and  has  changed  for  the  better. 
So,  I  trust,  it  will  again.  If  new  difficulties 
arise,  we  must  only  put  forth  new  exertions, 
and  proportion  our  efforts  to  the  exigency  of 
the  times. '^ 

.  On  receiving  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler 
of  the  17th,  stating  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
and  informing  him  that  a  part  of  their  force 
lay  at  Skeensborough,  a  body  of  between  one 
and  two  thousand  at  Castletown,  and  that 
another  had  returned  to  Ticonderoga,  in  order 
to  come  by  that  route  adross  lake  George;  and 
that  there  was  also  an  advanced  post  near  fort 
Anne ;  he  seemed  to  anticipate  the  event,  which 
afterwards  occurred,  and  to  suggest  the  mea- 
sure which  first  commenced  that  torrent  of 
misfortune  with  which  Burgoyne  was  over- 
whelmed.     "  Though  our  affairs,"  said  he  in  * 

reply  to  this  information,  ^[  have  for  some  days 
past,  worn  a  dark  and  gloomy  aspect,  I  yet 
look  forward  to  a  fortunate  and  happy  change. 
I  trust  general  Burgoyne^s  army  will  meet 
sooner  or  later  an  effectual  check;  and,  as  I 
suggested  before,  that  the  success  he  has  had 
will  precipitate  his  ruin.  From  your  accounts 
he  appears  to  be  pursuing  that  line  of  conduct 
which,  of  all  others,  is  most  favourable  to  us... 
I  mean,  acting  in  detachment.  This  conduct 
will  certainly  give  room  for  enterprise  on  our 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


256  'I'HC  LIFE  or 

cHAP.v.  part,  and  expose  his  parties  to  great  hazard. 
1777.  Could  we  be  so  happy  as  to  cut  one  of  them  off, 
though  it  should  not  exceed  four,  five,  or  si^ 
hundred  men,  it  would  inspirit  the  people, 
and  do  away  much  of  their  present  anxiety. 
In  such  an  event,  they  would  lose  sight  of  past 
misfortunes ;  and,  urged  at  the  same  time  by  a 
regard  for  their  own  security,  they  would  fly  to 
arms  and  afford  every  aid  in  their  power." 

Having  allowed  a  short  and  necessary  repose 
to  his  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Skecns- 
borough,  while  parties  were  employed  in  bring- 
ing up  tents  and  provisions,  general  Burgoyne, 
much  elated  at  the  success  which  had  hitherto 
attended  him,  proceeded  with  ardour  to  com- 
plete the  remaining  objects  of  the  campaign. 
He  soon  perceived  the  toils  and  delays  which 
must  be  encountered  in  reaching  the  Hudson. 
He  found  it  necessary  to  open  Wood  creek, 
,  and,  which  was  a  work  of  much  more  difficulty 
and  labour,  to  repair  the  roads  and  bridges 
which  Schuyler  had  broken  up  and  rendered 
for  the  present  entirely  impassable.  Immense 
numbers  of  trees  had  been  cut  so  as  to  fall  in 
layers  across  the  road,  with  their  boughs  inter- 
locking with  each  other  in  places  where  it  was 
impossible  to  find  any  other  way  than  that 
which  they  covered.  Besides  removing  these, 
above  forty  new  bridges  were  to  be  constructed, 
and  others  to  be  repaired,  one  of  which  was 
entirely  of  log  work,  over  a  morass  nearly  two 
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miles  in  extent.  Such  was  the  labour  and  the  ckap.v; 
unavoidable  delay  of  opening  these  difficult  1777. 
roadsy  that  the  army,  though  very  little 
harassed  on  its  march  by  the  Americans,  did 
not  arrive  on  the  Hudson  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  fort  Edward  until  the  30th  of  July,  Here  it 
was  necessary  again  to  halt  in  order  to  bring 
from  fort  George,  provisions,  batteaux  to  be 
used  on  the  Hudson,  artillery,  and  other  ma- 
terials necessary  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in 
the  expedition. 

The  time  afforded  by  this  delay  had  been 
employed  by  Schuyler  to  the  utmost  advantage. 
Some  re- enforcements  of  fresh  continental 
troops,  though  not  all  which  were  expected, 
had  been  received  from  Peck's- Kill ;  and  though 
the  critical  season  of  the  year,  it  being  harvest 
time,  together  with  the  dislike  to  him  prevail- 
ing in  New  England,  prevented  the  militia 
from  turning  out  in  considerable  numbers, 
they  appeared  in  sufficient  force  to  make  a  res- 
pectable addition  to  the  regular  army.  But  the 
loss  of  all  the  salt  provisions  was  severely  felt. 
Unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  fresh  meat  only, 
the  American  soldiers  when  confined  to  it, 
became  very  sickly;  and  this  cause  tended  still 
more  to  diminish  a  force  already  too  inconsi- 
derable to  afford  a  reasonable  prospect  of  suc^  Btjrf^njne 

,  A  *  approuclies 

cess  m  a  contest  \Vith  the  enemy  opposed  to  ^'j  ^J^>^»j«j; 
them.     On   this  account,    as    Burgoyne    ap.  Jf;^^ 
proached  fort  Edward,  Schuyler  retired  over 
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cH\p  V.   the  Hudson  to  Saratoga,  a  few  miles  below  that 
irrr.    place. 

From  thence,  general  Lincoln  was  dispatched 
to  take  command  of  the  militia  assembling  at 
Manchester  under  colonel  Warner,  but  ^\ho 
had  not  yet  appeared  in  sufficient  force  to 
enable  that  officer  to  inspire  the  enemy  with 
fears  for  their  rear. 
1  thence      From  Saratoga,  general  Schuyler  retired  to 


''  Stillwater,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Mohawk,  where  he  ordered  general  Lincoln  to 
join  him,  and  fortified  bis  camp,  in  the  hope 
of  being  strong  enough  to  defend  it,  before  the 
enemy  could  approach  him. 

While  at  Stillw^er,  information  was  ob- 
tained that  general  Burgoyne  had  entirely  eva- 
cuated  Castletown,  so  that  no  communication 
was  kept  up  with  Ticonderoga,  but  through 
lake  George,  from  whence  nearly  all  his  sup- 
plies were  at  present  drawn  ;  and  that  the  gar- 
rison  of  that  important  place  consisted  only  of 
three  hundred  men.  In  consequence  of  this 
intelligence,  the  orders  to  general  Lincoln 
were  cpuntermanded,  and  he  was  directed  with 
the  militia  of  New  Hampshire,  of  Massachus- 
setts,  and  of  the  Grants,  making,  as  was  under- 
stood, a  total  of  between  two  and  three  thousand 
men,  to  fall  entirely  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy^, 
and,  if  possible,  cut  off  their  communication 
with  the  lakes.  This  movement,  it  was  sup- 
posed, would  compel  Burgoyne  to  weaken  his 
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army  by  detachments,  either  to  re-enforee  the  chap,  v. 
posts  in  his  rear,  or  to  attack  Lincoln.  Here  >777. 
too  he  was  informed  that  colonel  St.  Leger, 
with  a  large  body  of  Indians  in  addition  to  his 
regulars,  had  penetrated  from  Oswego  by  the 
way  of  the  Oneida  lake  and  Wood  creek,  to 
the  Mohawk,  where  he  had  laid  siege  to  fort 
Schuyler,  and  had  totally  defeated  general 
Herkemer,  who  had  raised  the  militia  of  Tryon 
county  in  order  to  relieve  the  fort.  The  im- 
portance  of  covering  the  inhabitants  from  the 
savages,  of  preventing  if  possible  a  junction 
between  St.  Leger  and  Burgoyne,  and  the  con- 
sequent total  •loss  of  the  country  on  the  Mo- 
hawk,  determined  Schuyler,  weak  as  he  was, 
to  detach  major  general  Arnold,  with  three 
continental  regiments  to  raise  tlie  siege.  The 
army  was  so  enfeebled  by  this  detachment,  that 
its  removal  to  a  place  of  greater  security  was 
deemed  absolutely  necessary,  and  it  was  with- 
drawn  a  few  miles  further  from  the  enemy,  to  Aagn»t  u.  • 
some  islands  in  the  confluence  of  the  Hudson, 
and  the  Mohawk,  where  the  camp  was  deemed 
more  defensible  than  that  which  had  been 
abandoned.  Burgoyne  had  now  marched  down 
the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  his  advanced 
parties  had  crossed  the  river,  and  occupied  the 
ground  at  Saratoga. 

On  the  second  of  August,  the  approach  of 
St.  Leger  vyas  discovered  at  fort  Schuyler,  and 
the  next  day  he  invested  that  place.     The  fort 
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CHAP.  V.  was  garrisoned  by  about  six  hundred  continen- 

1777.    tal  troops  from  New  York  and  Massachussetts, 

st.Legcr     under   the   command  of  colonel  Gansevoort. 

invests  fort 

Rchuyier.  'f  ^^  bcsicging  army  amounted  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  hundred  men,  of  whom,  from  six  to 
nine  hundred  were  Indians,  and  the  others  were 
British,  Germans,  Canadians,  and  Americans, 
A  message,  vaunting  of  his  strength,  and  de- 
manding a  surrender  was  sent  in  by  St.  Leger, 
which  was  answered  by  Gansevoort  with  a 
declaration  that  he  would  defend  the  fort  to  the 
last  extremity. 

On  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy,  general 
Herkemer  who  commanded  the  militia  of  Try  on 
county,  assengibled  them  in  considerable  force 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison. 
About  eleven  o'clock  on  the  sixth,  a  messen- 
ger from  his  camp  at  Euska,  distant  about 
eight  miles,  got  into  the  fort  with  a  letter  giv- 
ing the  intelligence  of  his  situation,  and  of  his 
intention  to  endeavour  on  that  day  to  force  his 
way  through  the  enemy  and  join  the  garrison. 
.It  was  immediately  determined  to  fiivour  the 
execution  of  this  design  by  a  vigorous  sortie; 
and  upwards  of  two  hundred  men,  under  lieu- 
tenant  colonel  Willet,  were  drawn  out  for  that 
purpose. 

Unfortunately,  St.  Leger  had  received  infor- 
mation the  preceding  day,  from  his  discovering 
parties,  of  the  approach  of  Herkemer;  and  had 
formed  the  plan  of  intercepting  him.     For  this 
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purpose,  very  early  in  the  morning,  a  strong  chap,  v. 
detachment  of  regulars  and  Indians  advanced  1777. 
towards  him,  and  lay  in  ambuscade  on  the  road  Herkcmcr, 

•^  advancing  to 

by  which  he  was  to  march.  Herkemer  fcll*jj;Jj.^^^«^ 
into  this  ambuscade.  The  first  notice  heSJ^f^ 
received  of  it  was  a  heavy  discharge  ofwithiia. 
small  arms,  which  was  followed  by  a  furious 
attack  from  the  Indians  with  their  tomahawks. 
Though  some  of  the  militia  fled  on  the  first 
onset,  he  defended  himself  with  resolution, 
but  was  unable  to  maintain  his  ground.  His 
party  was  defeated  with  great  slaughter.  The 
general  and  several  of  the  field  officers  were 
wounded:  many  others,  among  whom  were 
several  of  the  committee  men,  and  leading 
political  characters  of  the  country,  were  killed, 
or  taken  prisoners.  The  loss  was  estimated 
at  about  four  hundred  men.  The  destruction 
was  prevented  from  being  rendered  still  more 
complete,  by  the  very  timely  sortie  made  by 
lieutenant  colonel  Willet,  which  checked  the 
pursuit,  and  recalled  the  enemy  to  the  defence 
of  their  own  camp. 

So  soon  as  the  intelligence  was  received  that 
Herkemer  was  advancing,  the  sortie,  which  had 
been  promptly  resolved  on,  was  as  promptly 
executed.  Lieutenant  colonel  Willet  fell  on  the 
camp  of  the  enemy,  and,  being  entirely  unex- 
pected, routed  them  on  the  first  onset ;  drove 
them,  some  into  the  woods,  and  others  across 
the  river ;  and  brought  off  a  number  of  camp 
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c»AP.v.  kettles,  blankets,  and  muskets,  besides  several 
1777.  Indian  weapons,  and  other  articles  greatly 
valued  among  them.  A  party  of  regulars  en- 
deavoured to  form  an  ambuscade,  and  to  cut 
off  his  return  to  the  fort ;  but  he  discovered 
and  defeated  the  attempt.  With  a  field  piece 
which  accompanied  him^  he  played  on  them 
with  grape  shot,  in  addition  to  whicli  he  at- 
tacked them  with  his  musketry  and  entirely 
dispersed  them;  after  which,  he  returned  to 
the  fort  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  hav- 
ing  killed  several  of  the  enemy,  among  whom 
were  some  of  the  Indian  chiefs. 

Elated  with  the  defeat  of  Herkemer,  St.  Leger 
demanded  a  surrender  of  the  fort,  in  terms  ma- 
nifesting the  danger  to  which  both  the  garrison 
and  country  would  be  exposed  from  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Indians  in  case  of  further  resist- 
ance ;  a  resentment  which  he  had  with  infinite 
difficulty  repressed  for  the  moment ;  but  which 
he  should  be  unable  longer  to  restrain,  if  the 
opposition  should  be  continued.  This  mes- 
sage, which  was  at  first  verbal,  to  be  delivered 
by  colonel  Butler  his  ac^jutant  general,  colonel 
Gansevoort  refused  to  receive;  and  the  demand 
was  the  next  day  repeated  in  writing.  Ganse- 
voort with  equal  modesty  and  firmness  replied, 
that  being  intrusted  by  the  United  States  of 
America  with  the  charge  of  the  garrison  of  fort 
Schuyler,  he  was  determined  to  defend  the 
place  to  the  last  extremity,  against  all  enemies 
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whatever,  without  any  concern  for  the  conse-  cmap  v. 
quences  of  doing  his  duty,  1777. 

On  receiving  this  answer,  the  firing  on  the 
fort  recommenced,  and  St.  Leger  addressed  a 
letter  to  Burgoyne  informing  him  of  the  defeat 
of  Herkemer.  The  militia  he  said  could  not 
rally  again  to  molest  him,  and  his  only  appre- 
hensions were  from  continental  troops  who 
might  come  up  the  Mohawk  to  the  relief  of  the 
fort.  He  therefore  suggested  a  rapid  movement 
on  th^  American  army  below  him. 

Burgoyne,  who  had  been  incessantly  employed 
from  the  30th  of  July  in  bringing  forward  bat- 
teaux,  provisions,  and  ammunition,  from  fort 
George  to  the  nearest  navigable  part  of  the 
Hudson,  a  distance  of  only  eighteen  miles,  but 
through  roads  of  extreme  difficulty,  was  already 
informed  of  the  arrival  of  St.  Leger  before  fort 
Schuyler.  But  the  obstacles  to  his  further 
progress  now  multiplied  every  day,  and  each 
step  produced  new  embarrassments. 

Not  more  than  one  third  of  the  draught  horses 
contracted  for  in  Canada  had  arrived.  This 
was  not  imputable  to  any  neglect  in  those  to 
whom  the  agency  of  that  business  had  been  con- 
fided;  but  to  the  natural  accidents  attending 
$o  long  and  intricate  a  combination  of  land  and 
water  carriage.  Schuyler  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution  to  remove  as  much  as  possible  out  of 
his  reach  the  horses  and  draught  cattle  of  the 
country,  so  that  from  this  service  his  supplies 
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CHAP,  v.  were  by  no  means  adequate  to  his  wants.  He 
1777,  had  indeed  secured  fifty  teams  of  oxen,  but 
such  was  the  badness  of  the  roads,  rendered 
much  worse  by  the  great  quantity  of  rain  which 
had  fallen,  that  it  was  often  necessary  to  employ 
ten  or  twelve  oxen  on  a  single  batteau.  Even 
with  these  aids  and  with  unremitting  labour, 
he  had  only  brought  over  twelve  batteaux  into 
the  Hudson,  and  provisions  for  the  army  for 
four  days  in  advance,  by  the  15th  of  August.** 

An  immediate  and  rapid  movement  down  the 
Hudson  had  suggested  itself  to  the  British 
general  as  a  measure  of  the  utmost  importance. 
In  that  event,  the  American  army  would  not, 
he  conceived,  march  up  the  Mohawk,  because 
such  a  movement  would  place  it  between  his 
aimy  and  that  of  St.  Leger,  and  would  leave 
Albany  totally  uncovered.  It  must  therefore 
either  risk  a  general  action,  retreat  before  him, 
or  cross  the  Hudson  into  New  England,  Either 
of  these  events  he  considered  as  opening  the 
whole  Mohawk  country  to  St.  Leger,  and 
securing  a  junction  of  the  two  armies."" 

The  great  difficulty  attending  the  execution 
of  his  plan,  and  which  alone  embarrassed  him, 
was,  how  to  provision  his  army  until  it  should 
reach  the  fertile  and  abundant  country  below 
him.  The  difficulty  of  drawing  supplies  from 
fort  George  would  every  day  increase,  with 

*>  Letter  of  Burgoync.  ^  Ibid. 
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the  increasing  distance,  and  additional  portage ;  chap,  v. 
and  the  communication,  already  endangered  by  irrr. 
a  farge  body  of  militia  assembling  at  White 
creek,  could  only  be  secured  by  larger  detach- 
ments from  his  army  than  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  make.  The  proposed  movement,  therefore, 
must  either  be  abandoned,  or  soyie  other  mode 
of  supply  attempted.  The  latter  part  of  the 
alternative  was  embraced. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  principal  part  of 
the  live  cattle  with  which  the  American  army 
was  supplied,  was  drawn  from  New  England, 
and  passed  through  Manchester,  Arlington, 
and  other  parts  of  the  Hampshire  Grants,  to 
Bennington,  from  whence  they  were  occasion- 
ally conveyed  to  the  American  camp.  A  large 
depot  of  corn  and  of  carriages  had  been  also 
made  at  the  same  place,  which  was  generally 
guarded  by  militia,  varying  from  day  to  day  in 
numbers.  The  possession  of  these  magazines 
would  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  further 
plans,  without  a  reliance  on  supplies  from  lake 
George,  and  he  determined,  if  practicable,  to 
surprise  and  seize  them-^ 

Lieutenant  colonel  Baum,  with  about  five  coioneiBaam 

udetached 

hundred  men,  was  detached  on  this  service.  ^^^^ 
He  had  before  been  selected  for  a  much  more  **^*°^°«^ 
extensive  expedition.     He  had  been  destined 
to  command  a  foraging  party  which  should  pro- 

^  Letter  of  Burgoyne, 
VQ-L.  III.  .    M  m 
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cHAP.v.  cecd  near  the  borders  of  Connecticut  river, 
1777.  recruiting  the  provincial  corps  on  its  way,  and 
collecting  horses,  and  provisions  for  the  army ; 
after  which,  he  was  to  join  general  Burgoyne 
at  Albany*  It  does  not  appear  whether  the 
expedition  to  Bennington  was  only  a  part  of 
this  larger  scheme,  or  constituted  in  itself  the 
.  sole  object  for  which  Baum  was  at  present 
detached. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  enterprise,  and  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  its  success,  the 
movement  had  been  made  down  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  and  a  bridge  of  rafts  h^d  been 
thrown  over  the  Hudson  for  the  passage  of  his 
van,  which  had  taken  post  at  Saratoga.  At  the 
same  time  lieutenant  colonel  Brechman  with 
his  corps,  consisting  of  Brunswick  grenadiers, 
light  infantry,  and  chasseurs,  was  advanced  to 
Batten  hill,  in  order,  if  necessary,  to  support 
colonel  Baum.* 

On  approaching  Bennington,  it  was  disco- 
vered that  a  much  more  considerable  force  was 
collected  there  than  had  been  suspected.  The 
new  Hampshire  militia  under  general  Starke 
had  f6rtunately  reached  that  place  on  their  way 
to  camp,  and  uniting  with  colonel  Warner, 
who,  to  the  remnant  of  his  continental  regiment 
which  had  been  engaged  with  Frazer  after  the 
evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  added  a  few  of  the 


*  Letter  of  Burgoyne, 
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neighbouring  militia,  made  in  the  whole  about  chap,  v. 
two  thousand  men.  1777. 

Perceiving  the  danger  of  his  situation,  Baum 
halted  about  four  miles  from  Bennington,  and 
dispatched  an  express  for  a  re-enforcement.  In 
the  mean-time,  he  strengthened  himself  as  well 
as  was  in  his  power  by  intrenchments* 

Lieutenant  colonel  Brechman  was  immedi- 
ately ordered  to  his  assistance ;  but  such  was  the 
state  of  the  roads  that,  though  the  distance  was 
only  twenty.four  miles,  and  he  continued  his 
march  unremittingly  from  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  he  did  not  reach  the 
ground  where  Baum  had  been  encamped,  until 
four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day.^ 

In  the  mean- time   general   Starke,    either  u  attacked 
knowing  or  suspecting  that  a  re-enforcement  n«n^Jj^» 
was  marching  to  the  aid  of  Baum,  determined  j;^^"* 
to  attack  his  party  in  their  intrenchments.    He  '*^"**' 
accordingly  advanced  against  them  ;  and  such 
was  the  confidence  of  the  provincials  among 
them  in  the  attachment  of  the  country  to  the 
royal  cause,  that,   while   the   dispositions  for 
the  attack  were  making,  the  American  troops 
were  mistaken  for  armed  friends  coming  to 
join  them.    This  error  was  soon  discovered  by 
cobnel  Baum,  who  prepared  for  the  contest, 
and  made  a  very  brave  resistance.    His  works, . 
howevet*,  were  carried  by  assault,  and  great 

^  Letter  qf  Burgoyne. 
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cHAP.v.  part  ofhis  detachment  killed  or  taken  prisoners, 
irrr.    A  few  escaped  into  the  woods,    and   saved 
themselves  by  flight. 

Brechman,  who  had  advanced  very  near  the 


vaua^^  ground  on  which  this  action  was  fought,  with- 
wiSST^and  ^^^  having  received  the  smallest  information  of 
it,  came  up  during  the  pursuit;  and  meeting 
the  scattered  remnant  of  Baum's  corps,  obtained 
from  them  the  first  intelligence  of  the  disaster 
which  had  be&llen  him.  The  militia,  entirely 
unapprehensive  of  danger,  and  unsuspicious 
of  the  approach  of  a  new  enemy,  are  said  to 
have  been  generally  dispersed  collecting  plun- 
der, while  a  few  continued  to  pursue  the  fugi- 
tives.  There  was  not  only  much  danger  of 
losing  all  the  advantages  of  the  day,  and  that 
what  had  been  gained  from  Baum  would  be 
recovered  by  Brechman,  but  that  the  magazines 
which  had  been  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
would  fall  into  the  hands  of  that  officer.  For- 
tunately at  this  critical  juncture  colonel  War- 
ner*  came  up  with  his  continental  regiment, 
and  advanced  upon  the  enemy  who  had  already 
driven  back  such  parties  of  the  militia  as  had 
been  engaged  in  pursuing  the  remnant  of 
Baum's  corps.  He  restored  and  continued  the 
action  until  the  main  body  of  the  militia  reas- 
sembled and  came  up  to  support  him.  Brech- 
man was  now  compelled  to  give  way.  He  kept 
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up  the  action,  however,  until  dark,  by  which  char  v. 
time  his  ammunition,  though  forty  rounds  had    irrr. 
been  delivered  to  ^ch  man,  was  very  nearly 
expended.     Abandoning  his  artillery  and  bag. 
gage,  he  then  saved  his  party  under  cover  of 
the  night. 

In  this  action,  one  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
a  very  important  supply  for  the  militia,  •and 
nine  hundred  swords  were  taken. 

General  Burgoyne  represented  his  loss  in 
men  at  about  four  hundred ;  but  thirty -two  offi- 
cers,  and  five  hundred  and  sixty- four  privates 
including  Canadians  and  tories,  were  made 
prisoners.  The  number  of  the  dead  was  not 
ascertained,  because  the  action  with  Brechman 
had  been  in  the  woods,  and  had  been  kept  up 
for  several  miles. 

The  British  general,  therefore,  must  have 
included  in  his  estimate  of  loss,  only  his  Euro- 
pean troops. 

This  important  success  was  soon  followed 
by  another  of  no  less  decisive  influence  on  the 
fete  of  the  campaign. 

Fort  Schuyler  was  fortified  with  more  skill, 
and  defended  with  more  courage,  than  St. 
Leger  had  expected.  His  artillery  made  no 
impression  on  the  walls,  and  his  Indians,  who 
were  much  better  pleased  with  obtaining  plun. 
der  and  scalps,  than  with  besieging  fortresses, 
became  very  intractable.  Their  loss  in  the 
battle  with  Herkemer  and  Willet  sat  heavy 
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cHAKv.  on  them,  and  they  manifested  much  disgust 
irrr.  with  the  service.  In  this  state  of  mind  they 
received  information,  that  Arnold  was  advancing 
on  them  with  a  large  body  of  continental  troops ; 
and  not  long  afterwards,  were  told  that  Bur- 
goyne  and  his  army  had  been  totally  defeated; 
a  report  very  probably  founded  on  the  a£Fair  at 
Bennington.  They  were  by  no  means  disposed 
to  share  the  ill  fortune  of  their  friends,  and 
showed  very  clearly  a  determination  not  to 
await  the  arrival  of  Arnold.  To  prevail  on 
them  to  continue  with  him,  St.  Leger  flattered 
their  chiefs  by  consulting  them  respecting  his 
future  operations,  and  called  them  together  in 
council,  with  the  hope  that  they  might  be  de- 
tained by  the  influence  of  sir  John  Johnson,  and 
the  superintendants  of  Indian  affairs,  who  ac» 
companied  him.  He  was  mistaken.  While 
the  council  was  sitting,  a  part  of  them  de- 
camped, and  all  the  rest  threatened  immediately 
to  follow. 

There  was  no  longer  time  for  deliberation. 

9t.  Leger     Thc  sicffc  was  raised,  and  the  camp  broke  up 

abandons  the  ,    °  .  *  *^ 

«f^^^^  with  circumstances  indicating  excessive  alarm. 

TicoSteToga.  The  tents  were  left  standing,  and  the  artillery, 
with  great  part  of  the  baggage,  ammunition, 
and  provisions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.  They  were  pursued  by  a  detachYnent 
from  the  garrison,  and  it  was  stated  by  deser- 
ters,  that  the  Indians  plundered  the  remaining 
baggage  of  the  oiflcers,  aixl  massacred  such 
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soldiers  as  could  not  keep  up  with  the  line  of  chap,  v. 
march.  irrr» 

St.  Leger  returned  to  Montreal,. from  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Ticonderoga,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  joining  general  Burgoyne  by  that  route. 

The  decisive  victory  obtained  at  Bennington 
and  the  retreat  of  St.  Leger  from  fort  Schuyler, 
however  important  in  themselves,  were  still 
more  so  in  their  consequences.  The  deduction 
from  the  force  of  the  enemy  was  an  advantage 
of  real  magnitude.  The  liberation  of  the  whole 
Mohawk  country,  by  an  event,  which  as  eflfectu- 
ally  excluded  the  invading  army  jfrom  further 
participating  in  the  campaign  as  if  it.had  been 
captured ;  and  which  enabled  the  Americans  to 
unite  ail  their  forces  in  the  northern  department 
against  Burgoyne,  contributed  materially  to 
the  brilliant  successes  which  followed.  Their 
operation  on  public  opinion  was  perhaps  not 
less  essential.  The  militia,  and  even  the  con- 
tinental troops,  recovered  that  confidence  in 
themselves,  which  a  continued  series  of  misfor- 
tune had  greatly  diminished.  An  army,  which 
had  heretofore  spread  terror  and  dismay  in 
every  direction,  which  had  before  experienced 
no  reverse  of  fortune,  was  considered  as  already 
beaten ;  and  the  opinion  became  common,  that 
it  was  now  only  necessary  for  the  great  body  of 
the  militia  to  appear  in  arms,  and  the  emanci- 
pation  of  their  country  would  be  certain^  by 
the  destruction  of  an  army,  from  which  so 
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cxLAP.Y.  much  had  been  feared.  Nor  was  it  an  advan- 
1777.  tage  undeserving  a  place  in  the  estimate  of 
consequences  resulting  from  this  change  of 
public  opinion,  that  the  disaffected  became 
timid,  and  the  wavering,  who,  during  the  tor. 
rent  of  success,  would  have  made  a  merit  of 
contributing  their  aid  to  the  victor,  were  no 
longer  disposed  to  put  themselves  and  their 
fortunes  in  hazard,  to  support  an  army  ;whose 
fate  was  so  uncertain. 

The  savage  barbarities  too,  which  had  been 
perpetrated  by  the  Indians  belonging  to  the 
army  of  Burgoyne,  as  well  as  to  that  of  St. 
Leger,  excited  still  more  resentment  than  ter- 
ror.  As  the  prospect  of  revenge  began  to  open, 
the  effect  of  those  barbarities  became  the  more 
apparent;  and  their  influence  on  the  royal  cause 
was  the  more  sensibly  felt,  because  they  were 
JmSr^*^  indiscriminate.  The  murder  of  miss  M*Crea, 
^"'^^"^  an  accomplished  young  lady  engaged  to  a  Bri- 
tish officer,  passed  through  all  the  papers  of  the 
continent;  and  the  story,  in  itself  sufficiently 
affecting,  being  retouched  by  the  hand  of  more 
than  one  master,  excited  every  where  a  peculiar 
degree  of  sensibility.*  But  there  were  other 
causes  of  still  greater  influence  in  producing 
the  events  which  afterwards  took  place.  The 
last  re- enforcements  of  continental  troops 
arrived  in  camp  about  this  time,  and  added 

•  See  JSTotCy  M>,  III.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.      . 
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both  courage  and  strength  to  the  army.  The  chap,  v. 
harvest,  which  had  operated  powerfully  in  1777. 
detaining  the  northern  militia  upon  their  farms, 
was  entirely  over;  and  general  Schuyler,  whose 
continued  and  eminent  services  had  not  exr 
empted  him  from  the  imputation  of  being  a 
traitor,  was  succeeded  by  general  Gates  who 
possessed  a  large  share  of  the  public  confidence. 

When  Schuyler  was  directed  by  congress  to 
resume  the  command  of  the  northern  depart- 
ment.  Gates  had  withdrawn  himself  from  it; 
after  which,  he  had  repaired  to  head  quarters, 
and  joined  the  army  under  general  Washington. 
When  the  resolutions  werepassed,  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Schuyler  and  St. 
Clair,  appointing  a  committee  to  report  on  the  ' 
mode  of  conducting  the  inquiry,  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  recalling  them  and  all  the  briga- 
diers who  had  served  in  that  department,  gene- 
'  ral  Washington  was  requested  to  name  a  suc- 
cessor to  Schuyler.  On  his  expressing  a  wish 
to  decline  this  nomination,  and  representing 
the  inconvenience  of  removing  all  the  general 
officers  from  the  department ;  Gates  was  again  cenenaeatet 
directed  to  repair  thither,  and  take  the  com-  STS^Jh^ 
mand;  and  the  resolution  to  recall  the  briga-"™'"' 
diers  was  suspended,  until  the  commander  in 
chief  should  be  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  car- 
ried  into  effect  with  safety. 

Schuyler  retained  the   command  until  the 
arrival  of  Gates,  which  was  about  the  21st  of 

VOL.  III.  N  n 
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cMAF.v.  August,  and  continued  his  exertions  to  restore 
1777.  the  affairs  of  the  department,  which  had  been 
so  much  depressed  by  the  losses  consequent  on 
the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga.  That  officer 
felt  acutely  the  disgrace  of  being  recalled  in 
this  critical  and  interesting  state  of  the  cam- 
paign. **  It  is,"  said  he  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  *^  matter  of  extreme  chagrin 
to  me,  to  be  deprived  of  the  command  at  a  time 
when,  soon  if  ever,  we  shall  probably  be 
enabled  to  face  the  enemy;  when  we  are  on 
the  point  of  taking  ground^  where  they  must 
attack  to  a  disadvantage,  should  our  force  be 
inadequate  to  facing  them  in  the  field;  when 
an  opportunity  will  in  all  probability  occur,  in 
which  I  might  evince  that  I  am  not  what  con- 
gress have  too  plainly  insinuated  by  the  reso- 
lution  taking  the  command  from  me." 

If  error  be  attributable  to  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga,  certainly  no  portion  of  it  was 
committed  by  Schuyler.  His  removal  from  the 
command  was  probably  unjust  and  severe,  as 
tbe  measure  respected  himself;  but  perhaps 
wise,  as  it  respected  America.  The  great  force 
relied  on  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  towards 
the  lakes,  was  to  be  drawn  from  New  England; 
and  however  unfounded  their  prejudices  might 
be,  it  was  prudent  to  consult  them. 

Happily,  Burg03rne  remained  steady  to  his 
purpose.   The  disasters  at  Bennington,  and  an 

*  The  islands  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawlk  ' 
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the  Mohawk  produced  no  disposition  to  aban-  chap,  v. 
don  the  enterprise,  and  save  Ms  army.  He  irrr. 
still  entertained  the  hope  of  aocomplbhing  the 
great  object  of  the  campaigni  ahd  resoUed  to 
persevere  in  his  endeavours  to  exeottte  the  plan 
which  with  his  assistance  had  been  formed  in 
the  cabinet;  and  to  obey  the  orders  he  had 
willingly  received. 

It  was  now  necessary  to  recur  to  his  original 
slow  and  toilsome  mode  of  obtaining  supplies 
from  fort  George,  and  to  this  object  he  applied 
with  unremitting  industry.  Having  with  great 
care,  and  with  persevering  labour,  collected  in 
advance  provision  for  thirty  days,  and  thrown 
a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Hudson,  that  made 

<^  rafts  being  carried  away  by  a  swell  of  water, 

he  crossed  that  river  the  thirteenth  and  four*   ^^  ^^ 
teenth  of  September,  and  encamped  on  the^ 


won 

heights  and  plains  of  Saratoga''  with  the  deter-  ^^^^ 
mination  of  deciding  in  a  general  engagement, 
the  &te  of  the  expedition. 

General  Gates,  who  was  now  joined  by  all 
die  continental  troops  destined  for  the  northern 
department,  and  re-enforced  by  strong  corps 
of  militia,  had  left  his  camp  in  die  islands,  and 
advanced  towards  the  enemy  as  fiu*  as  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stillwater. 

The  bridges  between  the  two  armies  were 
broken  down,    and  required  to  be  repaired* 

irn3 
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cHAP.v.  The  roads  were  excessively  bad,  and  the 
1777.  country  covered  with  wood  :  of  consequence, 
the  progress  of  the  British  army  down  the  river 
was  slow,  and  attended  with  skirmishing,  in 
which,  however,  no  great  loss  was  sustained  on 
either  side.  On  the  night  of  the  17th,  Bur- 
goyne  encamped  within  four  miles  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  and  the  next  day  was  employed  in 
repairing  the  bridges  between  the  two  camps.' 
This  was  effected  with  some  loss,  and  about 
»ept.i9.  noon  on  the  19th,  general  Gates  was  informed, 
that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  full  force  on 
his  left  where  Arnold  commanded. 

Colonel  Morgan  was  detached  to  observe 
their  motions,  and  to  harass  them  as  they 
advanced.  He  soon  fell  in  with  their  pickets 
in  front  of  their  right  wing,  which  was  com- 
manded by  general  Burgoyne  in  person.  The 
pickets  were  composed  <:hiefly  of  Indians, 
Canadians,  and  provincials,  and  being  attacked 
sharply  by  Morgan,  were  soon  driven  in.  A 
strong  corps  was  brought  up  to  support  them, 
and  aJler  a  severe  encounter,  Morgan  in  turn 
was  compelled  to  give  way.  .  A  regiment  was 
ordered  to  assjist  him,  and  the  action  soon  be- 
came  more  general.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
gain  the  right  flank  of  the  British  lines,  but 
finding  it  covered  by  a  brigade  under  general 
Frazer,  the  attack  was  changed  to  the  left  of 


*  Letter  of  Burgoyne, 
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the  right  wing,  where  it  was  made  with  great  chap,  v. 
animation.  Re-enforcements  were  continually  irrr. 
brought  up,  and  about  four  o'clock,  Arnold, 
with  nine  continental  regiments,  and  Morgan's 
corps,  was  completely  engaged  with  the  whole 
right  wing  of  the  British  army.  The  conflict 
was  extremely  severe,  and  only  terminated  with 
the  day.  At  dark,  the  Americans  retired  to 
their  camp,  and  the  British,  who  had  found 
great  difficulty  in  maintaining  their  ground,  lay 
all  night  on  their  arms,  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  the  field  of  battle. 

In  this  action,  the  killed  and  wounded,  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans,  were  between  three 
and  four  hundred.  Among  the  former,  were 
colonels  Cobum  and  Adams,  and  several  other 
valuable  officers.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was, 
as  usual,  believed  to  be  much  more  con- 
siderable,* and  a  report  was  circulated,  which 
gained  credit  every  where,  that  general  Bur- 
goyne,  who  had  through  the  day  exposed  his  per- 
son  to  every  danger,  was  among  the  wounded. 

Each  army  claimed  the  victoiy,  arfd  each 
believed  itself  to  have  beaten,  with  only  part  of 
its  force,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy.  The 
advantage,  however,  considering  every  circum- 
stance, was  decidedly  with  the  Americans.  In 
a  conflict  which  nearly  consumed  the  day,  they 


*  It  appears  from  statements  since  made  that  their 
loss  exceeded  five  hundred  men  in  killed  and  wounde4« 
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cHAP.v;  found  themselves  full  equal  to  their  tatagonists. 
nrr.  In  every  quarter  they  had  been  the  assailtots, 
and  after  an  encounter  for  several  hours,  they 
had  not  lost  an  inch  of  ground.  They  had  not 
been  driven  from  the  field,  but  had  retired  from 
it  at  the  close  of  day,  to  the  camp  from  which 
they  had  marched  to  battle.  Their  object, 
which  was  to  check  the  enemy  advancing  on 
them,  had  been  obtained ;  while  that  of  the 
British  general,  which  was  to  force  their  posi- 
tion, had  totally  failed.  In  the  present  state  of 
things,  to  fight  without  being  beaten  was,  on 
their  part,  victory ;  while,  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  to  fight  without  a  decisive  victory  was 
defeat.  The  Indians,  who  found  themselves 
beaten  in  the  woods  by  Morgan,  and  checked 
by  Burgoyne  in  their  scalping  and  plundering 
the  unarmed;  who  saw  before  them  the  pros« 
pect  of  a  great  deal  of  hard  fighting  without 
profit,  grew  tired  of  the  service,  and  deserted 
in  great  numbers.  The  Canadians  and  pro* 
vincials  were  not  much  more  faitMul;  and  it 
was  soon  perceived,  that  the  hopes  of  the 
British  general  must  rest,  almost  entirely  on 
his  European  troops. 

With  reason  therefore  this  action  was  cele^ 
brated  through  the  United  States,  and  consi- 
dered as  the  precursor  of  the  total  ruin  of  the 
invading  army.  Every  where  the  utmost  ex- 
ultation  was  displayed,  and  every  where  the 
militia  were  stimulated  to  fiy  to  arms,  and 
complete  the  work  which  was  begun. 
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The  next  day,  inteUigence  was  received  chap,  v. 
from  the  north,  which  tended  still  further  to  irrr.- 
raise  the  spirits  of  the  troops.  ^pt-^- 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  general  Lin« 
coin  was  detached  to  form  the  militia,  as  they 
came  up  from  the  northwestern  parts  of  New 
England,  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy;  and  that 
Ticonderoga  was  comprehended  in  his  plan  of 
operations.  He  had  assembled  a  considerable 
force  at  Manchester,  from  whence  he  marched 
to  Pawlet,  a  small  village  on  a  river  of  that 
name,  which  runs  into  Wood  creek. 

Here  he  divided  his  troops  into  three  parties 
of  about  five  hundred  men  each,  and  detached 
colonel  Brown,  at  the  head  of  one  of  them,  to 
the  north  end  of  lake  George,  principally  to 
relieve  a  number  of  prisoners  who  were  con- 
fined  there,  but  with  orders  to  push  his  success 
if  he  should  be  fortunate,  as  far  as  prudence 
would  admit.  Colonel  Johnson,  at  the  head  of 
another  party,  marched  towards  mount  Indepen- 
dence ;  and  colonel  Woodbury,  with  a  third, 
was  detached  to  Skeensborough,  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  both  the  others.  With  the  residue 
of  the  militia,  Lincoln  proceeded  to  join  Gates. 

After  marching  all  night,  colonel  Brown 
arrived  about  break  of  day  on  the  north  end  of 
the  lake,  where  he  fell  in  with  a  small  post 
which  he  carried  without  opposition.  The 
enemy  were  completely  surprised,  and  he  took 
possession  of  mount  Defiance,  mount  Hope, 
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cHAP.v.  the  old  French  lines,  the  landmg,  and  about 
1777.  two  hundred  batteaux.  One  hundred  Ameri- 
can prisoners  were  liberated,  and  two  hundred 
and  jiinety-three  of  the  enemy  captured,  with 
the  loss  of  only  three  killed,  and  five  wounded. 
This  success  was  joyfully  proclaimed  through 
all  the  northern  country.  It  was  believed  con- 
fidently, that  Ticonderoga  and  mount  Indepen- 
dence were  recovered,  and  the  militia  were 
exhorted  by  joining  their  brethren  in  the  army, 
to  ensure  that  event  if  it  had  not  already  hap- 
pened. 

The  attempt  on  those  places,  however,  failed. 
The  garrison  refused  to  surrender,  and,  when 
attacked,  repulsed  the  assailants.  After  em- 
ploying a  few  days  ineffectually  in  endeavouring 
to  take  them,  the  militia  gave  over  the  attempt, 
and  returning  through  lake  George  in  the  ves- 
sels they  had  captured,  made  an  attack  on 
Diamond  island,  which  Burgoyne  on  crossing 
the  Hudson,  had  made  the  depot  of  all  the 
stores  collected  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake, 
that  being  a  place  of  greater  security  than  fort 
George.  Here  they  were  repulsed  with  some 
loss,  after  which  they  abandoned  and  destroyed 
the  vessels  they  had  taken,  and  returned  to 
their  former  station.^ 

The  day  after  the  battle  near  Stillwater,  ge- 
neral  Burgoyne,    who  took  a  position  almosit 

^  Remem. 
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within  cannon  shot  of  the  American  camp,  for-  chap,  v. 
tified  his  right,  and  extended  his  left  to  the  irrr. 
extremity  of  the  river  hills,  so  as  to  cover  the 
meadow  through  which  the  river  runs,  in  which 
his  batteaux  and  hospital  were  placed.  For 
greater  security,  two  European  regiments,  and 
a  corps  of  provincials  were  encamped  in  the  sepm. 
meadow.  Directly  after  taking  this*  ground, 
he  received  a  letter  of  the  10th,  from  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  informing  him  that  about  the  20th  of 
September  he  should  attack  fort  Montgomery. 
This  messenger  was  sent  back  to  sir  Henry 
Clinton  by  Burgoyne,  with  information  of  the 
pressing  necessity  of  the  army  for  aid,  and  that 
he  should  endeavour  to  wait  for  it  until  the  12th 
of  October.' 

General  Gates,  whose  numbers  increased 
daily,  remained  on  his  old  ground.  His  right 
which  extended  to  the  river  had  been  rendered 
unassailable,  and  he  used  great  industry  to 
strengthen  his  left. 

Both  armies  retained  their  position  until  the 
seventh  of  October :  Burgoyne  in  the  hope  of 
being  relieved  by  sir  Henry  Clinton ;  and  Gates 
in  the  confidence  of  growing  stronger  every 
day,  and  of  rendering  the  destruction  of  his 
enemy  more  certain. 

Having  received  no  further  intelligence  from 
sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  having  found  it  necessary 

1  Letter  qf  Burgoyne. 
VOL.  III.  O  O 
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CHAP.  V.  for  four  days  past  to  diminish  the  raticm  issued 
1777.  to  his  soldiers,  the  British  general  determined 
to  make  one  more  trial  of  strength  with  his 
adversary.  A  victory  might  enable  him  to 
advance  rapidly  down  the  river;  even  partial 
success  might  remove  the  American  army  to  a 
greater  distance^  so  as  to  favour  his  retreat, 
and  cover  a  foraging  party  sent  out  to  obtain 
supplies  for  his  wants,  whieh  were  daily  be- 
octoberr.  coming  more  urgent," 

In  order  to  execute  this  determination,  he 
drew  out  on  his  right,  fifteen  hundred  regular 
'  troops,  with  two  twelve  pounders,  two  how- 
itzers, and  six  six  pounders.  This  body,  with 
which  he  designed  to  commence  the  action,  he 
commanded  in  person,  assisted  by  generals 
Philips,  Reidisel,  and  Frazer.  The  defence 
of  the  camp  on  the  heights  was  committed  to 
brigadiers  Hamilton,  and  Speicht,  and  that  of 
the  redoubts  in  the  plain  to  brigadier  Gall." 

The  right  wing  was  formed  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  left  of  the  American 
camp;  and  a  corps  of  rangers,  Indians,  and 
provincials,  was  pushed  on  through  secret 
paths  to  appear  in  their  rear,  in  order  to  check 
and  embarrass  their  operations,"* 

These  movements  werq  perceived  by  gene- 
ral Gates,  who  immediately  determined  on 
attacking  the  British  left,  and  endeavouring  to 
separate  it  from  the  right  wing  of  their  army. 


» Letter  V  Burgoyne.  ^  Ibid.  o  jif^^ 
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The  attack  was  made  suddenly ,  and  in  great  chap.  v. 
force.     At  first,  the  principal  weight  of  fire    i777. 
was  directed  against  the  left  flank  where  the 
British  grenadiers  were  posted,  but  soon  ex- 
tended all  along  the  front,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
Germans  from  aiding  them. 

At  the  same  time,  three  regiments  from  the 
left,  where  major  general  Arnold  commandedy 
came  out  to  attack  the  front  of  the  enemy's 
right,  and  a  second  division  endeavoured  to 
intercept  its  return  to  the  camp«  The  British 
light  infantry  under  general  Frazer,  with  part 
of  the  24th  regiment,  were  ordered  to  form  a 
second  line,  in  order  to  cover  the  light  infantry 
of  the  right,  and  secure  a  retreat*  While  this 
movement  was  in  process,  the  left  of  the  right 
of  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  give  way,  and 
the  light  infantry  was  ordered  to  make  a  rapid 
movement  to  their  assistance.  In  making  it, 
they  fell  in  with  the  rifle  corps,  which  attacked  ,  • 
them  with  great  efiect,  and  Frazer  was  mortally 
wounded.  In  the  mean-time,  Arnold  pressed 
hard  on  the  right  under  Burgoyne,  which,  with 
great  difficulty,  and  with  the  loss  of  the  field 
pieces  and  'great  part  of  the  artillery  corps, 
made  good  its  retreat  to  the  camp.  The  Ameri- 
cans  followed  close  in  their  rear,  and,  under 
a  tremendous  fire  of  grape  shot  and  musketry, 
assaulted  the  works  throughout  their  whole 
extent  from  right  to  left.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  day,  a  part  of  the  left  forced  tlie  intrench- 
oo2 
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oiAP.v.  ments,  and  general  Arnold,  with  a  few  men, 
irrr.  actually  entered  the  works;  but  his  horse  was 
killed  under  him,  and  he  was  himself  v^ry 
badly  wounded  in  the  same  leg  which  had  suf- 
fered at  Quebec.  Those  who  had  entered  the 
lines  with  him,  were  forced  out  of  them;  and, 
it  being  now  nearly  dark,  they  desisted  from 
the  attack. 

The  left  of  Amold^s  detachment  was  still 
more  successful.  Jackson's  regiment  of  Massa- 
chussetts,  then  led  by  lieutenant  colonel  Brooks, 
turned  therightof  the  encampment,  and  stormed 
the  works  occupied  by  the  German  reserve. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Brechman,  who  commanded 
in  them,  was  killed,  and  the  works  carried 
with  less  difficulty  thto  the  assailants  had  ex- 
pected.  The  orders  given  by  Burgoyne  to 
recover  them  were  not  executed,  and  Brooks 
maintained  the  ground  he  had  gained. 
•  Darkness,  as  in  the  engagement  of  the  1 9th, 

put  an  end  to  the  action;  and  the  Americans 
lay  all  night  with  their  arms  in  their  hands, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  lines,  ready  to  renew 
the  assault  next  day.  The  advantage  they  had 
,  gained  was  decisive.  They  had  taken  several 
pieces  of  artillery,  killed  a  great  number  of  the 
enemy,  made  upwards  of  two  hundred  pri. 
soners,  among  whom  were  several  officers  of 
distinction;  and  penetrated  their  lines  in  a 
part  which  exposed  their  rear  to  considerable 
danger. 
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Burgoyne  could  not  risk  the  events  of  the  chap,  v. 
next  day  on  the  same  ground.  In  the  course  irrr. 
of  the  night,  he  changed  his  position  entirely, 
and  drew  his  whole  army  into  the  strong  camp 
on  the  river  heights  near  the  hospital,  extending 
his  right  up  the  river.  This  movement  extri- 
cated him  from  the  imminent  danger  of  being 
attacked  with  the  return  of  day  under  the  dis- 
advantage  of  part  of  his  works  being  already  in 
possession  of  the  assailants. 

General  Gates*  perceived  the  strength  of  Bur- 
goyne's  present  position,  and  did  not  mean  to 
put  so  much  to  hazard  as  would  be  risked  by 
attempting  to  force  it.  Understanding  perfectly, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to 
subsist  many  days,  without  either  defeating 
his  army,  or  making  good  their  retreat  to  lake 
George,  he  determined,  while  the  security  of 
the  main  army  was  not  forgotten,  to  take  such 
precautions,  and  throw  such  a  force  over  the 
river,  as  would  render  a  retreat  to  the  lake 
impracticable.  With  this  view,  a  strong  de-  Octobers. 
tachment  was  put  in  motion  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  position  higher  up  the  Hudson,  so  as 
to  intercept  the  British  army  on  its  retreat, 
while  strong  corps  were  posted  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  to  annoy  them  from  that  quar- 
ter, aad  prevent  their  passing  it. 

This  movement  compelled  Burgoyne  again  Rtti««tsM 
to  change  his  position.     To  avoid  having  the  **'*'°^ 
road  in  his  rear  entirely  closed  upon  him,  it 
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CHAP.  V.  was  necessary  to  retire  immediately  toSaratc^. 
1777.  About  nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  retreat  was 
commenced,  and  was  effected  with  the  loss  of 
his  hospital,  containing  about  three  hundred 
sick,  and  of  several  batteaux  laden  with  pro- 
visions and  baggage.  His  march  was  marked 
with  a  devastation  not  to  be  accounted  for. 
As  if  disposed  to  destroy  a  country  he  could 
not  conquer,  all  the  dwelling  houses^  on  his 
route  were  reduced  to  ashes. 

A  heavy  rain,  which  procrastinated  the  re- 
treat  of  the  enemy  so  much,  that  Fish- Kill 
creek,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  Sara- 
toga,  was  not  crossed  until  the  morning  of  the 


octdberic  iQth,  also  suspcudcd  the  pursuit.  On  reach- 
ing the  ground  proposed  to  be  occupied,  a 
strong  corps  was  found  already  intrenched  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  prepared  to  dis- 
pute its  passage.  I'heir  advanced  party,  which 
had  commenced  throwing  up  works  on  the  very 
heights  where  the  British  army  afterwards  en- 
camped, retired  on  its  approach,  and  rejoined 
the  main  body  on  the  east  of  the  Hudson. 

When  the  rain  ceased,  general  Gates  com- 
menced the  pursuit;  but  the  enemy  had  broken 
down  all  the  bridges  in  their  rear,  and,  conse- 
quently, some  time  elapsed  in  overtaking  them. 

From  Saratoga,  a  company  of  artificers, 
under  an  escort,  consisting  of  a  regiment  of 
regulars,  the  marksmen,  and  a  corps  of  pro- 
vincials, was  detached  to  repair  the  roads  and 
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bridges  towards   fort  Edward,    in    order    to  chap,  v. 
enable  the  army  to  continue  its  march.  1777. 

This  party  had  scarcely  been  detached^  oc«^"- 
when  the  Americans  appeared  in  force  on  the 
heights  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  and 
made  dispositions  which  excited  the  apprehen- 
sion of  an  intention  to  cross  it  and  attack  them. 
The  Europeans  escorting  the  artificers  were 
immediately  recalled,  and  the  provincial  corps, 
now  the  only  remaining  guard  for  the  workmen, 
being  attacked  by  a  small  party,  ran  away  on 
the  first  fire,  and  left  them  to  shift  for  them- 
selves. 

No  hope  of  repairing  the  roads  now  rem&ined; 
imd,  of  consequence,  it  was  impossible  to  move 
the  baggage  and  artillery  of  the  army. 

About  the  same  time,  the  boats  containing 
the  provisions  were  found  so  much  expo.sed  in 
the  river,  the  opposite  shore  of  which  was  lined 
with  armed  Americans,  that  it  was  deemed  in- 
dispensable to  the  safety  of  the  small  stock  on 
hand,  to  land  and  convey  it  up  the  hill  into  the 
camp.P 

The  British  army  was  now  almost  completely 
environed  by  a  superior  force.  No  means 
remained  of  extricating  itself  fi*om  difficulties 
and  dangers  which  were  continually  increa^ng, 
other  than  by  fording  a  river,  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  which  a  formidable  body  of  troops  was 

f     ■■■ i ■ — ■ — —  ■  ■    ■■■■■— 

P  Letter  of  Burgoyne, 
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cMAP.v.  already  posted;  and  then  escaping  to  fort 
1777.  George  through  roads  impassable  by  artillery, 
or  waggons,  with  an  army  flushed  with  victory 
pressing  close  in  the  rear.^  This  desperate 
irondition  of  their  affairs  was  perfectly  under^ 
stood  by  Gates.  He  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  Burgoyne,  after  abandoning  all  his  baj^- 
gage  and  artillery,  might  attempt  to  make  a 

*  Mr.  Gordon,  in  his  history  of  the  war,  states  himself 
to  have  received  an  anecdote  from  general  Glover,  pro- 
ving that  all  the  present  advantages  of  the  American 
general,  were  on  the  point  of  being  exposed  to  very  im- 
minent hazard*  't  On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  Gates 
called  the  general  ofRcers  together,  and  informed  them  of 
his  having  received  certain  intelligence  which  might  h^ 
depended  upon,  that  the  main  body  of  Burgoyne^s  army 
was  marched  off  for  fort  Edward,  with  what  they  could 
take ;  and  that  a  rear  guard  only  was  left  in  the  camp, 
who  after  a  while  were  to  push  off  as  fast  as  possible, 
leaving  the  heavy  baggage  behind.  On  this,  it  was  con- 
cluded to  advance  and  attack  the  camp  in  half  an  hour. 
•  The  officers  repaired  immediately  to  their  respective  com- 
mands. General  Nixon's  being  the  eldest  brigade,  crossed 
the  Saratoga  creek  first:  unknown  to  the  Americans, 
fiurgoyne  had  a  line  formed  behind  a  parcel  of  brushwood 
to  support  the  post  of  artillery  where  the  attack  was  to 
be  made.  General  Glover  was  upon  the  point  of  following 
Nixon.  Just  as  he  entered  the  water,  he  saw  ^  British 
soldier  making  across,  whom  he  called  and  examined." 
This  soldier  was  a  deserter,  and  communicated  the  very 
important  fact,  that  the  whole  British  army  were  in  their 
encampment.  Nixon  was  immediately  stopped,  and  the 
intelligence  conveyed  to  Gates,  who  countermanded  his 
orders  for  the  assault,  and  called  back  his  troops,  not 
without  sustaining  some  loss  from  the  British  artillery. 
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rapid  retreat  in  the  night,  up  the  Hudson,  and  chap,  v. 
by  recrossing  that  river,  at,  or  above  fort  Ed-  1777. 
ward,  to  save  the  remainder  of  his  army.  To 
deprive  the  enemy  of  this  last  resource,  a  part 
of  the  troops  on  the  east  of  the  Hudson  was 
ordered  up  to  guard  those  fords,  and,  in  the 
event  of  their  being  attempted,  to  defend  their 
passage  until  the  arrival  of  the  army.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  precaution,  an  intrenched  camp 
furnished  with  artillery  was  formed  on  the  high 
grounds  between  fort  Edward  and  fort  Gieorge. 

Gates  was  not  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
enemy  would  resort  to  this  their  last  refuge. 
In  a  council  of  general  oflScers  "called  to  deli- 
berate  on  their  situation,  the  resolution  was 
taken  to  abandon  every  thing  but  their  arms, 
and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  merely 
to  support  them  until  they  should  reach  fort 
George,  which  might  be  carried  on  their  backs ; 
and  by  a  forced  march  in  the  night,  up  the 
river,  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  Ame- 
rican army ;  and  crossing  either  at  fort  Edward, 
or  at  a. ford  above  it,  to  press  on  to  fort  George. 

This  desperate  resolution  being  taken,  scouts 
were  sent  out  to  examine  the  route,  who  re- 
turned  with  information  that  those  fords  were 
already  defended  by  strong  parties.  It  would 
certainly  have  been  found  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  force  them  without  artil- 
lery.  This  plan  of  retreat  therefore  was  aban- 
doned  as  impracticable. 

VOL.  III.  pp 
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cHAP.v.  An  account  of  the  provision  on  hand  was  now 
\777,  directed  to  be  taken,  when  it  appeared  that, 
even  on  short  allowance,  only  a  supply  for 
three  days  remained  in  store. 
.  Nothing  could  be  more  hopeless  than  the 
present  condition  of  the  British  army,  or  more 
deplorable  than  that  of  their  general,  as  de- 
scribed by  himself. 

In  his  letter  to  lord  George  Germain,  secre- 
tary of  state  for  American  affairs^  he  says,  "  A 
series  of  hard  toil,  incessant  effort,  stubborn 
action,  until  disabled  in  the  collateral  branches 
of  the  army  by  the  total  defection  of  the  Indians ; 
the  desertion,  bv  timidity  of  the  Canadians  and 
provincials,  some  individuals  excepted;  disap- 
pointed in  the  last  hope  of  any  co-operation 
from  other  armies;  the  regular  troops  reduced 
by  losses  from  the  best  parts,  to  three  thousand 
five  hundred  fighting  men,  not  two  thousand 
of  which  were  British ;  only  three  days  provi- 
sions,  upon  short  allowance  in  store,  invested 
by  an  army  of  sixteen  thousand  men,  and  no 
appearance  of  retreat  remaining;  I  called  into 
council  all  the  generals,  field  officers,  and  cap- 
tains commanding  corps,  and  by  their  unani- 
mous concurrence  and  advice,  I  was  induced 
to  open  a  treaty  with  major  general  Gates/' 

A  treaty  was  opened  with  a  general  proposi- 
tion from  Burgoyne,  stating  a  willingness  to 
spare  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  provided  a 
negotiation  could  be  effected  on  honourable 
terms. 
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This  p]:oposition  was  answered  by  a  demand  chap.v, 
on  the  part  of  general  Gates,  that  the  whole  1777. 
army  should  ground  their  arms  in  their  encamp- 
ment, and  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of 
war.  This  demand  was  at  once  rejected,  with 
a  declaration  that,  if  general  Gates  designed  to 
insist  on  it,  the  negotiation  must  immediately 
break  off,  .and  hostilities  recommence*  On 
receiving  this   decided  answer,    the   rigorous  surrender 


armj 


terms  at  first  proposed  were  receded  firom,  and  S^^^ 
a   convention  was   signed,    by  which  it  was 


agreed  that  the  British  army,  after  marching  out  Q«oberifl> 
of  their  encampment  with  all  the  honours  of 
war,  should  lay  down  their  arms,  and  not  serve 
against  the  United  States  until  exchanged. 
They  were  not  to  be  detained  in  captivity,  but 
to  be  permitted  to  embark  for  England.** 

The  situation  of  the  British  army  consid- 
ered,* these  stipulations  were  unquestionably 
highly  honourable  to  their  general,  and  favour- 
able  to  their  nation.  Their  services  were  indeed* 
lost  for  the  residue  of  the  present  campaign; 
but,  in  the  next,  they  might  be  replaced  with 
other  troops,  whose  stations  they  might  fill 
without  violating  the  treaty- 


^  Rtntcm* 
•  The  army  of  general  Gates  consisted  of  nine  Uiousand 
and  ninety-three  continental  troops.  The  number  of  the 
militia  fluctuated;  but  they  amounted,  at  the  signature  of 
the  convention,  to  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine.  The  sick  exceeded  two*  thousand  five  hundred  men» 
pp2 
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CHAP.  V.  It  is  probable  that  terms  so  advantageous  to 
1777.  them  would  not  have  been  acceded  to  by  gene- 
ral Gates,  had  he  entertained  no  apprehensions 
from  sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  was  now  making 
the  promised  diversion  in  the  North  river,  up 
which  he  had  penetrated  as  far  as  iEsopus. 

The  draughts  made  of  continental  troops  from 
Peck's- Kill  for  both  armies,  had  left  that  post  in 
a  situation  to  require  the  aid  of  militia  for  its 
security. 

On  the  arrival,  in  September,  of  a  re- 
enforcement  of  Europeans  at  New  York,  fears 
were  immediately  entertained  for  the  high- 
lajids;  and  general  Putnam,  in  conformity 
with  his  instructions,  called  for  assistance  on 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  the  governor  of 
which  latter  state  was  also  the  commanding 
officer  in  the  forts.  His  requisitions  were  cojn- 
plied  with,  but  the  enemy  not  marching  im- 
mediately against  those  posts,  and  the  services 
of  the  militia  being  necessary  at  home  to  seed 
their  farms,  they  became  extremely  impatient: 
many  of  them  deserted,  and  general  Putnam 
was  induced  to  discharge  the  residue. 

Impressed  with  the  danger  to  which  the  forts 
were  exposed  from  this  measure,  and  entirely 
convinced,  from  the  present  state  of  both  the 
British  armies,  that  the  attack  must  be  made 
very  soon,  if  at  all,  governor  Clinton  imme- 
diately  ordered  out  half  the  militia  of  New  York, 
with  assurances  that  they  should  be  relieved  in 
one  month  by  the  other  half.     This  order,  to 
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which  a  reluctant  obedience  was  paid,  was  ex-  chap,  v. 
ecuted  so  slowly,  that  the  forts  were  carried  irrr. 
before  the  militia  were  in  the  field. 

That  post  had  always  been,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  an  object  of  the  first 
importance;  and,  in  no  state  of  things,  under 
no  pressure  of  a  superior  force  on  the  army 
commanded  by  himself,  had  he  ceased  to  view 
it  with  interest,  and  to  be  attentive  to  its  safety. 
When  therefore  his  orders  were  given  to  make 
detachments  from  thence,  in  order  to  repel  the 
incursions  into  Jersey,  and  to  re-enforce  the 
army  in  Pennsylvania,  so  as  to  leave,  according 
to  the  returns,  less  than  three  thousand  men, 
including  the  militia;  he,  in  the  most  explicit 
terms,  stated  his  apprehension  that  the  enemy 
would  attempt  something  up  the  North  river. 
Under  this  impression,  he  directed  that  two 
thousand  militia  should  be  immediately  called 
for  from  Connecticut  to  guard  the  passes 
through  the  mountains,  while  the  forts  them- 
selves should  be  sufficiently  garrisoned  with  the 
best  troops.  Qreat  pains  had  beentaken,  and 
much  labour  employed,  to  render  this  position, 
which  is  by  nature  very  strong,  still  more  secure. 
The  defences  most  relied  on  were  forts  Mont- 
gomery and  Clinton,  on  the  westfem  bank  of  the 
Hudson,on  very  high  ground,  extremely  difficult 
of  access,  and  separated  from  each  other  by  a 
small  creek  which  runs  from  the  mountains 
into  the  river.     These  forts  were  too  much 
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CHAP.  V.  elevated  to  be  battered  from  the  water,  and  the 
irrr.  hills  on  which  they  were  erected,  too  steep  to 
be  ascended  by  troops  landing  at  the  foot  of 
them;  and  the  mountains  which  commence 
five  or  six  miles  below  them,  are  so  very  high 
and  rugged,  the  defiles  through  which  the  roads 
leading  to  them  pass,  so  narrow,  and  com- 
manded in  such  a  manner  by  the  heights  on 
both  sides,  that  the  approaches  to  them  are 
extremely  difficult  and  dangerous. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  these 
forts,  chevaux-de-frize  were  sunken  in  the 
river,  and  a  boom  extended  from  bank  to  bank. 
This  boom  was  covered  with  immense  chains 
stretched  at  some  distance  in  its  front,  for  the 
purpose  of  breaking  the  face  of  any  vessel  sail- 
ing against  it.  These  works  were  not  only 
defended  by  the  guns  of  the  forts,  but  by  a 
frigate  and  gallies  stationed  above  them,  capable 
of  opposing  with  an  equal  fire  in  front,  any 
force  which  might  attack  them  by  water  from 
below. 

Fort  Independence  is  four  or  five  miles  below 
forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  and  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river  on  a  high  point  of  land ; 
and  fort  Constitution  is  about  six  and  a  quarter 
miles  above  thdm,  on  an  island  near  the  eastern 
shore. 

The  officer  commanding  at  the  station  which 
comprehended  the  whole  extent  of  the  Hudson, 
on  both  sides,  from  Albany  to  King's  bridge, 
generally  made  his  head  quarters  at  Peck's- 
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Kill,  just  below  fort  Independence,  and  on  the  chap.v, 
•  same  side  of  the  riven  The  garrisons  at  this  1777. 
time  amounted  to  about  six  hundred  men, 
and  the  whole  force  under  general  Putnam, 
the  militia  having  generally  left  him  for  the 
purposes  of  agriculture,  did  not  much  exceed 
two  thousand.  Yet  this  force,  though  so  much 
less  than  that,  which  an  attention  to  the  orders 
of  general  Washington  would  have  retained  at 
the  station,  was,  if  properly  applied,  more 
than  competent  to  the  defence  of  the  forts 
against  any  numbers  which  could  be  spared  > 
from  New  York,  It  was  only  by  leading  the 
attention  of  Putnam  from  the  real  object,  and 
then  assaulting  and  carrying  them  before  they 
could  be  aided  by  his  army,  that  an  enterprise 
against  them  could  succeed;  and  this  sir  Henry 
Clinton  resolved  to  essay. 

For  this  purpose,  somewhat  more  than  three 
thousand  men  embarked  at  New  York.  They 
landed  on  the  fifth  of  October  at  Verplank's 
point,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  a  short 
distance  below  Peck's- Kill,  and  general  Putnam 
retired  to  the  heights  in  his  rear.  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  a  part  of  the  troops 
re-embarked,  and  the  fleet  moved  up  the  river 
to  Peck's-Kill  neck,  in  order  to  mask  King's 
ferry,  which  was  then  below  them.**  This  is  a 
convenient  landing  place,  not  far  above  which, 

^Letter  ofnr  Henry  C&nton, 
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cHAP.v.  the  mountains  commence,  with  steep  and  almost 
1777.  unascendible  declivities  to  the -water  edge.- 
The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  the  troops 
October fl.  destined  for  the  enterprise  debarked*  on  the 
west  side  of  Stony  Point,  and  immediately 
commenced  their  march  through  the  mountains 
into  the  rear  of  forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery. 
The  debarkation  was  not  made  unobserved; 
but  the  morning  was  so  very  foggy  that  the 
numbers  could  not  be  distinguished;  and  a 
large  fire,  which  was  afterwards  perceived  at  the 
landing  place,  led  to  the  opinion,  that  a  party 
had  only  gone  on  shore  to  burn  some  store- 
houses  which  had  been  erected  there.  In  the 
mean-time,  the  manoeuvres  of  the  vessels,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  small  detachment  left  at 
Verplank's  point,  persuaded  general  Putnam 
that  the  meditated  attack  was  on  fort  Indepen- 
dence. 

To   this    object   his    whole  attention   was 
directed,  and  it  was  not  until  the  heavy  firing 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river  announced  to 
him  the  assault  on  forts  Clinton  and  Montgo- 
mery, that  the  real  views  of  the  enemy  were 
suspected.      Five  hundred  men  were  imme- 
FortsMoae.  diatcly  detached  to  re-enforce  the  o^arrisons 
tuk"  n  b  the  ^^  those  places,  but  before  they  could  get  over 
British.      ^g  river,  the  works  had  been  stormed,  and 
were  in  possession  of  the  British  troops. 

*  Letter  ofwr  Henry  Clinton: 
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The  enemy  having  left  a  battalion  at  the  pass  gHA>.v. 
of  Thunder  hiU»  to  keep  up  a  communicatioa    irrr. 
with  the  fleet,  and  coyer  the  retreat  in  case  of 
misfortune,    continued    their    march   to    the 
neighbourhood  of  fort  Clinton. 

There  they  separated,  and  lieutenant  colonel 
Campbell,  with  about  nine  hundred  men,  made 
a  circuit  round  by  the  forest  of  Deane,  to  Ml 
on  the  back  of  fort  Montgomery ;  while  general 
Vaughan,  with  about  twelve  hundred  men^ 
accompanied  by  sir  Henry  Clinton  in  person, 
and  followed  by  the  rear  guard  under  general 
Tryon,  advanced  slowly  against  fort  Clinton/ 

Crovemor  Clinton,  who  commanded  in  the 
forts,  having  notice  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  made 
the  best  disposition  in  his  power,  and  sent  out  * 
as  strong  parties  as  his  situation  would  admit, 
for  the  purpose  of  harassing  them  in  their 
march  through  the  defiles  of  the  mountains, 
many  of  which,  however,  were  already  passed* 
He  also  sent  an  express  to  general  Putnam  to 
give  nolice  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
him.  Of  this  express  Putnam  makes  no  men- 
tion; but  as  he  states  himself  to  have  been 
returning  with  general  Parsons  from  reconnoi- 
tring the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  when  the  attack  commenced^ 

^  Letter- of  9ir  Henry  Clinton, 
VOL,  III.  q^q 


Digitized  by  CoOOQIC 


258*  "T*®  L^^  ^P 

cHAP.v.  it  is  probable  he  might  be  engaged  on  that 
1777.  business  when  the  express  reached  his  camp. 
The  parties  detached  from  the  forts  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy,  but  most  probably 
without  much  effect,  as  the  column  destined 
for  fort  Clinton,  was  only  met  within  two  miles 
of  its  object,  where  a  halt  had  been  made,  in 
order  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  that  destined 
against  fort  Montgomery,  the  advance  of  which 
was  not  immediately  perceived  by  the  ganison. 
So  soon  as  it  was  discovered,  light  parties  were 
detached  against  that  also,  but  it  arrived  with- 
out much  loss  before  the  fort,  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  garrison, 
when  summoned,  having  refused  to  surrender, 
the  attack  commenced  about  five,  on  both  forts. 
The  approaches  to  each  had  been  rendered 
extremely  difficult  by  redoubts,  by  artillery, 
and  by  rows  of  abattis  extending  for  three  or 
four  hundred  yards.  The  ^orks  were  defended 
with  resolution,  and  were  maintained  until 
dark,  when,  the  lines  being  too  extensive  to 
be  completely  manned,  the  enemy  enteiiied  them 
in  different  places ;  and,  the  defence  being  no 
longer  possible,  part  of  the  garrison  were  made 
prisoners,  while  their  better  knowledge  of  the 
country  enabled  others  to  escape.  Governor 
Clinton  passed  the  river  in  a  boat,  after  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  forts,  and 
general  James  Clinton,  though  wounded  in  the 
thigh  by  a  bayonet,  also  made  his  escape. 
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Xiieutenant  colonels  Livingston  and  Bruy'n,  antt  chap.v, 
majors  Logan  and  Hamilton,  were  among  the  irrr. 
prisoners.  The  loss  susjtained  by  the  garrisons 
was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.  That 
of  the  enemy  was.  supposed  to  be  much  more 
considerable,  but  sir  IJenry  Clinton,  in  his 
official  letter,  states  it  at  less  than  two  hundred 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missiHg.  Among  the 
former,  were  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell,  who 
commanded  in  the  attack  on  fort  Montgomery, 
and  two  other  field  officers.  ^ 

The  boom  and  chains  across  the  river  were 
taken  possession  of  with  the  forts,  and  the  con- 
tinental  frigates  and  gallies  were  burnt  to  pre- 
vent  them  too  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  governor  Clinton  joined  general  Jf'^'J^' 
Putnam,  it  was  determined  not  to  attempt  the  JSj^SEicc 
defence  of  Peck's-Kill,  but  to  remove  as  many  Sd<£!SJ^ 
of  the  stores  as  possible,  and  retire  further  up  Ajneric«te. 
the  river,  until  sufficient  re- enforcements  could 
be  collected. 

Fort  Independence  and  fort  Constitution  were  octpbert, 
evacuated  the  next  day,  and  Putnam  retreated 
to  Fishkill.  The  same  measures  had  been  taken 
at  fort  Constitution,  as  at  forts  Clinton  and 
Montgomery,  by  sinking  impediments  in  the 
river,  and  by  stretching  chains  across  it  to  stop 
the  vessels  of  the  enemy;  but  they  were  aban- 
doned without  even  an  attempt  to  defend  them, 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  general. 

^q2 
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cHARv,  After  burning  Continental  village,  where  stores 
1777.    to  a  considerable  amount  had  been  deposited, 

October  15.  general  Vaughan,  with  a  strong  detachment, 
proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as  JEsopus,  which 
he  also  destroyed. 

General  Putnam,  whose  army  was  by  this 
time  increased  by  the  militia  of  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  and  New  York,  to  six  thousand 
men,  detached  general  Parsons  with  two  thou- 
sand, to-  repossess  themselves  of  Peck's- Kill, 
and  the  passes  in  the  highlands,  while  with  the 
residue,  he  watched  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
up  the  river.  The  want  of  heavy  artillery,  which 
had  been  sent  for  to  the  camp  of  Gates,  and 
for  which  he  waited,  prevented  his  annoying 
their  ships  in  the  Hudson. 

On  the  first  intelligence  of  the  capitulation 
of  Burgo3me,  expresses  had  been  dispatched 
by  Putnam  to  Gates,  pressing  for  re-enforce- 
ments of  continental  troops,  and  near  five  thou- 
sand men  from  that  army  hastened  to  his  aid. 
Before  their  arrival,  general  Vaughan  had  pro- 
ceeded from  ^sopus  down  the  river,  and 
having  reduced  to  ashes  the  forts  Montgomery 
and  Clinton,  returned  to  New  York,  from 
whence  a  re-enforcement  was  then  about  to  sail 
for  general  Howe. 

The  military  stores  which  this  expedition 
threw  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  were  very 
considerable.  The  highlands  having  been  always 
considered  as  a  position  which,  more  than  any 
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Other,  united  the  advantages  of  convenience  chat,  v. 
and  security,  magazines  to  a  lai^  amount  had  irrr. 
been  collected  there.  Some  of  these  were  re- 
moved, but  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
lost.  Much  labour  and  money  had  been  ex- 
pended  on  the  forts,  and  on  the  works  in  the 
river  which  had  been  demolished. 

Though  the  injury  sustained  by  the  United 
States  was  considerable,  very  little  benefit 
occurred  to  the  enemy  from  this  enterprise. 
It  was  undertaken  at  too  late  a  period  to  save 
Burgoyne,  and  though  they  acquired  the  passes 
in  the  highlands,  they  were,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  armies,  totally  unable  to  hold  them* 
They  had  reduced  to  ashes  every  village  and 
almost  every  private  house  within  their  power; 
but  this  wanton  and  useless  destruction  served 
to  irritate  without  tending  to  subdue.  A  keen- 
ness was  given  to  the  resentment  it  excited, 
,  which  perhaps  outlasted  the  contest  betweeh 
the  two  nations. 

The  destruction  of  Burgoyne  was  in  a  great 
measure  decided  by  the  battle  of  the  19th  of 
September,  and  could  only  have  been  prevented 
by  his  immecfiate  retreat.  The  issue  of  that 
day  had  demonstrated  to  both  armies,  that  the 
continental  troops  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Gates,  were  more  than  equal  to  him  in  the 
field;  and  it  was  not  diftcult  to  predict  that 
New  England,  more  populous,  more  united, 
more  zealous  in  the  contest,  and  better  armed 
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cHAP.v.   than  the  middle  states,  would  pour  forth  such 
1777.    auxiliary  strength   as  would  be  Irresistible. 
That  he  did  not  immediately  relinquish  the 
enterprise  as  desperate,  and  return  tojthe  llakes, 
or  their  neighbourhood,  is  perhaps  the  only 
error  committed  by  the  British  general.     In 
the  affair  of  Bennington,    there  was  more  of 
fortune  than  of  ill  judgment.    The  presence  of 
Starke  With  ^  the  New  Hampshire  militia  was 
purely  adventitious.  This  circumstance,  which 
prevented  the  success  of  the  expedition  against 
the  magazines  of  that  place,  and  destroyed  the 
party,  was  prepared  by  no  previous  arrange- 
ment.   Without  it,  colonel  Warner,  who  com- 
manded about  three  hundred  continental  troops, 
would  have  been  too  weak  to  have  defeated 
Baum,  or  prevented  the  Execution  of  his  de- 
signs at  that  place.    It  seems  unjust  to  attribute 
to  a  commanding  officer  the  ill  success  of  an 
enterprise,  of  which  the  force  was  proportioned 
to  the  resistance  that  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected,  and  which  was  defeated  by  one 
of  those  casualties  that  could  neither  be  fore- 
seen   nor  prevented.     But   the   perseverance 
manifested  in  pursuing  his  object,  after  the 
battle  of  the  19th  had  fully  disclosed  the  im- 
practicability of  attaining  it  without  the  co-ope- 
ration  of  other  armies,  if  not  to  be  ascribed  to 
positive,  orders,   must  have  been  occasioned 
either  by  that  sanguine  temper  which  trusts  to 
fortune  against  all  reasonable  calculation,  rather 
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than  forego  brilliant  prospects  on  which  the  chap,  v. 
imagination  had  dwelt  with  delight,  or  by  a    irrr. 
fear  of  cen3ure  from  the  ill  informed.     This  is 
a  consideration  which  should  weigh  in  the  mind 
of  a  general,  as  dust  in  the  balance. 

Burgoyne  states  his  effective  force  when  he 
capitulated,  at  three  thousand  five  hundred 
fighting  men.  The  whole  number  which  sur- 
rendered, according  to  the  American  compu* 
tation,  amounted  to  five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two.  The  one  estimate  probably 
excludes  persons  of  every  description,  other 
than  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty ;  while  the  other, 
comprehends  all  persons  belonging  to  the  camp. 
This  army  was  calculated,  on  marching  from 
Ticonderoga,  at  a  total  of  nine  thousand  men. 
In  addition  to  this  very  great  military  force, 
the  British  lost,  and  the  Americans  acquired,  a 
fine  truin  of  artillery,  seven  thousand  stand  of 
excellent  arms,  clothing  for  seven  thousand 
recruits  intended  to  be  inlisted  in  the  country ; 
.with  tents,  and  other  military  stores,  to  a  very 
considerable  amoufit. 

The  capture  of  an  entire  army  is  one  of  those 
splendid  achievements  which  always  makes  on 
the  human  mind  a  much  stronger  impression 
than  the  deduction  of  the  same  number  of  men 
from  a  larger  army,  the  remnant  of  which  is 
still  preserved. 

The  joy  which  this  event  produced  in  Ame- 
rica was  extreme.     The  contest  was  believed 
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cHAP.v.  to  be  substantially  decided..,  Though  the  war 
1777.  might  be  kept  up  longer,  no  further  doubt 
was  entertained  of  the  success  with  wluch  their 
struggles  would  be  ultimately  crowned.  Nor 
was  it  among  the  smallest  advantages  expected 
from  it,  that  it  would  probably  decide  the  im- 
certain  and  balancing  politics  of  foreign  courts, 
anxious  to  separate  America  from  Britain,  but 
apprehensive  of  the  hazards  to  be  encountered 
by  taking  open  part  in  the  war. 

The  thanks  of  congress  were  voted  to  gene^ 
ral  Gates  and  his  army ;  and  a  medal  of  gold, 
in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  was 
ordered  to  be  struck,  to  be  presented  to  hinx 
by  the  president  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Wilkinson  who  served  as 
adjutant  general  in  the  northern  department, 
and  who  was  very  strongly  recommended  to 
congress,  was  appointed  brigadier  general  by 
brevet. 

In  the  opinion  that  the  enemy  would  not 
immediately  abandon  the  passes  in  the  high- 
lands, the  recovery  of  which  was  extremely 
desirable,  it  was  voted  in  congress  that  Putnam 
should  join  general  Washington  with  a  re-en- 
forcem^nt  not  to  exceed  two  thousafid  five 
hundred  men,  and  that  Gates  should  take  com- 
mand of  the  army  on  the  Hudson,  with  unli- 
mited  powers  to  call  for  aids  of  miUtia  from 
the  New  England  states,  as  well  as  from  New- 
York,  and  New  Jersey,  for  the  different  objegts 
to  be  recommended  to  him  by  congress- 
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A  proposition,  to  authorize  the  comiiiandel*  chap,  v. 
in  chief,  after  consulting  with  Gates  and  irrr. 
governor  Clinton,  to  increase  the  detachment 
designed  to  strengthen  his  army,  if  he  should 
then  be  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  done  with- 
out endangering  the  objects  to  be  accomplished 
by  Gates,  was  very  seriously  opposed.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  amend  this  proposition 
by  making  the  increase  of  the  re-enforcement 
depend  on  the  approbation  of  Gates  and  Clinton ; 
but  this  amendment  was  lost  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  the  original  resolution  carried* 
These  resol\itions  were  attended  with  no  other 
consequence  than  to  excite  some  degree  of  at- 
tention. The  passes  in  the  highlands  were 
already  in  possession  of  the  Americans,  and  a 
re- enforcement  of  about  five  thousand  continen- 
tal tro(^s  had  already  been  ordered  to  join  the 
army  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  loss  of  the  army  comnuuided  by  Bur- 
goyne  entirely  disabled  the  enemy  from  detain**  Ticonderotfi 
ing  the  posts  of   Ticonderoga,    and   niount  JjJ^jsSn^ 
Independence.     Afterburning,  and  otherwise *****'*^^' 
destroying  the  buildings  and  works,  and  throw- 
ing the  heavy  stores  into  the  lake,  the  garrison 
retired  precipitately  to  Isle  Ai|x  Noix,  and  St. 
Johns. 

The  effect  produced  by  this  event  on  the 
British  cabinet  and  nation,  may  be  readily  con- 
ceived. It  seemed  to  remove  every  delusive 
hope  of  conquest  with  which  they  had  so  long 
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cHAP.v,  been  flattered,  and  suddenly  tp  display  in  open 
1777.  view  the  mass  of  resistance  which  must  yet  be 
encountered.  Previoua  to  the  reception  of  the 
intelligence  communicating  the  unfavoiiraUe 
issue  of  the  expedition,  the  employment  of 
savages  in  the  war  was  very  severely  animad* 
verted  upon.  Parliament  assembled  on  the 
20th  of  November,  and,  as  usual,  addressM 
were  proposed, .  in  answer  to  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  entirely  approving  the  conduct  oi 
the  administration.  In  the  house  of  lorda,  the 
earl  of  Chatham  moved  to  amend  the  address, 
by  introducing  a  clause  recommending  to  his 
inajesty,  an  immediate  cessation  of  hostilities, 
and  the  commencement  of  a  treaty  of  conciiia- . 
tion  **  to  restore,"  he  said,  **  peace  and  liber^ 
to  America,  strength  and  happiness  to  England^ 
security  and  permanent  prosperity  to  both 
countries. "  In  the  course  of  th^  very  animated 
observations  made  by  this  extraordinary  man 
in  support  of  his  motion,  he  said,""  ^*  but  mj 
lords,  who  is  the  man  that,  in  addition  to  the 
disgraces  and  iQischiefe  of  war,  has  dated  to 
authorize  and  associate  to  our  arms  the  fbma^ 
hawk  and  scalping  knife  of  the  savage  ?  to  call 
into  civilized  alliance  the  wild  and  inhuman 
inhabitants  of  the  woods?  to  delegate  to  tha 
merciless  Indian  the  defence  of  disputed  rights, 
and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his  barbarous  war 
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against  our  brethren?  my  lords,  these  enormi-  chap. v. 
ties  cry  aloud  fbr  rtdriiss  aild  punishment,  irrr. 
Unless  thoroughly  done  away  it  will  be  a  stain 
on  th^  tidtibfial  chdtactef.  It  h  hot  the  least 
of  our  national  misfortunes  that  ifie  strength 
and  character  of  our  army  are  thus  impaired. 
Familiarized  to  ^6  horrid  scdiies  of  savage 
cruelty,  it  cslti  ho  Idrigef  bftast  of  the  noble 
and  generous  principles  which  dignity  a  soldier. 
No  longer  you  sympathize  with  the  dignity  of 
the  royal  banner,  nor  feel  the  pride,  pomp,  and 
eireuttt§tanee  6f  gloHdtrs  tt^af  that  makes  ambi- 
tion virtue.  What  mak^s  ambition  virtue  ?  the 
sense  of  honour.  But  is  this  sense  of  honour 
donsfetent  with  the  spirit  of  plmider,  or  the  ' 
^ctice  of  fftutdcf  ?  can  it  tdlir  from  mercenary 
motivds,  or  c4h  it  pfbtnf>t  to  Criifcl  deeds?'** 

The  conduct  of  administration,  however,  re- 
ceived the  full  approbation  of  very  large  ma- 
jorities :  but  the  triumph  these  victories  in 
parliament  afforded  them  was  of  short  duration. 
The  di^a^tfous  i^sue  of  the  eitpedition,  from 
Ae  succes^r  of  which  the  niofsttonguine  escpec- 
tfiftl^ms  had  been  fdfm^d,  was  soon  known,  and 
the  mortification  it  produced  was  extreme.  A 
fettfctant  cof»f6ssi6n  df  fhfe  calilmity  was  made 
in  pariiainenl,  and  a  desire  to  restore  peace  on 
any  term^  cifaort  of  the  dismemberment  of  ^he 
empire,  fouiid  its  way  into  the  cabinet. 

^  See  Mti^  M.  If.  at  the  eiidtfthe  volume. 
ar2 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Red  bank  eyacuatcd««.*Geiieral  Howe  marches  out  of  Phi^ 
ladelphia..*.SkiniU9he8  with  the  American  arm7...«Re* 
turns  to  the  city.. ..General  Washing;ton  goes  into  winter 
quarters  at  Valley  Forge.—Defects  in  the  commissary 
department*..«DistreS8  of  the  American  army  at  Valley 
Forge  for  proyiMQQs*.-Representatk)D8  of  general 
Washington  to  congress  on  this  subject««..The  army 
subsisted  in  a  great  measure  by  impressments....Com- 
bination  formed  in  congress  against  general  Washing* 
ton.*.*General  Gates  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  it«..» 
Correspondence  on  this  subject  between  the  two  gene- 
rais.*..Distre88  of  the  American  army  for  clothes.*.. 
General  Washington's  exertions  to  increase  his  force 
and  to  place  it  on  a  respectable  footing  before  the  en- 
suing campaign....Congre8S  send  a  committee  of  their 
own  body  to  the  Rmy««..Attempt  to  surprise  captain 
Lee's  corps,  and  the  gaUant  resistance  made  by  hin^*** 
Congress  determine  upon  a  second  expedition  against 
Canada...^efore  its  execution,  it  is  abandoned..«.Gene- 
ral  Conway  resigns....Duel  between  him  and  geheral 
CadwiAader* 

\77r.  So  soon  as  the  battle  of  the  19th  ctf  September 
had  been  fought,  and,  the  superiority  of  Gates 
over  the  enemy  ascertained,  a  superiority 
which  it  was  not  doubted  would  every  day  in* 
crease,  general  Washington  supposed  that 
Burgoyne  would  most  probably  return  to  Ti* 
(iotyieroga,  and  that  the  situation  of  the  northern 
army  would  enable  general  Gates  to  spare  him 
Morgan's  rifle  corps ;  a  corps  which  the  then 
moving  situation  of  tl^e  enemy  in  Pennsylvania 
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would  have  render^  of  peculiar  importance  to  chap.vl 
him.  As  this  request  was  not  in  the  peremp-  yt77. 
tory  style  of  an  order,  but  a  compliance  with 
it,  notwithstanding  the  hard  pressure  of  supe- 
rior numbers  on  the  army  opposed  to  sir  Wil- 
liam Howe,  was  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
Gates;  he  chose  to  retain  the  regiment. 
^^  Since  the  action  of  the  19th  ultimo,"  says 
his  letter  to  the  commander  in  chief,  dated  the 
fifth  of  October,  **  the  enemy  have  kept  the 
ground  they  occupied  the  morning  of  that  day, 
and  fortified  their  camp.  The  advanced  sen- 
tries of  my  pickets  are  posted  within  shot,  and 
opposite  those  of  the  enemy.  Neither  side  has 
given  ground  an  inch.  In  this  situation  your 
excellency  would  not  wish  me  to  part  with  the 
corps,  the  army  of  general  Burgoyne  is  most 
afraid  of."  Two  days  afterwards  was  fought 
their  last  battle,  in  which  this  corps, 'as  in  that 
of  the  19th,  rendered  conspicuous  service. 

On  the  first  certain  intelligence  of  the  sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  colonel  Hamilton  was  dis- 
patched to  lay  before  general  Gates  the  critical 
situation  of  the  army  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
very  great  importance  of  re^enforcing  it  as 
speedily  as  possible.  His  exertions  were  also 
relied  upon  to  expedite  to  the  utmost  the  march 
of  the  troops,  and  to  remove  every  obstacle 
which  mi^t  impede  their  progress.  On  reach* 
ing  general  Putnam,  he  found  that  a  consider 
rable  part  of  the  northern  army  had  joined  that 
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otAy-vi.  officer,  but  that  Cbte6  had  n^tflhied^  fbui*  bri- 
1777.  gades  at  Albany,  tvhich  weft  to  MiHilin  dKM 
Until  winter,  when  he  contemj^ted  an  txpe* 
dition  against  Ticotideroga  and  mount  Indft* 
pendence,  which  had  hot  then  been  etacuated* 
Having  made  such  arrangements  with  Put* 
nam  as  he  supposed  would  secure  the  iinmedkM6 
march  of  a  large  body  of  continental  trooftt 
from  that  station,  colonel  Hamilton  proceeded 
to  Albany  to  remonstrate  to  genefd  Gate^^ 
against  retaining  so  large  and  valuable  a  pof  • 
tion  of  the  army,  at  a  time  when  so  mudi  daH* 
ger  threatened  the  very  vitals  of  the  cduntl^* 
He  found  Gates  by  no  means  disposed  to  pnsft 
with  his  troops.  That  general  could  ndt  b^^ 
lieve  it  to  be  certain  that  a  re-enforcement  from 
New  York  was  about  to  join  sir  William  Howe, 
and  insisted  that,  if  the  troops  embdrked  at 
that  place,  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  Dela- 
ware, should  make  a  sudden  movement  up  th« 
Hudson,  it  would  be  completely  in  their  power, 
should  that  post  be  left  defenceless,  to  destroy 
the  valuable  arsenal  at  Alban)^,  where  the  mili^' 
tary  stores  captured  with  Burgoyne  were 
chiefly  deposited. 

Having  at  length  obtained  ofders  to  move 
two  brigades,  colonel  Hamilton  forbore  to 
press  him  further  for  the  present ;  but  in  tf 
short  time  he  renewed  his  a]^lication;  and 
Gates  very  reluctantly  ordered  Glov«r's  bri- 
gade, one  of  those  he  had  proposed  retaining,  to 
proceed  to  the  Delaware. 
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While  Haimhon  \KU9  employed  in  obtaining  chap.vl 
from  general  Gates  an  order  for  the  march  of  1777. 
the  troops  firom  Albany)  very  unexpected  de* 
lays  took  place  in  moving  those  who  had  joined 
Putnam^  and  had  been  directed  some  time  be- 
£agre  to  re*enfarce  with  the  utmost  possible  dis- 
patch the  army  in  Pennsylvania.  The  detach- 
ment from  New  York  seems  to  have  suggested 
to. Putnam  the  possibility  of  taking  that  place^ 
and  he  does  not  appear  to  have  made  very  great 
exertions  to  ctivest  himself  of  the  force  neces- 
sary fcr  an  object,  the  accomplishment  of 
whioh  would  have  given  so  much  eclat  to  his 
military  character.  In  addition  to  this  circumr. 
stance,  an  opinion  had  prevailed  among  the 
soldiers,  that  their  share  of  service  for  the 
campaign  had  been  performed,  and  that  it  was 
time  for  them  to  go  into  winter  quarters. 
Great  discontents  too  prevailed  about  their 
pc^,  which  the  government  had  very  negli- 
gently permitted  to  be  more  than  half  a  year  in 
arrear;  and  in  Poor's  brigade,  a  mutiny  broke 
out,  in  which  a  soldier  who  was  run  through 
the  body  by  his  captain,  before  he  expired, 
shot  the  officer  dead  who  gave  the  wound. 
Cokmel  Hamikon  came  up  in  time  to  borrow 
money  from  the  governor  of  New  York  to  put 
the  troK>ps  in  motion,  and  they  proceeded  by 
iMrigades  to  the  Delaware.  These  several  de- 
lays suspended  the  arrival  of  the  re-enforce- 
ments longer  than  was  expected.     Those  sent 
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cw^'^'V'-  from  New  York  to  general  Howe  were  received 
trrr.    rather  earlier,  and  the  expedition  against  Red 
KedBnuk    Bank  was  on  that  account  accomplished,  and 
the  place  unavoidably  evacuated  before  gene- 
ral Greene  was  in  sufficient  force  to  relieve  it. 

While  lord  Comwallis  was  in  Jersey,  and 
general  Greene  on  the  Delaware  above  him, 
an  attack  on  Philadelphia  was  very  strongly 
jH-essed  by  several  officers  high  in  rank,  and 
was  in  some  measure  urged  by  that  torrent  of 
public  opinion,  which,  if  not  oj^osed  by  a 
very  firm  mind,  overwhelms  the  judgment;  and 
by  controlling  measures  not  well  comprehended, 
may  frequently  produce,  especially  in  military 
transactions,  the  most  ruinous  disasters. 

It  was  stated  to  the  commander  in  chief,  that 
his  army  was  now  in  greater  force  than  he 
could  expect  it  to  be  at  any  future  time ;  that 
being  now  joined  by  the  troops  who  had  con- 
quered Burgoyne,  his  own  reputation,  the  re- 
putation of  the  army,  the  opini<m  of  congress, 
and  the  public  expectation,  required  some  de- 
cisive blow  on  his  part.  That  the  rapid  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  currency,  by  which  the 
resources  for  carrying  on  the  war  were  dried 
up,  rendered  indispensable  some  grand  effort 
to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  termination. 

The  plan  of  attack  proposed  was,  that  gene- 
ral Greene  should  embark  two  thousand  men 
at  Dunks'  ferry,  and  fall  down  the  river  in  the 
night,  so  as  to  land  in  the  town  just  befwe  day, 
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attack  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  and  take  posses*  chap,  vl 
sion  of  the  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill.  That  irrr. 
a  strong  detachment  should  march  down  on  the 
west  side  of  that  river,  and  occupy  the  heights 
which  enfiladed  the  works  of  the  enemy,  from 
whence  a  brisk  cannonade  should  be  carried 
on,  while  a  part  of  the  same  force  should 
march  down  to  the  bridge,  and  attack  in  front 
at  the  same  instant  that  the  assault  on  the  rear 
should  commence  from  the  party  which  had 
moved  do^vn  the  Delaware.  That  the  residue  of 
the  Continental  army  in  three  columns  should 
attack  the  whole  line  of  redoubts  in  front. 

Not  only  the  commander  in  chief,  but  the 
best  officers  of  his  army,  those  who  would  not 
be  impelled  by  the  clamours  of  the  ill  informed 
to  ruin  the  public  interests,  were  decidedly 
opposed  to  this  mad  enterprise. 

The  two  armies,  they  said,  were  now  nej^rly 
equal  in  point  of  numbers,  and  the  detachment 
into  Jersey  could  not  be  supposed  to  have  so 
weakened  sir  William  Howe,  as  to  compensate 
for  the  advantage  he  would  derive  from  his 
position.  That  his  right  was  covered  by  the 
Delaware,  his  left  by  the  Schuylkill;  his  rear 
by  the  junction  of  those  two  rivers,  as  well  as 
by  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  his  front  by  a 
line  of  fourteen  redoubts,  extending  from  river 
to  river,  and  connected  by.  an  abattis,  and  circu- 
lar works.  These  redoubts  were  well  defended 
by  musketry  and  artillery.     It  would  be  ihdis- 
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CHAP. VI.  pensably  necessary  to  carry  them  all;  since,  tm 

1777.    leave  a  part  of  them  to  play  on  the  rear  of  the 

columns  while  engaged  in  front  with  the  enemy 

in  Philadelphia,  would  be  extremely  hazardous. 

Supposing  the  redoubts  carried,  and  the 
British  army  driven  into  town;  yet,  all  military 
men  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  more  hazard- 
ous  than  to  storm  a  town.  The  streets  would 
be  defended  by  an  artillery  greatly  superior^  to 
that  of  the  Americans,  which  would  attack 
them  in  front,  while  the  brick  houses  would 
be  lined  with  musketry  whose  fire  must  thin 
the  ranks  of  the  assailants. 

A  part  of  the  plan,  the  happy  execution  of 
which  would  be  essential  to  success,  was,  that 
the  enemy  should  be  surprised  in  the  rear  by 
the  corps  which  was  to  fall  down  the  Delaware. 
This  would  require  too  many  favourable  con- 
i^urring  circumstances  to  be  calculated  on  with 
any  confidence.  As  the  position  of  general 
Greene  was  well  known,  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  sir  William  Howe  would  be  entirely 
inattentive  to  him.  It  was  probable  that  even 
his  embarkation  might  not  be  made  unnoticed; 
but  it  was  presuming  a  degree  of  negligence 
which  ought  not  to  be  assumed,,  to  suppose 
that  he  could  pass  down  the  Delaware  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, undiscovered.  So  soon  as  he  should 
be  observed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  plan,  and  to  prepare  for  it. 
It  would  never  be  conjectured  that  general 
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Greene  was  to  attack  singly;  and,  of  conse-  chap. vl 
quence,  it  would  be  understood  that  a  corres-    i777» 
pondent  attack  would  be  made  on  the  lines  in 
front. 

If  the  attack  in  front  should  fail,  which  could 
not  be  thought  even  improbable,  the  total  loss 
of  the  two  thousand  men  thrown  into  the  rear 
must  follow;  and  general  Howe  would  conse- 
quently  maintain  his  superiority  through  the 
winter. 

The  situation  of  America  did  not  require 
these  desperate  measures.  In  the  course  of 
the  campaign  no  considerable  impression  had 
been  made.  With  great  superiority  of  num. 
bers,  the  British  troops  had  indeed  acquired  the 
possession  of  some  of  the  principal  seaport 
towns,  but  they  were  enclosed  in  them,  and 
could  not  obtain  the  command  of  the  country,, 
without  risking  a  battle  on  equal  terms,  unless 
the  army  should  destroy  itself  by  some  such 
enterprise.  That  their  general  would  be  com- 
pelled to  risk  such  a  battle,  or  to  manifest  his 
consciousness  of  inferiority  to  the  American 
army;  that  the  depreciation  of  paper  money 
was  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  immense 
emissions  which  had  been  made  without  corres- 
ponding taxes;  and  that  it  was  by  removing  the 
cause,  not  by  sacrificing  the  army,  the  depre- 
ciation  was  to  be  stopped.'  The  corruption 
and  defection  of  the  people,  their  unwillingness 
to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,,  were 
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CHAP  VT.  evils  which  would  be  very  greatly  increased 
1777.  by  an  unsuccessful  attempt  on  Philadelphia* 
The  mischief  was  admitted  and  lamented,  but 
it  only  increased  the  necessity  of  preserving 
the  present  military  force,  and  not  exposing  it 
to  useless  hazards  by  attempts  from  which  only 
loss  could  be  reasonably  counted  on,  and  which 
only  a  state  of  despair  could  justify. 

Washington  possessed  too  much  discernment 
to  be  dazzled  by  the  false  brilliant  presented  by 
those  who  urged  the  necessity  of  storming  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  order  to  throw  a  lustre  around 
his  own  fame,  and  that  of  his  army ;  and  too 
much  firmness  of  temper,  too  much  virtue  and 
patriotism  to  be  diverted  from  a  purpose  known 
to  be  right,  by  the  clamours  of  the  factious, 
or  the  discontents  of  the  ignorant.  Disregard- 
ing the  importunities  of  mistaken  friends,  the 
insinuations  of  enemies,  and  the  expectations 
of  the  ill  informed,  he  persevered  in  his  reso- 
lution to  make  no  attempt  on  Philadelphia. 
He  thereby  saved  his  army,  and  was  able  to 
keep  the  field  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy ; 
while  the  clamour  of  the  moment  wasted  in 
air,  and  has  long  since  been  forgotten. 

The  determination  against  attacking  Phila- 
delphia being  taken,  general  Greene  was  di- 
rected to  fight  lord  Comwallis  in  Jersey;  if  a 
fair  occasion  of  doing  so  to  advantage  should 
present  itself.  But  it  has  been  already  stated 
that,  before  he  had  been  joined  by  the  last  bri- 
gade  from  the  northern  army^  his  lordship  had 
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taken  an  unassailable  position  at  Gloucester,  chap,  vi. 
from  whence  he  was  passing  over  the  supplies    irrr. 
he   had    collected,    to   Philadelphia.     In    the 
belief  that  he  would  soon  follow  them  with  his 
detachment,  and  that  general  Howe,  with  his 
whole  collected  force,  would  avail  himself  of 
the  division  of  the  American  army  to  attack  December, 
their  camp,  Greene  was  directed  immediately 
to  repass  the  Delaware,    and  to  join  general 
Washington. 

-  The  opinion  of  the  intention  of  sir  William 
Howe  to  make  some  attempt  on  the  American 
camp,  was  not  ill  founded.  Scarcely  had  lord 
Comwallis  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  Greene 
rejoined  the  American  army,  when  unques- 
tionable intelligence  was  received  of  the  prepa- 
rations of  the  enemy  to  march  out  with  all 
their  strength,  and  with  the  avowed  object  of 
forcing  Washington  from  his  present  position, 
and  driving  him  beyond  the  mountains. 

To  prepare  for  the  conflict  believed  to  be  ap. 
proaching,  orders  were  given  that  all  the  heavy 
baggage  of  the  army  should  be  in  a  condition 
to  be  removed  at  a  moment's  warning;  and 
the  soldiers  were  exhorted,  by  every  motive  of 
emulation  and  of  patriotism,  not  to  disappoint 
the  high  expectations  formed  of  them  by  their 
country. 

On  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  December,  sir  GeneniHowe 
William  Howe  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  ^'of" 
with  his  whole  force,  and  encamped  on  Chesnut 
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CHAP  VI  hill,  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  American 
irrr.    army  and  distant  from  it  about  three  miles. 
skirmiihet   A  slight  skirmish  ensued  between  the  Pennsyl- 
^^ri<^    vania  militia  under  general  Irvin,  and  the  ad- 
vanced light  parties  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
the  general  was  wounded  and  taken ;  and  the 
militia,  with  very  little  other  loss,  were  dis- 
persed. 

The  range  of  hills  on  which  the  British  were 
posted,  approached  nearer  to  those  occupied 
by  the  Americans  as  they  progressed  north- 
wardly. 

Having  continued  the  whole  day  reconnoi- 
tring the  right,  the  enemy,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  changed  their  ground,  and  moving  to 
their  right  along  the  hills,  took  a  very  advan- 
tageous position,  within  about  one  mile  of  the 
Dec.  7.  front  of  the  American  left.  The  next  day^ 
they  inclined  still  further  to  the  left,  and  in 
doing  so  approached  still  nearer  that  wing  of 
the  army.  A  general  engagement  was  now 
believed  certain,  and  general  Gist  with  some 
Maryland  militia,  and  colonel  Morgan  with  his 
rifle  corps,  were  ordered  to  attack  their  flank- 
ing and  advanced  parties.  A  sharp  action 
ensued,  in  which  major  Morris  of  Jersey,  a 
very  brave  officer  in  Morgan's  regiment,  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  twenty. seven  of  his 
men  were  killed  and  wounded.  A  small  loss 
was  also  sustained  in  the  militia.  The  parties 
first  attacked  were  driven  in,  but  the  enemy 
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re-cnforcing  in  numbers,  and  general  Washing-  chap,  vi. 
ton  being  unwilling  to  move  from  the  heights    irrr. 
in  order  to  come  to  an  engagement  on  the 
ground  which  was  the  scene  of  the  skirmish, 
declined  re-enforcing  Gist  and  Morgan;  who, 
in  their  turn,  were  compelled  to  give  way. 

The  enemy  continued  manoeuvring  towards 
the  flank,  and  in  front  of  the  left  wing,  the 
position  of  which  Washington  in  some  degree 
changed,  so  as  to  prepare  to  receive  their  whole 
force  in  that  quarter,  on  which  ah  attack  was 
every  instant  expected,  and  to  bring  his  right 
to  its  support.  The  day  M'as  spent  in  these 
manoeuvres;  in  the  course  of  which,  Washing- 
ton rode  through  every  brigade  of  his  army, 
delivering  in  person  his  orders  respecting  the 
manner  of  receiving  the  enemy,  exhorting  his 
troops  to  rely  principally  on  the  bayonet,  and 
encouraging  them  by  the  steady  firmness  of 
his  countenance,  as  well  as  by  his  words,  to  a 
'vigorous  performance  of  their  duty.  The  dis- 
positions of  the  evening  indicated  an  intention 
to  attack  him  the  ensuing  morning;  but  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  next  day,  the  enemy  suddenly  Decs. 
filed  oflf  from  their  rieht,  which  had  extended  Returns  to 

the  ciCY. 

beyond  the  American  left,  and  retreated  to 
Philadelphia.  Light  parties  were  detached  to 
harass  their  rear,  but  could  not  overtake  it. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  expedition,  as 
stated  in  the  official  letter  of  general  Howe, 
rather    exceeded    one    hundred,    in    killed. 
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CHAP.  VL  wounded,  and  missing ;    and  was  principally 
1777.    sustained  in  the  skirmish  of  the  seventh,  in 
which  major  Morris  fell. 

On  no  former  occasion  had  the  two  armies 
met,  uncovered  by  works,  with  the  superiority 
in  point  of  numbers  in  favour  of  the  Americans. 
The  eflfective  force  of  the  enemy  was  stated  at 
twelve  thousand  men.  It  has  been  since 
declared  by  an  author,*  who  then  belonged  to 
it,  but  who  appears  to  have  imbibed  strong 
prejudices  against  sir  William  Howe,  to  have 
amounted  to  fourteen  thousand.  The  Ameri- 
can army  consisted  of  precisely  twelve  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  continental  troops, 
and  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty -One 
militia.  This  equality  in  point  of  numbers 
between  the  Continental  troops  and  the  enemy, 
rendered  it  a  prudent  precaution  to  retain  the 
superiority  of  position  which  had  been  acquired. 
The  two  armies  having  occupied  hills  fronting 
each  other,  neither  could  attack  without  giving 
to  its  adversary,  in  some  degree,  the  advantage 
in  point  of  ground;  and  that  was  an  advantage 
which  neither  seemed  willing  to  part  with. 

The  return  of  sir  William  Howe  to  Phila- 
delphia without  bringing  on  the  action  which 
was  so  entirely  in  his  power,  after  marching 
out  with  the  avowed  intention  of  fighting,  is 
the  best  testimony  of  the  respect  he  felt  for  the 

»  Stedman, 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTOK.  32  X 

talents  of  his  adversary,  and  the  courage  of  the  chap,  vi. 
troops  he  was  to  contend  with.  irrr. 

His  movements  were  all  calculated  to  pre- 
serve in  the  mind  of  Washington,  the  convic- 
tion that  he  should  be  able  to  fight  on  his  own 
ground,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  believe  that 
Howe  would  exhibit  to  America,  the  spectacle 
of  withdrawing  his  whole  force  from  the  face 
of  his  enemy  into  Philadelphia,  without  a  ge- 
neral engagement,  while  his  opponents  kept 
the  field.  This  movement  was  certainly  cal- 
culated to  support  the  opinion,  that  he  felt  no 
certain  confidence  of  a  victory  over  a  Continen- 
tal army  equally  numerous  with  his  own. 

On  the  first  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was 
in  motion,  the  tents  and  heavy  baggage  had 
been  removed,  so  as  to  leave  the  army  entirely 
unincumbered,  and  expose  nothing  to  loss,  if 
the  event  should  be  unfortunate,  which  was 
not  necessarily  put  into  hazard. 

The  season  was  now  becoming  extremely 
severe,  and  it  was  impossible  with  an  army 
not  half  clothed,  and  with  a  very  inadequate 
supply  of  blankets,  any  longer  to  keep  the  field 
in  tents.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  place 
them  in  winter  quarters ;  but  in  the  existing 
state  of  things,  the  choice  of  winter  quarters 
was  a  subject  for  serious  reflection.  It  was 
impossible  to  canton  them  in  villages,  without, 
in  a  great  degree,  uncovering  the  country,  or 
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cHAP.vc  being  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  being  beaten  in 
irrr.    detachment. 

To  avoid  risking  the  one  or  the  other  of 
these  calamities,  it  was  determined  to  take  a 
strong  position  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
enemy,  equally  distant  from  the  Delaware 
above  and  below  Philadelphia;  and  there  to 
erect  huts,  in  the  form  of  a .  regular  encamp- 
ment, which  might  cover  the  army  during  the 
winter.  A  very  strong  and  commanding  piece 
of  ground  at  Valley  forge,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Schuylkill,  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  was  selected  for  that  pur* 
'  pose ;  and  some  time  before  day  on  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  11th  of  December,  the  army  com- 
menced its  march  to  take  possession  of  it.  By 
an  accidental  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
lord  Comwallis  at  the  head  of  a  very  strong 
corps,  had  been  detached  that  morning  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  on  a  foraging  party« 
Having  fallen  in  with  a  brigade  of  PennsyU 
vania  militia  under  general  Potter,  which 
was  posted  there  in  order  to  cover  that  country 
from  small  plundering  parties,  and  to  intercept 
the  people  who  might  be  going  to  market,  he 
soon  dispersed  it.  Pursuing  the  fugitives, 
he  had  gained  the  heights  opposite  Matson's 
ford,  over  which  a  bridge  had  been  thrown  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  the  river,  and  had 
posted  troops  so  as  to  command  the  defile 
called  the  Gulf,  and  the  road  from  the  ford, 
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just  as  the  front  division  of  the  American  army  cauy.vt 
had  gained  the  western  bank  of  the  river.  This  irrr. 
movement,  which  was  entirely  unexpected,  had 
been  made  without  any  knowledge  of  the  inten- 
tion of  general  Washington  to  change  his  posi- 
tion, or  any  design  of  contesting  with  him  the 
passage  of  the  Schuylkill ;  but  the  troops  had 
been  posted  in  the  manner  already  mentioned, 
merely  to  cover  a  party  at  that  time  foraging 
in  the  country. 

The  first  intelligence  induced  an  opinion 
that  the  whole  British  army  was  out;  and  as  it 
would  have  been  extremely  dangerous  to  at- 
tempt crossing  the  bridge  in  their  face,  the 
troops  already  on  the  west  side  were  called 
back,  and  the  army  moved  rather  higher  up 
the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  understanding  the 
real  situation,  force,  and  designs  of  the  enemy. 

The   next  day,   lord  Comwallis  returned  to 

Philadelphia,  and  general  Washington  crossed    ^^^^ 
the  Schuylkill  in  the  course  of  the  night. 

Here,  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  fir^ 
time  communicated  to  his  army  in  general 
orders,  the  manner  in  which  he  designed  to 
dispose  of  them  during  the  winter.  He  ex- 
pressed the  strongest  approbation  of  their  past 
conduct,  presented  them  with  an  encouraging 
state  of  the  future  prospects  of  their  country, 
exhorted  them  to  bear  with  continuing  fortitude 
Jdie  hardships  inseparable  from  the  position 
they  were  abotit  to  take,  and  endeavoured  to 
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cHAP^vi.  convince  their  judgments  that  those  hardships 
1777,    were  not  imposed  on  them  by  unfeeling  caprice, 
but  were  necessary  for  the  public  good. 

The  winter  had  for  some  time  set  in  with  great 

severity,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  army  were 

extreme.     In  a  very  few  days,  however,  these 

Gdieni       sufferings  were  considerably  diminished  by  the 

Shinto     erection  of  huts  made  of  logs  and  filled  in  with 

winter  °  ^ 

^^2^;;^^  mortar,  which,  after  being  dned  with  fires, 
formed  comfortable  habitations,  and  gave  con- 
tent to  men  long  unused  to  the  conveniencies 
of  life.  The  order  of  a  regular  encampment 
was  observed,  and  nothing  evidenced  the  army 
to  be  in  winter  quarters,  but  the  substitution 
of  huts  for  tents. 

The  same  care  to  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the  enemy  and  the  country  was  mani- 
fested, and  the  same  means  employed  to  efkot 
that  object,  which  had  been  used  in  the  most 
active  part  of  the  campaign.  One  division  com- 
manded by  general  Smallwood,  was  detached 
to  Wilmington,  and  directed,  with  the  aid  of 
the  militia,  to  guard  that  part  of  the  Delaware; 
colonel  Morgan  was  placed  on  the  lines  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  to  prevent  the 
people  of  the  country  from  carrying  provisions 
to  the  market  in  Philadelphia;  and  general 
Armstrong,  with  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  was 
stationed  near  the  old  camp  at  White  marsh, 
for  the  same  object.  To  assist  in  these  duties, 
major  Jameson,  with  two  troops  of  cavalry,  was 
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directed  to  ^guard  the  east,  and  captain  Lee  caiAp.vi, 
with  his  troop,  the  west  side  of  the  river.  Ge-  1777. 
neral  count  Pulaski,  a  Polish  nobleman  who 
had  been  appointed  to  command  the  horse, 
repaired  with  the  residue  of  the  brigade  of 
cavalry  to  Trenton,  where  his  duty  was  to  in- 
struct  and  fit  them  for  the  next  campaign.  The 
vast  importance  of  cavalry  to  an  army  became 
every  day  more  visible,  and  the  commander  in 
chief  determined  to  make  great  efforts  to  ren- 
der that  part  of  his  force  more  efficient. 

While  these  dispositions  were  made  to  ren- 
der Philadelphia  an  inconvenient  station  to  the 
enemy,  the  main  army  was  so  situated  as  to 
receive  regular  and  prompt  intelligence  of  any 
movements  which  might  be  made  in  force,  and 
a  bridge  was  thrown  over  the  Schuylkill  to 
facilitate  its  operations  on  the  east  side  of  that 
river. 

The  islands  above  the  mouth  of  Derby  creek 
produce  an  immense  quantity  of  hay,  great 
part  of  which  still  remained  on  them.  While 
the  army  lay  on  the  east  side  of  the  Schuylkill, 
this  forage  seems  to  have  been  considered  by 
the  enemy  as  entirely  secure.  To  destroy 
it,  since  it  was  impossible  to  remove  it  to  a 
place  of  safety,  and  thereby  compel  the  enemy 
to  forage  at  a  distance  in  the  country,  was  the 
first  object  with  general  Washington  after 
crossing  the  river ;  and  while  the  troops  were  ^_^,._^ 
yet  hutting  he  directed  general  Potter,  then  on    p^"- 
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CHAF.VL  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  colonel 
irrr,    Morgan,  to  effect  it.     Very  early  in  the  mom- 

ing  after  these  orders  had  been  given,    sir 

Pec  a,  William  Howe  marched  out  in  full  force,  and 
encamped  between  Derby  and  the  middle  ferry, 
so  as  completely  to  cover  the  idands,  while  a 
foraging  party  took  possession  of  the  hay  and 
removed  it. 

It  was  intended  to  disturb  thb  operation, 
and  orders  were  given  to  put  the  army  in  mo- 
tion  for  that  purpose,  when  the  alarming  fact 
in^as  disclosed,  that  the  commissary's  stores 
were  entirely  exhausted,  and  that  the  last  ration 
had  been  delivered  and  consumed. 

Accustomed  as  were  the  Continental  troops 
to  privations  of  every  sort,  this  was  not  a  time 
to  move  them  against  the  enemy.  In  a  desert 
which  supplies  not  the  means  of  subsistence, 
or  in  a  garrison  where  food  is  unattainable, 
courage,  patriotism,  and  habits  of  discipline, 
enable  the  soldier,  in  a  degree  which  astonishes 
the  world,  to  conquer  wants  which  would  be 
deemed  invincible.  But  to  perish  in  a  country 
abounding  with  provisions,  requires  something 
more  than  fortitude;  nor  can  soldiers  readily 
compreheiid  any  combination  of  causes,  unless 
there  be  some  sudden  and  apparent  accident, 
which  in  such  a  situation  may  witMiokl  from 
them  their  usual  supplies.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
surprising,  that  among  a  few  of  the  troops, 
some  indications  of  a  mutiny  appeared.    It  is 
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perhaps  mnch  more  astonishing,  that  the  great  chap.ti. 
body  of  the  army  bore  without  a  murmur,  this    1777. 
stoppage  of  their  food,  to  them  so  unaccount- 
able. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  fact,  gene- 
ral Washington  immediately  ordered  the  coun- 
try  to  be  scoured,  and  provisions  to  be  seized 
wherever  found,  to  supply  the  pressing  wants 
of  the  moment.  In  the  mean-time,  only  light 
parties  could  be  detached  to  harass  the  enemy 
about  Derby,  where  sir  William  Howe,  with 
his  accustomed  circumspection,  kept  his  army 
so  compact,  and  his  4roops  so  within  the  lines, 
that  an  opportunity  was  very  seldom  afforded, 
even  to  the  vigilance  of  Morgan  and  Lee,  in 
any  degree  to  annoy  him;  and  after  completing 
his  forage,  he  returned,  with  very  inconsiderable 
loss,  into  Philadelphia. 

That  the  American  army,  while  the  value  still 
retained  by  paper  money  placed  ample  funds  in 
the  hands  of  government,  should,  in  the  midst 
of  a  state  so  abounding  with  provisions  as 
Pennsylvania,  be  disabled  by  the  absolute  want 
of  food,  from  performing  any  of  its  duties,  is 
one  of  those  extraordinary  facts,  which  cannot 
fail  to  excite  some  degree  of  attention. 

Very  early  in  the  war,  the  office  of  commis- 
sary general  had  been  conferred  on  colonel 
Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  a  gentleman  whose 
talents,  activity,  and  zeal,  fitted  him  well  for 
that  important  station.   Yet,  firom  the  difficulty 
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cHAP.vL  perhaps  of  arranging  in  its  commoicement, 
1777.    without  the  advantages  of  experience,  so  com- 
plicated a  department,  complaints  were  repeat- 
edly made  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  supplies* 

Defect!  in tbe  It  was  oftcn  allcc^ed  that  the  army  was  on  the 
point  of  suffering  for  provisions,  that  its  move- 
ments were  embarrassed  by  that  cause,  and  it 
was,  in  particular,  believed  that  to  the  want  of 
salt  meat,  of  vinegar,  and  of  vegetables,  was, 
in  a  very  great  degree,  to  be  attributed  that 
uncommon  mortality,  which,  much  more  than 
the  sword  of  the  enemy,  had  thinned  its  ranks. 
The  subject  was  taken  up  by  congress,  but 
unfortunately  the  remedy  they  administered, 
from  the  time  of  its  application,  as  well  as  from 
the  ingredients  of  which  it  was  composed, 
served  only  to  increase  the  disease. 

They  indeed  directed  vegetables  and  vinegar 
to  be  purchased,  but  their  system  was  not 
completed  until  near  midsummer;  and  then  its 
arrangements  were  such,  that  colonel  Trumbull 
refused  to  accept  the  office  assigned  to  him, 
and  new  men  were  to  be  called  into  service,  at 
a  time  when  the  strongest  necessity  existed  for 
retaining  in  the  department  those  who  under- 
stood, in  all  its  modifications,  the  plan  of  sup- 
plies for  the  campaign.  The  principle  adopted 
in  the  new  arrangement,  which  expelled  colonel 
Trumbull  from  the  service,  if  an  error,  is  one 
which  an  assembly,  .  without  that  practical 
knowledge  which  is  drawn  from  experience, 
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will  ever  be  much  inclined  to  commit.    It  was  qiap.vi. 
a  creation,  in  some  of  the  subordinate  officers,    1777. 
of  an  independence  on  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  an  immediate  aiid  direct  dependence 
on  congress.     In  addition  to  the  commissary 
of  purchases   and  a  commissary   general  of 
issues,  each  to  be  appointed  by  congress,  tlie 
new  plan  contemplated  four  deputies  in  each 
department,  who  were  also  to  be  appointed  by 
the  same  body,  and  were  not  removable  by  the 
head  of  the  department,  but  might  be  suspended 
and  accused  before  congress,  who  should  then 
examine  the  charge,   and  either  remove  the 
accused  individual  from  his  office  or  restore 
him  to  it. 

This  itnperium  in  imperio^  erected  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in 
qhief,  effectually  drove  colonel  Trumbull  from 
the  army.  In  his  letter  to  congress  dated  the 
19th  of  July  1777,  stating  his  reasons  for  de- 
clining the  commission  of  commissary  general 
of  purchases,  which  was  offered  him,  he  says, 
"  in  my  humble  opinion  the  head  of  every  de- 
partment ought  to  have  the  control  of  it.  In 
this  establishment,  an  imperium  in  imperio  is 
created.  If  I  consent  to  act,  I  must  be  at  con- 
tinual  variance  with  the  whole  department,  and 
of  course  be  in  continual  hot  water.  I  must 
turn  accuser,  and  be  continually  applying  to 
congress,  and  attending  with  witnesses  to  sup- 
port my  charges:  or,  I  must  sit  down  in  ease 
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CHAP.  VI.  and  quiet,  let  the  deputies  do  as  they  like,  and 
1777-  enjoy  a  sinecure.  The  first  situation  I  cannot 
think  of;.... the  last  I  never  ,will  accept.  It 
never  shall  be  said  I  was  the  first  American 
pensioner.  I  am  willing  to  do  and  su£Fer  for 
my  country,  and  its  cause;  but  I  cannot  sacri- 
fice my  honour  and  my  principles.  I  can  by 
no  means  consent  to  act  under  a  regulation 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  never  answer  the 
purpose  intended  by  congress  nor  supply  the 
army  as  it  should  be. 

"  I  must  beg  congress  to  appoint  some  person 
in  my  place  as  soon  as  may  be,  until  then,  I 
will  continue  to  furnish  the  army  as  heretofore." 
Congress  persisted  in  their  system;  and  the 
efiects  of  deranging  in  the  midst  of  a  campaign 
so  important  a  department  as  that  must  be  which 
feeds  the  troops,  were  not  long  in  unfolding 
themselves. 

In  every  military  division  of  the  continent, 
loud  complaints  were  made  of  the  deficiency 
of  supplies.  The  success  of  Gates  appears  to 
have  been  more  endangered  by  this  cause,  than 
by  the  movement  of  sir  Henry  Clinton  up  the 
Hudson.  The  army  under  general  Washington 
was  often  greatly  embarrassed,  and  his  move- 
ments not  unfrequently  suspended  by  the  want 
of  provisions.    The  present  absolute  failure  of 

Dbtreasof   all  suppIy  was  preceded,  for  a  few  days,  by  the 

army  at™^  issuing  of  mcat  absolutely  unfit  to  be  eaten. 

Valley  Forge  '-'  ,  •' 

&riirovisioiu  Representations  on  this  subject  were  made  to 
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the  commander  in  chief,  who,  on  the  morning  chap,  vl 
that  the  enemy  actually  moved  out  to  Derby,    irrr. 
and  before  intelligence  of  that  movement  had 
been  received,  communicated  the  representa- 
tions  to  congress. 

"  It  is,"  said  he,  **  with  infinite  pain  and  con-  gjg*^"**- 
cem,  that  I  transmit  congress  the  enclosed  f^^ 
copies  of  sundry  letters  respecting  the  state  of  ^  dSf 
the  commissary^s  department.  In  these,  mat-  **** 
ters  are  not  exaggerated.  I  do  not  know  from 
what  cause  this  alarming  deficiency,  or  rather 
total  failure  of  supplies  arises;  but  unless  more 
vigorous  exertions,  and  better  regulations  take 
place  in  that  line,  and  immediately,  this  army 
must  dissolve.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power 
by  remonstrating,  by  writing  to,  by  ordering 
the  commissaries  on  this  head,  from  time  to 
time,  but  without  any  good  effect,  or  obtaining 
more  than  a  present  scanty  relief.  Owing  to 
this,  the  march  of  the  army  has  been  delayed 
on  more  than  one  interesting  occasion,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  campaign;  and  had  a 
body  of  the  enemy  crossed  Schuylkill  this 
morning  as  I  had  reason  to  expect  from  the 
intelligence  I  received  at  four  o'clock  last  night, 
the  divisions  which  I  ordered  to  be  in  readiness 
to  march  and  meet  them,  could  not  have 
moved.'' 

Congress  had,  by  a  resolution  of  the  17th  of 
September,  which  was  continued  in  November, 
authorized  the  commander  in  chief  to  seize 
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cHAP.vL  provisions  necessary  for  the  use  of  his  army, 
1777.    within  seventy  miles  of  head  -quarters;   and 
either  to  pay  for  them  in  money,  or  in  certifi- 
cates, for  the  redemption  of  .which,  the  faith  of 
Tiicanny    thc  United  States  was  pledged.     This  service 
^^*     was  commonly  performed  by  the  staflF  of  the 
JS!^      army,  who  seldom  diminished  the  odium  of 
the  measure,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
executed.  '  A  circumstance  which  contributed 
to  render  it  still  more  obnoxious  was,  that  the 
supplies  of  money,  were  seldom  sufficient  to 
take  up  these  certificates  when  presented;  and 
the  fiirmer  whose  property  had  been  seized, 
often  found  himself  compelled,  after  a  long 
attendance,  to  return  without  receiving  pay- 
ment  for  it.     General  Washington's  remon- 
strances on  this  subject  had  never  been  suffi- 
ciently attended  to,  and  the  supplies  of  money 
continued  to  be  irregular. 

In  the  mean-time,  the  provisions  carried 
into  Philadelphia  were  paid  for  in  specie  at  a 
good  price.  The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  were  by  no  means  unanimous,  or 
zealous  in  support  of  the  war ;  and  the  differ- 
ence between  a  prompt  payment  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  a  certificate  of  which  the  value  was 
often  diminished  by  depreciation,  before  the 
money  could  be  received  on  it,  was  too  great, 
snot  to  influence,  very  considerably,  their  wishes 
and  their  conduct.  Their  patriotism  could  not 
resist  the  temptation;  and  notwithstanding  the 
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dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  the  chap.vl 
rigorous  laws  enacted  against  the  practice,  and  1777. 
the  vigilance  used  by  the  troops  stationed  on 
the  lines,  their  utmost  dexterity  was  employed 
in  concealing  their  provisions  from  those  who 
were  to  impress  for  the  army,  and  conveying 
them  privately  into  Philadelphia. 

The  seizures  made  produced  great  irritation 
and  disgust,  and  rendered  the  cause  still  more 
unpopular  with  those  who  were  not  predisposed 
to  make  the  greatest  sacrifices  for  its  support. 
General  Washington  was  under  very  consider- 
able apprehensions  of  the  ill  effects  which  might 
be  produced  by  this  violent  proceeding,  and 
exercised  with  some  caution  the  powers  con- 
fided to  him.  He  was  not  disposed  to  strip  the 
inhabitants  of  what  was  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  families,  and  was  at  all  times  more 
inclined  to  obtain  provisions  by  fair  contract, 
than  by  force.  He  felt  some  difficulty  too  in 
employing  the  military  in  compelling  the  peo- 
ple to  give-  up  their  property  and  was  much 
more  disposed  to  procure  the  intervention  of 
the  civil  authority.  Notwithstanding  the  re- 
luctance with  which  he  exercised  the  powers 
confided  to  him,,  he  did  exercise  them,  and^by 
these  means  considerable  supplies  were  ac- 
quired; but  congress  appeared  as  much  dissa- 
tisfied with  the  supposed  lenity  as  the  people 
were  with  the  rigour  of  the  commander  in  chief 
in  consequence  of  which,  as  the  demand  greatly 
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cHAJ.v^  exceeded  the  supply,  the  subject  was  taken  up, 
irrr.  the  forbearance  of  the  general  disapproved  of, 
Pec'^O'  and  at  the  same  time,  instructions  were  given 
for  the  rigorous  exertion  in  future  of  his  powers 
to  seize.  In  reply  to  the  letter  communicating 
these  resolves,  the  general  stated  the  conduct 
he  had  observed,  insisted  that  provisions  had 
been  taken  very  extensively,  and  at  the  same 
time  repeated  his  opinion,  that  such  measures 
would  be  much  more  readily  submitted  to  if 
executed  by  the  civil  authority,  than  when 
they  appeared  to  flow  entirely  from  the  military. 
In  obedience,  however,  to  the  will  of  congress 
he  issued  a  proclamation,  calling  on  the  far- 
mers within  seventy  miles  of  head  quarters  to 
thresh  out  the  one  half  of  their  grain  by  the 
first  of  February,  and  the  residue  by  the  first 
of  March,  under  the  penalty  of  having  the 
whole  seized  as  straw. 

The  success  of  this  experiment  for  subsisting 
the  army  entirely  by  impressments,  did  not 
correspond  with  the  wishes  of  congress.  In- 
dependent  of  the  uncertainty  attending  supplies 
extracted  daily  by  force  from  an  unwilling 
people  for  the  use  of  the  moment,  the  procedure 
'  was  attended  with  the  pernicious  and  dange- 
rous consequences  which  had  been  foreseen  by 
the  general,  and  to  avoid  which,  he  had  con- 
sidered  this  system  as  a  dernier  resort,  of  which 
he  was  only  to  avail  himself,  when  the  danger 
that  the  property  would  fall  into  the  hands  of 
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the  enemy  was  apparent,  or  the  necessity  so  chap,  vi. 
urgent  as  to  render  it  indispensable.  In  answer  irrr. 
to  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  stating  that 
congress  would  take  measures  for  correcting 
the  abuses  in  the  commissary  department,  but 
that  for  the  present,  it  was  absolutely  neces* 
sary  to  continue  to  support  the  army  by  force, 
he  said,  ^^  I  shall  use  every  exertion  that  may 
be  expedient  and  practicable  for  subsisting  the 
army  and  keeping  it  together;  but  I  must 
observe  that  this  never  can  be  done  by  coercive 
means.  Supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing, 
must  be  had  in  another  way,  or  it  cannot  exist. 
The  small  seizures  that  were  made  of  the  for- 
mer,  some  days  ago,  in  consequence  of  the 
most  pressing  and  urgent  necessity,. ...when 
the  alternative  was  to  do  that  or  dissolve.... 
excited  the  greatest  alarm  and  uneasiness 
imaginable,  even  among  some  of  our  best  and 
warmest  friends.  Such  procedures  may  relieve 
for  an  instant,  but  eventually,  will  prove  of 
the  most  pernicious  consequences.  Besides 
spreading  disaffection  and  jealousy  among  the 
people,  they  never  fail,  even  in  the  most 
veteran  armies  under  the  most  rigid  and  exact 
discipline,  to  raise  in  the  soldiery  a  disposition 
to  licentiousness,  plunder,  and  robbery,  which 
it  has  ever  been  found  exceeding  difficult  to 
suppress;  and  which  has  not  only  proved 
ruinous  to  the  inhabitants,  but,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  the  armies  themselves."     To  con- 
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CHAP.  VL  gress,  to  whom  a  similar  letter  was  addressed, 
1777.  he  added,  "  I  regret  the  occasion  which  com- 
pelled us  to  the  measure  the  other  day,  and 
shall  consider  it,  as  among  the  greatest  of  our 
misfortunes,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  prac- 
tising  it  again.  I  am  now  obliged  to  keep  seve- 
ral parties  from  the  army  threshing  grain,  that 
our  supplies  may  not  fail ;  but  this  will  not  do.  ^' 
About  this  time,  a  strong  combination  was 
^ip^*"  forming  against  the  commander  in  chief,  in 
Kj^^J^j^  which  several  members  of  congress,  and  a 
very  few  officers  of  the  army,  are  believed  to 
have  entered. 

The  splendour  with  which  the  capitulation 
at  Saratoga  had  surrounded  the  military  repu- 
tation of  general  Gates,  acquired  some  advo- 
cates for  the  opinion,  that  the  arms  of  America 
Genend      would  bc  morc  fortunatc,    if  that  gentleman 
peed  to  be   should  bc  clcvatcd  to  the  supreme  command. 

concerned  *^ 

?"^  He  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  himself  hostile 
to  the  prevalence  of  such  an  opinion,  and  some 
parts  of  his  conduct  Were  sufficient  to  show 
that,  if  it  did  not  originate  with  him  he  was 
not  among  the  last  to  adopt  it.  He  had  not 
only  omitted  to  communicate  to  general  Wash- 
ington the  successes  of  his  army,  after  the 
victory  of  the  seventh  of  October  had  opened 
to  him  the  prospect  of  finally  destroying  the 
enemy  opposed  to  him;  but  he  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  general  Conway,  in  which 
that  officer  had  expressed  himself  with  great 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  337 

contempt  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  on  chap.  vi. 
the  disclosure   of  this   circumstance   general    1777. 
Gates  had  demanded  the  name  of  the  informer,  corrapond- 

•  -  ,  encc  on  this 

m  a  letter  expressed  m  terms  by  no  Ki^ansjjjjj^^ 
conciliatory,  and  which  was  accompanied  by  *^'*«^"^"*^' 
the  very  extraordinary  circumstance  of  being 
passed  through  congress.* 

The  state  of  Pennsylvania,  too,  chagrined 
at  losing  its  capital,  and  forgetful  of  its  own 
backwardness  in  strengthening  the  army,  which 
had  twice  fought  superior  numbers  in  its  de- 
fence, furnished  many  discontented  individuals, 
who  supposed  it  to  be  the  fault  of  general 
Washington  that  he  had  not,  with  an  army  in- 
ferior  to  that  of  the  enemy  in  numbers,  and  in 
every  equipment,  effected  the  same  result 
which  had  been  produced  in  the  north,  by  a 
Continental  army,  in  itself  much  stronger  than 
its  adversary,  and  so  re-enforced  by  militia  as 
to  amount  to  three  times  the  number  opposed 
to  them.  The  legislature  of  that  state,  on  the 
report  that  general  Washington  was  moving 
into  winter  quarters,  addressed  a  remonstrance 
to  congress  on  the  subject,  which  manifested 
in  very  intelligible  terms,  their  dissatisfaction 
with  the  commander  in  chief.  About  the  same 
time  a  new  board  of  war  was  created,  of  which 
general  Gates  was  appointed  the  president; 
and  general  Mifflin,  who  was  supposed  to  be 

•  See  MtCy  M).  r.  at  the  end  of  tfie  volume. 
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cMAP.vL  also  of  the  party  unfriendly  to  Washington,  was 
irrr.  one  of  its  number.  General  Conway,  who  was 
perhaps  the  only  brigadier  in  the  army  that  had 
joined  this  faction,  was  appointed  inspector 
general,  and  was  elevated  above  brigadiers 
older  than  himself,  to  the  rank  of  major  general* 
There  were  other  evidences  that,  if  the  hold 
which  the  commander  in  chief  had  taken  of  the 
aiFections  and  confidence  of  the  army,  and  of 
the  nation,  could  be  shaken,  the  party  in  con- 
gress which  was  disposed  to  change  their  ge- 
neral, was  far  from  being  contemptible  in  point 
of  numbers.  But  to  loosen  this  hold  was  Im- 
possible. No  better  evidence  of  its  strength 
can  be  given,  than  the  indignation  with  which 
the  idea  of  such  a  change  was  received,  even 
by  the  victorious  troops  who  had  fought  and 
conquered  under  Gates.  Even  the  northern 
army  clung  to  Washington  as  the  saviour  of 
their  country. 

The  machinations  which  were  carrying  on, 
possibly  with  good  intentions,  to  diminish  the 
well  earned  reputation  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  coirld  not  escape  his  notice.  They,  how- 
ever,  made  no  undue  impressions  on  his  steady 
mind,  nor  did  they  in  the  slightest  degree 
change  one  of  his  measures.  His  sensibilities 
seem  rather  to  have  been  those  of  patriotism, 
of  apprehension  for  his  country,  than  of  wounded 
pride.  His  desire  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the 
army  seemed  rather  to  flow  from  the  convic- 
tion that  his  retaining  that  station  would  be 
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useful  to  his  country,  than  from  any  gratifica*  chaf.vl 
tion  his  high  rank  might  furnish  to  ambition.  1777. 
When,  to  hb  private  friends,  he  unbosomed 
himself,  the  feelings  and  sentiments  he  dis- 
closed were  worthy  of  Washington,  They 
were  such  as  evidence  the  purity  of- his  mind^ 
and  Ae  correctness  of  his  judgment.  To  mr. 
Laurens,  the  president  of  congress,  and  his 
private  friend,  who,  in  an  unofficial  letter,  had 
communicated  to  him,  an  anonymous  charge 
laid  before  him,  as  president,  containing  heavy 
accusations  against  the  commander  in  chief,  he 
thus  expressed  himself.  **  I  cannot  sufficiently 
express  the  obligation  I  feel  towards  you,  for 
your  friendship  and  politeness  upon  an  occasion 
in  which  I  am  so  deeply  interested.  I  was  not 
unapprized  that  a  malignant  faction  had  been 
for  some  time  forming  to  my  prejudice,  which, 
conscious  as  I  am  of  having  ever  done  all  in 
my  powei:,to  answer  the  important  purposes  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  me,  could  not  but  give  me 
some  pain  on  a  personal  account:  but  my 
chief  concern  arises  from  an  apprehension  of 
the  dangerous  consequences,  which  intestine 
dissensions  may  produce  to  the  common  cause. 
"As  I  have  no  other  view  than  to  promote  the 
public  good,  and  am  unambitious  of  honours 
not  founded  in  the  approbation  of  my  country, 
I  would  not  desire  in  the  least  degree  to  sup- 
press  a  free  spirit  of  inquiry  into  any  part  of 
my  conduct,  that  even  faction  itself  may  deem 
xx2 
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CHAP.VL  reprehensible.  The  anonymous  paper  handed 
1777.  you,  exhibits  many  serious  charges,  and  it  is 
my  wish  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  congress. 
This  I  am  the  more  inclined  to,  as  the  sup- 
pression,  or  concealment,  may  possibly  involve 
you  in  embarrassments  hereafter,  since  it  is 
uncertain  how  many,  or  who,  may  be  privy  to 
the  contents. 

**  My  enemies  take  an  ungenerous  advantage 
of  me.  They  know  the  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion, and  that  motives  of  policy  deprive  me  of 
the  defence  I  might  otherwise  make  against 
their  insidious  attacks.  They  know,  I  cannot 
combat  their  insinuations,  however  injurious^ 
without  disclosing  secrets,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
moment  to  conceal.  But  why  should  I  expect 
to  be  exempt  from  censure,  the  unfailing  lot 
of  an  elevated  station  ?  Merit  and  talents, 
which  I  cannot  pretend  to  rival,  have  ever 
been  subject  to  it.  My  heart  tells  me  it  has 
been  my  unremitted  aim  to  do  the  best,  which 
circumstances  would  permit ;  yet,  I  may  have 
been  very  often  mistaken  in  my  judgment  of 
the  means,  and  may  in  many  instances  deserve 
the  imputation  of  error."* 

Fortunately  for  America,  the  only  effect  of 
these  combinations  was  to  excite  a  considerable 
degree  of  resentment,  which  was  directed 
entirely  against  those  believed  to  be  engaged 

•  See  Mie,  M.  FL  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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in  them.  While  the  general  was  in  perfect  chap  vi. 
possession  of  the  unfavourable  disposition  of  1777. 
some  members  of  congress  towards  him,  and  p«^^- 
had  just  received  the  memorial  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania  concerning  his  going  into 
winter  quarters,  he  also  discovered  the  failure  in 
the  commissary  department  already  mentioned, 
and  that  there  was  not  on  hand  a  single  pound 
of  meat  for  the  use  of  his  army.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  assumed  a  style  to  which  in  his  letters 
to  congress  he  was  but  little  accustomed,  and 
addressed  that  body  in  terms  of  energy  and 
plainness  he  had  used  on  no  former  occasion, 
but  which  the  present  emergency  seemed  to 
require.  "  Full  as  I  was  in  my  representation 
of  the  matters  in  the  commissary's  department  pecaa. 
yesterday,  fresh  and  more  powerful  reasons 
oblige  me  to  add,  that  I  am  now  convinced 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  unless  some  great  and 
capital  change  suddenly  takes  place  in  that  line, 
this  army  must  inevitably  be  reduced  to  one 
or  other  of  these  three  things,  to  starve,  dis-  . 
solve,  or  disperse  in  order  to  obtain  subsist- 
ence. Rest  assured,  sir,  that  this  is"  not  an 
exaggerated  picture,  and  that  I  have  abundant 
reason  to  suppose  what  I  say. 

"  Saturday  afternoon,  receiving  information 
that  the  enemy,  in  force,  had  left  the  city  and 
were  advancing  towards  Derby  with  apparent 
design  to  forage,  and,  draw  subsistence  from  . 
that  part  of  the  country,  I  ordered  the  troops 
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^"^"^  to  be  in  readiness  that  I  might  give  every  c^. 
^'^U'  position  in  my  power;  when,  to  my  great 
mortiBcation,  I  was  not  only  informed,  but 
convinced,  that  the  men  were  tmable  to  stir  on 
account  of  a  want  of  provisions;  and  that  a  dan- 
gerous  mutiny,  begun  the  night  before,  and 
which  with  difficulty  was  suppressed  by  the  spi- 
rited exertions  of  some  officers,  was  still  much 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  want  of  this  article. 
^^  This  brought  forth  the  only  commissary 
in  the  purchasing  line  in  this  camp,  and  with 
him,  this  melancholy  and  alarming  truth,  that  he 
had  not  a  single  hoof  of  any  kind  to  slaughter, 
and  not  more  than  twenty- five  barrels  of  flour! 
From  hence,  form  an  opinion  of  our  situation, 
when  I  add,  that  he  could  not  tell  when  to 
expect  any. 

"  All  I  could  do  under  these  circumstances, 
was  to  send  out  a  few  light  parties  to  watch 
and  harass  the  enemy,  whilst  other  parties 
were  instantly  detached  different  ways  to  col- 
lect, if  possible,  as  much  provision  as  would 
satisfy  the  present  pressing  wants  of  the  sol- 
diery; but  will  this  answer?  no,  sir,  three 
of  four  days  of  bad  weather  would  prove  our 
destruction.  What  then  is  to  become  of  the 
army  this  winter  ?  and  if  we  are  now  as  often 
without  provisions  as  with  them,  what  is  to 
become  of  us  in  the  spring,  when  our  force 
will  be  collected,  with  the  aid,  perhaps,  of 
militia,  to  take  advantage  of  an  early  campaign 
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before  the  enemy  can  be  re-enforped  ?  These  chap.vjl 
are  considerations  of  great  magnitude,  merit-  irrr. 
ing  the  closest  attention,  and  will,  when  my 
own  reputation  is  so  intimately  connected  with, 
and  to  be  affected  by  the  event,  justify  my 
saying,  that  the  present  commissaries  are  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  execution  of  the  office^ 
or  that  the  disaffection  of  the  people  is  past  all 
belief.  The  misfortune,  however,  does  in  my 
opinion  proceed  from  both  causes,  and  though 
I  have  been  tender  heretofore  of  giving  any 
opinion,  or  of  lodging  complaints,  as  the 
change  in  that  department  took  place  contrary 
to  my  judgment,  and  the  consequences  thereof 
were  predicted;  yet  finding  that  the  inacti- 
vity of  the  army,  whether  for  want  of  provi- 
sions, clothes,  or  other  essentials,  is  charged 
to  my  account,  not  only  by  the  common  vul- 
gar, but  by  those  in  power,  it  is  time  to  speak 
plain  in  exculpation  of  myself.  With  truth 
then  I  can  declare,  tliat  no  man,  in  my  opinion 
ever  had  his  measures  more  impeded  than  I 
have,  by  every  department  of  the  army.  Since 
the  month  of  July,  we  have  had  no  assistance 
from  the  quarter  master  general;  and  to  want 
of  assistance  from  this  department,  the  com- 
missary general  charges  great  part  of  his  defi-  • 
ciency.  To  this  I  am  to  add,  that  notwith- 
standing it  is  a  standing  order  (and  often  re- 
peated) that  the  troops  shall  always  have  two 
days  provision  by  them,  that  they  might  be 
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cHAP.vL  ready  at  any  sudden  call ;  yet  scarcely  any  op- 
irrr.  portunity  has  ever  oflTered  of  taking  advantage 
of  the  enemy,  that  has  not  been  either  totally 
obstructed,  or  greatly  impeded  on  this  account : 
and  this,  the  great  and  crying  evil,  is  not  all; 
soap,  vinegar,  and  other  articles  allowed  by- 
congress,  we  see  none  of,  nor  have  we  seen 
them,  I  believe,  since  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  The  first,  indeed,  we  have  now  little 
occasion  for ;  few  men  having  more  than  one 
^J5^*|^  shirt,  many,  only  the  moiety  of  one,  and  some, 
JJXir  none  at  all.  In  addition  to  which,  as  a  proof 
of  the  little  benefit  from  a  clothier  general,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  as  a  further  proof  of  the  ina- 
.bility  of  an  army  under  the  circumstances  of 
this,  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  soldiers 
(besides  a  number  of  men  confined  to  hospitals 
for  want  of  shoes,  and  others  in  farmers  houses 
on  the  same  account)  we  have,  by  a  field 
return  this  day  made,  no  less  than  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  men,  now 
in  camp,  unfit  for  duty,  because  they  are  bare- 
foot, and  otherwise  naked.  By  the  same 
return,  it  appears  that  our  whole  strength  in 
continental  troops  (including  the  eastern  bri- 
gades which  have  joined  us  since  the  surrender 
of  general  Burgoyne)  exclusive^  of  the  Mary- 
land troops  sent  to  Wilmington,  amounts  to 
no  more  than  eight  thousand  two  hundred  in 
camp,  fit  for  duty;  notwithstanding  which,  and 
that  since  the  fourth  instant,  our  number  fit 
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for  duty,  from  the  hardships  and  exposures  chap,  vl 
they  have  undergone,  particularly  from  the  irrr. 
want  of  blankets,  have  decreased  near  two 
thousand  men,  we  find  gentlemen,  without 
knowing  whether  the  army  was  really  going 
into  winter  quarters  or  not,  (for  I  am  sure  no 
resolution  of  mine  would  warrant  the  remon- 
strance)  reprobating  the  measure  as  much  as 
if  they  thought  the  soldiers  were  made  of 
stocks,  or  stones,  and  equally  insensible  of 
frost  and  snow;  and  moreover,  as  if  they  con- 
ceived it  easily  practicable  for  an  inferior  army, 
under  the  disadvantages  I  have  described  ours 
to  be,  which  is  by  no  means  exaggerated,  to 
confine  a  superior  one,  in  all  respects  well  ap- 
pointed,  and  provided  for  a  winter's  campaign, 
within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  cover 
from  depredation  and  waste,  the  states  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Jersey,  &c.  But  what  makes  this 
matter  still  more  extraordinary  in  my  eye  is, 
that  these  very  gentlemen,  who  were  well  ap- 
prized  of  the  nakedness  of  the  troops,  from 
ocular  demonstration,  who  thought  their  own 
soldiers  worse  clad  than  others,  and  advised 
me,  near  a  month  ago,  to  postpone  the  execu- 
tion  of  a  plan  I  was  about  to  adopt,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  resolve  of  congress,  for  seizing 
clothes,  under  strong  assurances,  that  an  ample 
supply  would  be  collected  in  ten  days,  agreeably 
to  a  decree  of  the  state,  not  one  article  of 
which,  by  the  by,  is  yet  come  to  hand,  should 
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CHAP>VL  think  a  winter's  campaign,  and  the  covering 
irrr.  these  states  from  the  invasion  of  an  enemy,  so 
easy  and  practicable  a  business.  I  can  assure 
those  gentlemen,  that  it  is  a  much  easier  and 
less  distressing  thing  to  draw  remonstrances  in 
a  comfortable  room,  by  a  good  fire  side,  than 
to  occupy  a  cold  bleak  hill,  and  sleep  under 
frost  and  snow  without  clothes  or  blankets: 
however,  although  they  seem  to  have  little 
feeling  for  the  naked  and  distressed  soldiers,  I 
fell  superabundantly  for  them,  and  from  my 
soul,  pity  those  miseries  which  it  is  not  in  my 
power  either  to  relieve  or  to  prevent." 

The  statement  made  by  the  general,  in  the 
letter  just  recited,  of  the  want  of  clothes  and 
blankets,  was  by  no  means  highly  coloured. 
Neither  the  bodies  nor  the  feet  of  his  soldiers, 
were  protected  from  the  frosts  and  cold  of  the 
inclement  season  into  which  the  campaign  had 
been  extended.  After  being  exposed  through 
the  day  to  the  rigours  of  winter,  night  afforded 
no  relief.  A  warm  blanket  was  a  luxury  in 
which  very  few  participated. 

The  situation  of  the  army  in  this  respect  did 
not  arise  from  the  inattention,  or  neglect  of 
<^ongress.  Measures  had  been  very  early  taken 
for  the  importation  of  clothes,  but,  from  the 
variety  of  accidents  to  which  they  were  exposed 
and  the  great  difficulties  attending  their  execu- 
tion, they  had  not  yet  produced  the  effect  which 
had  been  expected  from  them.     A  clothier 
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general  had  also  been  appointed  with  deputies  chap.vi. 
in  the  several  states,  but  his  collections  had  irrr. 
been  very  inconsiderable.  The  state  govern- 
ments had  been  earnestly  applied  to  for  an  im- 
mediate supply,  and  extensive  powers  over 
individual  property  had  been  given  to  the  com- 
mander  in  chief;  but  the  exercise  of  these 
powers  was  beyond  measure  odious,  and  the 
subject  on  which  they  could  act,  had  been 
greatly  diminished  by  the  unfortunate  non- im- 
portation agreements  which  preceded  the  war; 
by  the  immense  difficulties  attending  commerce 
since  its  commencement ;  by  the  loss  of  several 
of  the  great  seaport  towns,  which  were  in  pos- 
session  of  the  enemy;  and  by  the  individual 
consumption  of  such  articles  as  were  in  the 
country. ..a  consumption  far  exceeding  the 
supply  as  yet  drawn  from  domestic  manufac- 
tures. 

In  the  eastern  country,  where  the  seacoast 
was  too  extensive  to  be  completely  guarded, 
and  where  the  people  were  more  inx^Iined  to 
maritime  enterprise,  supplies  both  of  arms  and 
clothes  were  attainable  in  a  much  more  con- 
siderable degree  than  in  the  middle  states. 
Their  respective  governments  were  not  entirely 
inattentive  to  the  wants  of  their  troops,  conse- 
quently, the  men  from  New  England,  though 
by  no  means  properly  clad,  did  not  suffer  to 
the  same  degree  with  those  from  states  less 
fortunately  circumstanced.  But  from  the  large 
Yy  2 
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CHAP.VL  sums  of  money  eiqpended  in  that  country  for 
irrr.  the  support  of  the  army,  and  perhaps  in  conse- 
.quence  of  their  more  successful  commercial 
operations,  depreciation  had  been  much  more 
rapid  in  New  England  than  in  the  southern,  or 
even  in  the  middle  states,  and  a  consequent 
high  nominal  value  was. placed  on  imported 
articles.  Whether  the  real  course  of  depreci- 
ation justified  the  prices  at  which  merchants 
held  their  goods,  or  an  augmentation  of  price 
had  been  occasioned  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
distresses  of  the  army,  congress  deemed  the 
terms  on  which  some  large  contracts  had  been 
made  by  the  deputy  clothier  general,  in  Mas- 
sachussetts,  so  exorbitant,  as  to  forbid  their 
execution.  They  at  the  same  time  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  state  government,  requesting 
that  the  goods  should  be  seized  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  at  prices  to  be  fixed  by  the  state 
legislature,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
22d  of  November,  recommending  that  mea- 
sure. 

These  recommendations  from  congress,  so 
far  as  they  exhorted  the  stores  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  soldiers,  were  strongly  supported 
by  the  remonstrances  of  the  general.  In  his 
letters  to  the  several  governors  of  states,  he 
represented  the  very  existence  of  the  army,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  contest,  as  depending 
on  their  exertions  in  this  respect.  In  a  circu- 
lar letter,  he  says,  "no  pains,  no  efibrts  on  the 
part  of  the  states  can  be  too  great  for  this  pur- 
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pose.     It  is  not  easy  to  give  you  a  just  and  chap.vl 
Accurate  idea  of  the  sufferings  of  the  army  at    1777. 
large,  and  the  loss  of  men  on  this  account. 
Were  they  to  be  minutely  detailed,  your  feel- 
ings would  be  wounded,  and  the  relation  would, 
probably,  be  not  received,   without  a  degree 
of  doubt  and  discredit.     We  had  in  camo  on 
the  23d  instant,  (December)  by  a  fi( 
then  taken,  not  less  than  two  thousi 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  men  unfit 
by  reason  of  their  being  barefoot,  a 
wise  naked.   Besides  this  number,  si 
distressing   of  itself,  there   are   mai  ^ 
detained  in  hospitals,  and  crowded  into  farmers 
houses,  for  the  same  causes.     The  care  and 
attention  of  the  states  will,  I  flatter  myself,  be 
in  a  most  particular  manner  directed  to  the 
supply  of  shoes,  stockings,  and  blankets;  as 
the  expenditure  of  those  articles  is,  from  the 
common  operations  and  accidents  of  war,  far 
greater  than  of  any  others.     In  a  word,  the 
united  and  respective  exertions  of  the  states 
cannot  be  too  great,  too  vigorous  in  this  inter-  / 

esting  work,  and  we  shall  never  have  a  fair 
and  just  prospect  of  success,  until  our  troops 
(officers  and  soldiers)  shall  be  better  provided 
for,  than  they  are,  or  have  been.'* 

The  various  exertions  made  in  every  direc-  . 
tion,  at  length  produced,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
effect  desired;  and  in  no  subsequent  winter 
were  the  sufferings  of  the  troops  comparable 
to  those  sustained  in  the  winter  of  1777... 8. 
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GHAP.vi.      The  uncommon  proportion  of  sick  in  the 

1777.  American  army  has  often  been  noticed,  and 
the  causes  to  which  that  calamity  might  be 
attributed  assigned.  Their  food  was  not  adapted 
to  their  habits,  and  to  the  climate.  Perhaps 
from  the  extreme  scarcity  and  dearness  of  the 
article,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salted  provisions 
was  not  mingled  with  the  rations  delivered  to 
them.  Vinegar  was  very  inadequately  supplied, 
and,  for  a  considerable  time,  vegetables  were 
scarcely  known  in  camp.  Great  exertions 
were  made  by  the  general  to  correct  these  im- 
proprieties, but  their  correction  was  a  labour 
of  infinite  difficulty,  slow  in  its  progress,  and 
essentially  affected  by  the  unfortunate  derange* 
ments  made  by  congress  in  the  commissary 
department.  This  cause  was  unquestionably 
of  extensive  operation,  but  the  want  of  tents  for 
the  summer,  and  of  clothes  for  the  winter,  was 
perhaps  still  more  so.  Eveiji  those  not  returned 
unfit  for  duty  were  in  general  so  wretchedly 
clad,  that  they  were  by  no  means  in  a  fit  condi- 
tion  for  the  hard  service  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  performing.  The  hospitals  were 
therefore  unusually  crowded  with  sick,  and 
were  unfortunately  so  ill  supplied,  that  from 
thence,  a  very  unusual  number  were  conducted 

.  to  the  grave. 

1778.  In  a  letter  to  governor  Livingston  on  this 
subject,  general  Washington  observed,  ^*  I  sin- 
cerely feel  for  the  unhappy  condition  of  our 
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poor  fellows  in  the  hospitals,  and  wish  my  chap.vl 
powers  to  relieve  them  were  equal  to  my  incli-  1777. 
nation.  It  is  but  too  melancholy  a  truth,  that 
our  hospital  stores  of  every  kind  are  lamentably 
scanty  and  deficient.  I  fear  there  is  no  pros- 
pect  of  their  being  soon  in  a  better  condition. 
Our-  difficulties  and  distresses  are  certainly 
great,  and  such  as  wound  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity....our  sick,  naked!. ...our  well,  naked!.... 
our  unfortunate  men  in  captivity,  naked!" 

These  distressing  circumstances  tended 
greatly  to  diminish  the  army,  but  they  were 
not  the  only  causes  in  operation,  which  were 
productive  of  that  effect.  The  calamities  pro- 
duced by  short  inlistments  were  not,  even  yet, 
entirely  exhausted.  Several  of  the  states,  find- 
ing  it  impracticable  to  recruit  the  quotas 
assigned  to  them,  had  in  some  degree  supplied 
the  deficiency  by  drafts  to  serve  for  the  year. 
Their  terms  of  service  were  now  expiring, 
and  no  hope  existed  of  retaining  them  for  a 
longer  time. 

It  was  also  found  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
from  the  militia*  either  of  Pennsylvania  or 
Delaware,  the  small  aids  which,  during  the 
winter,  were  expected  or  required  from  them. 

To  prevent  the  country  people  from  going 
into  Philadelphia,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  supplying  the  market  by  that 
route,  was  the  duty  assigned  to  the  militia  of 
Pennsylvania,  assisted  by  major  Jameson  with 
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cHAPv-  two  troops  of  cavalry;  and  the  state  had  been 
1778.  required  to  keep  one  thousand  men  constantly 
in  service  for  that  purpose.  For  a  time,  this 
number  was  kept  up,  and  the  expected  service 
performed  under  general  Potter,  a  very  active 
and  vigilant  militia  officer;  but  the  state  began 
soon  to  relax  in  supplying  the  men  required; 
and,  instead  of  one  thousand,  their  numbers 
were  often  less  than  one  hundred,  and  of  con- 
sequence,^  the  roads  were  seldom  sufficiently 
guarded. 

To  anti<^ipate  general  Howe,  who  it  was 
understood  had  contemplated  a  post  at  Wil- 
mington, general  Smallwood  was  detached  to 
that  place ;  and  as  fears  were  entertained  that 
an  attempt  might  be  made  to  dislodge  him,  the 
militia  of  that  state  were  directed  to  re-enforcc 
him;  but  these  directions  seem  to  have  been 
entirely  disregarded. 

In  the  mean-time  the  Continental  army  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  supply  these  deficiencies. 
They  were  assiduously  employed  in  erecting 
their  huts,  completing  the  bridge  over  the 
Schuylkill,  and  fortifying  their  camp;  a  work 
of  great  a^d  pressing  necessity,  but  which  un- 
avoidably experienced  considerable  delays  in 
consequence  of  the  great  proportion  of  the 
soldiers  rendered  incapable  of  labour  in  the 
open  air,  by  the  want  of  clothing. 
^  To  recruit  the  army  for  the  next  campaign, 
was  an  object  of  which  the  commander  in  chief 
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felt  the  importance,  and  laboured  to  impress  it  chap.vl 
on  the  several  states,  as  well  as  on  congress,     irrs* 
But  it  was  an  object,  the  difficulty  of  accom-  cenena 

.  Wathing- 

plishing  which  continually  increased.     Fromjgjljjjer- 
thc  depreciation  of  paper  money  and  from  other  foJJJ^^5*Jo 
causes,  no  hope  remained  of  obtaining  any  res-  ^^ISt^ 
pectable  number  of  men  by  voluntary  inlist-  fore'theewo- 

*■  ^  *  ing  campaign 

ments ;  and  coercive  means  could  only  be  em- 
ployed by  the  respective  states.  To  persuade 
them  to  apply  with  the  requisite  dispatch  suffi- 
cient energies  to  this  subject,  required  all  the 
influence  of  general  Washington;  and  his 
letters  urged  them  by  every  motive  which  could 
operate  on  the  human  mind,  to  meet  with 
sufficient  means  the  crisis  of  the  war,  which  he 
apprehended  was  now  approaching. 

He  exhorted  them  to  place  no  confidence  in 
foreign  aid,  but  to  depend  on  their  own  internal 
strength  and  resources  for  the  maintenance  of 
their-  independence.  He  did  not  doubt  but 
that  Britain  would,  if  not  prevented  by  a  war 
in  Europe,  make  great  exertions  to  re- enforce 
her  armies  in  America,  and  effect  the  objects 
of  the  war.  Only  correspondent  exertions  to 
keep  in  the  field  a  Continental  army  at  least 
equal  to  that  of  the  enemy  could  prevent  their 
success. 

He  enclosed  to  each  state  a  return  of  its 
troops  on  the  continental  establishment;  thereby 
exhibiting  to  each,  its  own  deficiency,  which 
each  was  strongly  urged  to  supply. 

VOL.  III.  ^:  z  z 
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cHAP,vt  To  those  who  had  not  yet  made  use  of  cocr- 
1778,  Give  means,  he  stated^  that  the  resort  to  them 
had  been  made  by  others  with  good  effect,  and 
he  represented  to  all,  the  necessi^  of  using 
those  means  early  enough  to  enable  him  to  an- 
ticipate the  enemy  in  taking  the  field. 

In  addition  to  the  other  iUs  which  threatened 
the  destruction  of  the  army,  one  yet  remains 
to  be  mentioned,  not  of  less  magnitude,  thou^ 
less  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention,  than 
those  which  have  been  already  enumerated. 
The  depreciation  of  the  paper,  bills  had  now 
become  so  considerable,  and  the  real  difficul- 
ties under  which  commerce  laboured  had  so 
enhanced  the  price  of  all  imported  articles^  that 
the  pay  of  an  officer  was  not  only  no  compen> 
sation  for  devoting  his  whole  time  to  ^  ser- 
vice of  the  public,  but  could  not  even  furnish 
him  with  those  absolute  necessaries,  which 
might  give  him  a  decent  appearance,  or  cover 
his  person  from  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold 
to  which  he  was  exposed*  Those  who  possessed 
small  patrimonial  estates^  found  them  melting 
away;  and  others  were  absolutely  unable  to 
appear  in  the  character  of  gentlemen.  Such 
distressing  circumstances  could  not  &il  to 
excite  a  general  disgust  with  the  service* 

In  an  army  raised  as  was  that  of  the  United 
States,  great  inequality  of  character  jamoag  the 
officers  was  to  be  expected.  The  hard  and 
active  service  in  which  it  had  been  engaged. 
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was  well  calculated  to  ascertain  the  real  merits  cmap.yi. 
of  each  individual,  and  to  exhibit  those  dis«  urs. 
criminations  which,  in  the  calm  of  domestic 
life,  were  not  so  easily  discerned.  It  was 
necessary  to  purge  the  army  of  persons  unfit  t^ 
hold  commissions ;  and  the  number  and  severity 
of  the  sentences  of  the  courts  martial  mani- 
fested their  determination  to  do  so:  yet  the 
regiments  were  so  miserably  incomplete,  that 
a  surplus  number  of  officers  still  remained,  for 
whom  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  commands. 

It  might  therefore  be  supposed,  that  the  gene- 
ral disinclination  for  the  sprvioe,  excited  by  the 
condition  to  which  the  officers  found  themselves 
reduced,  was  not  an  evil  much  to  be  regarded, 
while  a  greater  number  remained  than  could  be 
usefully  employed.  Than  this^  no  opinion 
could  be  more  incoiftct.  Among  those  who 
offered  their  commissions  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  were  found  many,  who,  possessing 
most  military  pride,  and  therefore  feeling  most 
sensibly  the  degradation  ccmnected  with  poverty 
and  rags,  promised  to  be  most  the  ornaments 
of  the  army,  to  exhibit  courage  in  battle,  and 
to  assist  most  m  maintaining  those  principles 
of  discipline  and  regularity^  so  essential  to 
every  military  escablishment. 

NcH-  could  a.  hope  be  entertained  that  the, 
mischaef  would  stop  with  llie  mere  loss  of 
officers,  whose  continuance  in  service  might 
promote  the  public  interests, 
z  z  2 
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CHAP.VL  A  general  indifference  about  holding  a  com- 
1778.  mission  ;  a  general  opinion  that  an  obligation 
was  conferred,  and  not  received  by  continuing 
in  the  army,  was  extremely  unfavourable,  not 
only  to  that  spirit  of  emulation  wWch  stimulates 
to  bolder  deeds  than  are  required,  but  to  a 
cdmplete  execution  of  orders,  and  a  rigid 
observance  of  duty. 

An  officer  whose  pride  was  in  any  degree 
wounded,  whose  caprice  was  not .  indulged, 
who  apprehended  censure  for  a  fault,  which 
probably  his  carelessness  about  remaining  in  the 
service  had  seduced  him  to  commit,  was  ready 
to  throw  up  a  commission,  which,  instead  of 
being  valuable,  was  a  burden  almost  too  heavy 
to  be  borne. 

The  commander  in  chief  watched  with  ex- 
treme anxiety  the  progress  of  a  temper,  which, 
though  just  commencing,  he  feared  must  in- 
crease with  the  cause  that  produced  it,  and 
which  threatened  the  most  fatal  effects.  He 
was  therefore  early  and  earnest  in  pressing  on 
the  attention  of  congress  the  consideration  of 
this  important  subject. 

The  weak  and  broken  condition  of  the  Gonti- 

nental  regiments,  the  various  remonstrances  of 

jMmaryio.  the  general,  the  numerous  complaints  received 
toynw  from  every  quarter,  determined  congress  to 
tte^^  depute  a  committee  of  their  body  who  should 
^j^"^  reside  in  camp  during  the  winter,  and,  in  con- 
cert with  general  Washington,  investigate  per- 
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fectly  the  state  of  the  army,  and  report  such  chakvl 
reforms,  as  the  public  good  might  require.  irrs.' 

This  committee  repaired  to  head  quarters  in 
the  month  of  January.  Having  consulted  his 
officers  extensively,  the  commander  in  chief 
prepared  and  laid  before  them  for  consideration, 
a  general  statement,  in  which  a  very  compre- 
hensive  view  was  taken  of  the  condition  of  the 
army;  and  in  which,  the  remedies  necessary 
for  the  correction  of  existing  abuses,  as  well  as 
those  regulations  which  he  deemed  essential  to 
its  future  prosperity,  were  clearly  and  fully 
designated. 

This  paper  exhibits  the  actual  state  of  the 
army,  and  discloses  defects  of  real  magnitude 
in  the  existing  arrangements.  In  perusing  it, 
the  reader  is  struck  with  the  numerous  diffi- 
culties, in  addition  to  those  resulting  from 
mere  inferiority  of  numbers,  with  which  the 
commander  in  chief  was  under  the  necessity  of 
contending.  The  memorial  is  too  long  to  be 
inserted ;  but  there  are  parts  which  ought  not 
to  be  entirely  overlooked.  The  neglect  of  the 
very  serious  representations  it  contained,  res- 
pecting a  future  permanent  provision  for  the 
officers,  threatened,  at  an  after  period,  to  be 
productive  of  such  pernicious  effects,  that  their 
insertion  in  this  place  will  not  it  is  presumed 
be  unacceptable. 

He  recommended  as  the  basis  on  which  was 
to  be  erected  every  salutary  reform,  a  comfort- 
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CHAP.  VI.  able  provision  for  the  officers,  which  should 
1778.    render  their  commissions  valuably;  to  effect 
which,  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present,  ought 
to  be  contemplated, 

**  A  long  and  continual  sacrifice  of  individual 
interest  for  the  general  good,  ought  not,"  he 
said,  ''  to  be  expected  or  required.  The  na- 
ture of  man  must  be  changed,  before  institu- 
tions built  on  the  presumptive  truth  of  such  a 
principle  can  succeeds 

"  This  position,"  he  added,  **  is  supported 
by  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  the  American 
army,  as  well  as  by  that  of  all  other  men.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  dispute,  in  the  first 
effusions  of  zeal,  when  it  was  believed  the  ser- 
vice would  be  temporary,  they  entered  into  it 
without  regard  to  pecuniary  considerations. 
But  finding  its  duration  much  longer  than  had 
been  at  first  expected,  and  that,  instead  of 
deriving  advantages  from  the  hardships  and 
dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed,  they  were, 
on  the  contrary,  losers  by  their  patriotism,  and 
fell  far  short  of  even  a  competency  for  their 
wants,  they  have  gradually  abated  in  their 
ardour ;  and,  with  many,  an  entire  disinclina- 
tion to  the  service,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances^ has  taken  place.  To  this,  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  must  be  ascribed  the  frequent 
resignations  daily  happenings  and  the  mort 
frequent  importunities  for  permission  to  resign, 
fi-om  some  officers'  of  the  greatest  merit. 
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•*  To  this  also  may  be  ascribed  the  apathy,  chap.vl 
inattention,  and  Aeglect  of  duty,  which  pervade  irrs. 
all  ranks ;  and  which  will  necessarily  continue 
and  increase,  while  an  officer,  instead  of  gain- 
ing  any  thing,  is  impoverished  by  his  commis- 
sion, and  conceives  he  is  conferring,  not 
receiving  a  favour,  in  holding  it.  There  can 
be  no  sufficient  tie  on  men  possessing  such 
sentiments.  Nor  can  any  method  be  adopted 
to  oblige  those  to  a  punctual  discharge  of  duty, 
who  are  indifferent  about  their  continuance  in 
the  service,  and  are  often  seeking  a  pretext  to 
disengage  themselves  from  it.  Punishment  in 
this  case  will  be  unavailing;  but  when  an  offi- 
cer's commission  is  made  valuable. to  him,  and 
he  fears  to  lose  it,  you  may  exact  obedience 
from  him. 

*^  It  is  not  indeed  consistent  with  reason  or 
justice,  that  one  set  of  men  should  make  a 
sacrifice  of  property,  domestic  ease,  and  hap- 
piness ;  encounter  the  rigours  of  the  field,  the 
perils  and  vicissitudes  of  war,  without  some 
adequate  compensation  to  obtain  those  bless- 
ings which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  common 
with  them.  It  must  also  be  a  comfortless  re- 
flection to  any  man  that,  after  he  may  have 
contributed  to  secure  the  rights  of  his  .country, 
at  the.  risk  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his  fortune, 
there  will  be  no  provision  made  to  prevent 
himself  and  his  family  from  sinking  into  indi« 
gence  and  wretchedness." 
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CHAP.  vL      With  these  and  other  arguments,   general 
irrs.    Washington  recommended,  in  addition  to  pre- 
sent compensations,  a  lialf-pay,  and  pensionary 
establishment  for  the  army. 

**  I  urge  my  sentiments,''  said  he,  "  with  the 
greater  freedom,  because  I  cannot,  and  shall 
not  receive  the  smallest  benefit  from  tlie  esta- 
blishment, and  can  have  no  other  inducement 
for  proposing  it,  than  a  full  conviction  of  its 
utility  and  propriety," 

Having  reviewed  the  whole  existing  military 
establishment  in  all  its  parts;  having  pointed 
out  the  faults  of  that  establishment  and  sug- 
gested the  best  corrections  which  the  resources 
of  the  United  States  could  furnish,  this  state- 
ment concludes  with  saying ;  * '  Upon  the  whole, 
gentlemen,  I  doubt  not  you  are  fully  impressed 
with  the  defects  of  our  present  military  system, 
and  with  the  necessity  of  speedy  and  decisive 
measures  to  place  it  on  a  satisfactory  footing* 
The  disagreeable  picture  I  have  given  you  of 
the  wants  and  sufferings  of  the  army,  and  the 
discontents  reigning  among  the  officers,  is  a 
just  representation  of  evils  equally  melancholy 
and  important;  and  unless  effectual  remedies 
be  applied  without  loss  of  time,  the  most 
alarming  and  ruinous  consequences  are  to  be 
apprehended." 

The  wants  and  distresses  of  the  army,  when 
actually  seen  by  the  committee  of  congress, 
made  on  them  a  much  deeper  impression,  than 
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could  have  been  received  from  any  statement  chap.  vi. 
whatever.  They  endeavoured  to  communicate  "TrraT 
to  congress  the  sentiments  created  in  their  own 
bosoms,  and  to  correct  as  speedily  as  possible 
the  errors  which  had  been  committed.  But  a 
numerous  body,  if  it  deliberates  at  all,  proceeds 
slowly  in  the  conduct  of  executive  affairs,  and 
existing  mischiefs,  especially  those  growing 
out  of  their  own  measures,  are  seldom  promptly 
corrected. 

Much  of  the  su&rings  of  the  army  was  at- 
tributed to  neglect  in  the  quarter  master's  de- 
partment, which,  notwithstanding  the  repeated 
remonstrances  of  the  commander  in  chief,  had 
long  been  permitted  to  remain  without  a  head. 
This  subject  was  very  early  taken  up  by  the 
committee,  and  proper  representations  made 
respecting  it.* 

Congress,  though  really  earnest  in  their 
wishes  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements, 
and  labouring  assiduously  on  the  complicated 
duties  assigned  them,  still  remained  under  the 
influence  of  those  opinions  which  had  already 
produced  such  mischievous  effects  in  the  com- 
missary department. 

They  were  still  disposed  to  divide  duties, 
and  thereby  create  an  immediate  dependence 
on  their  own  body,  of  persons  who  had  offices 
which  were  in  their  own  nature  mere  subdivi- 

•  See  J\rote,  JVb.  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  vohme. 
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CHAF.  vL  sions  of  a  greater  department,  under  the  control 
irra.  of  the  chief  of  which,  the  public  interests  would 
require  them  to  be  entirely  placed.  In  this 
tamper,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  department 
of  the  quarter  master  general  should  be  imme* 
FcbnuuTg.  diately  executed  on  the  following  plan.  First* 
The  military  line  to  be  styled  the  quarter  mas- 
ter general's,  which  is  to  include  the  regulating 
of  marches,  encampments,  order  of  battle,  &cc. 
&c.  as  described  in  the  books  of  the  profes^on. 

This  office  not  to  have  the  disposal  of  pub- 
lic money,  except  small  occasional  sums  for 
defraying  petty  expenses  in  the  army. 

Second.  The  commissary  of  forage,  who. 
is  to  be  confined  to  that  article  in  his  purchases* 

Third.  The  commissary  for  horses  and 
waggons. 

Fourth.  The  agent  for  the  purchase  of  tents, 
intrenching  tools,  building  of  barracks,  and  for 
all  the  smaller  'supplies  of  the  department. 

The  three  last  to  be  governed  in  their  pur- 
chases by  the  estimates  and  orders  of  the  quar- 
ter master  general,  or  the  board  of  war. 

This  plan  not  being  approved  in  camp,  was 
never  carried  into  execution,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  month  of  March,  that  the  system  was 
definitively  settled.  Maj or  general  Greene  was 
then  appointed  quarter  master  general  with  two 
assistants i  Previous  to  that  time  the  duties  of 
the  department,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the 
supplies  for  the  camp,  were  principally  per* 
formed  by  the  officers* 
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Not  k>ng  after  this,  the  embarrassniciits  oul^.yj. 
which  had  been  imposed  on  the  commissary  1778. 
department,  and  which  had  been  maintained 
with  great  perseyerance^  were  also  taken  off* 
The  commissary  general  of  purchases  was  put 
in  reality  at  the  head  of  his  department,  widi 
power  to  appoint  and  remove  his  assistants,  and, 
to  ensure  proper  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
army,  he  was  placed  under  the  immediate  di* 
rection  of  the  commander  in  chief.  Mr*  Wads- 
worth  of  Connecticut,  a  person  well  qualified 
for  the  office,  was  elected  to  fill  it,  but  this 
appointment  did  not  take  place  until  the  month 
of  April.  In  the  mean-time,  the  mischiefs  and 
miseries,  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  system 
which  had  been  adopted,  were  incalculable. 

The  letter  of  general  Washington  to  the 
Committee,  which  has  been  mentioned^  seems 
to  have  formed  the  badis  of  their  reports  to 
congress,  and  the  system  it  recommended  ap^ 
pears  ta  have  been  generally  adopted.  ' 

Even  the  repugnance  felt  by  the  government 
to  a  half- pay  establishment  was  in  some  degree 
overcome ;  but  the  measures  first  taken  on  this 
interesting  subject  were  not  sufficient  in  them- 
selves, nor  were  they  taken  until  many  very  va*  • 
luable  officers  were  lost  to  the  service.* 

The  number  of  regiments,  and  the  appor- 
tionment  on  each  state  were  taken  by  congress 

*^See  Mte^  Aa,  VIII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume* 
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CHAP.VL  precisely  asi  suggested  by  the  general,  and  it  was 
1 776*  resolved  that  the  several  states  be  required  forth- 
with to  fill  up  by  draughts  fi^m  their  militia,  or 
in  any  other  way  that  should  be  effectual,  their 
respective  battalions  of  Continental  troops;  at 
the  same  time  it  was  expressly  ordered,  that 
no  prisoners  of  war,  or  deserters  from  the  enemy, 
should  be  inlisted,  draughted,  or  returned,  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  army. 

While  congress  was  deliberating  on  the  re- 
forms proposed,  the  distresses  of  the  army 
were  approaching  their  acm6,  and  its  absolute 
dissolution  was  threatened.  £arly  in  February, 
the  commissaries  gave  notice  that  the  country, 
to  a  great  distance,  was  actually  exhausted; 
and  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  obtain 
supplies  to  support  the  surmy  longer  than  to  the 
-end  of  that  month*  Already  the  scarcity  which 
was  threatened  began  to  manifest  itself,  and  the 
provisions  issued  were  often  very  bad  in  qua* 
lity  and  insufficient  in  quantity.  Mc»*e  serious 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  there 
would  be  a  total  failure  in  the  article  of  flesh 
than  in  any  other;  and  as  New  England  was 
the  great  beef  country  of  America,  the  general 
turned  his  eyes  to  that  quarter  as  the  only  one 
which  could  afford  substantial  relief. 

Not  content  with  the  instructions  given  by 
the  commissary  in  camp  to  his  assistant  in 
Connecticut,  the  general  addressed  him  per- 
sonally,   with  a  strong  representation  of  the 
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extremity  to  which  they  weri  verging,  and  con-  chap.vl 
jured  him,  by  every  motive  which  ought  to    irrs. 
influence  him  in  his  official  capacity,  by  his 
good  wishes  to  the  army  and  to  the  cause  of 
his  country,  to  make  every  possible  eflfort  to 
afford  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time  the 
assistance  which  was  so  much  needed.     As  a 
.stimulus  to  greater  exertions,    and  to  assure 
himself  of  all  the  aid  which  could  be  derived 
from  the  state  authorities,  he  addressed  him- 
self at  the  same  time  to  governor  Trumbull  of 
Connecticut,  whose  ardent  co-operation  in  the 
public   service   he  had  so  often  experienced, 
and  to  whom,  after  stating  the  past,  and  present 
dangerous  condition  of  the  army,   he  added, 
^*  what  is  still  more  distressing,  I  am  assured 
by  colonel  Blaine,  deputy  purchasing  commis- 
sary in  the  middle  district  comprehending  the 
states  of  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland, 
that  they  are  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  the 
most  vigorous  and  active  exertions  on  his  part 
will  not  procure  more  than  sufficient  to  supply 
the  army  during  this  month,  if  so  long.    This 
being  the  case,  and  as  any  relief  that  can  be 
obtained  from  the  more  southern  states  will  be 
but  partial,  trifling,  and  of  a  day,  we  must  turn 
our  views  to  the  eastward,  and  lay  our  account 
of  support  from  thence.     Without  it,  we  can- 
not but  disband;   I  must,  therefore,  sir,  en- 
treat you  in  the  most  earnest  terms,  and  by  that 
zeal  which  has  eminently  distinguished  your 
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cHAF.vt  character  in  the  present  arduous  stnig^e,  to 
1778.  give  every  countenance  to  the  person  or  persons 
employed  in  the  purchasing  line  in  your  state^ 
and  to  urge  them  to  the  most  vigCM^us  efforts 
to  forward  supplies  of  cattle  from  time  to  time^ 
and  thereby  prevent  such  a  melancholy  and 
alarming  catastrophe." 

In  the  apprehension  that  the  resources  of  the 
commissary  department  wouM  entirely  fail  still 
earlier  than  had  been  reported,  and  before  the 
distant  supplies  he  had  taken  measures  to  obtain 
could  reach  him;  and  that  the  enemy  designed 
to  make  aiother  incursion  into  the  country 
around  Philadelphia,  to  glean  what  yet  remained 
in  possession  of  the  inhabitants,  he  detached 
general  Wayne  with  orders  to  seize  all  horses 
fit  for  cavalry  or  for  draught,  all  cattle  and 
sheep  fit  for  slaughter,  as  well  as  every  species 
of  forage  proper  for  the  use  of  an  army,  within 
fifteen  miles  of  the  Delaware,  between  the 
Schuylkill  and  the  Brandywine.  He  was  also 
ordered  to  destroy  the  forage  on  the  islands 
between  Philadelphia  and  Chester,  which  was 
so  much  exposed  to  the  enemy,  that  ft  would 
be  impracticabie  to  bring  it  off. 

Actuated  by  motives  which  have  been  already 
stated,  the  inhabitants  endeavoured  as  much  as 
possible  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  foraging 
party.  Their  provisions  and  "teams  were  se- 
creted, and  they  gave  to  the  country  every 
appearance  of  having  been  entirely  pillaged  of 
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those  articles  which  could  be  usefully  employed  cHAy.vL 
for  military  purposes.  Before  any  sufficient  irrs. 
aid  could  be  furnished  by  these  means,  the 
bread,  as  well  as  the  meat,  was  exhausted,  and 
an  absolute  famine  prevailed  in  camp.  ^^  I 
have  nothing  to  add,  my  lord,"  said  general 
Huntingdon  in  his  report  to  lord  Stirling,  the 
major  general  of  the  day,  ^^  but  that  the  camp  is 
in  a  melancholy  condition  for  want  of  provisions, 
and  that  there  is  great  danger  that  the  famine 
will  break  up  the  army.''  The  report  was 
closed  by  lord  Stirling  with  saying;  ^^  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  the  complaints  of  the  want  of 
provisions  and  forage  have  become  imiversal 
and  violent.  £very  officer  speaks  of  it  with 
dread  of  the  probable  consequences." 

General  Vamum  in  his  report  at  the  same 
tiftie  said,  ^*  I  must  add  that  the  situation  of  the 
camp  is  such,  that  in  all  human  probability  the 
army  must  soon  dissolve.  Many  of  the  troops 
are  destitute  of  meat,  and  are  several  days  in 
arrear.  The  horses  are  dying  for  want  of  forage* 
The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  is  ex- 
hausted. There  cannot  be  a  moral  certainty  of 
bettering  our  circumstances  while  we  continue 
here." 

In  an  emergency  so  pressing,  the  comman^ 
der  in  chief,  who  could  derive  no  sort  of  aid 
from  the  comihis^ry  department,  used  every 
effort  to  feed  his  hungry  army.  General  Greene 
with  a  strong  detachment  was^ordered  out  to 
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cHAKvi.  obtain  in  the  country,  by  any  means  whatever, 
1778.  an  immediate  supply.  Captain  Lee,  whose 
sagacity  and  activity  had  long  engaged  parti- 
cular  attention,  was  detached  to  the  state  of 
Delalvare,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Maryland; 
and  colonel  Tilghman  iqto  Jersey.  At  the 
same  time,  letters  written  by  the  committee  of 
congress  in  camp,  stating  the  situation  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  were  dispatched  to. the  governors  of 
several  states,  accompanied  with  letters  from 
general  Washington,  urging  them  to  the  great- 
est exertions  for  his  immediate  relief.  The 
situation  of  his  army  and  his  own  feelings  are 
thus  stated  in  a  letter  to  governor  Clinton  of 
New  York.  **  It  is  with  great  reluctance,  I 
trouble  you  upon  a  subject  which  does  not 
properly  fall  within  your  province;  but  it  is  a 
subject  which  occasions  me  more  distress  than 
I  have  felt  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
^nd  which  loudly  demands  the  most  zealous 
exertions  of  every  person  of  weight  and  autho- 
rity, who  is  interested  in  the  success  of  our 
a£fairs....I  mean  the  present  dreadful  situation 
of  the  army  for  want  of  provisions  and  the 
miserable  prospect  for  the  future.  It  is  more 
alarming  than  you  will  probably  conceive,  for 
to  form  a  just  idea,  it  were  necessary  to  be  on 
the  spot.  For  some  days  past,  there  has  been 
little  less  than  a  famine  in  camp.. ..a  part  of  the 
army  has  been  a  week  without  any  kind  of  flesh 
and  the  rest  three  or  four  days«     Naked  and 
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Starving  as  they  are,  we  cannot  enough  admire  chap.vi. 
the  incomparable  patience  and  fidelity  of  the  irrs. 
soldiery,  that  they  have  not  been  ere  this  time 
excited  by  their  sufierings  to  a  general  mutiny 
and  dispersion.  Strong  symptoms,  however, 
of  discontent  have  appeared  in  particular  in- 
stances, and  nothing  but  the  most  active  elForts 
every  where  can  long  avert  so  shocking  a  catas- 
trophe* 

**  Our  present  sufferings  are  not  all.  There 
is  no  foundation  laid  for  any  adequate  relief 
hereafter.  All  the  magazines  provided  in  the 
states  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Maryland,  and  all  the  immediate  additional 
supplies  they  seem  capable  of  affording,  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  support  the  army  more  than 
a  month  longer,  if  so  long.  Very  little  has 
been  done  to  the  .eastward,  and  as  little  to  the 
southward,  and  whatever  we  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  those  quarters,  must  necessarily 
be  very  remote,  and  is  indeed  more  precarious 
than  could  be  wished.  When  the  aforemen- 
tioned supplies  are  exhausted,  what  a  terrible 
crisis  must  ensue,  unless  all  the  energy  of  the 
continent  be  exerted  to  provide  a  timely  remedy? 

**  Impressed  with  this  idea,  I  am,  on  my 
part,  putting  every  engine  to  work,  that  I  can 
possibly  think  of,  to  prevent  the  fatal  conse- 
quences  we  have  so  great  reason  to  apprehend. 
I  am  calling  upon  all  those  whose  stations  and 
influence  enable  them  to  contribute  aid  on  so 
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CHAP. VI.  important  an  occasion;  and  from  your  well 
1-778.  known  zeal,  I  expect  every  thing  within  the 
compass  of  your  power;  every  thing  that  the 
abilities  and  resources  of  the  state  over  which 
you  preside  will  admit.  I  am  sensible  of  the 
disadvantages  it  labours  under  from  having 
been  so  long  the  scene  of  war,  and  that  it  must 
be  exceedingly  drained  by  the  great  demands 
to  which  it  has  been  subject.  But  though  you 
may  nfot  be  able  to  contribute  materially  to  our 
relief,  you  can,  perhaps,  do  something  towards 
it,  and  any  assistance,  however  trifling  in  itself, 
will  be  of  great  moment  at  so  critical  a  juncture, 
and  will  conduce  to  keeping  the  army  together, 
until  the  commissary's  department  can  be  put 
upon  a  better  footing,  and  effectual  measures 
concerted  to  secure  a  permanent  and  competent 
supply.  You  will  be  the  best  judge  of  the  me-* 
thods  you  can  take;  but  if  you, can  devise  any 
means  to  procure  a  quantity  of  cattle,  or  odier 
kind  of  flesh,  for  the  use  of  this  army,  to  be  at 
camp  in  the  course  of  a  month,  you  will  render 
a  most  essential  service  to  the  common  cause.*' 
Happily  for  America  there  was  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Washington,  something  which  enabled 
him,  notwithstanding  the  discordant  materials 
of  which  his  army  was  composed,  to  attach 
both  his  officers  and  soldiers  so  strongly  to  his 
person,  that  no  distress  could  weaken  their 
affection,  nor  impair  the  respect  and  veneration 
in  which  he  was  held  by  them.  To  this  senti- 
ment  is  greatly  to  be  attributed  the  preservation 
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of  a  respectable  military  force,  under  clrcum-  chap.vi 
stances  but  too  well  calculated  for  its  dissolu*    \77^. 
tion. 

Through  this  severe  experiment  on  their 
fortitude,  the  native  Americans  in  general  per- 
severed  steadily  in  the  performance  of  thtjf 
duty;  but  the  conduct  of  the  Europeans  in 
general,  who  constituted  a  considerable  part  of 
the- army,  was  much  less  laudable;  and  at  no 
period  of  the  war,  was  desertion  so  frequent  as 
during  this  winter.  With  the  aid  of  those  in- 
habitants  who  were  friendly  to  the  ancient 
government,  they  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the 
light  parties  who  watched  the  roads,  and  great 
numbers  escaped  into  Philadelphia  with  their  ^ 
arms.  These  were  not  the  only  recruits  made 
by  the  British  army  in  the  course  of  the  Mdnter. 
The  disaiBfected  joined  them,  in  such  numbers 
as  to  add  very  sensibly  to  their  strength* 

In  a  few  days,  the  army  was  rescued  by  the 
great  exertions  that  have  been  mentioned,  from 
the  famine  with  which  it  had  been  threatened, 
and  sufficient  supplies  of  provisions  were  laid  up 
in  camp.*    It  was  perceived  that  the  difficulties 

•  The  general  orders  issued  after  the  restoration  of 
plenty  to  the  camp,  constitute  one  of  the  many  evidences 
given  by  the  American  general,  of  his  endeavours  to  re^ 
concile  the  army  to  the  most  excessive  hardships,  and  to 
diminish  those  hardships  in  their  estimation;  while  his 
utmost  efforts  were  employed  with  congress  to  prevent 
them,  and  all  his  own  feelings  were  harrowed  by  their 
magnitude. 
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CHAP.  VI.  which  had  produced  such  melancholy  eflfects, 
1778.  were  created  more  by  the  want  of  due  exertion 
in  the  commissary  department,  and  by  the 
efforts  of  the  people  to  save  their  stock  for  a 
better  market,  where  it  would  be  paid  for  in 
qpecie,  than  to  any  real  deficiency  in  the  article 
of  food.  There  was  in  fact  a  scarcity  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  camp,  the  appearance  of 
which  was  added  to  by  concealing  in  the  woods 
and  swahips,  during  the  day,  both  horses  and 
cattle ;  but  they  Avere  searched  out  by  general 
Greene,  who,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
foraged  as  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  seized 
for  an  immediate  supply,  every  animal  fit  to 
slaughter.  Captain  Lee  found  large  droves  in 
the  marsh  meadows  on  the  Delaware  preparing 
for  Philadelphia,  which  he  had  the  address  to 
procure,  without  giving  to  the  body  of  the 
people  any  additional  irritation;  and  colonel 
Tilghman  was  able  to  collect  very  abundantly 
in  Jersey.  Every  where  great  quantities  of 
forage  were  found,  and  the  principal  diificuity 
experienced  was  in  obtaining  waggons  to  con* 
vey  it  to  camp. 

After  supplying  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
army,  and  destroying  the  forage  in  the  islands, 
general  Wayne  was  detached  to  the  Jersey  shore, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  cattle  on  the 
eastern  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  of  destroying 
the  forage  which  could  not  be  removed. 

These  strong  measures  produced  relief  for 
the  moment,  and  were  certainly  justified  by 
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the  pressing  wants  of  the  army.  But  voluntary  chap.vl 
contracts  formed  the  only  solid  source  of  per-  irrs. 
manent  supply ,  which  could  safely  be  relied 
on.  In  Connecticut,  these  were  made  to  a  very 
great  extent,  and  fat  cattle  were  soon  furnished 
abundantly  from  that  state.  Even  this  source  of 
supply,  however,  had  nearly  been  drie^l  up  by 
ope  of  those  unwise  measures,  which  can  only 
be  suggested  by  inexperience,  and  a  superficial 
consideration  of  the  most  interesting  subjects. 
Mistaking  a  real  depreciation,  for  the  extortion 
of  avarice  on  the  wants  of  the  public,  an  attempt 
was  made  under  the  recommendation  of  con- 
.  gress,  to  limit  prices  by  law;  and  this  limitation, 
if  persisted  in,  would  once  more  have  produced 
a  famine  in  camp.  On  the  representations  from 
the  commissary  department,  congress  was 
at  length  made  sensible  of  the  mischievous 
tendency  of  their  resolutions  for  the  regulation 
of  prices,  and  they  recommended  to  the  several 
state  legislatures  a  repeal  of  all  laws  on  that 
subject. 

About  the  beginning  of  February,  the  terms 
of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  who  were  sta* 
tioned  on  the  northeast  of  the  Schuylkill  to 
prevent  the  communication  of  the  country  peo- 
ple with  Philadelphia,  expired;  and  general 
Lacy,  who  had  succeeded  general  Potter  in 
that  command,  was  left  with  less  than  one  hun* 
dred  men.  A  variety  of  accidents,  to  which 
plans,  depending  for  their  execution  entirely  on 
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c«AP.vL  militia,  must  always  be  liable,  procrastinated 
1T78.  for  some  time  the  arrival  of  those  who  had  been 
called  out  for  the  succeeding  tour  of  duty ;  and, 
when  they  did  arrive,  they  were  without  arms. 
As  usual,  the  greater  part  of  those  in  the  hands 
of  their  predecessors  were  lost,  or  carried  home 
by  the  individuals  who  had  used  them.  In  this 
interval,  while  the  country  was  necessarily  un- 
guarded, the  first  droves  of  fatted  cattle  were 
passing  through  \t,  from  Connecticut  to  camp* 
One  of  these  was  met  about  thirty  miles  from 
Philadelphia  by  one  of  the  disafiected,  who,  as 
was  at  the  time  alleged,  passed  on  the  driver 
for  a  commissary  belonging  to  the  American 
army,  and  having  in  this  character  billetted 
ttiem  at  a  neighbouring  farm,  of  whicl\,  the 
owner  held  principles  alike  unfavourable,  he 
gave  immediate  notice  of  their  situation  to  the 
British  general,  who  detached  a  party  of  horse 
to  ^  seize  and  bring  them  into  Philadelptua. 
During  this  interval  too  between  the  dispersion 
of  one  corps  of  militia,  and  the  collection  of 
another,  the  country  north  of  the  Schuylkill 
was  only  guarded  by  a  few  horsemen  under 
major  Jameson,  who  could  not  possibly  prevent 
the  intercourse  of  the  people  with  the  town. 
It  was  perceived  that  the  mills  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Germantown  were  perpetually 
employed  in  manufacturing  flour  for  the  enemy^ 
which  the  favourable  dispositions  of  the  peo[^ 
enabled  them  to  receive  in  spite  of  every  means 
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which  could  be  used  to  prevent  it.    To  put  an  chap.vl 
end  to  this  source  of  supply,  general  Washington    1 778 . 
was  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  the  mills 
to  be  rendered  unfit  for  use ;  and  this  service 
was  executed  by  major  Jameson. 

At  no  period  of  the  war  had  the  American 
army  been  reduced  to  a  situation  of  greater 
peril  thsyn  during  the  winter  at  Valley  forge. 
It  has  been  already  stated,  that  more  than  once, 
they  were  absolutely  without  food.  Even  while 
their  condition  was  less  desperate  in  this  res- 
pect, their  stock  of  provisions  was  so  scanty, 
that  there  was  seldom  at  any  time  in  the  stores 
a  quantity  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
for  one  week.  Consequently,  had  the  enemy 
mo%yd  out  in  force,  the  American  army  could 
not  have  continued  in  camp.  The  want  of 
provisions  would  have  forced  them  out  of  it; 
and  their  deplorable  condition  with  respect  to 
clothes,  disabled  them  from  keeping  the  field 
in  the  winter.  The  returns  of  the  first  of  Fe- 
bruary exhibit  the  astonishing  number  of  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  men  in 
camp  unfit  for  duty,  for  want  of  clothes.  Of 
this  number  scarcely  a  man  had  a  pair  of  shoes. 
Even  among  those  returned  capable  of  doing 
duty,  very  many  were  so  badly  clad,  that  ex- 
posure to  the  colds  of  the  season  must  have 
destroyed  them.  Although  the  total  of  the'' 
army  exceeded  seventeen  thousand  men,  the 
present  effective  rank  and  file  amounted  to  only 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


376  '*'**E  J-^^  ^P 

CHAP.  VI.  five  thousand  and  twelve.  The  returns  through- 
irrs.    out  the  winter  do  not  essentially  vary  from  that 
which  has  just  been  particularly  stated. 

While  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers,  first, 
during  a  winter  campaign,  and  afterwards,  in 
what  were  termed  winter  quarters,  filled  the 
hospitals,  a  dreadful  mortality  still  continued 
to  prevail  in  those  miserable  receptacles  of  the 
sick  where  death  Avas  often  found  by  those  who 
entered  them  in  quest  of  health.  The  provision 
made  for  them,  which  Avas  at  best  inadequate 
to  their  wants,  was  said  to  be  misapplied. 
They  were  crowded  in  small  apartments,  and 
a  violent  putrid  fever  raged  among  them,  which 
carried  off"  much  greater  numbers  than  all  the 
diseases  of  the  camp. 

If  then,  during  the  deep  snows  which  covered 
the  earth  for  a  great  part  of  the  winter,  the 
enemy  had  taken  the  field,  their  own  suferings 
must  indeed  have  been  great,  but  the  Ameri- 
can  loss  must  have  been  infinitely  greater. 
General  Washington  must  either  have  fought 
them  with  inferior  numbers,  and  have  staked 
the  saiFety  of  his  army  on  the  issue  of  that  battle, 
or  have  retreated  further  into  the  country;  a 
measure  which  could  not  possibly  have  been 
effected  without  the  loss  of  many  of  his  naked 
and  barefooted  soldiers. 

Happily,  the  real  condition  of  his  army  was 
not  well  understood  by  sir  William  Howe,  and 
that  officer  had  ever  been  extremelv  careful  of 
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the  lives  and  comfort  of  his  own  troops.  He  catAP.vi. 
had  on  no  occasion  manifested  a  disposition  to  irrs. 
hazard  them  without  a  clear  advantage,  and 
pet*haps  his  conduct  was,  in  the  general,  wise 
and  able,  as  well  as  cautious.  In  this  par- 
ticular  instance,  however,  a  winter  expedition 
would  have  infinitely  distressed  and  injured  the 
American  army.  Fortunately,  sir  William  Howe 
confined  his  operations  to  those  small  excursions 
that  were  calculated  to  enlarge  the  comforts  of 
his  own  army,  which,  notwithstanding  the  good 
disposition  of  the  neighbouring  country,  was 
much  distressed  for  fuel,  and  often  in  great 
want  of  forage  and  fresh  provisions.  The  vigi^ 
lance  used  on  the  lines,  especially  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Schuylkill,  intercepted  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  supplies  designed  for  the  Philadel- 
phia  market;  and  corporal  punishment  was 
not  unfrequently  inflicted  on  those  who  were 
detected  in  attempting  this  infraction  of  the 
laws.  As  captain  Lee  was  extremely  active, 
and  always  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy, 
a  plan  was  formed  late  in  January,  to  surprise  Attmpt 

to  stirpruc 

and  capture  both  him  and  his  troop  in  their  ^»^J;5«'» 
quarters.     A  very  extensive  circuit  was  made  ^i£^' 
by  a  lai^e  body  of  cavalry,  and  four  of  his  °*"^**y^"°- 
patrols  were   seized  without  communicating 
the  alarm.     About  break  of  day,  tlie  enemy 
appeared,  and  the  few  men  of  the  troop  who 
were  in  the  house  with  their  captain  were  im- 
mediately  posted  at  the  doors  and  windows. 

VOL.  III.  3  c 
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CHAP.  VI.  Though  his  party  was  so  small  as  not  to  fur* 
1778.    nish  one  to  each  window,  they  behaved  so 

March  18.  gallantly  as  to  drive  off  the  assailants  without 
losing    a  horse,    or  more  than  one  person. 
Their  quarter  master  seijeant,  who  was  out  of 
the  house,  whein  the  attack  commenced,  after 
'  being  almost  cut  to  pieces,  was  taken  prisoner. 

The  whole  number  in  the  house  did  not  exceed 
ten.^  That  of  the  enemy  was  said  to  amount 
to  two  hundred.  They  lost  a  serjeant  and  three 
men  with  several  horses  killed;  and  an  officer 
and  three  men  wounded.  On  the  part  of  cap- 
tain  Lee,  except  his  patrols  and  quarter  master 
Serjeant,  who  were  captured  out  of  the  house, 

,  only  lieutenant  Lindsay  and  one  private  wore 

wounded. 

The  event  of  this  skirmish  gave  great  plea- 
sure to  the  commander  in  chief.  Throughout 
the  late  campaign j  Lee  had  been  eminently 
useful  to  him,  and  had  given  proofs  of  talents  as 
a  partisan,  from  which  he  had  formed  sanguine 
expectations  for  the  future.  He  mentioned  this 
affair  in  his  orders  with  strong  marks  of  ap* 
probation,  and  in  a  private  letter  to  the  captain 
testified  the  satisfaction  he  felt,  at  the  honour- 
able escape  that  officer  had  made  from  a  stra- 
tagem, which  had  so  seriously  threatened  him. 
For  his  merit  through  the  preceding  cam- 
paign, congress  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 

*  Major  Jameson  was  accidentally  present,  and  engaged 
in  this  skirmisli. 
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magor^  and  gave  him  an  independent  partisan  chap.vl 
corps,  to  consist  of  two  troops  of  horse;  and,    irrs* 
bj  a  subsequent  resokition^  another  troop  was 
added  to  this  oorps. 

While  the  defect  in  the'puUic  resources j 
arising  from  the  alarming  depreciation  of  the 
bills  of  credit,  which  were  issued  in  great  quan- 
tities,  without  being  supported  by  taxes,  mani- 
fested itself  ia  all  the  military  departments,  ai 
plan  was  matured  in  congress,  and  in  the  board « 
of  war,  without  consulting  the. commander  in; 
chief,  for  a  second  irruption  into  Canada*  It 
was  proposed  to .  place  the   marquis  de  La 

.  Fayette  at  the  head  of  this  expedition,  and  to 
employ  generals  Conway  and  Starke  as  the 
second  and  third  in  command* 
.  This  young  nobleman  possessing  an  excel- 
lent  heart,  and  all  die  military  enthusiasm  of 
his  country,  had  left  France  early  in  1777, 
ostensibly  in  oj^iosition  to  the.  will  of  his  sove- 
reign, to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States*  His  high  rank  and  supposed  influence 
at  the  court  of  Versailles,  soon  secured  him 
the  unlimited  respect  of  his  countrymen  in 
America;  and,  added  to  his  frankness  of  man« 

.ners  and  zeal  in  their  cause,  recommended 
him  very  strongly  to  congress.  While  the 
claims  of  others  of  the  same  country  were  so 
exorbitant  that  they  could  npt  be  gratified  on 
the  subject  of  rank,  he  demanded  no  station  in 
3c2 
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^  cHKp.  VL  the  army  t  would  consent  to  receive  no  compcft^ 
1778.    sttion,  and  offered  to  serre  as  a  volunteer. 

He  had  stifMiiaied  with  mr.  Deane  for  the 
rank  of  major  general  without  onolument;  but 
on  the  current  of  ill  fortune  which  set  in  hite 
in  1776^  he  was  advised  not  to  embark.  The 
honorary  rank  of  major  gcneni^  was  confierred 
on  him  directly  after  his  arrival  in  America, 
but  without  any  immediale  command.  In  that 
capacity,  he  sought  for  danger,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  batde  of  Bfandywii^e^  He 
attached  himself  with  the  ardour  of  youth  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  who  felt  for  him  in  turn 
a  warm  and  sincere  friendship,  and  paved  the 
way  to  bestowing  on  him  a  command  in  the 
army  equal  to  his  rank. 

Without  any  previous  informatMm  that  such 
in  expedition  was  contemplated,  general  Wash* 
ington  received  a  letter  from  the  president  of 
the  board  of  war,  of  the  21th  of  January,  eti- 
^  closing  one  of  the  same  date  to  the  marqnis, 
reqniring  his  immediate  Mtendance  on  coogneas 
to  receive  his  instructions.  No  other  ccnnmB^ 
nication  was  made  to  the  commander  in  chief^ 
than  to  request  that  he  would  furnish  colonel 
Hasen^s  regiment,  chiefly  composed  of  Cana- 
dians, for  the  expedition ;  and  in  the  same  letter 
his  advice  and  opinion  were  asked  respecting 
it.  The  north  was  relied  on  for  furnishing  the 
forpe  with  which  the  plan  was  to  be  executed* 
Without  noticing  the  manner  in  which  this 
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btismess  was  condttcted,  and  the  umtsual  want  Gtmt.vh 
of  confidence  it  betrayed*,  orders  were  given  to  irra. 
Hasan's  regiment  to  march  towards  Albany,  and 
the  marqiais  imiriediately  proceeded  to  the  resi* 
dence  of  congreas*  At  his  request,  major 
general  the  baron  De  Kalb  was  added  to  the 
expedition,  after  which  he  repaired  in  person 
to  Albany,  in  order  to  ,take  charge  of  the  troops 
who  were  to  be  there  assembled,  and  from 
whence  he  was  to  cross  the  lakes  on  the  ice,, 
and  to  attack  Montreal* 

On  1m  arrival  at  Albany,  he  fiound  no  pre. 
parations  made  lor  the  expedition.  ,  Nothing 
whidi  had  been  promised  was  in  readiness. 
H^  dierefbre  abandoned  the  enterprise  as  totally  i 
impracticable*  Some  timeafterwards)  congress  |^ 
Abo  determined  on  its  relinquishment;  and 
general  Washington  was  aruthorized  to  recall 
both  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette  send  the  baron 
De  Kalb. 

While  the  army  lay  at  Valley  forge,  tfaei 
baron  Steuben  arrived  in  camp.  This  gentle* 
man  was  a  Prussian  officer  v^  strongly  recom^ 
mended)  who  was  said  to  have  served  many 
years  in  the  armies  of  the  great  Frederick;  to 
have  been  one  of  the  aids>du-camp  of  that  con- 
^timmate  commander,  and  to  have  held  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  general.  He  was  unquestionably 
well  versed  in  the  system  of  manoeuvres  which 
the  king  of  Prussia  had  introduced,  and  was 
well  qualified  to  teach  them  to  raw  troops. 
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CHAP.  VI.  He  claimed  no  rank,  and  only  requested  to 
irre,  render  as  a  volunteer,  those  services  wluch 
might  be  in  his  power,  and  might  be  most  use* 
ful  to  the  American  army.  He  held  a  confe- 
rence with  congress,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Valley  forge.  ^ 

The  office  of  Injector  general  had  been 
previously  bestowed  on  Conway ;  hut  he  had 
never  entered  on  its  duties,  and  his  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  major  geneiral  had  given  much 
umbrage  to  the  brigadiers  who  had  been  his 
seniors.  That  circumstance,  in  addition  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  being  in  a  fection-  hostile,  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  rendered 'his  sitiiaiidn 
in  the  army  so  uncomfortable,  that  he  with: 
drew  to  York  in  Pennsylvania,  which  was  the 
residence  of  congress.  That  body  had  designed 
to  employ  him  on  the  proposed  expedition,  to 
Canada,' but  that  being  abandoned,  he  was<not 
directed  with  Fayette  and  De  Kalb,  .to  rejoin 
ottieraicon.  the  army.  Entertaining  no  hope  of.  being 
p^ib^^  called  on  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  new 
gj^ljj^^^  office,  he  resigned  his  commission  ..about  the 
last  of  April,  and  some  time  afterwards,  re- 
turned  to  France.* 

*  After  his  resignation,  general  Conway,  indulged  him- 
self frequently  in  expressions  manifesting  the  hostility 
of  his  temper  towards  the  commander  in  chief.  These 
indiscretions  were  very  ill  received  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army.  He  engaged  in  an  ahercation  with  general 
Cadwalader,  which  produced  a  duel,  in  which  Conway 
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It  was  at  once  supposed  that  the  baron  Stcu-  chap.vl 
ben  must  be  peculiarly  well  fitted  for  this  office,  irrs. 
and  he  consented  to  engage  in  its  duties  as  a 
volunteer.  He  performed  them' so  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
army,  and  of  congress,  that  after  the  resignation 
of  Conway,  he  was  strongly  recommended  by 
general  Washington  to  congress,  and  by  them 
appointed  to  the  office  with  the  rank  of  major 
general,  without  exciting  the  slightest  mur- 
mur. 

'  This  gentleman  was  of  real  service  to  the 
American  forces.  He  established  one  unifonn 
system  of  manceuvres;  and  by  his  skill  and 
persevering  industry,  effected  duf ing  the  con- 
tinuance  of  the  troops  at  Valley  forge,  a  most 

received  a  ground,  for  some  time  believed  to  be  mortal. 
While  ,his  recovery  was  despaired  of,  he  address^  the 
following  letter  to  general  Washington: 

Philadelphia,  July.  23,  irrs. 
Sir, 
*  I  find  myself  just  able  to  hold  the  pen  during  a  few 
minutes,  and  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sin- 
cere grief  for  having  done,  written,  or  said  any  thing 
disa^eeable  to  your  excellency*  My  career  will  soon  be 
over;  therefore,  justice  and  truth  prompt  mfc  to  declare 
my  last  sentiments.  You  are,  in  my  eyes,  tlie  great  and 
good  man.  May  you  long  enjoy  the  love,  veneration,  and 
esteem  of  these  states,  whose  liberties  you  have  asserted 
by  your  virtues* 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Phs,  Conway. 
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cuAP.vL  decisive  and  important  improvement  through 
1778.    all  ranks  of  the  army. 

While  in  winter  quarters,  general  Washington 
looked  forward  with  extreme  anxiety  to  the  en- 
suingcampaign.  He  counted  on  great  advantages 
from  being  enabled  to  open  it  early,  and  in  force ; 
but  this  experience  of  the  delays  with  which 
re-enforcements  were  drawn  to  camp  from  the 
different  states,  led  him  to  apprehend  that, 
notwithstanding  every  exertion  he  could  make, 
his  army  would,  as  heretofore,  be  so  feeble  in 
the  spring  as  to  be  exposed  to  the  utmost  dan- 
ger,  if  early  operations  should  be  undertaken 
against  it.  In  his  letters  to  congress,  and  to 
the  state  authorities,  this  apprehension  was 
pressed  with  great  force,  and  they  were  urged  to 
furnish  their  quotas  with  the  utmost  expedition. 
**  Sir  William  Howe,'*  he  observed  "  could 
scarcely  be  supposed  ignorant  of  the  strength 
of  the  American  army,  and,  if  he  was  ac- 
quainted  with  it,  would  certainly  open  the 
campaign  so  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit, 
unless  restrained  by  the  expectation  of  power- 
ful re- enforcements  from  Europe.  In  either 
event,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  imme- 
diately  to  place  the  army  on  a  respectable  foot- 
ing and  prepare  it  for  effectual  offensive,  or  de- 
fensive war.  If  the  enemy  should  commence 
his  operations  early,  it  was  essential  to  be  able 
to  meet  him  with  a  force  competent  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  country ;    if  he  should  remain 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  335 

•  within  his  lines,  in  the  expectation  of  large  re-  chap.vi. 
enforcements,  it  was  not  less  essential  to  put    irrs. 
the  American  army  in  a  .condition  to  act  offen* 
sively,  and  with  effect,  before  their  arrival.'' 

He  urged  likewise  a  timely  provision  of  arms 
and. accoutrements  for  the  soldiers;  and  endea- 
voured, by  calling  the  attention  of  the  farmers 
generally  to  the  article  of  provisions,  to  keep 
up.  a  sufficient  stock  in  the  country,  out  of 
which  supplies  might  be  obtained. 

He  pressed  too, with  great  earnestness,  ^^  a  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  arrangement  of  the  army, 
which  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  broken 
state  of  the  regiments.  He  represented  the 
alarming  and  distressing  consequences  which 
would  result  from  being  plunged  into  the  cam- 
paign before  the  arrangements  should  be  itiaide, 
and  the  army  properly  organized.  Whatever 
wisdom  congress  or  their  cpramittees  might 
use  in  the  choice  of  officers,  many  would  be 
disgusted,  and  would  resign,  or  refuse  the 
commissions  offered  to  them.  To  remedy  the 
confusion  and  disorder  which  this  state  of 
things  would  introduce,  was  not  the  work  of  a 
day.  To  establish  order,  regularity,  and  dis- 
cipline,  required  the  vigilance  of  every  officer, 
and  must  in  all  armies  flow  from  the  generals." 
However  desirous  congress  might  be  of  car- 
rymg  into  execution  every  wish  of  their  gene- 
xal,  it  was  impossible  to  do  so.  Their  own 
deliberations  were  unavoidably  slow,  and  as  the 
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cHAy.vL  raising  the  requisite  number  of  men  could  <aij 
If  7$*  be  effected  through  the  medium  and  agoicy  of 
the  state  governments,  no  celerity  in  dieir  own 
proceedings  could  have  given  dispatch  to  mea- 
sures, which,  however  immediate  their  neces- 
sity, were  to  be  adopted  by  so  many  different 
popular  assemblies,  before  diey  could  be  oar- 
ried  into  execution. 

The  number  of  men  expected  were  never 
raised,  and  the  establishment  of  the  army  was 
not  even  agreed  on  in  congress  until  about  iixe 
last  of  May.  The  inactivi^  of  the  campaign 
of  1778  was  such  as  to  enable  the  general  to 
effect,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  those  ar«^ 
rangements  respecting  the  officers  which  had 
been  suggested  early  in  the  winter,  and  ought 
to  have  been  immediately  entered  on. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

Congress  forbid  the  embarkation  of  the  British  troops 
taken  at  Saratoga*.  ••Burgoyne  permitted  to  depart...* 
Plan  of  reconciKation  with  America  agreed  to  in  par- 
liai]sent....Cbmiiiamcated  to«  and  rejected  by  congress.... 
The  resolutions  of  this  body  thereupoo....Infor«i|^on 
received  of  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  bein^  pnr 
tered  into  between  France  and  the  United  States....The 
difficulties  which  had  existed  in  the  cabinet  of  Versailles 
'  on  this  sub]ect....Great  Britain  declares  war  against 
France....Tbe  treiOiet  with  France  ratified  by  congreas 
...X^ompiaints.  made  by  general  Washington  of  the 
treatment  of  American  prisoners  in  possession  of  the 
enemy  ....Proceedings  of  congress  on  this  subject....A 
partial  exchange  of  prisoners  agreed  to. 

xJY  the  ccMivention  of  Saratoga,  it  had  been  1777. 
expressly  stipulated,  that  Boston  should  be  the 
place  from  whence  the  British  army  should 
embark  for  Europe.  It  was  a  ckcumstance, 
then  perhaps  unknown  to  general  Burgoyne, 
that,  as  some  time  must  elapse  before  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  vessels  tor  the  transportation 
43i  his  army  over  the  Atlantic  could  be  col- 
lected, the  season  of  die  year  would  arrive, 
when  it  becomes  extremely  difficult  to  make 
the  port  of  Boston ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
his  eml^rkation  would  probably  he  deferred 
'Until  the  ensuii^  spring. 

On  receiving  this  unwelcome  inteHigenee,   Nov  s#. 
he  immediately  applied  to  general  Washiogtpn 
to  change  the  port  of  embarkation,  and  to  sufa- 
3d2 
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cHAP.viL  stitute  Newport  in  Rhode  Island,  or  some  other 
irrr.  place  oA  the  Sound,  for  Boston.  If  any  con- 
siderations not  foreseen  should  make  this  pro- 
posal objectionable,  he  then  solicited  that,  both 
^  on  account  of  his  health  and  private  business, 
that  indulgence  might  be  granted  to  himself 
and  his  suite. 

This  request  being  one  on  which  the  general 
did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  decide,  it 
was  immediately  communicate^  to  congress  in 
terms  not  unfavourable  to  the  success  of  the 
application,  so  far  as  it  respected  general  Bur- 
goynt  and  his  suite;  but  the  objections  to  any 
change  in  the  convention  which  might  expedite 
the  transportation  of  the  army,  were  too 
weighty  to  be  passed  over.  The  difficulty  of 
embarking  them  at  Boston  was  considered  as 
an  advantage  not  to  be  relinquished.  If  the 
troops  should  be  permitted  to  sail  from  the 
Sound,  they  would,  on  any  reasonable  compu- 
tation, reach  England  in  the  early  part  of  the 
winter;  when,  in  conformity  with  the  stricter 
principles  of  good  faith,  they  might  be  em- 
ployed on  garrison  duty,  and  replaced  in  Ame- 
rica by  an  equal  number  of  other  troc^s,'  who 
might  reach  the  continent  in  time  for  the  next 
campaign.  The  effect  then  of  their  surrender 
would  only  be  to  take  them  out  of  service,  and 
to  diminish  so  far  the  force  of  the  enemy  for 
the  remnant  of  the  campaign  of  1777.  But  if 
the  literal  observance  of  this  article  of  the  con- 
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vention  should  be  insisted  on,  it  was  not  pro-  cHAP.va 
baWc  that  they  could  be  replaced  during  the  irrr. 
campaign  of  1778.  The  general  pressed  this 
subject  on  congress,  but  his  extreme  solicitude 
induced  him  to  address  letters  to  general  Gates 
ivho  was  then  at  Albany,  and  to  general  Heath 
who  commanded  at  Boston,  cautioning  both 
those  officers  against  any  sudden  assent  they 
might  inadvertently  give  to  the  proposal,  if 
made  to  them  also,  which  might  possibly  be 
considered  as  committing  the  faith  of  the 
United  States. 

This  measure  of  precaution,  so  far  as  it  res- 
pected congress,  was  entirely  unnecessary. 
That  body  was  inattentive  to  no  circumstance 
which  respected  the  captured  army.  The  faci- 
lity, with  which  the  convention  might  be  vio- 
lated on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  the  arms 
of  a  large  part  of  them  again  tilmed  against 
America,  so  soon  as  they  could  join  general  • 
Howe, .  seems  to  have  suggested  itself  to  the 
American  government  as  soon  as  the  first  re- 
joicings were  over;  and  such  was  the  then 
existing  temper  of  the  country,  that  the  faith 
and  honour  of  the  enemy  were  believed  by 
.many,. to  be  no  sufficient  securities  against  any 
injury  they  might  possess  the  power  of  practis- 
ing. Under  this  impression,  a  resolution  had 
passed  early  in  November,  directing  general 
Heath  ^^to  cause  to  be  taken  down  the  name 
and  rank  of  every  commissioned  officer,  and 
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cnAp.vn.  the  name,  fermer  place  of  abode,  occupatieii, 
irrr.  vise,  age,  and  description  of  every  non-conmis- 
rioned  officer  md  prWate  soldier,  and  dB  odier 
persons  comprehended  in  the  convention  made 
between  lieutena&t  general  Burgoyne  and  m^or 
feaeral  Gates  on  the  16th  of  October  1777; 
and  to  transmit  an  aiidientic  copy  thereof  to  tlie 
board  of  war,  in  cMxler  tluut  if  any  officer,  sol- 
dier, or  other  person  of  the  aaid  army  should 
hereafter  be  found  in  arms  agsinat  tbese  states 
in  North  America,  during  the  present  contest, 
he  might  be  convicted  of  the  offiaice,  and  suf- 
fer the  punishment  in  such  case  inflicted  by  the 
law  of  nations." 

Of  the  application  made  by  general  Burgojme 
to  congress  through  the  commander  in  chief, 
no  other  notice  was  taken  than  to  pass  a  resd« 
Intion,  ^*  that  general  Washington  be  directed 
to  inform  general  Burgoyne,  that  congress  will 
not  receive,  nor  consider  any  pnoposition  fitir 
indulgence,  nor  for  altering  the  terms  of  the 
cohveiAion  of  Saratoga,  unless  immediatdjr 
directed  to  their  own  body." 

December.  ContTSTy  to  cvcry  expectation,  a  fleet  of 
transports  was  prepared,  and  reached  Rhode 
Island  on  its  way  to  Boston,  in  the  montii  of 
December,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving-  the 
British  army  at  that  place.  But  before  its  ar- 
rival, the  suspicions  pre-conceived  by  congress 
had  ripened  into  conviction,  aiid  the  disposition 
to  secure  themselves  against  an  apprehended 
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breach  of  faith  qb  the  part  of  the  enemjr^  haAoMr^ 
been  confirmed  by  several  circumstances  in  the    iTtT* 
conduct  of  general  Burgoyne,  and  in  the  ap* 
pcacance  of  the  fleet  designed  for  the  transport 
Istion  of  his  army. 

On  arriving  at  Boston,  the  accommodatiatta 
for  his  officers  were  supposed  by  him  not  to  be 
sach  as  were  stipidated  by  the  convention^  in 
consequence  of  which,  after  a  fruitless  cones* 
pondence  with  general  Heath,  he  had  addressed 
a  letter  to  general  Gates^  in^  which  he  com- 
plained  of  the  very  inconvenient  quarters  as- 
signed his  officers,  as  a  breach  of  the  articles 
of  capitulation.  This  complaint  was  considered 
by  congress  in  a  very  serious  point  of  view, 
since  the  assertion  might,  very  possibly,  have 
been  made  for  the  purpose  of  letting  in  the 
principle,  that  a  breach  of  one  of  the  articles  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  had  absolved  the 
other  party  from  the  obligation  which  the  other 
articles  of  the  treaty  imposed  on  him. 

This  suspicion  was  strengthened  very  much, 
by  the  indiscreet  hesitation  of  general  Burgoyne 
to  permit  the  resolution  of  the  eighth  of  No* 
vember,  requiring  a  descriptive  list  of  his 
troops,  to  be  executed.  To  this  resolution  it 
was  supposed  no  just  objection  could  be  made, 
and  therefore  the  opposition  to  it  was  ascribed 
to  a  determination  already  formed,  to  adopt  the 
Une  of  conduct  it  was  designed  to  guard  against. 
Although  the  list  was  afterwards  taken,  this 
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cMAP.vii.  did  not  wipe  away  the  suspicions  winch  the 
irrr.    objection  to  it  had  excited. 

'  There  were  other  circumstances  which  ser- 
ved very  much  to  strengthen  the  impression 
ah-eady  made.  The  number  of  transpcuts  wei^ 
said  to  amount  only  to  twenty-six,  and  were 
supposed  too  few  to  convey  an  army  of  upiwtls 
of  five  thousand  men  to  Europe;  nor  was  it 
believed  possible  that  sir  William  Howe  could, 
so  soon,  have  laid  in  a  sufficient  stock  of  pro- 
visions for  the  voyage. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  to  the  embark- 
ation of  Burgoyne's  army,  founded  on  the  fears 
really  entertained  concerning  the  use  which 
would  be  made  of  them  so  soon  as  they  shoUld 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  United  States,  some 
trivial  infractions  of  the  convention '  were 
alleged  to  have  been  already  committed,  which, 
it  was  argued,  gave  to  congress  a  strict  right 
to  detain  them.  By  the  convention,  the  arms 
were  to  have  been  delivered  up,  and  it  appeared 
that  several  cartouch  boxes,  and  other  military 
accoutrements,  supposed  to  be  compreh^ided 
in  the  technical  term  artns^  had  been  detained. 
This  was  deemed  an  infraction  of  the  letter  of 
the  compact,  which,  on  rigid  principle,  autfaor- 
,ized  congress  to  use  those  measures  which 
were  afterwards  adopted. 

The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, who  reported  at  large  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  whereupon  congress  came  'to  the 
following  resolution. 
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**  Resolved,  that,  as  many  of  the  cartouchcMAP.vn. 
boxes,  and  several  other  articles  of  military  1777. 
accoutrements,  annexed  to  the  persons  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  included 
r  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  have  not  been 
delivered  up,  the  convention  on  the  part  of  the 
British  army  has  not  been  strictly  complied 
with^ 

^^  Resolved,  that  the  refusal  of  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Burgoyne  to  give  descriptive  lists  of  the 
Bon^  commissioned  officers  and  privates  belong- 
ing to  his  army,  subsequent  ta  his  declaration 
that  the  public  &ith  was  broken,  is  considered 
by  congress  in  an  alarming  point  of  view;  since 
a  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  congress 
could  only  have  been  prejudicial  to  that  army, 
in  case  of  an  infraction  of  the  convention  on 
their  part. 

^  ^  Resolved,  that  the  charge  made  by  lieutenant 
general  Burgoyne  in  his  letter  to  major  general 
Gates  of  the  14th  of  November,  of  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith  on  the  part  of  these  states,  is 
not  warranted  by  the  just  construction  of  any 
article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga;  that  it  is 
a  strong  indication  of  his  intention,  and  aiTords 
just  ground  of  fear  that  he  will  avail  himself  of 
such  pretended  breach  of  the  convention,  in 
order  to  disengage  himself  and  the  army  under 
lum  from  the  obligation  they  are  under  to  these 
United  States;   and  that  the  security  which 
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cMAy.va.  these  states  have  had  in  his  personal  honour,  is 
^  irrr.   hereby  destrojred. 

gBig»^        ^*  Resolyedy  therefore^  that  the  esabarkiukm 

S^bSmSi^  beutaaant  general  Burgojne  aod  the  troops 

S°Sm^  under  his  command  be  suspended,  uotil  a  dis** 

ttnet  and  explicit  ratificatioii  of  the  conventioia 

of  Saratoga  shall  be  properly  notified  by  the 

taburt  of  Grreat  Britain  to  congress. " 

These  resoluticms,  together  with  the  report 
<Hi  which  they  were  founded,  were  ordered  t9 
he  transmitted  to  the  several  states  and  to  genoi^ 
ral  Washington*  Two  copies  of  them  were 
sent  to  general  Heath,  with  directions  to  deli- 
Ter  one  of  them  to  gena*al  Burgoyne,  and  with 
further  directions  ^^  to  order  the  vessels  which 
0iay  have  arrived  or  which  shall  anive  for  the 
transportation  of  the  army  under  lieutenaat 
general  Burgoyne,  to  quit  without  delay  the 
port  of  Boston*" 

A  requisition  was  also  made  on  the  goi^em- 
ment  of  Massachussetts  Bay^  for  an  additional 
force  to  guard  the  British  army  during  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  transports  in  port,  and  for  so 
long  a  time  after  their  departure  as  the  execii- 
tive  of  that  state  should  think  necessary. 

On  receiving  these  resolutions,  goieral  Bur- 
goyne  addressed  a  letter  to  congress,  containing 
papers  on  which  he  grounded  a  defence  of  his 
conduct,  and  insisted  6n  the  embarkation  of 
his  army  conformably  with  the  articles  of  the 
convention;  but  the  committee,  to  whom  these 
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pap^  were  referred,  reputed  thek  oymon,caA».Tii. 
after  the  most  attentive  consideration  of  the  im* 
fetter  ^nd  papers,  to  be,  ^^  that  nothing  therein 
eontained  wA  sufficient  to  uidnce  congress  to 
recede  from  their  resolves  of  the  eigfadi  of 
lanmry  last,  respecting  the  conveocion  of 
Saratoga."  At  the  same  time  this  apfxliGBtioa 
was  made,  the  aid-du-camp  of  general  Bur* 
gojme  was  charged  widi  another  letter,  in  which, 
if  the  army  should  stiU  foe  detained,  he  solicited 
permission  for  himself  to  embark  at  Rhode 
Island,  or  some  other  place  on  the  Sound,  in 
consideration  of  his  health  which  greatly  re» 
quired  his  return  to  England.  This  request 
was  readily  acceded  to.  The  letier  which  i 
has  been  already  mentioned  was  at  the  sameto^ 
time  addressed  to  general  Washington,  express*- 
ing  great  respect  for  his  character,  and  sug* 
gesting  other  considerations  entirely  personid, 
for  wishing  to  obtain  the  indulgence  asked  for. 
The  ready  compliance  of  congress  with  his 
request  rendered  unnecessary  the  interposition 
of  general  Washington,  and  his  answer-  to 
Burgo3me  is  one  of  the  many  evidences  of  the 
sensibility  with  which  a  generous  mind  may 
contempbte  the  calamities  of  an  enemy. 

The  surrender  of  the  army  under  Burgoyne 
has  been  ^ated  to  have  made  a  very  strong 
impression  on  the  British  nation.  This  im- 
pression, notwithstanding  the  perseverance  with 
which  the  king  was  disposed  to  prosecute  the 
3£2 
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cMAf.viL  war,  at  length  made  its  way  into  die  cabinet^ 
177B.    where  Q  plan  of  pacification  was  determined  oa« 
After  the  repetition  of  several  moticms  on 
the  part  of  the  opposition,  tending  to  the  aban- 
donment of  the   American  war,   Icnnd  North 

gave  notice  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  he 

rthnmrj.  had  dlgcstcd  a  plan  of  reconciliation,  which  he 
designed  sh<Htly  to  lay  before  the  house. 
In  conformity  with  this  notice,  he  moved 
Plan  of  re.    for  leave  to  bring  in, '  ^  first.  A  bill  for  removing 
ri^n^   all  doubts  and  apprehensions  concerning  taxa- 
£J^'     tion  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  any 
of  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  North  Ame- 
rica. 

^*  Second.  A  bill  to  enable  his  majesty  to 
appoint  commissioners  with  sufficient  powers 
to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of 
quieting  the  disorders  now  subsisting  in  certain 
of  the  colonies  of  America." 

The  first  contained  a  declaration  that  parlia- 
*  ment  will  impose  no  tax  or  duty  whatever 
payable  within  any  of  the  colonies  of  North 
America,  except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be 
expe;dient  to  impose  for  the  purposes  of  com« 
merce,  the  net  produce  of  which  should  always 
be  paid  and  applied  to  and  for  the  use  of  the 
colonies  in  which  the  same  ^all  be  respectively 
levied,  in  like  manner  as  other  duties  collected 
under  the  authority  of  their  respective  legisla-^ 
tures  are  ordinarily  paid  and  applied. 
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The  second  authorized  the  qipointment  of  chap,  vp. 
commissioners  by  the  crown,  with  power  to  irrs. 
treat  either  with  the  constituted  authorities^  or 
with  individuals  in  America;  provided  that  no 
stipulations  which  might  be  entered  into  should 
have  any  effect  until  approved  in  parliament, 
other  than  as  is  afterwards  mentioned. 

It  is  then  enacted  that  the  commissioners 
may  have  power  to  proclaim  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities  in  any  of  the  colonies;  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  non  intercourse  law;  and  fur- 
ther to  suspend,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
act,  so  much  of  all  or  any  of  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment which  have  passed  since  the  10th  day  of 
February  1763,  as  relates  to  the  colonies. 

"  To  grant  pardon  to  any  number  or  des- 
cription  of  persons,  and  to  appoint  a  governor 
in  any  colony  in  which  his  majesty  had  hereto- 
fore exercised  the  power  of  making  such 
appointments/' 

The  duration  of  this  latter  act  was  limited 
to  the  first  day  of  June  in  the  year  1779. 

These  bills  passed  both  houses  of  parliament 
without  any  considerable  opposition. 

As  intelligence  was  received  by  the  minister,  Ij^fi-O  fJ^^rff 
about  the  time  of  their  being  introduced,  that 
a  treaty  had  taken  place  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  copies  of  them,  after  their 
first  reading,  and  before  they  had  gone  through 
the  requisite  forms,  were  hurried  to  America, 
to  be  laid  before  congress  and  the  public,  in.the 
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caup.viL  hope  and  expectation  that  they  might  connteract 
1778.    the  effects  which  it  was  supposed  the  treaty 

_^  with  France  wbuld  produce. 

Apru  General  Washingfton  had  very  early  intelH* 
gence  of  their  arrivial,  and  entertained  very 
serious  fears  of  their  operation.  The  disaf* 
.  fected  in  many  parts  of  the  United  Stat?e6  were 
already  very  numerous,  and  he  was  extremely 
apprehensive  that  the  publication  of  any  propo^ 
sitions  which  would  restore  peace^  and  that 
too  on  the  terms  originally  required  by  Ame* 
rica,  would  greatly  increase  their  numbers* 
He  feared  that  so  many  would  be  disposed  to 
abandon  the  struggle  for  independence;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  present  ease  and  safety,  to  re* 
new  their  ancient  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
modified  according  to  the  wishes  of  America 
previous  to  the  war,  as  to  increase  very  much 
the  difficulties  of  continuing  the  contest,  and 
to  render  its  issue  extremely  doubtful.  He 
immediately  forwarded  the  bills  to  congress  in 
a  letter  strongly  expressive  of  his  fears,  and 
suggesting  the  policy  of  preventing  by  all  pos- 
sible means,  and  especially  through  the  medium 
of  the  press,  the  malignant  influence  they  were 
calculated  to  have  on  the  public  mind. 

While  uncertain  of  the  truth  of  his  inteUi* 
gence  on  this  subject,  he  received  a  letter  from 
major  general  Tryon,  the  British  governor  of 
New  York,  dated  the  17th  of  April,  enclosuig 
him  a  copy  of  the  bills,  and  recommending 
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thfttt  thrQugjh  himi  they  might  "be  nm^  iMiowa  qup.viL 
to  the  oficen  and  men  undar.his  coiim«iid«  irr^ 
Th^  letter  was  accompaoied  with  a  certificate 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  bills  came  to  hia 
hands.  This  extraordinary  certificate  and  letter, 
Qontaiiuiigy  to  use  the  expression  of  the  genct 
ml  himself,  ^^  the  more  extmordinary  and  im« 
ptrtinieKit  request,''  that  the  contents  should 
be  ;tbrott|^  him  communicated  to  the  army, 
were  immediately  dispatched  to  congress.  

The  tot  letter  of  general  Washington,  com*   -^i^*- 
amnicatiog  the  drafts  of  the  bills  which  had 
been  received  out  of  Philadelphia,  was  taken 
up,  and  the  subject  acted  on  by  congress  in  the  ^"""'^ 
mamier  suggested  by  him.     It  was  referred  to  ^|^^^ 
a  commitlee  consisting    of  messrs.   Morris, 

Drayton,  and  Dana,  by  whom  a  report  was 

made,  investigating  the  bills  with  great  acute*  ^p^'"- 
ness,  as  welt  as  a^>^ity ,  and  in  a  manner  well 
calculated  to  prevent  the  effects  it  had  been 
^pprehm^d  they  would  have  on  the  timid  and 
midecided  characters  which  abounded  in  many 
(rf'the  states.  This  report,  which  was  unani- 
mously  approved  and  confirmed  by  congress, 
concludes  a  very  severe  criticism  on  the  linlls, 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  ivas 
made,  in  the  following  manner. 

^^  From  all  which,  it  aj^ean  evident  to  your 
committee,  that  the  said  bills  are  intended  to 
operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  ci  the  good 
people  of  these  states,  so  as  to  create  divisions 
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cHAP.viL  among  theid,  and  a  defection  from  tlie  com* 
1778.  '  mon  cause,  liow,  by  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence  drawing  near  to  a  favourable  issue: 
that  they  are  the  sequel  of  that  insidious  plan, 
which,  from  the  days  of  the  stamp  act  down  to 
the  present  time,  hath  involved  this  country  in 
contention  and  bloodshed;  and  that,  as  in  other 
cases,  so  in  this,  although  circumstances  may 
force  them  at  times  to  recede  from  their  unjus- 
tifiable  claims,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  they 
will,  as  heretofore,  upon  the  first  favourable 
occasion,  again  display  that  lust  of  domination 
which  hath  rent  in  twain  the  mighty  empire  of 
Britain. 

''Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  as 
the  Americans  united  in  this  arduous  contest 
upon  principles  of  common  interest,  for  the 
defence  of  common  rights  and  privileges; 
which  union  hath  been  cemented  by  common 
calamities,  and  by  mutual  good  offices  and 
affection;  so  the  great  cause  for  which  they 
contend,  and  in  which  all  mankind  are  inter- 
ested, must  derive  its  success  from  the  ccNiti* 
nuance  of  that  union;  wherefore,  any  men,  or 
body  of  men,  who  should  presume  to  make 
any  separate  or  partial  convention  or  agreement 
with  commissioners  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britian,  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  ccmsi- 
dered  and  treated  as  open  and  avowed  enemies 
of  these  United  States. 
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"And  further,  the  committee  beg  leave  to.^HAP.vn. 
report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  these  United    irrs. 
States  cannot  with  propriety  hold  any  confer- 
ence  or  treaty  with  any  commissioners  on  the     , 
part  of  Great  Britain,   unless  they  shall,  as 
a  preliminary  thereto,   either  withdraw  their 
fleets  and  armies,  or  else  in  positive  and  ex- 
press terms,    acknowledge  the  independence 
of  the  said  states. 

^*  And,  in  as  much  as  it  appears  to  be  the 
design  of  the  enemies  of  these  states  to  lull 
them  into  a  fetal  security;  to  the  end  that  they 
may  act  with  a  becoming  weight  and  impor- 
tance, it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that 
the  several  states  be  called  upon  to  use  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  to  have  their  respective 
quotas  of  continental  troops  in  the  field,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  that  all  the  militia  of  the  said 
states  may  be  held  in  readiness  to  act  as  occa- 
sion may  require." 

This  report,  and  the  resolutions  upon  it 
were  ordered  to  be  published.  Such  were  the 
apprehensions  yet  entertained  by  many,  of  the 
ill  effect  which  might  be  produced  in  America 
by  proclaiming  the  opinion  that  no  negotiation 
ought  to  be  entered  into  without  a  previdus 
withdrawing  of  the  troops  from  America,  or 
acknowledgment  of  American  independence, 
that  a  motion  was  made  not  to  publish  the  pa- 
jragraph  containing  that  sentiment  with  the 
report.    This  proposition,  however,  was  over- 

VOL.  III.  3f 
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CHAP,  vii.  ruled  by  a  great  majority^  and  the  whole  was 
1778.    communicated  to  the  public  at  the  same  time. 

dS^'^rf'Su      '^^^  succeeding  day,  other  resolutions  were 

body  there-  passcd,  recommcnding  it  to  the  different  states 

to  pardon,  under  such  limitations  as  they  might 

respectively  think  proper  to  make,  such  of  their 

misguided  citizens  as  had  levied  war  against 

,  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  was  accompanied  with  an 
order,  directing  it  to  be  printed  in  English  and 
in  German,  and  requesting  general  Washing- 
ton to  take  such  measures  as  he  should  deem 
most  effectual  for  circulating  the  copies  among 
the  American  levies  in  the  enemy's  army. 

This  measure  had  been  originally  recom- 
mended by  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  re- 
solution, requiring  him  to  cause  its  circulation 
in  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  afforded  a  fair  retort 
on  major  general  Tryon.  In  a  letter  to  that 
officer,  acknowledging  the  receipt  from  him  of 
that  which  enclosed  the  bills  brought  into  par- 
liament, he  transmitted  to  him  copies  of  the 
resolve  just  mentioned,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  be  instrumental  in  making  them  known 
to  the  persons  on  whom  they  were  to  operate. 
During  these  transactions,  the  frigate  la 
Sensible  arrived  with  the  important  and  inte- 
resting  intelligence,  that  treaties  of  alliance,  and 
of  commerce,  had  been  formed  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  France.  Thi& 
intelligence  was  brought  ovqr  by  mr.  Simeon 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  403^ 

Deane,  the  brother  of  the  American  minister  iacHAP.vtL 
Paris,   who,  while  on, his  way  to  congress^    1778.. 
communicated  it  to  general  Washington. 

The  jojr  which  this  event  diffused  throughout 
die  United  States  may  readily  be  conceived.. 
It  had  long  been  anxiously  expected,  and  the 
delays  attending  it  had  been  such,  as,  at  length, 
to  excite  serious  apprehensions  that  it  would 
never  take  place. 

France,  naturally  the  rival  of  Britain,  was 
yet  extremely  sore  under  the  wounds  inflicted 
during  the  war,  which  terminated  in  1763.  It 
was  impossible  to  reflect  on  a  treaty  which 
had  wrested  from  her  so  fair  a  part  of  North 
America,  without  feeling  resentments  which 
would  seek  the  first  occasion  of  gratification. 

The  growing  discontents  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies  were  consequently 
viewed  at  a  distance  with  secret  satisfaction  ; 
but  rather  as  a  circumstance  which  might  have 
some  tendency  to  weaken  and  embarrass  a  rival 
power,  and  which  from  motives  of  general 
policy  was  to  be  encouraged,  than  as  one  from- 
which  any  definite  and  ascertained  good  was  ta 
be  derived. 

Indeed,  the  advantage  most  particularly  con- 
templated from  this  quarrel,  seems  to  have 
been  security,  during  its  continuance,  from, 
any  tiews  which  the  restless  temper  and  ambi- 
tion attributed  to  the  court  of  London  might 
•form  for  the  disturbance  of  France. 
3f2 
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cHAP.vir.  That  nation  appears,  at  that  time,  to  have 
1778.  required  and  wished  for  repose.  The  great 
exertions  of  the  preceding  disastrous  war  had 
so  deranged  its  finances,  that  the  wish  to  culti- 
vate  peace  see^is  to  have  predominated  in  the 
cabinet.  The  young  monarch,  who  had  just 
ascended  the  throne,  possessed  a  pacific,  un- 
ambitious temper,  by  no  means  inclined  to 
hazard  his  own  dominions  for  the  sake  of  ha- 
rassing his  neighbours;  and  the  councils  of 
France  were  guided  by  men  alike  indisposed 
to  disturb  the  general  tranquillity. 

The  jealousy,  then,  and  the  resentment 
towards  England,  which  prevailed  in  the  cabinet 
and  the  nation,  were  restrained  from  displaying 
themselves  by  a  disinclination  to  encounter  the 
financial  embarrassment^  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  war,  and  which  must  be  greatly 
increased  by  once  more  entering  the  lists,  and 
measuring  strength  with  that  rival  power. 

In  a  memorial  presented  in  1774  by  the  count 
De  Vergennes  to  Louis  XVI.  soon  after  the 

^  commencement  of  his  reign,   in  which  that 

minister  lays  before  his  sovereign  the  proba- 
bilities of  being  able  to  maintain  peace  with  the 
continental  powers  of  Europe,  he  proceeds  to 
say,  "  if  after  having  taken  a  view  of  the  conti- 
nent, we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  ocean,  do  we  per- 
ceiye  there  greater  motives  for  security  ?  we  see 
by  our  side  an  unquiet  nation,  more  jealous  of 
the  prosperity  of  her  neighbours  than  anxious 
for  her  own  happiness;  powerfully  armed,  and 
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ready  to  strike  the  instant  it  may  suit  her  tgcaAP.vii. 
threaten.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  with  177% 
respect  to  her.  Whatever  parade  the  British 
ministers  may  make  of  their  pacific  dispositions, 
we  cannot  count  on  those  dispositions  longer 
than  their  domestic  embarrassments  may  con- 
tinue. These  may  cease.  They  may  even- 
increase  to  such  a  point  as  to  determine  the 
government  to  give  this  restlessness  of  spirit  a 
direction  dgainst  external  objects.  It  is  not 
without  example  for  the  cry  of  war  with  France, 
to  be  the  signal  of  union  to  the  parties  which 
divide  England." 

In  April  1776,  a  memorial  was  presented 
by  the  count  De  Vergennes  upon  the  manner 
I  in  which  France  and  Spain  ought  to  contem- 
plate the  consequences  of  the  quarrel  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Several  ex- 
tracts from  the  reflections  of  mr.  Turgot  on 
this  memorial  have  b^n  published,  and  serve 
to  show  the  ideas  then  entertained  by  the  cabi- 
net of  Versailles  on  this  subject. 

These  reflections  close  with  a  recapitulation 
of  the  ideas  contained  in  the  body  of  the  work, 
in  which  mr.  Turgot  says;.  *^in  going  over 
with  monsieur  De  Vergennes  the  various 
practicable  modes  in  which  the  quarrel  be- 
tween England  and  her  colonies  may  terminate, 
it  has  appeared  to  me,  that  the  event,  the  most 
.  desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  two  crowns 
(France  and  Spain)  would  be,  that  England 
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cHAP.viL  should  conquer  the  resistance  of  her  colonies^ 
^78.  ahd  force  them  to  submit  to  her  yoke.  The 
reasons  for  this  opinion  are,  if  the  colonies 
should  only  be  subjugated  by  the  ruin  of  all 
their  resources,  England  would  lose  the  advan- 
tages she  has  hitherto  drawn  from  them,  during 
peace,  by  the  increase  of  her  commerce ;  and 
during  war,  by  the  use  she  has  been  able  to 
make  of  their  strength.  If  on  the  contrary, 
the  vanquished  colonies  preserve  their  riches 
and  their  population,  they  will  preserve  their 
courage,  and  their  desire  of  independence;  and 
will  force  England  to  employ  a  part  of  her 
forces  to  prevent  another  insurrection. 

'^  The  supposition  of  an  absolute  separation 
of  the  colonies  from  the  mother  country  appears 
to  me  infinitely  probable.  Whenever  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies  shall  be  complete,  and 
shall  be  acknowledged  by  the  English  them- 
selves, there  will  result  from  thence  a  total 
revolution  in  the  political  and  commercial  con- 
nexiofi  between  Europe  and  America ;  and  I 
believe  firmly  that  all  the  European  powers  will 
be  compelled  to  abandon  all  empire  over  their 
colonies,  to  leave  them  an  entire  liberty  of 
commerce  with  all  nations,  and  to  be  content 
with  partaking  of  that  liberty  in  common  with 
others,  and  preserving  with  their  colonies  the 
bonds  of  friendship  and  relationship. 

"  A  reconciliation  above  all,  and  a  speedy 
reconciliation  between  England  and  America, 
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appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  state  of  things  in  chap.vil 
which  t^e  two  crowns  can  have  to  apprehend    irrcj^ 
immediate  danger." 

In  the  investigation  of  this  danger  mr. 
Turgot  declares  the  opinion  that  it  may  pro- 
ceed either  from  England  or  from  Spain* 

With  respect  to  England,  he  agrees  with  the 
count  De  Vergennes,  that  the  existing  admi- 
nistration had  no  hostile  views,  and  he  thinks 
further  that  nq  new  minister  would  commence 
a  war  until  he  had  consummated  the  work  of 
pacification  in  America. 

On  the  part  of  Spain,  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended, that  her  too  great  confidence  in  her 
strength,  and  her  hate  of  England,  might  lead 
his  catholic  majesty  into  measures  of  hostility. 

It  was  therefore  equally  important  to  guard 
agsunst  being  surprised  by  England,  or  drawn 
too  far  by  the  ardour  which  might  be  supposed 
to  exist  in  Spain. 

Mr.  Turgot  then  proceeds  thus.  **  With 
respect  to  the  measures  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued  by  the  two  crowns  to  prevent  the  danger 
which  may  threaten  them,  I  think  precisely 
with  the  xount  De  Vergennes,  in  the  necessitjr 
of  rejecting  every  plan  of  aggression  on  our 
part. 

.  ^*  First,  for  moral  reasons,  which  are  so 
conformable  to  the  known  opinions  of  the  two 
monarchs. 

^^  In  the  second  place,  on  account  of  the  con- 
dition  in  which  the  king  haisr  found  his  finances, 
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CHAP,  vn.  and  his  forces,  both  by  land  and  sea;  of  the  nc* 

1778.    cessity  of  time  to  regenerate  all  those  branches 

of  his  power;  and  of  the  danger  of  perpetuating 

our  weakness  by  premature  exertions  of  our 

.  strength. 

"  In  the  third  place,  for  the  decisive  reason, 
that  an  offensive  war  on  our  part  would  recon- 
cile the  mother  country  to  her  colonies,  by 
giving  to  the  minister  a  pretext  for  yielding, 
and  to  the  colonies,  a  motive  for  acceding  to 
his  propositions,  in  order  to  obtain  time  to 
consolidate  themselves,  to  ripen  their  project, 
and  to  multiply  Aeir  means.'* 
-  He  then  treats  of  the  idea  of  sending,  without 
hostile  views,  a  body  of  troops,  and  a  fleet  into 
thp  French  colonies  to  put  them  into  a  state  of 
defence,  and  to  secure  them  against  invasion. 

This  plan  he  rejects  as  ruinous,  insufficient 
and  dangerous. 

Ruinous,  because  it  would  involve  an  ex» 
pense  which  must  last  as  long  as  their  fears> 
and  which  might  be  more  embarrassing  to  the 
department  of  finance  than  even  war  itself, 
because  those  extraordinary  measures  which 
wair  might  justify,  would  not  be  authorizred. 

Insufficient,  because  England  would  not 
undertake  to  attack  the  two  crowns  in  America^ 
without  sending  thither  superior  forces.  And 
dangerous,  because  it  would  compel  the  En- 
glish minister  to  send  into  America,  at  least 
equal  squadrons,  and  to  prepare  for  war 
throughout  the  British  dominions,  a  measure. 
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which  would  probably  have  the  same  effect  chakvil 
with  actual  war  in  bringing  about  areconcilia*    1778. 
tion  between  the  two  parties,  and  thus  provok- 
ing the  danger  which  was  sought  to  be  avoided. 

The  memorial  concludes  with  stating  the 
necessity  of  limiting  themselves  to  measures  of 
precaution  less  expensive,  and  approaching 
less  to  a  state  of  hostility. 

These  were,  "  first.  To  watch  attentively- 
all  those  circumstances  which  might  notify  the 
approach  of  danger. 

^^  In  particular,  to  observe  the  seacoasts  of 
the  isles  and  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  pro- 
cure frequent  information  of  what  was  passing 
on  the  bank  of  Newfoundland. 

"  To  observe  in  England,  the  condition  of 
their  troops,  and  of  their  armaments,  as  well 
as  the  state  of  the  public  credit,  and  of  that  of 
the  minister. 

"  To  endeavour  to  be  informed  of  what  is 
passing  in  the  English  colonies,  avoiding  in 
the  mean-time  every  thing  which  might  create 
an  opinion,  that  we  have  there  any  direct  and 
authorized  agent. 

*^  Second.  To  iacilitate  to  the  colonists  the 
means  of  procuring,  in  the  way  of  commerce, 
the  articles,  and  even  the  money,  which  they 
need;  but  without  departing  from  neutrality, 
and  without  giving  them  direct  succours. 

"  Third.  To  re-establish  without  eclat  our 
marine;  to  fill  our  magazines,  repair  our  ves- 

VOL.  III.  3  G 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


410  I'HE  UR  OF 

cHAP.va  sels,  and  put  ourselves  in  a  condition  to  ftttiut 
irrs.    with  dispatch,  when  it  shldl  be  necessaiy,  a 
squadron  at  Toulon,  and   another  at  -Brest^ 
while  Spidn  shall  fit  out  one  at  Ferrol. 

''  Fourth.  If  we  shall  have  just  cause  to  fear 
still  more  imminent  danger,  actually  to  fit  out 
the  squadrons  but  detain  them  in  port."^ 

But  the  advice  with  which  this  part  of  the 
subject  closes  is,  **  to  precipitate  nothing,  un- 
less the  conduet  of  England  should  afford  real 
cause  to  believe  that  she  had  determined  to 
commence  hostilities." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  memorial,  the 
deficit  in  the  revenue  is  stated  at  twenty  million 
of  livres;  tod  the  military  and  marine  establish- 
ments, to  be  in  a  state  of  weakness  which  could 
scarcely  be  imagined.  "  Yet,"  continues  mr. 
Turgot,  **  our  condition  is  not  so  desperate  as 
to  be  unable  to  find  resources  to  support  a  war, 
if  one  should  be  absolutely  necessary,  especially 
if  there  should  be  a  probability  of  such  success 
as  might  abridge  its  duration. 

*^  But  it  must  be  confessed,  that  a.  war  ought 
to  be  avoided  as  the  greatest  of  all. possible 
misfortunes,  since  it  would  reader  imi»acti- 
<^le  for  a  long  time^  perhaps  forever,  a  re- 
form  absolutely  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  state,  and  to  the  ease  of  the  people*  By 
making  a  premature  exertion  of  our  strength 
we  shall  risk  the  perpetuation  of  our  weakness.?' 

Such  was  the  advice  given  by  his  counseUofB 
to  the  French  monarch;  and  such  was  the  sys- 
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lx»n  which,  foratime,  regulated  the  conduct  chap,  vn 
of  the  cabinet  of  Versailles  towards  America,  irrs. 
'  It  wa&^eemed  of  the  last  importance  to  avoid 
a  war  with  England,  and  to  prevent  a  speedy 
reconciUation  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies;  although  it  was  thought  most  de- 
sirable that  the  contest,  whenever  it  did  end, 
should  terminate  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
latter. 

Another  party,  however,  was  formed  in  the 
<etibinet,  to  whose  political  system  subsequent 
events,  at  length,  gave  the  ascendency.  At 
the  head  of  this  party  the  queen  is  understood 
*  to  have  been  placed.  Its  avowed  object  was  to 
seize  the  present  moment  to  revenge  past  inju- 
iriea,  humble  the  haughty  rival  of  France,  and 
^smember  the  empire  of  Britain. 

Very  early  in  the  contest,  the  attention  of 
.America  had  been  directed  to  foreign  powers, 
^eend  particularly  to  France.  The  absolute  want 
of  arms  and  ammunition  and  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  those  articles 
by  ordinary  means,  had  induced  the  appoint- 
ment,  in  1775,  of  agents  to  procure  military 
stores  abroad,  whose  communications  were 
with  a  secret  committee  empowered  to  corres- 
pond with  their  friends  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland 
end  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Soon  afterwards,  mr.  Silas  Deane  was  de- 
puted to  France,  as  a  political  and  commercial 
agent.    He  arrived  in  Paris  in  the  spring  of 
3  c  2 
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cHAP,viL  1776,  with  instructions  to  sound  the  disposi^ 

1778.    tioDs  of  the  cabinet  cm  the  e;Kisting  controversy 

between  Great  Britain  tad  her  colcHiies^  and  to 

endeavour  to  obtain,  supplies  of  milittey  stares% 

The  imt)res&ion  that  a  reconciliation  between 
the  mother  country  and  htr  colonies  Would 
certainly  take  place,  was  carefuUy  enforced  by 
lord  Stormont,  the  British  minister  at  the  ooult 
of  France,  and  produced  real  apprehensions 
that  a, settlement  of  diflference^  between  the 
two  countries  would  be  followed  Jl>y  serious 
consequences  to  their  islands  in  the  West 
Indies.  Mr*  Deane,  aided  by  the  countenluicft 
of  the  government,  had  obtained  a  sufficient* 
quantity  of  military  stores  to  load  three  vesaels; 
but  the  apprehensions  of  lUi  aocomniod^oil^ 
and  of  the  union  of  both  countries  ^[aintt 
France,  should  she  appear  to  have  interfered 
in  their  quarrel,  produced^  notwithstandit^  th^ 
assurances  of  mr.  Deane  that  no  accommodation 
would,  or  could  take  place,  a  suspensipn  of 
the  order  for  furnishing  him  with  the  itiilitary 
stores. 

The  declaration  of  Independence  had  a  veiy ' 
favourable  influence  on  tlie  affiurs  of  America^ 
by  encouraging  the  court  of  Versailles  priyatdy, 
to  assist  with  the  means  of  continuing  the  war; 
but  the  hope  of  being  acj^nowledged  and  treated 
with  as  an  independent  power,  was  entirely 
disappointed* 

In  fact,  the  independence  of  America  waa 
not  desired.   In  addition  to  this  it  was  foreseen 
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that  Ml  adcfldwlcdgmeM  of  It  would  prodtic*  ciiAKVtt. 
an  hnttiediate  war  with  Britain,  in  which  irrs. 
France  was  by  no  means  willing  at  present  to 
engage*  In  the  mean-time,  however,  by  j[>ermit- 
ting  the  ships  of  America  to  ejitek*  her  porte, 
sind  fitid  protection  in  them,  every  facility  was 
given  t6  the  obtaining  of  those  snpjdiek  which 
were  indispensably  necessary  to  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  It  was  stated  to  mr.  Deane,  that 
an  iaokhowledgment  Of  the  independence  of 
Amciiica,  unaccompanied  with  ixrar,  could  be 
of  iso  service,  and  that  if  Fkance  should  be 
compelled  to  make  w&r  On  England,  it  wduld 
bt  lAuch  more  just  and  honourable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Worldi  to  ndiake  it  oii  some  other  account; 
and  if  m4de  at  tfl,  h  Was  the  same  thingtothe 
United  States  of  America.  In  one  important 
view  it  wte  better  for  them  to  have  it  origiilate 
from  any  other  cause,  as  she  would  be  under 
less  iniportant  obligations. 

Thus,  France  excused  hersielf  from  taking 
any  open  part  in  the  quarrel,^  btit  gave  assur? 
ances  that  the  indulgencies  heretofore  granted 
would  be  cotitintaed,  and  held  out  hopes  that  a 
rupture  between  the  two  erowns  wis  by  no 
means  improbable. 

Before  *the  declaration  of  independence  was 
made-,  so  soon  as  congress  had  come  to  a  reso- 
lution in  favour  of  it,  a  comtnittee  was  appointed 
to  prepare  the  plan  of  a  treaty  to  be  proposed 
to  foreign  powers,  which,  after  a  very  long 
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oy-yP'  discussion,  was  at  length  agreed  to,  and  mini^ 
I7f8.  ters  were  appointed  to; negotiate  ^  treaties 
proposed. 

Mr.  Franklin,  mr'.  Deane,  and  mr.  Jeferson, 
were  elected ;  but  the  last  mentioned  gentleman 
having  declined  accepting  the  app^ntment 
offered  him,  mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  in  London 
was  chosen  in  his  place. 

These  transactions  were  placed  on  tl^  secret 
journals,  and  no  member  was  permitted  to 
give  any  specific  information  concerning  them, 
or  to  state  more  than,  ^'  that  congress  had  taken 
such  steps  as  they  judged  necessary  tor  obtain- 
ing foreign  alliances."  The  secret  committle 
were  directed  to  make  an  efectual  lodgment 
in  France  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  snb* 
ject  to  tibe  order  of  these  commissioners. 

They  assembled  in  Paris  early  in  the  winter, 
and  had  an  immediate  interview  with  the  count 
*De  Vergennes.  It  was  perceived  that  the  im*' 
mense  success  of  the  American  cruisers,  whose 
captures  had  been  so  considerable  as  to  raise 
the  price  of  insurance  higher  than  it  had  heestk 
at  any  time  during  the  war  with  both  Fiance 
and  Spain,  had  excited  a  very  fiivouraUe 
opinion  of  the  capacities  and  energies  of  the 
nation ;  that  the  ports  of  France  would  remain 
open  to  their  ships,  and  that  the  American 
merchants  might  freely  vend  in  them  every 
article  of  commerce,  and  purchase  whatever 
might  be  useful  for  their  country;  but  thatrthe 
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ihiniBterwas  extremely'cautious  of  giving  um-  ceaf.vu. 
brage  to  England,  and  was  therefore  de9irous  irri* 
of  avoiding  their  open  reception ,  of  acknow* 
ledging  thenn,  or  entering  into  '  any  formal 
neg^ation  with  them,  as  the  ministers  from 
congress.  So  exactly  did  the  count  De  Ver- 
gennes  conform  to  the  cautious  system  he  had 
prescribed  for  himself,  that,  though  the  fact 
was  well  known  to  the  ministers  of  the  United 
States,  that  military  stores  to  a  considerable 
amount  had  been  taken  out  of  the  king's  maga- 
sioes,  in  order  to  be  exported  to  America,  yet 
he  affected,  in  their  presence,  to  know  nothing 
of  this  operation,  and  claimed  no  nierit  for  his 
court  on  that  account.  He  also  intimated  to 
them  that  it  would  be  well  taken,  if  they  would 
communicate  with  no  other  p^^on  about  the 
court  but  himself,  concerning  their  affairs. 
:  Their  applications  for  naval  assistance,  bot- 
tomed on  the  advantages  France  and  her  colo- 
nies would  derive  from  the  independence  of  the 
United  States,  were  positively  rejected;'  but 
the  rejection  was  accompanied  with  r6asons> 
lendii%  to  show  that  the  American  cause  would 
not  be  promoted  by  such  aid. 
•  In  this  state  of  the  negotiation,  the  titmost 
circumspection  was  used  with  regard  to 
England.  Every  step  was  taken  publicly  to 
gratify  her.  The  remonstrances  of  her  ambists- 
sador  were  scrupulously  attended  to;  the  de- 
parture of  ships  having. military  stores  on  board 
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cmy^YiL  was  forbidden,  though  they  were  afterwanb 
1778.  privately  permitted  to  sail,  or  sailed  wit}ii>ut 
permission ;  ofieers,  who  had  leave  of  ahseoce, 
and  were  about  to  join  the  American  v|ny, 
were  recalled,  strict  orders  were  given  that 
American  prizes  should  not  be  sold  iq  the 
ports  of  France;  and,  on  some  occasions,  they 
went  so  far  as  to  compel  the  cruisers  to  give 
up  the  ships^  they  had  captured,  aad  hroitght 
into  port,  and  to  give  security  ti^  return  imme- 
diately to  America,  and  cruise  no  more  in  the 
European  seas.  During  these  public  demon- 
strations of  dispositions  favourable  to  England, 
it  was  intimated  privately  to  the  American 
ministers  by  persons  about  the  court,  that, 
though  these  measures  were  necesisary  for  the 
present,  they  might  be  assured  of  the  good  will 
of  the  French  government:  means  were  taken 
to  facilitate  to  diem  the  negotiations  of  loans; 
and  the  6wners  of  American  privateers,  though 
forbidden  to  sell  their  prizes  or  to  have  thein 
cond^nmed,  found  means  privately  to  dispQ$e 
pf  them,  and  turn  them  into  money/ 
.  Matters  remained  in  this  fluctuating  state 
from  December .  1776,  to  December  1777. 
Privately  encouraged,  while  publicly  discoun- 
tenanced, the  prospects  of  the  American  minis- 
ters varied  according  to  the  complexion  of 
American  affairs.    A  gentleman'  whose  official 
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situation  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  inspect  all  chap.vji. 
th^  communications  of  foreign  ministers,  ob-  1778. 
serves,  "  that  the  defeat  on  Long  Island,  the 
reduction  of  New  York,  and  the  train  of  disas- 
terous  events  in  1776  which  have  already  been 
mentioned,  sunk  the  credit  of  the  Americans 
very  low^  and  abated  much  of  the  national 
ardour  for  their  support.  Their  subsequent 
successes  at  Trenton  and  Princeton  effaced 
these  impressions,  and  rekindled  active  zeal  in 
their  behalf.  The  capture  of  Burgoyne  fixed 
these  wavering  politics.  The  success  of  the 
Americarts  in  the  campaign  of  1777,  placed 
them  on  high  ground.  Their  enmity  had 
proved .  itself  formidable  to  Britain,  and  their 
friendship  became  desirable  to  France.  Having 
helped  themselves,  they  found  it  less  difficult 
to  obtain  help  from  others.  The  same  interest 
which  hitherto  had  directed  the  court  of  France 
to  a  temporizing  policy,  now  require'd  decisive 
conduct.  Previous  delay  had  favoured  the 
dismeniberment  of  the  empire,*  but  further 
procrastination  bid  fair  to  promote,  at  least 
such  a  federal  alliance  of  the  disjointed  parts 
of  the  British  empire,  as  would  be  no  less 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  France,  than  a  re- 
union of  its  severed  parts. 


•  This  sentiment  of  mr.  R.  we  do  not  adopt.  The  de- 
lay did  not,  it  is  believed,  favour  the  dismemberment, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  object* 
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CHAP.  VII.  The  news  of  the  capitulation  at  Sarategft 
\fU.  reached  France  v«y  early  in  December  1777* 
The  American  deputies  took  that  opportunity 
to  press  for  an  acceptance  of  the  treaty  winch 
had  been  under  consideration  for  the  precec^ng 
twelve  months.  It  was  stated  to  be  of  the  last 
importance,  at  thb  juncture,  when  Britain 
would,  most  probably,  make  proposals  for  an 
accommodation,  that  congress  should  know, 
jM'ecisely ,  what  was  to  be  expected  from  France 
and  Spain. 

They  were  inft>rmed  by  mr.  Girard,  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  king's  council  of  state, 
that  it  was  decided  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  and  to  'make  a 
treaty  with  them.  That  in  the  treaty,  no  ad.- 
vantage  would  be  taken  of  their  situation  to 
obtain  terms,  which,  otherwise,  it  would  not 
be  convenient  for  them  to  agree  to.  That  his 
most  christian  majesty  desired  the  treaty  once 
made  should  be  durable,  and  their  amity  to 
subsist  forever,  which  could  not  be  expected, 
if  each  nation  did  not  find  an  interest  in  its 
continuance,  as  well  as  in  its  commencement. 
It  was  therefore  intended  that  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  should  be  such,  as  the  new  formed  states 
would  be  willing  to  agree  to,  if  they  had  been 
long  since  established,  and  in  the  fullness  of 
strength  and  power;  and  such  as  they  should 
approve  of,  when  that  time  should  come. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty  was  fixed  in 
his  determination,  not  only  to  acknowledge,  but 
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to  support  their  independence.  That  in  dding  cmap.vil 
this,  he  might  probably  soon  foe  engotged  in  a  irrs. 
war;  yet,  he  should  not  expect  any  oompea* 
aation  from  the  United  States  on  that  aocoiintt 
nor  was  it  pretended  that  he  acted  whoUy  for 
their  sakes;  since,  besides  his  real  good  will 
to  them,  it  was  manifestly  the  interest  of 
f  ranoe,  that  the  power  of  £ngland  should  be 
diminished  by  the  separation  of  the  colonies 
froni  its  ^vemment.  The  only  condition  he 
should  require,  and  rely  on,  would  be,  that 
the  United  Slates,  in  no  peace  to  be  made, 
should  give  up  their  independence^  and  return 
to  their  obedience  to  the  British  government. 

On  determining  to  act  decisively,  a  courier 
had  been  immediately  dispatched  to  the  court 
cf  Madrid,  with  information  of  the  line  of  con^ 
d«act' about  to  be  pursued  by  France.  On  his 
return,  the  negotiation  was  taken  up  in  earnest, 
and  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  was 
aoon  concluded^  the  terms  of  which,  though 
not  so  advantageous  as  the  wishes  of  America 
would  have  suggested,  were  by  no  means  coa- 
tradictory  to  the  disposition  of  .the  king,  as 
disclosed  to  the  American  ministers  by  the  sieur 
Girard;  and,  certainly,  did  not  claim  concessions 
which  the  actual  situation  of  the  United  States 

:migfat  have  induced  them  to  make.* 

■         »        ■         ■    I — ■ 

♦  While  the  ministers  were  solidtitig  the  c<mrt  6i 
Ft^nce  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  them,  mr.  Lee  set  out 
for  Viemut,  snd  BeHin,  in  order  to  enter  feito  Aegotktions 
3h2 
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cMAP.vn.  This  treaty,  which  considers  America  as  an 
1778,  independent  nation,  contsdns  no  stipulation, 
engaging  France  to  furnish  any  aids  during  ihc 
present  war;  but  it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee 
that,  on  being  made  public,  it  would  be  highly 
resented  by  England,  who  might  either  directly 
and  openly  attack  France,  or  capture  all  the 
ships  of  that  nation  carrying  on  commerce  with 
the  United  States.  It  was,  therefore,  accom- 
panied by  a  treaty  of  alliance  eventual  and 
defensive  between  the  two  nations,  in  which  it 
was  declared  that  if  war  should  break  out  be- 
tween France  and  England  during  the  existence 
of  that  with  the  United  States,  it  should  be 
made  a  common  cause,  and  that  neither  of 
the  contracting  parties  should  conclude  either 
truce,  OT  peace,  with  Great  Britain,  without  the 
formal  consent  of  the  other,  first  obtained :  and 
they  mutually  engaged  "  not  to  lay  down  their 
arms  until  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  been  formally,  or  tacitly 
assured  by  the  treaty,  or  treaties  that  shall  ter- 
minate  the  war/* 


with  those  powers.  He  found  them  wishing  success  to 
America,  but  determined  not  to  engage  in  her  quarrel. 
One  point,  however,  was  gained.  He  was  assured  thai 
no  new  supplies  of  auxiliary  troops  would  be  furnished  in 
Germany,  and  that  the  princes  of  the  empire  would  do 
no  more  than  treaties  already  made  bound  them,  to  per- 
form. The  American  ministers  were  also  assured,  that 
no  auxiliaries  would  be  granted  by  Russia  or  Denmark. 
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Further,  the  two  parties  reciprocally  guaran-  chap,  vn. 
teed  forever,  the  United  States  to  his  most  irrs. 
christian  majesty  the  present  possessions  of 
the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as 
those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty 
of  peace;  and  his  most  christian  majesty  on  his 
part,  guaranteed  to  the  United  States,  their 
liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  abso- 
lute and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of 
government,  as  commerce. 

It  was  further  declared,  that  in  case  of  a 
rupture  between  France  and  England,  this 
reciprocal  guarantee  should  have  its  full  force 
and  effect,  the  moment  such  war  should  break 
out ;  and  if  such  rupture  should  not  take  place, 
the  mutual  obligations,  of  the  said  guarantee 
should  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the 
cessation  of  the  present  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted  States  and  England  shall  have  ascertained 
their  possessions. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  engage  France  immediately  in  the 
war;  and  to  make  the  alliance,  not  eventual, 
but  positive.  This  proposition,  however,  was 
rejected.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  negotiations 
were  concluded,  the  marquis  de  Noailles''  offici- 
ally announced  to  the  court  of  London,  the 
treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  France  had 
formed  with  the  United  States-  He  accom- 
panied his   communication   with  assurances, 
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CHAP.VTL  thftt  the  Mntracting  parties  had  pxkl  great 
irra.  attention  ncA  to  stipulate  any  exclasive  advan* 
tages  in  favour  of  the  French  nation,  and  that 
the  United  Stales  had  reserved  the  liberty  of 
treating  with  every  nation  whatever,  on  the 
aame  footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity. 

The  English  government  appeared  deter- 
mined  to  consider  this  notification  ^s  a  dedara^ 
tion  of  war,  and  immediately  published  a 
memorial  for  the  purpose  of  justifj/^kig  to  att 
Europe  the  hostilities  she  had  resolved  to  oom- 
mence. 

Not  long  after  their  commencement,  private 
intelligence  was  received  by  the  count  De  Ver* 
gennes,  that  it  was  contemplated  in  the  cabinet 
of  London,  to  offer  to  the  United  States  an 
acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  oft 
condition  of  their  making  a  separate  peace. 
He  immediately  communicated  this  inteiligetice 
to  the  American  ministers,  requesting  them  t6 
lose  no  time  in  representing  to  congress,  that 
though  war  was  not  declared  in  form,  it  had 
commenced  in  feet,  and  he  considered  the  ob- 
.  ligations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  as  in  full  force; 
consequently,  that  neither  party  was  now  at 
liberty  to  make  a  separate  peace%  Instructions 
s    of  a  similar  import  were  ^ven  to  the  minister 

information  representing  the  king  of  France  in  the  United 

treaties  of       StatCS. 
aUianceand 

bSrSSred  The  dispatches  containing  these  treaties  were 
FiSx^^d"  received  by  the  president,  on  Saturday,  the 
States!"      second  of  May,  after  congress  had  adjourned. 
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That  body  was  immediately  convened,  the  dis-  caAP.viu 
patches  were  opened,  and  their  joyftil  contents    irrs. 
communicated. 
On  monday,  the  treaties  were  ratified  by  an  -nie  treaties 

•^  '  -^  with  France 

unanimous  vote;  and  a  resolution  also  passed ^j^y 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  expressive  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  the  mag- 
nanimity and  wisdom  of  his  most  christian 
majesty,  as  manifested  by  the  treaties;  and 
directing  their  ministers  to  present  to  him  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  his  truly  mag- 
nanimous conduct,  and  to  assure  him  of  their 
wishes,  that  the  friendship  so  happily  com- 
menced between  France  and  the  United  States 
might  be  perpetual. 

In  the  exultation  of  the  moment,  and  to 
spread  as  far  as  possible  the  joy  it  had  produced, 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  as  well  as  that  of  com* 
merce  and  friendship,  was  published;  a  cir- 
cumstance which,  not  without  cause,  was  dis- 
approved of  by  the  cabinet  of  Versailles; 
because  that  treaty  being  only  eventual,  ought 
not  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  public 
but  by  mutual  consent. 

From  this  event,  which  was  in  America  a 
source  of  almost  universal  exultation,  it  is 
necessary  to  direct  the  attention  to  one  which 
was  productive  of  very  different  sensations. 

Among  the  various  improvements  which 
struggling  humanity  has  gradually  ingrafted  on 
the  code  of  laws  which  regulate  the  practice  of 
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ctL\p.  VTL  civilized  nations  engaged  in  war,  none  hav^ 
1778.  contributed  more  to  diminish  its  calamities, 
than  those  which  meliorate  the  condition  of 
prisoners.  No  obligations  will  be  more  res- 
pected by  the  generous  and  the  brave ;  n<wr  are 
there  any,  the  violation  of  which  could  wound 
more  deeply  the  national  character,  or  expose 
it  to  more  lasting,  or  better  merited  reproach. 
In  wars  between  nations  nearly  equal  in 
power,  and  possessing  rights  acknowledged  to 
be  equal,  a  departure  from  modern  usage  in  this 
respect,  is  almost  uqheard  of;  and  the  voice  of 
the  civilized  world  would  be  raised  against  the 
potentate,  which  could  adopt  a  system  calcu- 
lated to  re- establish  the  rigours  and  misery  of 
exploded  barbarism.  But  in  contests  between 
different  parts  of  the  same  empire,  those  prac- 
•tices  which  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war,  and 
diminish  the  sufferings  of  the  wretched,  not 
unfrequently  yield  to  the  blind  miscalculations 
of  erring  resentment. 

Those  who  war  in  support  of  the  ancient  and 
established  state  of  things,  often  treat  resis- 
tance as  rebellion;  and  rather  think  their  cap- 
tives,  traitors,  whose  lives  are  forfeited  to  the 
offended  laws  of  their  country,  than  prisoners, 
whom  fortune  has  thrown  into  their  power. 
Those  on  the  contrary  who  support  by  the 
sword,  principles  they  believe  to  be  right,  will 
admit  of  no  departure  from  established  usage 
to  their  prejudice,  and  may  be  expected,  if  they 
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possess  the  power,  to  endeavour,  by  retaliating  cwap.  ^u, 
the  injuries  hiflicted  on  them,  to  compel  the  irre. 
obaervance  of  a  more  ju9t  and  humane  system. 
But  they  deduct  from  the  fault  imputable  to 
their  adversaries,  by  manifesting  a  dispositioa 
to  punish  those  they  deem  traitors  to  them- 
selves, with  the  same  severity  which  they  so 
loudly  and  justly  con^lain  of,  when  they  are 
themselves  its  victims. 

In  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Amie* 
riea,  although  neither  lord,  nor  sir  William 
Howe  appeier,  from  their  general  conduct  or 
sentiments,  to  have  possessed  that  ferocity  of 
temper,  or  that  furious  and  bigoted  zeal  which 
<:oukI  induce  them  to  increase  wantonly  the 
miseries  of  the  wretched,  or  to  dispense,  in  the 
case  of  American  prisoners,  with  an  obser- 
vance of  the  acknowledged  rights  of  humanity, 
yet  there  were  facts  which  ^em  authentic,  and 
certainly  the  belief  of  them  was  universal  in  the 
United  States,  which  justified  the  opinion  that, 
at  least  some  cS  the  subordinate  depositories 
of  authority,  could  bury  all  the  milder  feelings 
which  belong  to  man,  and  delight  to  increase 
the  sufferings  of  those  who  were  wretched,  and 
were  in  their  power.  On  the  other  haiid^  some 
disposition  was  certainly  discovered  in  several 
of  the  states,  to  discriminate  the  American 
loyaUst  who  was  deemed  a  traitor  to  his  coun^ 
try,  from  the  British  soldier  when  taken  in 
arms* 

VOL.  HI.  3   I 
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cHAP.vii.      The  sufferings  occasioned  by  these  disposi- 
1/78.    tions  were  unfortunately  protracted  to  an  unu- 
sual lengthy  by  circumstances,  in  which  it  is 
possible,   that  each  party  might  suppose  the 
whole  blame  to  rest  with  his  adversary. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  execution 
of  the  agreement  very  early  made  between  the 
two  generals,  for  a  fair  and  equal  exchange  of 
prisoners,  was  suspended  by  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  them,  ccmcerning  the  rights 
accruing  to  the  British  general,  from  the  libe- 
ration, in  the  winter  of  1776.. .77,  of  very  many 
Americans  taken  before  that  time,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  whom  were,  when  liberated,  in  the 
grasp  of  death.  Sir  William  Howe  insisted 
that  every  man  of  them  should  be  accounted 
for,  while  general  Washington  contended  that 
reasonable  deductions  should  be  made  for  those 
actually  dead  of  diseases,  under  which  they 
laboured,  when  permitted  to  leave  the  British 
prisons. 

This  claim,  sir  William  Howe  persisted  to 
make,  and  until  it  should  be  acceded  to,  he 
rejected  absolutely  any  partial  exchange  what- 
ever. General  Washington  was,  <mi  his  part, 
immoveable  in  his  determination  to  rep^l  it; 
and  thuS)  all  hope  of  being  relieved  in  the  or^ 
dinary  mode,  appeared  to  be  taken  away  from 
those  whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  placed  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy. 

To  a  letter  offering  to  exchange  major  gene- 
ral  Prescott  for  major  general  Lee,  sir  William 
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Howe  answered,  that  when  the  soldiers  of  his  chap,  va, 
army,    who  were   still  prisoners,    should  be    1778. 
returned  for  those  already  sent  in  by  him,  he 
would  consent  to  the  proposition.* 

In  the  mean-time,  the  sufferings  of  the  Ame- 
rican  prisoners  increased  with  the  increasing 
severity  of  the  season.     By  their  country  they 
had  not  been  sufficiently  furnished  with  clothes 
and   blankets,    and  they  were  by  no  means 
properly  supplied  with  fuel.     These  were  not 
their  only  wants.      Information  appearing  to^mp^ 
be   authentic  was   continually  received,   that  |;!J3ijtt« 
they  suffered  almost  the  extremity  of  famine.  ^<?*" 
Repeated  remonstrances  made  on  this  subject  prf^im  in 
to  the  British  general,    were  answered  by  a*^«"^y- 
denial  of  the  fact.f    He  continued  to  aver  that 
the  same  food,  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
was  issued  to  the  prisoners,  as  to  British  troops 

*  On  being  again  applied  to  by  general  Washington, 
either  to  exchange  the  prisoners  then  in  possession  of  each, 
without  regard  to  the  former  difference  of  opinion  between 
them;  or,  if  that  should  not  be  acceded  to,  to  permit  the 
officers  on  both  sides  to  return  on  parol  to  their  friends, 
a  proposition  he  was  induced  to  make,  because  the  latter 
part  of  the  alternative  was  underatood  to  have  been  desired 
by  general  Howe,  he  still  persisted  in  his  refusal  to  make 
any  exchange,  until  general  Washington  should,  as  a 
preliminary,  restore  soldiers  to  the  entire  amount  of  those 
who  had  been  liberated  by  him  under  the  circumstances 
already  noticed*  But  he  consented  to  a  mutualdischarge 
of  the  officers  on  parol. 

t  S^e  MtCf  M*  IX»  at  the  end  qfthe  volume^ 
3i2 
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cqAF.vn.  when  in  triinsports,  ot  elsewhere  not  on  acttiid 
1779.  duty,  and  that  every  tenderness  wai  experi- 
enced  by  them,  which  was  compatible  with 
the  situation  of  his  army.  He  yielded  to  the 
request  made  by  general  Washington  to  permit 
a  commissary  to  visit  the  jails,  and  demanded 
passports  for  a  similar  clttracter  to  administer 
to  the  wants  of  British  prisoners. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  the  American  commissary 
of  prisoners,  was  appointed  by  general  Wash- 
ingtoB  to  visit  the  jails  in  Philadelphia,  in 
which  they  were  confined;  but,  on  meeting 
mr.  Ferguson,  the  British  commissary,  be  was 
informed  that  general  Howe  thought  it  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  come  into  the  city,  as  he 
would  himself  inspect  the  situation  and  treat- 
ment  of  the  prisoners.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  causes  of  complaint,  so  far  as 
respected  provisions,  didjiot  afterwards  exist 
in  the  same  degree,  as  formerly;  and  that  the 
strong  subaequ^ait  measures  taken  by  congress, 
were  founded  on  facts  of  an  eariier  date. 

But  clothes  and  blankets  were  also  necessary 
during  the  winter,  and  the  difficulty  of  fur- 
nishing  them  was  very  ccmsiderable.  General 
Howe  would  not  permit  tbem  to  be  purchased 
in  Philadelphia,  and  they  were  not  attainable 
In  the  country. 

To  coni.pel  him  to  abandon  this  distressing 
restriction,  and  to  permit  the  use  of  paper 
money  within  the  British  lines,  congress  at  first 
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reftdved,  that  no  prisoner  should  be  exchanged,  oiap.vu. 
until  all  the  expenditures  made  in  paper  for  ihe    irrs. 
8uiq>lies  they  received  from  the  United  States,  i 


of  COUggCll 

should  be  repaid  in  specie,  at  the  rate  of  four^^ 
shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  for  each  dollar; 
and,  afterwards,  that  from  the  first  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, no  British  commissary  should  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  any  provision  for  the  use  of 
prisoners,  west  of  New  Jersey,  but  that  all 
supplies  for  persons  of  that  description  should 
be  furnished  by  the  enemy  from  their  own 
stores*  This  instruction  was  communicated 
to  sir  William  Howe  on  the  10th  of  January, 
who  remonstrated  against  it  with  great  strength 
and  justice,  as  being  a  decree  which  doomed  a 
considerable  number  of  prisoners,  far  removed 
into  the  country,  to  a  slow  and  painful  death 
by  famine;  since  it  was  absolutely  impracticable 
to  supply  them  immediately  from  Philadelphia* 
The  severity  of  this  order  was  in  some  degree 
mitigated  by  a  resolution,  that  each  British 
commissary  of  prisoners  should  receive  from 
the  American  coftimissary  of  purchases,  pro- 
visions to  be  paid  for  in  specie,  according  to 
the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  December  1777, 
that  is,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  six 
pence  sterling,  for  every  continental  dollar 
expended  in  the  purchase. 

The  board  of  war,  at  the  time  this  resolution 
was  entered  into,  made  a  report  to  congress, 
stating  at  great  length,  the  various  causes  of 
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cBAP.viL  complamt  respecting  the  treatment  received  by 
1778.  the  American  prisoners,  and  the  impediments 
with  which  the  British  general  obstructed  their 
being  supplied  with  necessary  food  and 
clothing,  which  produced  other  strong  reso- 
lutions, and  among  them,  one,  for  retaliating 
precisely^  the  sufferings  and  hardships  they 
might  sustain. 

About  the  same  time,  an  order  was  hastily 
given  by  the  board  of  war,  which  produced  no 
inconsiderable  degree  of  embarrassment,  and 
exposed  the  commander  in  chief,  in  turn,  to 
strictures  not  less  severe  than  those  he  had  ap- 
plied to  the  British  general  with  respect  to 
American  prisoners. 

*  General  Washington  had  consented,  that  a 
quarter  master,  with  a  small  escort,  should 
come  out  of  Philadelphia,  with  clothes  and 
other  comforts  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  prisoners.  He  had  ex- 
pressly stipulated  for  their  security,  and  had 
given  them  a  passport. 

While   they   were    travelling  through  the 
country,  information  was  given  to  the  board  of 
war  that  general  Howe  had  refused  to  permit      \ 
provisions  to  be  sent  in  to  the  American  pri«      I 
soners  in  Philadelphia  by   water.     This   in-      \ 
formation  was  not  correct.     General  Howe  had 
only  requested  that  flags  should  not  be  sent  up, 
or  doMoi  the  river,  without  previous  permission 
obtained  from  himself.     On  this  information 
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however,  the  board  issued  orders  to  lieiitedant  chai>.vil 
colonel  Smith,  immediately  to  seize  on  the  per-    1778. 
sons  of  the  officers,  protected  by  the  passport  of  janMryao. 
general  Washington,  on  their  horses,  carriages, 
and  the  clothing  destined  for  the  relief  of  the 
British  prisoners;    and  to  secure  them  until 
further  orders,  either  from  the  board,  or  from 
the  commander  in  chief. 

On  hearing  this  circumstance,  general  Wash- 
ington dispatched  one  of  his  aids  with  orders 
for  the  immediate  release  of  the  persons  and 
property  which  had  been  confined;  but  the ' 
oficars  reused  to  proceed  on  their  journey, 
and  returned  to  Philadelphia.^ 

This  untoward  event  was  very  much  regretted 
by  the  commander  in  chief,  whose  letters  to 
the  board  of  war,  and  to  congress,  pointed  out 
the  ill  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from 
it.  In  a  letter  received  some  time  afterwards 
from  general  Howe,  expressing  his  willingness 
that  the  American  prisoners  should  be  visited 
by  deputy  commissaries,  who  should  inspect 
their  situaticHi,  and  supply  their  wants,  he  re- 
quired, as  the  condition  on  which  this  indul- 
gence should  be  granted,  ^^  that  a  similar  per- 
nut  should  be  allowed  to  persons  a{^inted  by 
him,  which  should  be  accompanied  with  the 
assurance   of  general   Washington   that    his 


*  They  alleged  that  their  horses  had  been  disabled,  and 
the  clothing  embezsted. 
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QgAP.vn.  authority  will  have  sufficient  weight  to  praTCtit 
1778.    any  interruption  to  their  progress^  and  any 
insult  to  their  persons." 

The  demand  of  this  assurance^  he  stated  to 
be  rendered  necessary,  by  the  conduct  observed 
to  those  who  had  set  out  under  his  passport, 
with  clothing  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
British  and  Hessian  prisoners. 

The  situation  of  the  American  prisoners 
excited  a  great  degree  of  sensibility  throughout 
the  United  States.  Their  sufferings,  whether 
occasioned  in  the  first  instance  by  neglecting 
to  execute  the  orders  of  general  Howe,  by  the 
savage  temper  of  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
consigned,  (as  was  extensively  believed)  or  by 
the  absolute  inability  of  congress  to  furnish 
clothing  and  blankets,  were  certainly  such,  as 
should  have  excited  the  humanity  of  all. 

They  peculiarly  affected  general  Washington, 
who,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  situations,  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  his  soldiers* 

He  lamented,  as  a  calamity  of  the  greatest 
magnitude,  the  impediment  to  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  which  had  hitherto  appeared,  to  be 
insuperable,  and  had  made  repeated,  but  inef- 
fectual efforts,  to  remove  it.  General  Howe 
had  uniformly  reftised  to  proceed  with  any 
cartel,  unless  his  right  to  claim  an  exchange 
for  all  the  diseased  and  infirm  he  had  liberated, 
should  be  previously  admitted. 

At  length,  when  all  hope  of  prevailing  on 
him  to  recede  from  that  high  ground  was  aban- 
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dmied,  he  suddenly  relinquish^  it  of  himself,  chap,  vu. 
He  consented  to  an  exchange  of  the  prisoners    \77q, 
actually  on  hand,    and  acceded  completel;^  to  Fcbimry  $. 
the  proposition  of  general  Washington  for  the  a  partial 
meeting  of  commissaries,  in  order  to  ascertain,  5^*^. 
equitably,  the  number  to  which  he  should  be 
entitled  for  those  he  had  discharged  in  the  pre- 
ceding winter.    To  this  proposition,  which  had 
repeatedly  been  made  by  general  Washington 
himself,   he  of  course  assented  with  alacrity^ 
and  commissaries  were   mutually  appointed, 
who  were  to  meet  on  the  10th  of  March   in 
Germantown,   to  adjust  the  subject  referred 
to  them.     In  the  mean- time,  measures  were 
taken  to  march  the  British  prisoners  towards 
the  places  at  which  they  should  be  delivered. 

This  agreement,  general  Washington  con- 
ceived  himself  fully  authorized  to  enter  into, 
by  the  various  resolutions  congress  had  passed 
on  the  subject.  He  had,  however,  the  extreme 
mortification  to  perceive  in  a  newspaper,  just  March 4. 
before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
the*  commissioners  in  Germantown,  a  resolu- 
tion  of  congress,  calling  on  the  several  states 
for  the  accounts  of  supplies  furnished  the  pri- 
soners, that  they  might  be  adjusted  according 
to  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  December, 
befcMre  the  exchange  should  take  place. 

This  resolution  rendered  it  indispensably 
necessary,  to  postpone  to  a  later  day,  the  meet- 
ing  which  had  been  agreed  on;  a  letter  was 

TOL.III*.  3  k 
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cHAP.va  therefore  addressed  to  sir  WiUiattk  Howe,  in^ 
1778.  forming  him  that  particular  circumstances  harf 
rendered  it  inconvenient  for  the  America^ 
commissioners  to  attend  at  the  time  appointed,  . 
and  requesting  that  their  meeting  might  be 
deferred  from  the  10th,  to  the  31st  of  march.« 
The  interval  was  successfully  employed,  in- 
obtaining  from  congress  a  repeal  of  the  resolu- 
tion complained  of. 

It  would  seem  probable  that  the  dispositions 
of  congress,  on  the  subject  of  an  exchange,  did 
not  correspond  with  those  of  generd  Washing- 
ton. From  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
military  establishments  of  the  United  States  in 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  an  exchangie  of 
prisoners  would,  at  all  times,  strengthen  the 
army  of  the  enemy  much  more  than  that  of 
the  Americans.  The  war  havmg  been  carrlei} 
on  by  troops  engaged  for  short  terms,  aided 
by  militia,  the  American  prisoners  when  ex- 
changed, returned  to  their  homes  as  citizens, 
while  those  of  the  enemy  again  took  the  field. 
An  addition  of  numbers  was  therefore  made  to 
tiie  hostile  army,  while  no  corresponding  addr- 
tion  was  made  to  their  own. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  this  consideration 
had  its  influence  in  procuring  the  resolutionaf 

*  Sir  William  was  probablf  not  unacquainted  mA  the 
cause  of  this  delay ;  but  he  seemed  disposed  to  avail  him- 
self of  it,  perhaps  to  manifest  his  unfavourable  sentiments 
of  congress. 
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f^re^dy  v^auomdy    which  wer^  .cqwaj^tely  chaf.  vil 
fvt>versi)(e  jui  ffiQt,  (hQugh.not  19  form,  of  the    1779. 
fifiJft^  .98i^e^4  <m  hj  tlie  two  coqimMtders  ip 

General  Washington,  who  was  governed  by  a 
poUpy  i<i9r«  }U9t,  wid  more  pjsnaaneiitly  b^ne- 
£€^$y[,  addi^Sied  hiimself  yery  y^enpusty  to  coa- 
'  igne^^^  ^^  M^eU  <;^  the  injury  dorie  the  piuiblip 
JSajidii,  and  1^  own  p^r^pnol  honour,  \>y  thi.s 
jilifr^t^Qli  9f  a  aplenw  ^xftgaLQ^m^i^  as  00  the 
(Cr»4ty,  *nd  JaaapoUcy,  of  adpp^g  «  system, 
M^l^  nm^  Cor^y^r  .^^t  ^ff  all  hopes  of  an  e^- 
.cbaQg€j  sfod  readj^  MQprjbsonmenJ:  ^  lasting  as 
th^  w^.  I^e  reprie^^ent^d  in  ^stro^g  terms,  this 
}^<pct  s^koh  ^  weawr^  must  hsve  qsx  the  troops, 
;Q9  whqm  t^ey  $ho»ld  hftr^ ^^  be  x:Qm|)ielled  in 
.^  ff^  m^^sure  U>  xidy^  And  ijts  imprj^i^ion  o;i 
rfhe  irie^^  and  i^^atMag  of  those  who  were 
;^ready  w  captivity*  These  remonstrances  had 
the  4e^U:ed  effect,  w4  the  ^^olytioiPts  com- 
plained of  were  repealed.  The  .Qommissiojper^ 
IfiQt  a,ccG|rding  to  ihe  seficpd  ^ppp;nliment,  but 
qi^  examining  t^^ir  pawer3>  it  appeared  that 
thpse  giv.ea  by  jgc^oer^l  Washington,  were  ex- 
jppess^d  to  be  in  virtup  .qf  the  authority  vested 
in  Jbim;  whUe  those  ^yen  by  general  sir  Wil- 
liam fHoyire,  conjtained  no  such  declaration.  ^ 

This  omission  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of 

.the  UjMted  $^t^s«  but  |^nen4  Howe  refused 

40  cpi^ect  it,  aUegi^  .that  he  de^i^ed  the 

treaty  to  be  of  si  persoi^al  na^e,  founded  on 

3x2 
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CHAP.  VII.  the  mutual  confidence  and  honour  of  the  con- 
1778.    tracting  generals,  and  had  no  intention  either 
of  binding  his  nation,  or  of  extending  the  cartel 
beyond  the  limits  and  duration  of  his  own  com- 
mand. 

This  explanation  was  totally  unsatis&ctory 
to  the  American  commissioners,  who  objected 
altogether  to  a  treaty  dependent  on  the  personal  * 
faith  of  the  generals,  as  being  unequal  and  inef- 
fectual: unequal,  because  by  the  terms  in 
which  their  powers  were  expressed,  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  was  pledged  for  the  obser- 
vance of  the  stipulations  they  might  enter  into, 
while  the  British  government  would  remain 
unbound;  and  ineffectual,  because  the  object 
was,  not  only  to  settle  past  differences,  and 
effect  a  present  exchange  of  prisoners,  but  also 
to  establish  principles  which  should  govern  in 
future,  and  which  would  include  matters  of 
very  interesting  civil  concern,  as  well  as  those 
of  a  military  nature. 

General  Howe  persisting  in  his  refusal  to 
make  the  alteration  in  his  powers  which  had 
been  acquired,  the  negotiation  broke  off,  and 
this  fair  prospect  of  terminating  the  distresses 
of  a  great  number  of  unfortunate  persons, 
passed  away  without  effecting  the  good  it  had 
promised. 

Some  time  after  the  failure  of  the  negotiation 
relative  to  a  general  cartel,  sir  William  Howe 
proposed  that  all  prisoners  actually  exchange* 
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able  should  be  sent  in  to  the  ne^u^est  posts,  and  caiAi».viL 
returns  made  of  officer  for  officer  of  equal  rank,    1778. 
and  soldier  for  soldier,  as  far  as  numbers  would 
admit;  and  that  if  a  surplus  of  officers  should 
remain,  they  should  be  exchanged  for  an  equi- 
valent in  privates. 

On  the  representations  of  general  Washing- 
ton, congress  acceded  substantially  to  this  pro- 
position, so  far  as  related  to  the  exchange  of 
officer  for  officer,  and  soldier  for  soldier,  but 
rejected  the  part  which  admitted  an  equivalent 
in  privates,  for  a  surplus  of  officers,  because 
the  officers  captured  with  Burgoyne  were  ex- 
changeable within  the  powers  of  general  Howe. 
Under  this  agreement,  an  exchange  took  place 
to  a  considerable  extent :  but  as  the  Americans 
had  lost  many  more  prisoners  than  they  had 
taken,  unless  the  army  of  Burgo3me  should  be 
brought  into  computation,  numbers  unex- 
changed were  still  detained  in  captivity. 
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jGicncral  Lacy  8vrpiised...X)eneral  Ho^e  ^sig;ns  his  com- 
mand, and  returns  to  England;  is  succeeded  by  sir  H. 
Clinton....The  firitish  army  evacuate  Philadelpilia,  and 
march  through  the  Jersey s....CouBoil  iof  imr.caUcMl  kf 
.genei^fd  ltV^hmgU«»  4eci4e  %wpst  fittafjtiogithc  fne- 
my  on-their  nmi.PQh....TXe  opinion  of  the  general  againsf 
this  decision.... He  attacks  the  enemy  at  Monmouth 
court-house....T!ie  action  severe,  but  not  vdecisive.^. 
General  Lee  ftrfesUdifl^r  his  .fael^moiir  in  this  ndit^h 
1^  ^(Ui^aixl^  to  ^  cfiBWA^cler  in  xjl^icf^-PpiV? 
i^fLrtioj  appointed  io  try  hin^.—Sentenced  to  be  sus^ 
pended  from  his  comm^d  for  one  year....The  thanks 
df  congress  presented  to  genend  Washington  and  has 
army,  for  th^  conduct  in /the  battle  at  'Bfeomoijrfiu 

1778.    XHE  pojsUion  H  VaUey  fprg*  |p#d  1^^^  t!^f» 
^y  tbe  Amoric^  ^my,  JBmt  the  ^vr^ffepB  gf 

those  WM^lAe?  M^  th»  S^rUish  m  ^h^^9^p^ 
vvhich  would  be  of  great  utility  to  them,  and 
with  which  very  many  of  the  people  were  well 
disposed  to  furnish  them.  It  was  impossible 
without  a  vast  increase  of  force,  to  station 
troops  in  sufficient  numbers  on  both  sides  of 
the  Delaware,  and  the  Schuylkill,  to  repel  large 
parties  which  it  was  easy  for  the  enemy  to 
detach;  and  of  course,  this  formed  no  part  of 
the  system  of  operations  laid  down  for  the 
winter.  The  plan  extended  no  further,  than 
to  guard,  with  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
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north  of  tte  Schuylkill,  atid  with  the  militia  ofcitA^.vnt 
New  Jei*sey,  the  ettst  of  the  l)^laware,  to  as  to    i778. 
restrain  the  people  of  the  country  froAi  carrying 
in  their  provisions  to  a  niatrket^  to  which  they 
were  irresistibly  dhured  by  receiving  payment 
in  specie. 

These  light  irregular  pairties,-  it  Hv^  hoped, 
would  not  only  restrain  and  check  an  intercourse  ,* 
which,  though  beneficial  to  individuals,  was 
deeihed  hig^y  pernicious  in^  a  national  point  ol 
vieiiv,  but  ^ould  be  sufficient  to  repel  smiA 
foraging  parties;  and,  consequently,  would  ren- 
der it  necessary  for  the  enemy  to  come  out  in 
force,  or  to  want  those  important  sup|>li!es, 
which  they  depended  on  collecting  in  the  Adja- 
cent country. 

On  such  occasions,  the  operation  cocM  not 
be  suddenly  completed,  and,  it  was  eitpected, 
might  often  be  defeated  by  sAiaSl  detachnv^nits 
of  Continental  troops  from  the  army,-  to  be 
re-enforced  by  it^ilitia,  >;^ho,  it  was  supposed, 
#ouH  turn  out  with  alacrity,  and  in  greater 
numbers,  to  save  themselves  from  being  plun- 
dered. This  hope  was  the  rather  indulged, 
because  in  the  intervals  between  these  incur- 
sions,  only  small  portions  of  the  militia  were 
required  to  keep  the  field.  .Oh  a  great  arid 
pressing  emergency,  therefore,  a  greater  exer- 
tion was  expected. 

In  the  species  of  war  which  this  state  of 
things  introduced,  the  advantage  was  manifestly 
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CHAP.VIIL  with  the  enemy;  who,  bting.  uoaftsallable  tn 
nrrs.  their  quarters,  and  possessing  the  command  of 
the  Delaware,  could,  at  any  time,  with  great 
&cility,  ravage  the  coast  of  Jersey  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  before  any  assistance  could  be 
received  from  Continental  troops  to  be  detached 
from  the  army.  But  of  this  advantage  it  was 
impossible  to  deprive  them,  unless  two  camps 
could,  have  been  formed,  either  of  which  woiUd 
have  been  sufficiendy  strong  to  repel  them;  or, 
miless  the  militia  would  have  assembled  uoi- 
versally,  at  the  first  alarm,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  to  drive  back  the  invaders  of  their 
country. 

This  was  not  counted  on.  A  much  smaller 
degree  of  service  was  expected,  and  even  this 
was  not  always  performed.  The  lines  were 
often  so  ill  guarded  that  the  communication 
with  Philadelphia  experienced  but  little  inter- 
ruption- 
Yet  the  wants  of  such  a  number  of  pers<ms 
and  horses  required  a  greater  supply  of  fresh 
provisions  and  forage,  than  could  be  brought 
in  by  these  means,  and  as  the  spring  opened, 
several  expeditions  were  undertaken^  both  to 
relieve  the  British  army,  and  to  distress  that 
of  the  United  States. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  an  expedition 
into  Jersey,  under  colonel  Mawhood  and  major 
Simcoe,  with  about  twelve  hundred  men,  was 
projected,  and  carried  into  execution.     Having 
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embarked  at  Philadelphia,  and  sailed  down  the  aup.^m. 
rivi^,  they  landed  at  Salem,  neariy  <9posite  17^6. 
Reedy  ialand,  aad  dispersed  the  small  l^odies 
of  militia  stati<med  in  that  part  of  the  eountryi 
nnder  colonels  Hand  and  Holme*  The  militia 
were  posted  at  some  bridges  on  Olway's  creek» 
over  which  it  was  supposed  the  British  would 
endeavour  to  fioroe  a  jpsdsage*  Their  numbers 
being  unequal  to  an  effectual  resistaace,  it  was 
only  intended  by  their  ponunanding  oficers  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  some  check,  until  they 
should  be  re*enfbrced*  A  very  judicious  plan 
to  surprise  them,  was  skilfully  executed  by 
m^or  Simcoe,  one  of  the  best  partisans  in  the 
British  service,  and  their  g^ard  was  cut  to 
pieces.  The  loss  of  the  militia  in  these  skir* 
mishes,  in  kiUed  and  t£^n,  was  between  fifty 
and  sixty  men. 

General  Washington  had  received  early  in- 
tell^ence  of  this  expedition,  and  had  commu* 
fticated  it  to  governor  Livingston,  with  a 
request,  ihait  he  would  immediately  ^rder  out 
the  militia  in  force,  to  join  colonel  Sbreve» 
wtto  was  ordered  to  pass  over  into  Jersey  with  -  * 
his  regiment ;  and,  with  the  aseistsmce  he  would 
there  receive,  to  take  such  a  positi<Hi»  as  was 
best  calculated  to  cover  the  country  against 
which  the  expedition  might  be  directed-  It  was 
uncertain  whether  the  party  intended  to  forage 
in  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Delaware,  or 
to  destroy  the  salt  work's  on  the  seacoast*   The  . 

VOL.  Ill*  3  L 
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cHAP.vni.  governor  could  not  bring  his  militia  with  suffix 
irH.  cient  expedition  into  the  field.  The:  legislature 
had  neglected  to  make  the  necessary  provision 
for  paying  them;  and  they  required  a  Continen- 
tal force,  as  a  point  around  which  they  might 
be  encouraged  to  rally.  The  militia  who  had 
assembled  about  Haddonfield,  to  join  colonel 
Shreve,  and  to  stop  the  communication  with 
Philadelphia,  were,  at  his  arrival,  less  than  one 
hundred;  and  colonel  Ellis,  their  commanding 
officer,  remarked  in  a  letter  to  the  governor; 
March  «>  that,  *^  without  some  standing  force,  little  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  militia,  who  being 
alone  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  incursions- of 
the  enemy,  each  one  naturally  consults  his  own 
safety,  by  not  being  found  in  arms." 
'  Mawhood  of  course  was  unrestrained,  and 
the  devastation  of  his  party  was  believed  to 
have  been  wantonly  distressing.  Its  course  of 
destruction  was  preceded  by  a  summons  to 
colonel  Hand,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
militia,  to  lay  down  his  arms,  which  was  ac* 
companied  with  a  threat  of  the  consequences 
to  result  from  his  refusal.  This  threat  was  too 
faithfully  executed. 

Mawhood  completed  his  forage  unmolested, 
and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  During  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  incursion,  which  lasted  six  or 
seven  days,  not  more  than  two  hundred  men 
could  be  collected  to  re-enforce  colonel  Shreve, 
who  was  consequently  unable  to  effect  any 
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thing,  and  did  not  even  march  to  the  lower  chap,  vni 
parts  of  Jersey,  which  were  plundered  without    irra* 
restraint.* 

The  continual  applications  to  general  Wash? 
ington  for  detachments  ^f  Continental  troops 
sufficient  to  cover  the  country,  were  necessa- 
rily rejected..  It  was  not  recollected  hy  the 
applicants,  .  that  the  enemy  could  re-enforce 
with  more  facility  than  the  American  general, 
and  could  consequently,  keep  up  their  superi- 
ority until  the  whole  war  should  be  transferred 
to  Jersey.  He,  however,  permitted,  colonel 
Shreve  to  remain  on  the  east  side  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  re-enforced  him  with  an  additional 
regiment.  He  would  not  consent  to  add  to  the 
strength  of  this  detachment,  or  to  depart  from 
his  fixed  plan,  which  was  only  to  keep  on  that 
side  of  the  Delaware,  such  41  force,  as  would 
break  off  the  ordinary  intercourse  between  the 
town  and  country.  A  larger  force,  he  was 
entirely  persuaded,  wo\ildonly  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  sir  William  Howe  towards  it,  and  in- 
duce  him  to  form  plans  for  its  destructioiv.  ^ 
One  of  these,  attempted  to  be  executed  on 
colonel  Shreve,  was  disappointed  by  a  precipi- 
tate retreat,  attended  with  some  loss.  

Not  long  after  this  incursion  into  Jersey,  an    Mayi. 
enterprise  was  undertaken  against  general  Lacy 
who,  with  a  small  number  of  Pennsylvania 

»  See  MbtCy  JVb.  X.  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
3l  2 
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OH  p.vtt^  litilitlat  sdidom  amounting  to  six  Iniiidredi  ami 

tfTB.    somtetimes  not  exceeding  fifty,   watcbed  the 

roads  leading  to  Philadelphia  on  the  north  side 

of  the  Schuylkfll,    asid  was  generally  posted 

t^ithin  twenty  miles  of  that  town* 

General  Lacy  TlAs  exoedition  wds  entTusted  to  cotoid 
Abercrombie  and  major  Simcoe,  who  avoided 
aH  the  posts  Lacy  had  established  for  hk  secu- 
rity, and  threw  a .  body  of  troops  in  his  rear 
before  he  discovered  their  approach.  After  a 
very  short  resistance,  he  escaped  with  the  loss 
of  a  few  men  killed,  and  all  his  baggi^.  Had 
he  been  apprized  that  the  enemy  were  advan- 
^ng  on  him,  he  might  have  retired,  and  saved, 
his  baggage;  but  the  force  he  possessed,  by  no 
mems  enabled  him  to  maintain  his.  ground. 
The  militia  were  entirely  dispersed,  and  gene* 
ral  Lacy  was  soon  afterwards  relieved  by  gene* 
tal  Potter  who,  although  he  had  rendered  con- 
siderable service  during  tlie  preceding  coia- 
paign  and  the  early  part  of  the  winter,  had 
made  himself  unacceptable  both  to  the  militia 
and  inhabitants,  by  his  endeavours  to  introduce 
discipline  among  the  former,  and  by  the  severe 
corporal  punishment  he  inflicted  on  the  latter, 
when  detected  in  attempting  to  viol^  the  lawst 
by  cvrying  -supplies  to  the  Philadelphia 
maiicet** 


•  This,  however,  did  not  deter  him  from  resuming'  the 
practice,  when  he  resumed  the  command. 
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CcMigress  had  felt  so  severely  the  conse-  au^.YiiL 
qMnces  resulting  from  the  entire  command  of  1778. 
the  water  being  possessed  by  the  enemy^  as  to 
have  made  great  exertions  to  gain  an  ascendency 
on  that  element  wherever  it  was  practicable,  smd 
to  avail  themselves,  partially,  of  the  advantages 
of  a  naval  force.  For  this  purpose  they  gene- 
rally sunk  impediments  in  the  rivers  of  common 
use,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  enemy 
up  them,  and  constructed  frigates  and  other 
smaller  vessels  to  be  employed  above  those  im- 
pedim^its,  or  elsewhere,  as  the  occasion  might  -< 

require. 

Several  of  these  vessels,  in  addition  to  those 
engaged  in  the  defence  of  fort  Mifflin,  had  been 
commenced  above  Philadelphia,  but  were  not 
entirely  Completed  when  the  enemy  obtained 
possession  of  the  river.  General  Washington 
was  extremely  apprehensive  for  their  safety, 
and  feared  before  the  evacuation  of  forts  Mifflin 
and'  Mercer,  that  the  enemy  would  possess 
iliem,  and  use  them  to  advantage  against  the 
first  of  those  places,  and  against  the  small  fleet 
which  assisted  in  its  defence.  He  had  repeat- 
edfy  expressed  these  apprehensions,  and  his 
desire  that  the  frigates  should  be  sunk  in  such  . 
a  manner  as  to  be  weighed  with  difficulty,  if 
an  attempt  to  raise  them  should  be  madcr  The 
persons,  however,  intrusted  by  congress  with 
their  superintendence,  supposed  it  would  be 
equally  secure  to  put  plugs  in  different  parts  of 
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cHAp.vpL  them,  which  might  be  drawn  out  on  the  ap. 
1778,    proach.  of  the  enemy,    and  the  vessels  sunk 
before  they  could  be  removed  or  destroyed. 

Against  these  vessels,  and  some  stores  col- 
lected at  Bordentown,  an  expedition  was  plan- 
ned, which  ended  in  their  entire  destruction. 
General  Dickinson  was  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  his  force  was  too  small  to  interrupt  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  design;  , and  general  Maxwell, 
who  had  been  ordered  out  by  the  commander 
in  chief  on  the  first  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  up  the  Delaware,  was  retarded 
in  his  march  by  a  heavy  rain,  which  continued 
falling  for  several  hours ;  but  which  did  not  ob- 
struct the  movement  of  the  British  detachment, 
whicK  passed  up  the  river  in  vessels  prepared 
for  the  purpose. 
May  18.  To  covcr  the  country  effectually  on  the  north 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  restrain  as  much  as  pes- 
sible  the  parties  detached  in  various  directions 
from  Philadelphia,  who  most  generally  eflbcted 
their  object,  and  returned  before  they  could  be 
opposed  by  the  army  lying  at  Valley  forge;  to 
form  an  advance  guard  for  the  security  of  the 
main  army,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  annoy,  if 
practicable,  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  should  they 
evacuate  Philadelphia,  an  event  which  a  great 
variety  of  circumstances  combined  to  prove 
was  in  contemplation,  the  marquis  de  La 
Fayette  was  detached  with  somewhat  more 
than  two  thousand  choice  -troops,  and  a  few 
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pieces  of  cannon,  to  take  post  near  the  lines,  chap.viil 
As  this  corps  formed  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  irrs. 
army,  the  instructions  of  the  general  recom- 
mended the  utmost  attention  to  its  safety,  and 
particularly  advised  him  to  avoid  any  permanent 
station,  since  a  long  continuance  in  one  po- 
sition, would  enable  the  enemy  to  concert  their 
measures  successfully  against  him. 

With  this  detachment,  the  marquis  crossed 
the  Schuylkill,  and  took  post  at  Barren  hill, 
about  eight  or  ten  miles  in  front  of  the  afmy  at 
Valley  forge.  Immediate  notice  of  his  arrival 
was  given  to  sir  William  Howe,  who  recdn- 
noitred  his  position,  and  formed  a  plan  to 
surprise  and  cut  him  off. 

In  execution  of  this  plan,  on  the  night  of  the 
19th,  general  Grant  with  five  thousand  select 
troops,  took  the  road  which  leads  up  the  Dela- 
ware, and  consequently  diverges  from  Barren 
hill.  After  marching  along  this  road  some 
distance,  he  inclined  to  the  left,  and  passing  by 
White  marsh,  where  several  roads  unite,  took 
one  leading  to  the  position  he  was  directed  to 
occupy,  something  more  than  a  mile  in  the 
rear  of  the  marquis,  between  him  and  Valley 
forge.  He  reached  his  point  of  destination  May». 
about  sun-rise,  entirely  undiscovered.  H^re, 
the  roads  fork;  the  one  leading  to  the  camp  of 
La  Fayette,  and  the  other  to  Matson's  ford  over 
the  Schuylkill.  In  the  course  of  the  night, 
general  Gray  with  a  strong  detachment,  had 
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cHAjp.vin.  advanced  along  the  south  side  of  the  Schuylkill^ 
irre.    and  taken  post  at  a  ford,  two  or  three  miles  in 
front  of  the  right  flank  of  La  Fayette,  while  , 
the  residue  of  the  army  encamped  oh  Chesnut 
hill. 
'  Thus  perilous  was  the  situation  of  the  mar« 

quis,  when  he  first  discovered  the  d^ger  which 
threatened  him.  It  was  about  the  same  time 
perceived  from  the  camp  at  Valley  forge. 
Alarm  guns  were  fired  to  announce  it  to  him, 
and  the  whole  army  was  put  under  arms  to  act 
as  circumstances  might  require.  Thus  sur- 
nfcnded  with  danger,  Fayette  took ,  with  promp- 
titude and  decision,  the  only  course  which 
could  have  preserved  him.  He  put  his  troops 
instantly  in  motion  and  passed  over  at  Matson's 
ford,  which  was  rather  nearer  to  general  Grant 
than  himself,  without  being  intercepted  by  that 
officer,  or  sustaining  a  greater  loss  than  nine 
men. 

Having  crossed  the  river,  and  taken  posses- 
sion  of  the  high  grounds  on  the  other  side,  he 
sent  back  a  small  party  to  bring  over  his  field 
pieces,  which  were  also  secured. 

General  Grrant,  who  had  reached  the  groutid 
lately  occupied  by  Fayette,  soon  dter  it  iras 
abandoned,  followed  his  rear,  and  appeared  at 
the  ford  just  after  the  Americans  had  crossed  it; 
but  finding  them  very  advantageously  posted, 
he  did  not  choose  to  attack  them,  and  the  wh<»le 
army  returned  to  Philadelphia,  having  effected 
nothing. 
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G^aend  Gr^nt  did  not  psc/ipe  c/en^rc,  forciiAF.yiiL 
I^a^ing  allowed  the  great  advantage  he  had  irr^^ 
asiquired,  in  ^ning  Ae  re^r  of  the  American 
mc9xnpm^nt  unperceived,  to  slip  through  his 
hftftds  unused.  He  niighj  with  the  utmost 
certainty  have  reached  M^tson's  ford  before  the 
BWquis,  and  have  cut  off  the  only  retreat 
whjch  remained  for  him.  f  hat  officer  woulcj 
then  have  been  compelled  to  have  sought  for 
|ij>.fety  by  flying  towards  the  Delaw^e.  But 
G^ant  mistook  the  movements  of  his  eaemy» 
^a^d  persisting  in  the  opinion  that  he  was  $til) 
ia  his  encampment,  kept  the  road  leading  tg 
jt,  until  it  was  too  late  to  correct  the  error  he 
had  committed.^ 

In  the  statement  of  this  aflTair  made  by  gene* 
^ral  I^a  Fayette,  he  represents  himself  to  have 
advanced  the  head  of  a  column  towards  Grants 
as  if  tQ  attack  him,  while  the  rear  filed  off  ' 
rabidly  towards  the  Schuylkill.  This  move* 
I9»ent  gained  ground  even  for  the  front,  whidi, 
whUe  it  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  also 
approached  the  river,  and  at  the  same  time 
jadjuced  general  Grant  to  halt,  in  order  to  pre* 
pare  for  battle. 

While  this  mancEuvre  was  performing  b\  the 
face  of  the  detachment  under  Grant,  a  small 
party  was  thrown  into  the  church-yard,  which 
was  suiTOunded  by  a  wall,  on  the  road  towards 
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cHAP.vm.  general  Gray,  which  also  gave  the  appearance 
irrs.  of  an  intention  to  attack  in  that  quarter.  By 
these  dispositions,  happily  conceived,  and  ex- 
ecuted with  regularity,  the  marquis  extricated 
himself  and  his  party  from  the  destruction 
which  had  appeared  almost  inevitable.  In  his 
letter  to  congress,  general  Washington  termed 
it  "  a  timely  and  handsome  retreat;"  and  cer- 
tainly the  compliment  was  merited. 

It  would  seem,  that  the  same  degree  of 
military  talent  was  not  discovered,  in  guarding 
against  the  approach  of  danger,  as  in  afterwards 
^  extricating  himself  from  it.  But  the  imputa- 
tion which  generally  attaches  to  an  oiGcer, 
who  permits  an  enemy  to  pass  in  full  force 
unobserved,  within  a  short  distance  of  his  flank, 
into  his  rear,  is  very  much  diminished,  if  not 
entirely  removed,  by  a  circumstance  stated  by 
La  Fayette  in  his  vindication.  It  is,  that  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  were  posted  on  his  left 
flank,  and  relied  on  to  guard  the  roads  about 
White  marsh.  Without  his  knowledge,  they 
changed  their  position,  and  retired  into  the 
rear,  thus  leaving  that  important  pass  open  to 
the  enemy. 
ccnerai  About  this  timc,  sir  William  Howe,  who  had 

!Sd^Sto5r*^"  the  preceding  autumn  solicited  his  recall, 
bi^^dfl  resigned  the  command  of  the  army  into  the 
KlaS'*^  hands  of  sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  embarked  for 
Great  Britain. 

Great  doubts  have  been  entertained,  whether 
the  plan,  on  which  this  gentleman  conducted 
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the  war,  was  well  chosen.    Many  arc  of  opinion,  chap.vul 
that  more  vigour  and  enterprise  on  the  part  of    1778. 
the  British  general,  would  have  entirely  dis- 
persed the  American  army/ and  have  termi- 
nated the  contest. 

It  is  much  easier  to  look  back,  and  condemn 
an  unsuccessful  system,  than  to  select  with 
discriminating  judgment,  before  events  shall 
have  decided  on  their  value,  those  measures 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  are  best 
adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

The  American  army  was  certainly,  more 
than  once,  very  critically  circumstanced.  Its 
difficulties  were  at  all  times  great;  and  its  si- 
tuation, at  sometimes,  extremely  perilous.  Sir 
William  Howe  might,  on  some  occasions,  have 
acted  more  efficiently;  but  in  dcHUg  so,  he 
would  also  have  exposed  himself  to  consider- 
able loss  and  hazard.  The  effect  of  a  single 
defeat  might  have  been  to  raise  the  whole 
country  in  arms,  and  entirely  to  depress  the 
friends  of  the  royal  cause.  Such  victories  as 
that  at  Bunker's  hill,  or  that  claimed  by  Bur- 
goyne  on.the  19th  of  September,  would  indeed 
have  terminated  the  war,  and  terminated  it  by 
the  ruin  of  his  army. 

His  system  seems  to  have  been  to  put  nothing 

to  hazard.   Whenever  he  marched  through  the 

country,  he  preserved  such  compact  order,  as 

never  to  expose  any  part  of  his  troops  to  a  vi- 

3m2 
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ciup.vnL  gilant  enemy,*  ready  to  strike  where  the  occa- 
irrs.  sion  presented  itself.  He  never  fought  without 
the  fairest  prospects  of  victory,  and  then  relied 
much  on  stratagem  to  increase  the  advantage 
his  numbers  gave  him,  and  diminish  the  loss 
with  which  even  victory  must  be  accompanied. 
By  this  circumspect,  cautious  system,  he 
maintained  to  the  last  moment  of  his  command, 
a  superiority  of  military  force,  f 

He  probably  supposed,  that  the  extreme  dif. 
ficulties  under  which  America  laboured;  the 
&ilure  of  her  funds  by  the  regular  and  rapid 
depreciation  of  paper  money;  the  ammal  dis- 
persion of  her  army  by  the  expiration  of  the 
terms  of  their  inlistment ;  the  unconlmon  pri« 
vations  to  which  every  class  of  society  was 
under  the  necessity  of  submitting  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  entire  destruction  of  commerce ; 
would  of  themselves  Create,  in  the  public  mind^ 
a  disposition  to  return  to  the  ancient  stlte  of 
things,  if  the  operation  of  these  causes  should 
not  be  counteracted,  by  brilliant  successes 
obtained  over  theih,  or  the  manifest  inferiority 
of  his  army  to  that  opposed  to  him.    • 

*  He  departed  from  this  system  in  the  winter  canton- 
mcnt  of  his  troops  on  the  Delaware,  in  XttS ;  but  Wash- 
ington was  then  supposed  to  be  in  a  situation  incapable  of 
dhj  oAensivts  operation. 

t  For  a  very  short  time  aftel-  the  union  of  the  northerly 
army  with  that.of  the  middle  department,  there  appears 
to  have  been  an  equality  of  force,  but  the  baneful  system 
4>f  short  inlistments  soon  destroyed  this  equality. 
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Expei^ieiiee  hus  certainly  demonstrated  the  catAi>.vw. 
lUkcy  of  this  rdasdning;  bnt  we  have  not  the    itr^, 
same  eyidence  that  an  opposite  <x>ttrse  of  con- 
duct  would  have  been  more  successful.    A 
country  situated  like  America  is  invincible^ 
while  the  mind  remains  unsubdued. 

Whatever  opinion  4nay  be  entertained  of  the 
general  plan  by  which  sir  Williajn  was  regu- 
lated, it  must  be  admitted  that  its  particular 
parts  were  executed  with  judgment;  and  that, 
whenever  he  did  act,  a  very  considerable  share  ^ 
of  military  skill  was  displayed.  The  officers 
he  had  commanded^  testified,  on  his  leaving  the 
army,  their  sense  of  his  services,  by  one  of 
those  splendid  and  triumphal  processions  which 
only  an  uninterrupted  course  of  victory  could 
be  supposed  to  have  occasioned. 

About  the  time  the  command  of  the  army 
devolved  on  sir  Henry  Clinton,  orders  were 
received  for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia. 
The  part  it  was  now  evident  France  was  about 
to  take  in  the  war,  the  naval  force  which  had 
been  prepared  by  that  power  before  she  declared 
herself,  and  which  was  now  ready  to  act,  ren* 
dered  Philadelphia  a  position  extremely  dange* 
rous,  and  determined  the  administration  entirely 
to  abandon  the  Delaware* 

The  preparatiorts  for  this  movement  could 
not  be  made  unobserved.  The  design  was  very 
soon  penetrated  by  tte  commander  in  chief, 
and  had  constituted  one  motive  for  detaching 
the  marquis  de  La  Fayette  over  the  SchuylkilL 
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cHAF.vm.  It  was,  however,  not  easy,  absokitdy  to  dc- 
1778.  termine  the  precise  object,  or  course  of  the 
enemy.  The  preparations  making  in  Philadel- 
phia, were  such  as  equally  denoted  an  expedi- 
tion to  the.  south,  an  embarkation  of  the  whole 
army  for  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  or  an  inten- 
tion of  marching  to  that  city  through  New 
Jersey,  .  The  latter  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  the  plan  contemplated; 
but  those  were  not  wanting  who  were  sanguine 
enough  to  hope  that  the  war  in  the  United 
States  was  no  longer  to  be  prosecuted. 

In  the  mean-time,  every  exertion  was  made 
by  general  Washington  to  strengthen  his  army. 
The  detachments  were  called  in,  and  the  state 
governments  pressed  to  expedite  the  march  of 
their  new  levies. 

Although  this  subject  had  been  taken  up 
immediately  after  going  into  winter  quarters, 
and  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men  agreed  on 
tor  the  campaign ;  although  the  strongest  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  the  states,  of  the  im- 
portance of  bringing  their  quotas  into  the  field 
early  in  the  spring,  and  of  the  dangers  to  which 
America  had  already  been  exposed  from  their 
delaying  to  furnish  their  recruits  by  the  time 
the  season  would  admit  of  action;  yet  such 
were  the  real  difficulties  to  be  encountered  by 
the  states  in  raising  men;  and  such  the  waste 
of  time  unavoidable  in  a  system  where  the  es- 
sential powers  of  government  were  vested  in  so 
^lany  distinct  bodies,  that  the  spring  was  far 
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advaiiced  before  the  ranks  were  strengthened  chap,  vm. 
by  any  new  levies;    and   in  some  instances,     1778. 
when  the  soldiers  should  have  been  in  camp, 
the  legislature    was  yet  deliberating  on  the 
means  of  raising  them. 

Sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  infan- 
try, as  well  as  of  the  vast  importance  of  a  su- 
periority in  point  of  cavalry ;  and  calculating  on 
the  patriotism  of  the  young,  and  the  wealthy,  if 
the  means  should  be  furnished  them' of  serving 
their  country  in  a  character  which  wolild  be 
compatible  with  their  feelings,  and  wkh-  ttiat 
pride  of  station  which  exists  every  where;  it 
was  earnestly  recommended  by  congress  to  the 
young  gentlemen  of  property  and  spirit  in  the 
several  states,  to  embody  themselves  into  troops 
of  cavalry,  to  serve  without  pay  until  the  close 
of  the  year.  Provisions  were  to  be  found  for 
themselves  and  horses,  and  compensation  to  be 
made  for  any  horses  which  might  be  lost  in  the 
service.  This  resolution  did  not  produce  the 
effect  expected  from  it.  The  volunteers  were 
few,  and  late  in  joining  the  army. 
•  In  the  mean-time,  the  preparations  for  the 
evacuation  of  Philadelphia  were  expedited  as 
much  as  possible,  and  the  opinion  that  it  was 
intended  to  reach  New  York  through  the  Jer- 
seys, gained  ground. 

General  Maxwell,  with  the  Jersey  brigade, 
was  ordered  over  the  Delaware  to  take  post 
about  Mount  Holly,  and  to  join  major  general 
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oiup.  Via  jPickcnson,  who  was  begiimuig  to  assembU 
iru.  the  militia  of  that  state,  for  the  purpose  of  go- 
optratiDg  with  tb^  Continept^  troops,  in  breal^. 
lug  up  the  bridges,  falling  trees  in  the  roads, 
and  otherwise  embarrassing  the  march  of  th^ 
enemy,  should  he  attempt  to  reach  New  York 
hf  land.  These  troops  were  ordered  to  be 
carefiil  not  to  expose  themselves  to  a  oo^p  de 
main,  and  general  Didbenson  was  advised  t^ 
Jpeep  his  loiiitia  in  ^mM  light  p^ies«  hoverlc^ 
on  the  Aanks  of  the  enentiy,  so  as  to  gall  them 
on  their  march,  without  exhibiting  an  object 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  indupe  my  concert^ 
plaB  against  him* 

A  strong^  detachment  was  requested,  ao^ 
genial  Gates,  who  now  again  commanded  Ib 
the  notthern  dej^artwent,  'caUed  earnestly  for  a 
re-enforcement  to  enable  hin^  tp  guard  tiic 
.highlands  on  the  Hudson :  but  the  state  of  the 
army  did  noit  admit  of  such  a  division.  The 
enemy  had  given  out,  that  they  desig^d  a 
visit  to  Valley  forge,  before  they  took  leave  of 
Pennsylvania;  and,  although  this  threat  was  uof, 
to  be  regarded  while  the  army  was  kept  entire, 
it  was  very  probaible  that  such  a  distribution  of 
the  troops  as  was  solicited,  would  induce  theaa 
to  realize  it.  The  determination,  therefore,  to 
keep  the  army  in  force,  and  in  its  present  station, 
until  Philadelphia  should  be  absolutely  evacu- 
ated, was  rigidly  adhered  to;  and  while  the 
means  to  that  end  were  taking,  maga^es  were 
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laid  lijp  to  support  it  in  its  march  either  to  Fish-  chap.vul 
Xill,  or  towards  the  lower  parts  of  the  Hudson.     i778. 

In  this  state  of  things,  authentic  intelligence    jqpei?. 
was  received  that  great  part  of  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Delaware,   and  that  the  residue 
would  undoubtedly  very  soon  pass  that  river. 

The  opinion  of  all  the  general  officers  was 
required  on  the  course  now  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued.  As  it  was  an  event  which  had  been  for 
some  time  expected,  the  subject  had  of  course 
been  naturally  considered. 

There  were  no  advocates  for  an  attempt  to 
cut  oflf  the  rear  of  the  enemy  while  crossing  the 
Delaware.  All  concurred  in  deieming  it  unad- 
visable  to  attempt  entering  the  works  about 
Philadelphia,  until  they  should  be  entirely 
abandoned. 

On  the  system  to  be  pursued  after  crossing 
the  Delaware,  there  was  not  so  much  unanimity. 
General  Lee,  who  had  lately  been  exchanged, 
and  whose  military  experience  gave  great 
weiglit  to  his  opinions,  was  vehement  agamst 
risting  either  a  general  or  partial  engagement. 
According  to  the  best  estimate  which  could  be 
formed  of  the  strength  of  the  British  army,  it 
was  computed  at  ten  thousand  rank  and  file, 
fit  for  duty;  that  of  the  Americans  amounted 
to  between  ten  and  eleven  thousand.  General 
Lee  was  decisively  of  opinion  that,  with  such  an 
equality  of  force,  it  would  "  be  criminal"  to 
hazard  an  action.     He  relied   much   on  the 

VOL.  III.  3  N 
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CHAP.  VIII.  advantageous  ground  on  which  their  late  foreign 
1778.  connexions  had  placed  the  United  States^  and 
strongly  contended  that  only  a  defeat  of  their 
army  could  now  endanger  their  independence. 
To  this,  he  said,  the  army  ought  not  to  be 
exposed.  It  would  be  impossible,  he  thought, 
to  bring  on  a  partial  action,  without  risking  its 
being  made  general,  if  such  should  be  the 
choice  of  the  enemy;  since  the  detachment 
which  should  engage  must  be  supported^  or 
be  cut  to  pieces.  A  general  action  ought  not  to 
be  fought,  unless  the  advantage  was  manifestly 
with  the  American  army.  This  at  present  was 
by  no  means  the  case.  He  attributed  so  much 
to  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  point  of  dis- 
cipline, as  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  issue  of  the 
engagement  would  almost  certainly  be  unfii- 
vourable. 

General  Du  iPortail,  a  French  officer  of  con- 
siderable military  reputation,  maintained  the 
same  opinions :  and  the  baron  De  Steuben  also 
thought  an  action  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided. 
The  American  officers  seem  to  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  councils  of  the  Europeans,  and 
of  seventeen  generals,  only  Wayne  and  Cad- 
walader  were  decidedly  in  favour  of  attacking 
the  enemy.  Fayette  appeared  inclined  to  that 
opinion,  without  openly  embracing  it.  General 
Greene  also  was  disposed  to  hazard  more  tlian 
the  councils  of  the  majority  would  sanction. 
The  country  he  thought  must  be  protected; 
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and  if  in  dcnng  so  an  engagement  should  become  chap.vhl 
unavoidable,  it  would  be  necessary  to  fight  the    irre. 
enemy. 

In  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  Philadelphia  was  rbt  British 
evacuated,  and  in  a  few  hours,  all  the  British  jgg^^^ 
troops  were  encamped  at  Gloucester  point  on  SlS,^Ae 
the  Jersey  shore.    Althou^  they  availed  them-  ^*^'' 
selves  to  a  great  extent  of  the  facility  of  trans^^ 
porting  their  effects  by  water,  yet  their  line  of 
march  was  so  lengthened  and  incumbered  by 
baggage,  and  the  weather  was  so  intensely  hot, 
that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing very  slowly.  Indeed  their  movements  wore 
the  appearance  of  purposed  delay,  and  were 
well  calculated  to  fevpur  the  opinion,  that  sir 
Henry  Clinton  wsa  willing  to  be  overtaken,  and 
wished  for  a  general  engagement. 

He  proceeded  slowly  through  Haddonfield, 
Mount  Holly,  Slabtown,  and  Cross  wick,  to 
Allentoivn,  and  Imlaytown,  which  places  he 
reached  on  the  24th.  General  Maxwell  who 
had  been  posted  at  Mount  Holly,  retired  on  his 
approach,  and  joined  general  Dickenson,  who 
was  collecting  the  Jersey  militia,  but  they  werd 
able  to  give  very  little  other  interruption  to  the 
march  of  the  enemy,  than  was  produced  by 
breaking  up  the  bridges  in  his  route. 

Thus  far  the  road  taken  by  sir  Henry  Clinton    juiie24. 

left  his  future  destination  entirely  uncertain. 

Admitting  New  York  to  be  his  immediate 

object,  he  might  either  take  the  direct  course 

Sn2 
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cHAP.vni.to  Amboy,  or  pursue  the  lower  and  rather 
1778.  more  circuitous  route  to  Sandy  Hook.  It  was 
believed  by  some  that  he  designed  to  occupy 
the  high  country,  and  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement,  or  to  seize  the  passes  through  the 
highlands  of  the  Hudson.  He  had  not  yet 
diverged  from  the  course  proper  for  the  attain- 
ment of  either  of  these  objects. 

As  his  line  of  march,  until  he  passed  Cross- 

>  wick,  lay  directly  up  the  Delaware,  and  at  no 

great  distance  from  it,  general  Washington, 
who  was  in  motion  the  day  on  which  Philadel- 
phia was  evacuated,  found  it  necessary  to  make 
an  extensive  circuit,  and  cross  that  river  higher 
up,  at  Coryell's  ferry.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  were  so  yery  slow,  as  to  strengthen  the 
opinion,  that  a  general  engagement  was  wished 
for;  and  as  this,  according  to  the  plan  settled 
in  council,  was  to  be  avoided  by  the  American 
army,  he  kept  possession  of  the  high  grounds  in 
Jersey,  which  enabled  him  to  retain  a  choice, 
either  of  coming  to,  or  avoiding  an  action ;  and 
at  the  same  time,  to  continue  in  the  direct  course 
to  cover  the  important  passes  in  the  highlands, 
if  there  should  be  any  indications  of  an  inten- 
tion to  make  a  rapid  movement  against  them. 
He  crossed  the  river  on  the  22d,  andxemained 
the  23d  at  Hopewell,  in  the  high  country 
afljacent  to  the  ferry. 

General  Arnold,  whose  wounds  were  not 
yet  sufficiently  healed  to  fit  him  for  active  ser- 
vice,  was  appointed  to  take  possession  of  Phi- 
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ladelphia.  •   He  was  directed  to  detach  from  chap,  vhl 
thence  about  four  hundred  Continental  troops,    1T78. 
and  as  many  militia  as  could  be  collected  in  the 
city,  and  the  adjacent  country,  to  advance  on 
the  rear  of  the  enemy.     If  general  Cadwalader* 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  command  them,  he 
was  named  by  Washington  for  that  service,  as 
an  officer  in  whom  full  confidence  might  be 
placed*  Cadwalader  engaged  in  it  with  alacrity, 
but  could  only  add  to  his  Continental  force 
about  fifty  volunteers  from  Philadelphia,  and 
about  forty  militia  from  the  neighbourhood, 

who  came  out  under  general  Lacy.  

While  at  Hopewell,  Morgan  was  detached    J"^^- 
with  orders  to  gain  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy, 
and  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  annoy  it.        


Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  now  encamped  at  and  J""^' 
about  AUentown.  The  main  body  of  the 
American  army  was  in  Hopewell  township, 
about  five  miles  from  Princeton.  Maj  or  general 
Dickenson  with  the  Jersey  militia,  consisting 
of  about  one  thousand  men,  and  a  brigade  of 
Continental  troops  commanded  by  Maxwell, 
hung  on  the  left  flank  towards  the  rear  of  the 
enemy.  General  Cadwalader  with  Jackson's 
regiment,  and  a  very  few  militia,  was  entirely 
in  their  rear;  and  colonel  Morgan  with  his 
regiment  of  six  hundred  men,  was  on  their 
right.  These  detachments  were  furnished  with 
guides  by  general  Dickenson,  and  were  ordered 
to  harass  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible,  and  to 
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cacAP.  viiL  keep  up  a  constant  commuBication  w&k  the 
177 e.    commander  in  chief,  who  prc^oaed  to  regulate 
his  movements  bj  those  of  the  hostik  army. 

Notwithstanding    the    almost    concurrent 
opinion  of  the  gaieral  officers  against  riski&f; 
an  action,  Washington  appears  to  have  been 
very  strongly  inclined  to  that  measure.     With 
a  mind  of  uncommon  firmness,  he  possessed  a 
temper  enterprising,  as  well  as  cautious,  and 
could  not  readily  be  persuaded  that,  with  an 
army  he  believed  to  be  rather  superior  in  point 
of  numbers  to  the  enemy,  he  put  too  much  in 
hazard  by  fighting  him.     His  general  officers 
therefore  were  again  assembled,  and  the  situ- 
ation of  the  two  armies  once  more  submitted 
Council  of    to  them.     His  own,  exclusive  of  Maxwell's 
WMhiSSm-  ''^'*^&^^^'  ^^  stated  to  amount,  according  to  a 
^i^,^  '  field  return  received  a  few  days  before,  to  ten 
^j^[  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-four  effective 
rank  and  file.     The  force  of  the  enemy  couM 
not  be  so  accurately  stated^  but  was  believed 
to  be  rather  less  than  ten  thousand.     This  was 
the  seventh  day  since  the  evacuation  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  in  that  time,  the  British  army  had 
marched  less  than  forty  miles.     They  were  by 
the  latest  advices  in  two  columns,  the  one  on 
the  Allentown,  and  the  other  on  the  Borden- 
town  road. 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  asked, 
whether  it  would  be  advisable,  of  choice,  to 
hazard  a  general   action  ?   and   if  it   would, 
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whedier  it  should  be  brought  on  by  an  imme-  chap,  via 
diate  general  attack,  by  a  partial  attack,  or  by    1778. 
taking  such  a  position  as'must  compel  the  enemy 
to  become  the  assailants? 

If  the  council  should  be  of  opinion  that  it 
Was  unadvisable  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
then  he  asked  what  measures  could  be  taken, 
with  safety  to  the  army,  to  annoy  the  enemy 
in  his  march^  should  he  proceed  through  the 
Jerseys? 

The  same  opinion  respecting  a  general 
action  which  had  been  given  the  day  before 
the  movement  from  Valley  forge,  was  repeated. 
The  proposition  was  peremptorily  and  decidedly 
negatived.  But  it  was  proposed  to  strengthen 
the  corps  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  with 
a  re- enforcement  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  to 
act  as  occasion  might  serve ;  and  that  the  main 
body  of  the  army  should  preserve  a  relative 
position,  so  as  to  be  able  to  act  as  circumstances 
should  require. 

In  pursuance  of  this  opinion  of  his  military 
council,  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hundred  select 
men,  under  brigadier  general  Scott,  was  imme- 
diately formed,  and  marched  to  the  lines ;  and 
the  next  day  the  army  moved  forward  to  King- 
ston. 

Though  every  general  officer  except  Wayne 
had  signed  the  opinion  given  on  the  24th,  re- 
specting the  strength  of  this  last  detachment, 
yet  the  council  had  on  that  point  been  nearly 
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CHAP.  VIII  equally  divided.  Those  who  were  decidedly 
1778.  against  hazarding  a  serious  action,  either  ge- 
neral or  partial,  conceived  the  number  agreed 
on  competent  to  every  purpose  which  ought  to 
be  contemplated;  while  others,  who  privately 
wished  to  bring  on  something  more  than  light 
skirmishing,  but  had  not  suflSicient  confidence 
in  themselves  to  hazard  the  responsibility  bf 
openly  advising  the  measure,  were  desirous  of 
augmenting  it  to  two  thousand,  or  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men. 

TTw  opinion      Gcncral  Washington  still  retained  his  incli- 

againifdST*  uatlou  to  cngagc  the  enemy,  and  finding  himself 
supported  by  the  private  wishes  of  some  officers 
whom  he  highly  valued,  he  determined  to  take 
his  measures  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
without  calling  another  council.  Hearing  that 
the  enemy  were  on  their  march  towards  Mon- 

mouth  court-house,  he  resolved  still  further  to 

J"^*'-  strengthen  the  forces  on  the  lines ;  and,  in 
pursuance  of  this  resolution,  dispatched  bri- 
gadier general  Wayne  with  a  further  detachment 
of  one  thousand  select  men.  As  the  Continental 
troops  now  in  front  of  the  main  army  amounted 
to  at  least  four  thousand  men,  a  number  believed 
to  be  capable  of  rendering  the  service  expected 
from  them,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  employ  a 
major  general  to  collect  and  command  them. 

This  tour  of  duty,  major  general  Lee  had  a 
right  to  claim.  But  as  he  was  openly  and 
strongly  against  hazatding  even  a  partial  en- 
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gagement,  and  expected  that,  in  conformity  aHAP.  viir 
with  the  advice  signed  by  all  the  general  offi-  irr«. 
cers  then  in  camp,  with  one  single  exception,  - 
nothing  would  be  attempted  further  than  merely 
to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  and  restrain  plun- 
dering parties,  he  showed  no  disposition  to 
assert  his  claim,  and  very  readily  assenting  to 
the  private  wishes  of  general  Washington, 
that  the  command  should  be  given  to  an  officer 
whose  view  of  the  service  comported  more 
with  his  own;  yielded  this  important  tour 
of  duty  to  La  Fayette.  The  orders  given  this 
general  were,  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
detachment,  and  to  form  a  junction,  as  expe- 
ditiously as  possible  with  that  under  generalr 
Scott;  to  use  the  most  efiectual  means  for 
gaining  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  rear,  and 
giving  them  every  degree  of  annoyance.  All 
the  Continental  parties  on  the  lines  were  placed 
uader  his  command,  and  he  was  directed  to 
take  such  measures  in  concert  with  general 
Dickenson,  as  would  most  impede  the  march 
of  the  enemy,  and  occasion  them  the  greatest 
loss.  For  these  purposes,  he  was  to  attack 
them  as  occasion  might  require  by  detachment, 
and,  if  a  proper  opening  should  be  given,  he 
was  to  act  against  them  with  the  whole  force 
under  his  command. 

A  letter  was  at  the  same  time  addressed  to 
general  Dickenson,  placing  the  militia  under 
the  orders  of  La  Fayette. 

VOL.  III.  3  <> 
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oHAP.viau  These  dispositions  and  orders  maaifest  very 
irrs,  conclusively  the  intention  and  wish  of  the  d>xn- 
mander  in  chief.  They  oould  scarcely  fail  to 
bring  on  an  engagement.  Wayne  had  openly 
espoused  that  measurcy  and  Fayette,  incouncil^ 
although  he  joined  in  the  opinion  against  seeking 
a  general  action,  had  been  in  favour  of  a  partial 
one;  and  would,  therefore,  if  any  proper  occa- 
sion offered,  certainly  attack  with  his  whole 
force,  which  would  as  certainly  produce  such 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  would 
render  it  proper  to  support  him  with  the  whole 
army.  He  was  accompanied  too  by  colonel 
Hamilton,  who  felt  the  strongest  desire  to  sig- 
nalize the  detachment,  and  to  accomplish  all 
the  wishes  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Immediately  after  detaching  this  additional 

body  of  troops,   the  whole  army  moved  to 

Cranberry,  in  order  to  be  sufficiently  near  to 

juneac.    support  them.     They  reached  that  place  about 

nine  o^clock  next  morning. 

The  intense  heat  of  the  weather,  i  a  heavy 
storm,  and  a  temporary  want  of  provisions, 
prevented  the  army  from  resuming  its  mareh 
that  day.  The  advanced  corps  being  differently 
circumstanced,  had  pressed  forward,  and  taken 
a  position  on  the  Monmouth  road,  about  five 
miles  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  the  intention 
of  attacking  them  next  morning  on  their  march. 
It  was  found  too  remote,  and  too  far  on  the 
right,  to  be  supported  in  case  of  action,  and 
orders  were  therefore  sent  to  the  marquis,  to 
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file  off  by  his  left  towards  Englishtowti.    These  cHAy.  vm^ 
orders  were  executed  early  in  the  morning  of    \T7s. 
the  27th. 

Although  general  Lee  had  at  first  been  dis- 
jx>sed  to  yield  the  advanced  party  to  La  Fayette^  J^^^- 
from  an  opinion  that  no  effective  service  was 
intended,  and  that  his  station  in  the  army  was 
more  honourable,  that  officer  had  scarcely 
marched,  when  Lee  began  to  regret  this  decision* 
He  perceived  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the 
g>eneral  officers,  a  greater  importance  was  at-* 
tached  to  this  command,  than  he  had  allowed  it;, 
and  that  his  reputation  was  in  danger  of  being 
in  some  degree  impaired,  by  connecting  his 
strenuous  opposition  to  even  a  partial  action^ 
with  his  afterwsM*ds  declining  the  command  of 
a  very  strong  detachment,  which  it  was  expected 
MTOuld  fall  in  with,  and  engage  the  rear  of  Ae 
enemy.  He  therefore  now  solicited  very  ear- 
nestly for  the  command  he  had  before  declined 
accepting. 

To  relieve  the  feelings  of  Lee  without 
wounding  those  of  La  Fayette,  general  Wash- 
ington detached  him  with  two  other  brigades 
to  Englishtown,  to  support  the  marquis.  He 
would  of  course  have  the  direction  of  the  whole 
front  division,  which  would  now  amount  to 
five  thousand  men ;  but  it  was  expressly  stip- 
ulated,  that  if  any  enterprise  had  been  already 
formed  by  La  Fayette,  it  should  be  proceeded 
with,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  commanding 
3o2 
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cHAP.vnt  officer  had  not  been  changed.      To  this  condi- 
irre.    tion,   Lee  acceded,   and  with  two  additional 
brigades  joined  the  front  division  of  the  army, 
'  the  whole  of  which  was  now  under  his  direc- 

tion,  and  encamped  at  Englishtown.  The 
main  army  also  moved  forward  about  three 
miles  in  his  rear.  Morgan's  corps  still  hovered 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  British,  and  general 
Dickenson  on  their  left. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  taken  a  very  strong 
position.  He  was  encamped  on  the  high 
grounds  about  Monmouth  court  house,  having 
his  right  flank  in  the  skirt  of  a  small  wood, 
while  his  left  was  secured  by  a  very  thick  one, 
and  a  morass  running  towards  his  rear.  His 
whole  front  was  also  covered  by  a  wood,  and, 
for  a  considerable  distance  towards  his  left,  by 
a  morass. 

This  position  seemed  unassailable,  and  the 
enemy  were  within  twelve  miles  of  the  high 
grounds  about  Middletown,  after  their  reach- 
ing  which,  it  would  be  impossible .  to  attempt 
any  thing  against  them,  with  a  prospect  of 
success. 

Under  these  circumstances,  general  Wash- 
ington determined  to  attack  their  rear  the  mo- 
ment they  should  move  from  their  ground* 
This  determination  was  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  general  Lee,  who  was  ordered  to 
make  his  dispositions  for  the  attack,  and  to 
keep  his  troops  constantly  lying  on  their  arms, 
that  he  might  be  in  readiness  to  take  advantage 
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of  the  first  movement  of  the  enemy.     Corres-  chap.vhl 
ponduig  orders  were  also  given  to  the  rear  divi-    1778. 
sion  of  the  army. 

About  five  in  the  morning,  intelligence  was  J">^»' 
received  from  general  Dickenson,  that  the  front 
of  the  enemy  was  in  motion.  The  troops  were 
immediately  put  under  arms,  and  6rders  were 
dispatched  by  an  aid-du-camp  to  general  Lee, 
directing  him  to  move  on  and  attack  the  rear, 
"  unless  there  should  be  powerful  reasons  to 
the  contrary.'^  He  was  at  the  same  time  in- 
formed, that  the  main  army  would  be  on  its 
march  to  support  him. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  perceived  from  the 
appearances  on  his  flanks  and  rear  on  the  27th, 
that  the  American  army  was  in  his  neighbour- 
hood,  and  had  therefore  changed  the  order  of 
his  march.  The  whole  baggage  was  placed 
under  the  care  of  general  Knyphausen,  while 
the  strength  and  flower  of  his  army,  entirely 
unincumbered,  formed  the  rear  division,  which 
was  placed  under  the  particular  command  of 
lord  Cdmwallis,  and  was  accompanied  by  sir 
Henry  in  person. 

To  avoid  pressing  on  general  Knyphausen, 
Comwallis  remained  on  his  ground  until  about 
eight  o'clock,  and  then  descending  from  the 
heights  of  Freehold,  into  a  plain  of  about  three 
miles  in  extent,  took  up  his  line  of  march  in 
rear  of  the  front  division.^ 
■  I  ...I  ■      I  -■  III      I  ■..       ■  I  ■ ,  I — 

^Letter  qfnr  Henry  Clinton. 
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^^^'  ^'"'  On  receiving  the  orders  which  had  been 
1778.  given  in  the  preceding  evening,  and  repeated 
•  in  the  morning,  general  Lee  liad  made  the  dis- 
positions necessary  for  their  execution ;  and, 
soon  after  the. rear  of  the  enemy  was  in  motion, 
he  prepared  to  attack  it.  General  Dickenson 
had  been  directed  to  detach  some  of  his  best 
troops,  to  take  such  a  position  as  to  co-operate 
with  him;  and  Morgan  also  was  ordered  to  act 
on  their  right  flank,  but  with  so  much  caution, 
as  to  be  able  readily  to  extricate  himself,  and 
form  a  junction  with  Lee,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary. 

He  appeared  on  the  heights  of  Freehold 
soon  after  the  enemy  had  left  them,  and  follow- 
ing the. British  into  the  plain,  gave  directions 
to  general  Wayne  to  attack  their  covering  party 
in  ^e  rear  so  as  to  halt  them,  but  not  to  press 
them  sufficiently  either  to  force  them  up  to  the 
main  body,  or  to  draw  re-enforcements  from 
thence  to  their  aid.  In  the  mean-time,  he  pro- 
posed to  gain  their  front  by  a  shorter  road  on 
their  left,  and  entirely  intercepting  their  com- 
munication with  the  line,  to  bear  them  off  before 
they  could  be  assisted. 

While  in  the  execution  of  this  design,  a 
gentleman  of  general  Washington's  suite  eame 
up  to  gain  intelligence,  and  to  him,  Lee  com- 
municated his  present  object. 

Before  he  reached  the  point  of  destihatioii» 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  were 
in  much  greater  force  than  had  been  expected. 
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The  intelligence  on  this  subject  was  very  con-  chap.viii, 
tradictory,  and  the  face  of  the  country,  which  \77a. 
was  a  good  deal  covered  with  woods,  was  well 
calculated  to  conceal  the  truth.  He  therefore 
deemed  it  advisable  to  reconnoitre  them  in 
person,  and  to  satisfy  himself,  from  his  own 
view,  of  their  numbers. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  soon  after  the  rear  divi- 
sion was  in  full  march,  had  received  intelli* 
gence  that  a  column  of  the  Americans  was  on 
his  left  flank*  This  being  a  corps  of  militia, 
was  soon  dispersed,  and  the  march  continued. 
When  his  rear  guard  had  descended  from  the 
hills,  he  saw  it  followed  by*  a  strong  corps, 
soon  after  which,  a  cannonade  upon  it  was 
commenced  from  some  pieces  of  artilleiy  com- 
manded by  colonel  Oswald,  and  at  the  same 
time,  he  received  intelligence  that  a  respectable 
force  had  shown  itself  on  both  his  flanks.  Be- 
lieving a  design  to  have  been  formed  on  his 
bagg^age,  which  in  the  defiles  through  which  it 
was  to  pass,  would  be  considerably  exposed, 
he  determined,  in  order  to  secure  it  from  the 
danger  with  which  it  was  threatened,  to  attack 
the  troops  in  his  rear  with  all  his  force,  so  vi- 
gorously, a^  to  compel  them  to  call  off  those  on 
his  flanks.  This  induced  him  to  march  back 
his  whole  rear  division,  which  movement  was 
making,  as  Lee  advanced  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  to  the  front  of  the  wood  which 
adjoined  the  plain  that  has  been  mentioned. 
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oHAP.vni:  He  soon  perceived  himself  to  have  been  mis- 
1778.  taken  in  the  force  which  formed  the  rear  of  the 
British;  but  he  yet  proposed  to  engage  on  that 
ground,  although  his  judgment,  as  was  after- 
wards stated  by  himself  on  an  inquiry  into  his 
conduct,  disapproved  of  it ;  there  being  a  mo- 
rass immediately  in  his  rear,  which  could  not 
be  passed  without  difficulty,  and  which  would 
.  necessarily  impede  the  arrival  of  re-enforce- 
ments to  his  aid,  and  embara^s  his  retreat 
should  he  be  finally  overpowered. 

This  was  about  10  o'clock.  While  both 
armies  were  preparing  for  action,  and  perform- 
ing those  previous  mancEuvres  which  each 
deemed  necessary,  general  Scott  (as  stated  by- 
genera}  Lee)  mistook  an  oblique  march  of  an 
American  column  for  a  retreat;  and,  in  the 
apprehension  of  being  abandoned,  left  his  po- 
sition, and  repassed  the  ravine  in  his  rear. 

Being  himself  of  opinion,  that  the  ground  on 
which  the  army  was  drawn  up  was  by  no  means 
favourable  to  them,  Lee  did  not  correct  the 
error  Scott  had  committed,  but  directed  the 
whole  detachment  to  regain  the  heights  they 
had  passed. 

He  was  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  some 
slight  skirmishing  ensued  during  this  retrogade 
movement,  in  which  very  little  damage  was 
done  on  either  side. 

When  the  first  firing  announced  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action^  the  rear  o&  the  army 
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threw  off  their  packs,  and  advanced  rapidly  to  chap,  vul 
the  support  of  the  front.  As  they  approached  irrs. 
the  scene  of  action,  general  Washington,  who 
had  received  no  intelligence  from  Lee  notifying 
his  retreat,  rode  forward;  and  about  noon, 
after  the  army  had  marched  about  five  miles, 
to  his  utter  astonishment  and  mortification, 
met  the  advanced  corps  retiring  before  the 
enemy,  without  having  made  a  single  eSbrt  to 
maintain  their  ground.  Those  whom  he  first 
fell  in  with,  neither  understood  the  motives 
which  had  governed  general  Lee,  nor  his  pre- 
sent design;  and  could  give  no  other  informa- 
tion than  that,  by  his  orders,  they  had  fled 
without  fighting. 

General  Washington  rode  to  the  rear  of  the 
division,  which  he  found  closely  pressed. 
There  he  met  Lee,  to  whom  he  spoke  in  terms 
of  some  Warmth,  implying  disapprobation  of  his 
conduct.  He  also  gave  immediate  orders  to 
the  regiments  commanded  by  colonel  Stewart, 
and  lieutenant  colonel  Ramsay,  to  form  on  a 
piece  of  ground  which  he  deemed  proper  for 
the  purpose  of  checking  the  enemy,  who  were 
advancing  rapidly  on  them.  General  Lee  was 
then  ordered  to  take  proper  measures  with  the 
residue  of  his  force  to  stop  the  British  column 
on  that  ground,  and  the  commander  in  chief 
rode  back  himself  to  arrange  the  rear  division 
of  the  armvt 
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cHAj.yiii.     These  orders  were  executed  with  ftratfi^ss. 
irrs.    A  sharp  conflict  ensued,  and  when  forced  from 
He  attacks    thc  gfound  on  which  he  had  been  placed,  Lee 

tiie  enetny  at  •  i  i  m 

^"^^  brought  off  his  troops  in  good  order,  and  was 
then  directed  to  form  in  the  rear  of  English- 
town. 

The  check  thus  given  the  enemy  aflbrded 
time  to  draw  up  the  left  wing  and  second  Ime 
of  the  American  army  on  an  eminence,  and  in 
a  wood,  in  the  rear,  covered  by  a  morass  in 
front.  Lord  Sterling,  who  commanded  the 
left  wing,  brought  up  some  field  pieces  which 
played  with  considerable  effect  on  the  enemy, 
who  had  passed  the  morass.,  and  were  pressing 
•  on  to  the  charge.  These  pieces,  with  the  aid 
of  several  parties  of  infantry  detached  for  the 
purpose,  effectually  put  a  stop  to  their  advance. 
The  right  wing  of  the  army  was  for  the  day 
commanded  by  general  Greene.  For  the  ex- 
pedition of  the  march,  and  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  turning  the  right  flank,  he  had  been 
ordered  to  file  off  by  the  new  church,  t^'o 
miles  fi-om  Englishtown,  and  to  fall  into  the 
Monmouth  road,  a  small  distance  in  the  rear 
of  the  court-hotfse,  while  the  residue  of  the 
army  proceeded  directly  to  that  place.  He  had 
advanced  on  this  road  considerably  to  the  right, 
and  rather  beyond  the  ground  on  which  the 
armies  were  now  engaged,  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  retreat  of  the  party  commanded 
by  Lee,  and  of  the  new  disposition  of  the  troops 
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occasioaed  by  that  circumstance.     He  imme-  chap,  via 
diatdy  changed  his  route,  and  marching  up     1778. 
wkh  the  wiDg  he  commanded,  took  a  very 
advantageous  position  on  the  right. 

Finding  themselves  warmly  opposed  in  front,  xiie  action 
the  «iemy  attempted  to  turn  the  left  flank  of"°'**^"'^'- 
the  American  army,  but  were  repulsed,  and 
driven  back  by  parties  of  infantry  detached  to 
opjxise  ihtisi.  They  then  attempted  the  right 
with  as  little  success.  General  Greene  had 
advanced  a  body  of  troops  with  artillery  to  a 
commanding  piece  of  ground  in  his  front,  which 
not  only  disappointed  their  design  of  turning 
the  right,  but  severely  enfiladed  the  party  which 
yet  remained  in  front  of  the  left  wing.  At  this 
moment,  general  Wayne  was  advanced  with  a 
body  of  infantry  to  engage  them  in  front,  who 
kept  up  so  hot  and  well  directed  a  fire  of  mus*  '^ 
ketry,  that  they  soon  gave  way,  and  withdrew 
behind  the  ravine,  to  the  ground  on  which  the 
first  halt  had  been  made,  where  the  action  had 
commenced  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
general  Washington. 

Here  the  British  line  was  formed  ota  very- 
strong  ground.  Both  flanks  were  secured  by 
thick  woods,  and  morasses,  while  their  front 
could  only  be  reached  through  a  narrow  pass. 
The  day  had  been  intensely  hot,  and  the  troops 
were  very  much  fatigued.  Notwithstanding 
this  circumstance,  and  the  difficulty  with  which 
the  enemy  could  be  approached,  general  Wash- 
3p2 
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cHAP,vm.  ington  resolved  to  renew  the  engagement* 
1778.  For  this  purpose,  he  ordered  brigadier  general 
Poor,  with  his  own  and  the  Carolina  brigade, 
to  gain  their  right  flank,  while  Woodford  with 
his  brigade,  should  turn  their  left.  At  the 
same  time  the  artillery  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  play  on  them  in  front.  These  orders  were 
obeyed  with  alacrity,  but  the  impediifients  on 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy  were  so  considerable, 
that  before  they  could  be  overcome,  and  the 
troops  could  approach  them  near  enough  to 
commence  the  attack,  it  was  nearly  dark. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  defer  further  operaticms 
until  next  morning.  For  the  purpose  of  com- 
mencing them  with  the  return  of  light,  the 
brigades  which  had  been  detached  to  the 
'  flanks  of  the  enemy,  continued  on  their  ground 
through  the  night,  and  the  other  troops  lay  on 
their  arms  in  the  field  of  battle,  in  order  to  be 
in  perfect  readiness  to  support  them.  General 
Washington,  who  had  through  the  day  been 
extremely  active,  and  entirely  regardless  of 
personil  danger,  passed  the  night  in  his  cloak 
in  the  midst  of  his  soldiers. 

In  the  mean-time,  the  British  were  employed 
in  removing  their  woUnded.  About  midni^t, 
they  marched  away  in  sudi  silence,  that  their 
retreat  was  effected  without  the  knowledge  of 
general  Poor,  though  he  lay  very  near  them. 
As  it  ^vas  perfectly  certain  that  the  high 
grounds  about  Middletown  would  be  gained  by 
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the  enemy  before  it  would  be  praciticable  to  chap,  vm. 
overtake  them,  in  which  position  they  could    irrs: 
not  be  attacked  with  any  advantage;  as  the  face 
6{  the  country  aflforded  no  prospect  of  opposing 

■  their  embarkation;  and  as  the  battle  already 
fought  had  terminated  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  a  general  impression  favourable  to  the 
reputation  of  the  American  arms;  it  was  thought, 
advisable  to  relinquish  the  pursuit.  Leaving 
the  Jersey  brigade,  Morgan's  corps,  and  some 
other  light  troop*  to  hover  about  them,  to 
countenance  desertion,  and  protect  the  country 
from  their  depredations,  it  was  resolved  to 
move  the  main  body  of  the  army  to  the  Hudson, 
and  take  a  position  which  should  effectually 
cover  the  important  passes  in  the  highlands. 

The  commander  in  chief  was  very  highly 
gratified  with  the  conduct  of  his  troops  in  this 
action.  Their  behaviour,  he  said,  after  they 
recovered  from  the  first  surprise  occasioned  by 
the  unexpected  retreat  of  the  advanced  corps, 
could  not  be  surpassed.  General  Wayne  was 
particularly     mentioned.     His    conduct    and 

"  bravery,  it  was  declared,  merited  peculiar  com- 
mendation. The  artillery  too  were  spoken  of 
in  terms  of  high  praise.  Both  the  officers  and 
men  of  that  corps  who  were  engaged  were  said 
to  have  distinguished  themselves  in  a  remark- 
able manner. 


*  The  militia  had  returned  to  their  homes  immediately 
after  the  action. 
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CHAP,  viiu  The  los$  of  the  Americans  in  the  hjittle  of 
1778.  Monmoutli  was  eight  officers  and  sixty-one 
privates  killed,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  wounded.  Among  the  slain  were  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Bonner  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
major  Dickenson  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom 
Mere  much  regretted.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
were  missing,  but  of  these,  a  considerable 
number  afterwards  rejoined  their  regiments. 

In  his  official  letter,  sir  Henry  Clinton  states 
his  dead  and  missing  at  four  officers,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  privates ;  his  wounded, 
at  sixteen  officers,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  privates.  This  account,  so  far  as  respects 
the  dead,  cannot  be  correct,  as  four  officers, 
and  two  hundred  and  forty-five  privates  were 
buried  on  the  ^eld  by  persons  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  who  made  their  report  to  the 
commander  in  chief;  and  some  few  were  after- 
wards found  and  buried,  so  as  to  increase  the 
number  to  nearly  three  hundred.  The  uncom* 
mon  heat  of  the  day  w  as  fatal  to  several  on  both 
sides. 

As  usual,  when  a  battle  has  not  been  decisive, 
both  parties  claimed  the  victory.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  day,  the  advantage  was  certainly 
with  the  British ;  in  the  latter  part,  it  may  be 
pronounced,  with  equal  certainty,  to  have  been 
with  the  Americans.  They  maintained  their 
ground,  repulsed  the  enemy  by  whom  they 
were  attacked,  were  prevented  only  by  the  night 
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attid  the  retreat  of  sir   Henry  Clinton  from  chap,  vm. 
renewing  the  action,  and  suffered  in  killed  and    irrs. 
wounded  less  than  their  adversaries. 

It  is  true,  that  sir  Henry  Clinton  effected 
what  he  states  to  have  been  his  principal  object, 
M^ich  was  to  save  his  baggage.  But  when  it 
is  recollected,  thalT  the  general  officers  of  the 
American  army  had,  in  full  council,  decided 
against  hazarding  an  action,  that  this  advice 
must,  of  necessity,  have  trammeled  the  conduct, 
and  circumscribed  the  views  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  he  will  be  admitted  to  have  effected 
no  inconsiderable  object,  in  giving  the  Amer- 
ican arms  the  appearance  of  superiority  which 
was  certainly  acquired  by  this  engagement. 

Independent  of  the  loss  sustained  in  this 
action,  the  British  army  was  considerably 
weakened  in  its  way  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
York.  About  one  hundred  prisoners  were 
made,  and  near  a  thousand  soldiers,  principally 
foreigners,  many  of  whom  had  married  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, deserted  the  British  standard  during 
the  march. 

Whilst  the  armies  were  traversing  the  Jerseys, 
Gates,  who*  commanded  on  the  North  river,  b)' 
a  well  timed  and  judicious  movement  down  the 
Hudson,  which  was  highly  appf-oved  by  general  ^ 
Washington,  threatened  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  restraining  the  garrison  of  that  place 
from  re- enforcing  sir  Henry  Clinton,  should 
such  a  measure  be  contemplated. 
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CHAP.  vnL  The  conduct  of  Lee  was  very  generally  dis- 
1778.  approved.  As,  however,  he  had  possessed  a 
large  share  of  the  confidence  and  good  opinion 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  it  is  probable  that 
explanations  might  have  been  made,  which 
would  have  rescued  him  from  the  imputations 
cast  on  him;  and  have  resfored  him  to  the  es« 
teem  of  the  army,  could  his  haughty  temper 
have  brooked  the  indignity  he  believed  to  have 
been  offered  him  on  the  field  of  batde.  General 

r 

Washington  had  taken  no  measures  in  conse- 
quence of  the  events  of  that  day,  and  probably 
would  have  come  to  no  resolution  concerning 
them,  without  an  amicable  explanation,  when 
he  received  from  Lee  a  letter,  expressed  in 
very  unbecoming  terms,  in  which  he  manifestly 
assumed  the  station  of  a  superior,  and  required 
reparation  for  the  injury  sustained  from  the 
very  singular  expressions  said  to  have  been 
used  on  the  day  of  the  action  by  the  commander 
in  chief. 
June  30.  This  letter  was  answered  after  due  delibera- 
tion by  an  assurance,  that  so  soon  as  circum- 
stances would  admit  of  an  inquiry,  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  justifying  himself  to 
the  army,  to  America,  and  to  the  world  in, 
general,  or  of  convincing  them  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders,  and  mis- 
behaviour before  the  enemy.  On  the  same 
day,  on  Lee's  expressing  a  wish  for  a  speedy 
investigation  of  his  conduct,  and  for  a  court 
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martiftl,  raliher  than  a  court  of  inquiry^  he  was  chap,  vul 
arrested*  1778. 

First.     For  disobedience  of  orders  in  notG«neniLM 
attacking  the  enemy  on  the  28th  of  June  agree-  ^J^'g^ 
ably  to  repeated  instructions*  JSi^Vh. 

Secondly.     For  misbehayiour   before  thei^d^dT^ 
enemy  on  the  same  day,  in  making  an  unne- 
cessary, -disorderly,  and  shameful  retreat. 

Thidrdly.  For  disrespect  to  the  commander 
in  chief  in  two  letters^ 

Previous  to  the  arrest,  and  to  the  answer 
given  to  the  first  letter  received  from  general 
Lee,  accusations  against  his  conduct  had  been 
made  by  several  officers  of  lus  detachment,  and 
particulaiiy  by  generals  Wayne  and  Scott,  in 
which  the  transactions  of  the  day,  not  being 
wdl  underatood,  were  represented  in  colours 
much  more  unfavourable  to  Lee,  than  those 
which  on  a  full  investigation  they  afterwards 
wore.  These  representations,  most  pFobably^ 
produced  the  strength  of  the  expressions  con< 
tained  in  the  second  article  of  the  charge.     A  Goiirt.iiiar. 

tialappointed 

court-martial  was  soon  called,  over  which  lord  J^'g^J^ 
Sterling  presided,  and,  after  a  very  tedious  for'S2*?S5?. 
investigation,  Lee  was  found  guilty  of  all  the 
charges  «ezhibited  against  him,  and  sentenced 
to  be  suspended  for  one  year.  This  sentence 
was  afterwards,  though  with  some  hesitation, 
approved  almost  ^manimously  by  congress. 
The  court  softened  in  some  degree  the  severity 
of  the  second  charge,  by  finding  him  guilty, 
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CHAP.  VIII.  not  in  its  very  words,  but  of  misbehaviour  be- 
1778.    fore   the  enemy  by  making  an   unnecessary,' 
and,  in  some  few  instances,  a  disorderly  retreat. 

Lee  defended  himself  with  his  accustomed 
ability.  He  proved  that,  after  the  retreat  had 
commenced  in  consequence  of  general  Scott's 
repassing  the  ravine  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  he  had  designed  to  form  on  the  first 
advantageous  ground  he  should  find,  and  that 
in  his  own  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  some 
other  officers,  no  safe  and  advantageous  position 
had  presented  itself  until  he  met  general  Wash- 
ington ;  at  which  time  it  was  his  intention,  to 
fight  the  enemy  on  the  very  ground  afterwards 
taken  by  that  officer.  He  suggested  a  variety 
of  reasons  justifying  his  retreat,  which,  if  they 
do  not  absolutely  establish  its  propriety,  yet 
give  it  so  questionable  a  form,  as  to  render  it 
probable  that  a  public  examination  never  would 
have  taken  place,  could  his  proud  spirit  have 
stooped  to  offi^r  explanation  instead  of  outrage 
to  the  commander  in  chief. 

His  suspension  gave  very  general  satisfaction 
through  the  army.  Without  being  masters  of 
his  conduct  as  a  military  man  in  making  the 
retreat,  they  perfectly  understood  the  insult 
offered  their  general  by  his  letters,  and,  whether 
rightly  or  not,  believed  his  object  to  have  been 
to  disgrace  Washington,  and  obtain  for  him* 
self  the  supreme  command.  So  devotedly 
were  all  ranks  attached  to  their  general,  that 
the  mere  suspicion  of  such  a  design,  would 
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have  rendered  his  further  continuance  in  the  chap,  vul 
army  extremely  difficult.  1778. 

Whatever  judgment  may  be  formed  on  the 
propriety  of  retreating  before  the  enemy,  it 
seems  difficult  to  justify  either  the  omission  to 
keep  the  commander  in  chief  continually  in- 
formed of  his  situation  and  intentions,  or  the 
very  rude  letters  written  after  the  action  was 
over. 

Congress  was  highly  gratified  with  the  suc-Thethankt 
cess  which  attended  their  arms  at  Monmoutli.  K^22?, 

to  general 

In   a  resolution  which  passed  unanimously,  ^d^Ta^y 
their  thanks  were  given  to  general  Washington,  <£tint£^ 
for  the  activity  with  which  he  marched  from  ^^aamoaou 
the  camp  at  Valley  forge,    in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy ;  for  his  distinguished  exertions  in  form- 
ing the  line  of  battle ;  and  for  his  great  good 
conduct  in  the  action :  and  he  was  requested  to 
signify  the  thanks  of  congress  to  the  officers  and 
men  under  his  command^    who  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  conduct  and  valour  in  the 
battle. 

The  attention  of  general  Washington  was 
now  tumBd  principally  to  the  North  river, 
towards  which  the  march  of  his  army  was  di- 
rected, with  the  intention  of  continuing  some 
time  about  Haverstraw. 

After  remaining  a  few  days   on  the   high 
grounds  of  Middletown,  sir  Henry  Clinton  pro-     jmys. 
ceeded  to  Sandy  hook,   where  he  passed  his 
army  over  to  New  York. 
3q.2 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Count  D'Estaing  arrives  on  the  coast  of  Virginia  with  a 
French  fleet  under  his  command.«..He  meditates  an  at- 
tack on  the  British  fleet  at  New  York,  but  is  obliged  to 
relinquish  it. ...Sails  out  to  Rhode  Island)  and  arrires  off 
Newport....Sails  to  attack  lord  Hove^  who  a]^ar»  off 
Rhode  Island....Both  fleets  dispersed  by  a  storm... .Ge- 
neral Sullivan  lays  siege  toNewport....D'£staing  returns 
to  Newport,  and  against  the  solicitations  of  Sul!ivan> 
sails  for  Boston  to  refit....SulIivan,  in  one  of  his  general 
orders,  makes  use  of  expressions  which  offend  the  coaat 
••••In  consequence  of  the  departure  of  the  French  fleets 
Sullivan  raises  the  siege  of  Newport.... Action  between 
Sullivan  and  the  British  army.... Sullivan  retreats  with* 
his  army  to  the  continent....Count  D'EstazngexpTesses 
to  congress  his  dissatisfaction  with  general  SulliTaiu*— 
General  Washington  labours  to  heal  these  ^scontents, 
in  which  he  succeeds....Lord  Howe  resigns  the  com- 
mand of  the  British  fleet....Colonel  Baylor's  re^ment 
surpnsed....Captain  Donop,  with  his  corps,  attacked  by 
colonel  Butler,  and  defeated....£xpedition  of  the  Bntlsb 
against  Egg  harbour....Pulaski  surprised*  axid  hn  in- 
fantry cut  off*. 


^!Jy®'    Before  general  Washington  could  reach 

the  ground  he  designed  to  occupy,  intelligence 

Count        was  received  that  a  very  powerful  French  fleet, 

E'cSbTot  "^^'^r  ^h^  command  of  the  count  D'Estairtg, 

12^      had    appeared    off   Chingoteague    inlet,     the 

ench  fleer 
dcr  his 
command. 


rhis***  northern  extremity  of  the  coast  of  Virginia. 


The  count  had  sailed  from  Toulon  the  13th 
of  April,  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  and 
six  frigates,  having  on  board  a  respectable  body 
of  land  forces.     His  destination  was  the  Dela- 
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ware ;  and  sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  chap.  «. 
that  he  would  find  the  British  fleet  in  that  river,  1778. 
and  their  army  in  Philadelphia.  A  very  un- 
common continuance  of  adverse  winds  pro- 
tracted the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  tathe 
extraordinary  length  of  eighty,  seven  days. 
This  unusual,  and  to  the  English,  providential 
circumstance,  saved  both  their  fleet  and  army. 
A  passage  of  seventy-five  days  would  have 
brought  D'Estaing  to  the  Delaware,  while 
Howe  was  yet  within  the  capes ;  and  such  was 
the  decided  superiority  of  the  French  force, 
that  the  British  fleet  must  inevitably  have  been 
destroyed,  or  have  fallen  into  their  hands. 
Such  an  event  must  have  been  certainly  and 
quickly  succeeded  by  the  destruction  of  their 
army. 

On  his  reaching  the  capes  of  the  Delaware,  Hemedicatei 

811  stt3ck  on 

the  count  announced  his  arrival  to  congress;  ^^*^ 
and,  having  failed  in  accomplishing  his  first  S^'S^ 
object,  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  New  York,  "**"''^*''^*- 
in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  attack  the  British 
fleet  in  the  harbour  of  that  place. 

Here  again  the  enemy  were  indebted  for  their 
safety  to  some  fortunate  incidents. 

In  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter  the 
violence  of  the  storms  had  broken  through  the 
narrow  isthmus  by  which  Sandy  hook  was  con- 
nected  with  the  continent,  and  had  converted 
the  peninsula  into  an  absolute  island.  This 
rendered  it  necessary  to  pass  over  the  army 
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cHAP.ix,  from  the  main  to  the  hook,  on  a  bridge  of 

1778.  boats,  which  would  have  been  impracticable^ 
if  obstructed  by  the  French. fleet.  It  was 
effected  the  very  day  on  which  D'Estaing  ap- 
peared off  Chingoteague  inlet. 

jQiyu.  At  I^aramus,  in  Jersey,  general  Washington 
received  a  letter  from  the  president  of  congress, 
advising  him  of  this  important  event,  and 
requesting  that  he  would  concert  measures  with 
the  count  for  conjoint  and  offensive  operations. 
The  next  day,  he  received  a  second  letter  on 
the  same  subject,  containing  two  resolutions 
of  congress,  the  one  directing  him  to  co-operate 
with  the  French  admiral,  and  the  other  author- 
izing him  to  call  on  the  states,  from  New  Hamp- 
shire to  New  Jersey  inclusive,  for  such  aids 
from  their  militia  as  he  might  deem  necessary 
for  the  operations,  which  might  be  agreed  on. 
He  determined  immediately  to  proceed  to 
the  White  Plains;  from  whence,  the  army 
might  with  more  fecility  co-operate  in  the 
execution  of  any  attempt  which  might  be  made 
by  the  fleet,  and  dispatched  lieutenant  colonel 
Laurens,  one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  a  young 
gentleman  distinguished  for  his  military  and 
civil  accomplishments,  with  every  information 
relative  to  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  his  own 
army,  of  which  he  was  himself  possessed,  and 
which  might  be  useful  to  D'Estaing.  Lieu- 
tenant colonel  Laurens  was  authorized  to 
consult  on  future  conjoint  operations,  and  to 
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establish  conventional  signals  for  the  purpose  of  cmap.vl. 
facilitating  the  communication  of  intelligence,  irra. 
At  the  same  time,  persons  supposed  to  be  best 
acquainted  with  the  water  on  the  bar,  and  in 
the  harbour,  and  who  were  superior  in  point 
of  character  to  ordinary  pilots,  were  sought 
out  and  dispatched  to  the  count  D^Estaing,  in 
order  to  furnish  the  information  which  might 
determine  him  respecting  the  proposition  for 
attacking  the  British  fleet  in  the  harbour;  and, 
if  that  resolution  should  be  taken,  to  give  him 
their  aid  towards  its  execution. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  off  the  hook, 
the  French  admiral  dispatched  major  De  Chouin, 
a  gentleman  of  his  family,  to  general  Wash- 
ington,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  fully 
his  views,  and  the  strength  of  his  fleet.  The 
first  object  of  D'£staing  was  to  attack  the 
British  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New  York.  If 
this  should  be  found  impracticable,  he  was 
then  desirous  of  turning  his  attention  to  Rhode 
Island.  To  assist  in  coming  to  a  result  on 
these  enterprises,  lieutenant  colonel  Hamilton 
was  immediately  dispatched  with  such  further 
communications  as  had  suggested  themselves 
since  the  departure  of  lieutenant  colonel  Liu- 
rens. 

From  the  inquiries  made  by  gaoeral  Wash- 
ington,  he  apprehended  that  the  water  on  the 
bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  was  not  of 
sufficient  depth  to  admit  the  passage  of  the 
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cBAf'Bu  Urgesst  ships  of  the  French  fleet,  withotit  much 
vnrBm  dificutty  and  dai^r.  Should  «ttch  be  the  fact, 
the  aitenpt  would  be  too  hazardous  to  be  ad- 
visaUe,  aad  tnust  necessarily  be  abandiMied. 
That  the  least  posaiUe  inconvenience  mi^t  be 
sustained  from  tibis  ciroumstance,  be  very  pro- 
iridendy  turned  his  attenttcn  to  those  mea^unes^ 
irliioh  would  be  necessary  {sr  an  enteiprise  to 
be  undertaken,  on  the  faiku>e  of  that  copteai* 
plated  agamst  New  York. 

Oeneral  Sullivan  had  been  detached  in  the 
preceding  winter,  to  comasiand  the  troops  in 
Rhode  bland,  and  <iirections  were  now  given 
him  to  call  on  the  New  Engiand  states^  imnae* 
diately  to  furnish  their  quotas  of  militia,  so  as  to 
make  his  army  strong  enough  to  ensure  success 
to  the  enterprise  against  the  enemy  in  Rhode 
Island,  fidiould  it  be  determined  on.  He  was 
also  Erected  to  prepare  magazines,  to  coUec^ 
the  boats  necessary  ibr  a  descent^  to  'engage 
the  best  p^ts,  and  to  make  himself  porfecdy 
master  of  the  ntmation  and  strength  of  the 

enemy  bofli  by  Jand  and  sea. 

J"ty«^  As  the  opinion,  tbait  the  attack  oa  Hem  York 
would  i>e  unadvisable,  ^ned  strength  firamthe 
information  received  in  its  support,  themarquis 
de  La  Fayette  was  detached  with  two  brigades 
4K>  join  gCDend  Sullivan  aft  Providence,  and  to 
put  himGelf  nnder  the  oommtand  of  that  officer. 
The  next  day,  lieutenant  colonel  HamHtmi  re^ 
turned  to  camp  with  the  final  determinattim  of 
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the  count  D'Estaing  to  relinquish  the  medi-  cwap.ix. 
tated  attack  on  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  New    1778* 
York,  in  consequence  of  the  impracticability 
of  passing  the  bar  at  the  hook. 

General  Greene  was  immediately  ordered  to 
Rhode  Island,  of  which  state  he  was  a  native,  « 
and  where  he  possessed  great  influence,  for 
the  purpose  of  commanding  under  Sullivan; 
and  lieutenant  colonel  Laurens  was  also  di- 
rected  to  proceed  thither ;  and,  attaching  hi^l• 
self  to  the  French  admiral,  to  facilitate  as  much 
as  possible  all  his  views,  by  procuring  what- 
ever might  contribute  to  give  them  effect; 
after  which,  he  was  to  act  with  the  army  under 
Sullivan. 

D'Estaing  had  come  to  anchor,  and  continued 
without  the  hook  for  eleven  days.  During 
this  time,  great  part  of  which  was  employed 
in  making  the  necessary  soundings,  and  obtain- 
ing  the  requisite  information  respecting  the 
bar,  and  the  harbour,  the  wind  had  been  so 
unfavourable  that,  had  even  the  depth  of  the 
water  admitted  of  an  attack,  it  could  not  have 
been  made.  So  long  therefore  as  the  count 
maintained  his  position,  the  expectation  that 
he  would  seize  the  first  fair  wind  to  force  his 
way  into  the  harbour,  was  kept  up ;  and  the 
preparations  to  receive  him  were  such  as 
threatened  a  very  serious  conflict. 

The  naval  force  under  lord  Howe  consisted 
of  six  ships  of  the  line  and  four  of  fifty  guns, 

VOL.  III«  3  R 
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CHAP.  IX.  with  a  number  of  frigates  and  smaller  vessels. 
1778.  Though  their  original  crews  were  insufficient^ 
yet  from  the  uncommon  spirit  which  pervaded 
the  whole  body  of  seamen  at  the  place,  they 
were  soon  well  manned,  as  well  as  ably  offi- 
cered. A  degree  of  indignant  resentment  at 
the  interference  of  France  in  what  was  termed 
a  domestic  quarrel,  seemed  to  call  forth  a  much 
^eater  display  of  courage,  and  of  zeal^  than 
would  probably  have  been  exhibited  on  an  or- 
dinary occasion.  The  ardour  which  prevailed 
through  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  transport 
service,  extended  itself  to  all  ranks  of  people, 
who  offered  themselves  as  volunteers,  and  the 
masters  and  mates  of  the  merchantmen  at  New 
York,  took  dieir  stations  at  the  guns  with  the 
common  sailors.  This  spirit  was  guided  by 
an  officer  of  distinguished  talents,  who,  having 
received  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet 
en  the  coast  some  days  before  its  appearance  off 
the  hook,  had  commenced  the  best  dispositions 
for  its  reception,  which  were  completed  while 
it  lay  at  anchor  in  their  view.  With  these 
advantages,  the  success  of  an  attempt  to  force 
a  passage  into  the  harbour  might  well  have 
been  questioned."^ 

When  D'Estaing  weighed  anchor,  and  his 
fleet  was  put  in  motion,  the  wind  and  tide  were 
peculiarly  favourable  to  the  passage  of  the  bar, 

^  AtmutA  RegiMter. 
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which  it  was  supposed  he  intended  to  attempt,  chap.ix. 
It  was  to  the  British  admiral  and  general  a  1778. 
moment  of  awful  expectation.  The  attempt ^ 
if  successful^  inust  have  been  attended  with 
the  loss  of  both  their  fleet  and  army ;  if  unfor- 
tunate,  a  brilliant  victory,  and  the  destruction 
of  the  assailants,  might  be  contemplated  as  its 
almost  certain  conisequences.  Their  suspense 
however  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  fleet 
got  under  sail,  and,  steering  towards  the  south, 
was  soon  out  of  sight."" 

An  expedition  against  Rhode  Island  having  saos  out  to 
now  been  decided  on,  the  count,  after  standing  ana  arrives 

^  off  Newport^ 

southwardly  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, changed  his  course;  and,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  the  whole  fleet  appeared  off"  Newport, 
and  cast  anchor  about  five  miles  from  that  place, 
just  without  Brenton's  ledge. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  soon  after  his  arrival  at 
New  York,  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  the 
troops  at  Newport,  had  made  considerable 
detachments  from  his  army  to  re-enforce  major 
general  Pigot,  who  commanded  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  the  garrison  now  amounted  to  about  six 
thousand  efiectives.  The  main  body  lay  in 
Newport,  a  town  situated  on  the  west  of  the 
isthmus  which  connects  the  southern  with  the 
northern,  and  principal  part  of  the  island,  and 
which  was  defended  by  a  chain  of  redoubts 

*  Ramsay* 
3r2 
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CHAP,  IX,  Stretching  almost  across  the  island  from  east  to 
1778.  west,  on  some  high  grounds  north  of  the  town, 
and  by  batteries  facing  the  water.  Some  other 
works  occupied  by  small  detachments  had  been 
thrown  up  at  the  north  end  of  the  island,  to 
prevent  a  descent  from  the  adjacent  continent; 
and  three  regiments  were  posted  on  Connanicut 
island,  which  lies  to  the  west  of  Newport/ 

The  American  army  under  general  Sullivan 
lay  on  the  main,  about  the  town  of  Providence. 

There  are  three  entrances  to  Rhode  Island. 
One  to  the  east  called  Seaconnet,  or  the  eastern 
passage ;  another  on  the  west  of  the  island, 
between  it  and  Connanicut,  called  the  main 
channel ;  and  a  third  on  the  west  of  Connani- 
cut called  the  West  or  Naraganset  passage;  this 
unites  with  the  main  channel  at  the  north  end 
of  Connanicut  island.  Each  of  these  passages 
was  guarded  by  several  small  frigates,  and  gal- 
lies,  which  were  immediately  destroyed  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French, 
who  stationed  some  ships  of  war  both  in  the 
Seaconnet  and  Naraganset  passages,  while  lihey 
effectually  blocked  up  the  main  channel  by 
anchoring  at  its  mouth.^  General  Sullivan 
went  on  board  the  admiral  soon  after  his  arrival^ 
and  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  allied  forces 
was  concerted. 

It  was  proposed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
seize  Connanicut  island,    but  this  place  was 


^jhmual  RcgUter*  « Ilnd. 
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immediately  evacuated  by  general  Pigot,  who  ciiAy,ix. 
very  judiciously  concentred  his  whole  force  iTTS. 
about  Newport.  It  was  then  determined  that 
the  allied  arms  should  be  directed,  as  soon  as 
possible,  against  that  town.  According  to 
the  plan  of  attack  which  had  been  concerted, 
the  fleet  was  to  enter  the  harbour,  and  land 
the  troops  of  his  christian  majesty  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island,  a  little  to  the  north 
of  Dyer's  island.  The  Americans  were  to 
land  at  the  same  time  on  the  opposite  coast, 
under  cover  of  the  guns  of  a  frigate.  Thus 
they  would  be  within  the  works  which  had 
been  erected  on  the  north  end  of  the  island 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  descent  from 
the  continent.  With  those  works  it  was  not 
designed  to  intermeddle,  because  the  troops 
stationed  in  them  would  fall  of  course,  if  the 
main  body  should  be  subdued. 

To  be  in  readiness  for  the  execution  of  this ' 
plan,  general  Greene  marched  a  detachment  of 
Continental  and  state  troops  with  some  militia 
to  Tiverton,  which  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the 
East  channel. 

Although  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet 
had  animated  the  whole  country,  and  inspired 
very  generally  the  hope  of  speedily  terminating 
the  arduous  and  distressing  conflict,  by  the 
total  destruction  of  the  British  forces  in  Ame- 
rica;  although  even  before  the  receipt  of  the 
letters  from  general  Washington  directing  im- 
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cHAP.a^  mediate  preparations  for  the  expedition  against 
177B.  Rhode  Island,  M^hich  might  eventually  take 
place,  general  Sullivan  had,  on  the  arrival  of 
re-enforcements  firom  New  York,  called  on  the 
states  for  aids  of  militia ;  yet  the  delays  inse- 
parable from  measures  to  bring  husbandmen 
into  the  field  as  soldiers,  and  the  difficulties  of 
drawing  them  from  their  farms,  were  such, 
that  operations  of  the  last  importance,  exposed 
inevitably  to  great  hazards  by  delay,  were 
necessarily  suspended.  To  avoid  this  was  the 
more  to  be  desired,  because  the  success  of  the 
enterprise  essentially  depended  on  maintaining 
the  superiority  at  sea,  which  there  was  much 
reason  to  apprehend  would  be  wrested  from 
them,  since  intelligence  had  been  received  that 
considerable  re-enforcements  to  the  British 
fleet  might  be  expected.  An  additional  motive 
for  lU'ging  the  utmost  dispatch  was  that  every 
day  the  works  of  the  enemy  were  strengthened, 
and  additional  impediments  were  sunk  in  such 
places  as  might  obstruct  the  approaches  by 
water  to  their  most  important  batteries.* 

As  the  militia  of  Massachussetts  and  New 
Hampshire,  who  were  principally  volunteers, 

*  The  spirit  of  the  nation  was  at  this  time  so  high,  that 
a  great  body  of  volunteers  offered  themselves  for  the  sei^ 
▼ice,  and  thus  there  was  less  delay  on  this  occasion,  and 
less  interruption  given  to  the  labour  of  the  country  than 
in  almost  any  other,  where  a  large  body  of  militia  is  to 
be  called  out* 
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approached,    general  Sullivan  joined  general  chap.ix. 
Greene  at  Tiverton,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the    irrs.  | 

fleet  should  enter  the  main  channel  immediately,  AngMtt.  j. 

and  that  the  descent  should  be  made  the  sue-  I 

ceeding  day. 

In  execution  of  this  plan,  the  ships  of  war  ' 

entered  the  channel,  and  passed  the  British 
batteries  into  the  harbour,  without  receiving,  j 

or  doing  any  considerable  damage.  j 

The  militia  not  arriving  precisely  at  the  time  j 

they  were  expected,   general   Sullivan  could  j 

not  hazard  the  attack,  and  stated  to  liie  count,  | 

the  necessity  of  postponing  it  yet  another  day.  { 

Meanwhile,  the  preparations  for  the  descent  j 

being  perceived  by  the  enemy,  the  troops  were    .  ! 

recalled  in  the  night  froni  the  north  end  of  the 
island  into  the  lines  at  Newport.     This  was  j 

not  perceived  by  general  SulUvan  until  the 
next  morning.  On  discovering  it,  he  at  once 
determined  to  avail  himself  of  that  circum- 
stance., and  take  immediate  possession  of  the 
works  which  had  been  abandoned.  He  was 
induced  to  do  this  from  an  apprehension  that 
the  British  might  possibly  return  to  them. 

The  whole  army,  in  conformity  with  this 

resolution  crossed  the  east  passage, 'and  landed  ^^^ 
on  the  north  end  of  Rhode  Island.  Information 
of  this  movement  was  immediately  given  to  the 
admiral,  who  highly  resented  the  indelicacy 
supposed  to  have  been  committed  by  Sullivan 
in  landing  before  the  French,  and  without 
consulting  him« 
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CHAP.  IK.  Unfortunately,  some  previous  diftculties  on 
iTTBp  subjects  of  mere  punctilio  had  been  created. 
The  count  D'Estaing  was  a  land,  as  well  as  sea 
officer^  and  held  the  high  rank  of  lieutenant 
general  in  the  service  of  France.  Sullivan 
being  only  a  major  general,  it  had  been  appre- 
hended that  the  service  might  sustain  some 
injury  in  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding 
on  this  delicate  point,  and  general  Washington 
bad  suggested  to  him  the  necessity  of  taking 
every  precaution  to  avoid  it.  This,  it  was 
supposed,  had  been  effected  in  their  first  con- 
ference, at  which  time  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Americans  should  land  first,  after  which,  the 
French  should  land,  to  be  commanded  by  the 
count  D'Estaing  in  person.  The  motives  for 
this  arrangement  are  not  stated,  but,  most  |^o- 
bably,  it  was  made  in  consequence  of  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  Americans,  or  on 
some  other  account,  solely  with  a  view  to  the 
promotion  of  the  object  at  that  time  contem- 
plated. Either  his  own  after  reflections^  or 
the  suggestions  of  others,  dissatisfied  the  count 
with  it,  and  he  insisted  that  the  descent  should 
be  made  on  both  sides  of  the  island  precisely 
at  the  same  instant,  and  that  one  wing  of  the 
American  army  should  be  attached  to  the 
French,  and  land  with  them.  He  also  declined 
commanding  in  person,  and  wished  the  marquis 
de  La  Fayette  to  tako  charge  of  the  French 
troops,  as  w^U  as  of  the  Americans  attached  to 
them. 
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This  alteratiM  of  thte  plati,  it  m^B  feaitd,  chap.ec 
would  endanger  both  p^s,  and,  thoii^h  not  1778. 
without  difficulty,  D'Estaing  was  prevailed  od 
to  consent  that  his  demaild  should  be  ttduced 
from  one  wing  of  the  American  artny  to  one 
thousand  militia.  When  aftfel-wards,  gfetiferal 
Sullivan  crossed  over  Itito  thfe  island  befol-fe  the 
tinle  to  which  he  had  himself  postpdried  the 
descent,  and  without  giving  pt^evious  notice  to 
the  count  of  this  movement,  some  suspicioiis 
seem  to  have  been  excited,  that  the  nleasurb 
was  taken  with  othei*  views  than  those  which 
were  assigned;  and  tio  inconsiderable  degree 
of  ill  humour  was  manifested  on  the  occasion. 
He  Infused  to  answer  Sullivan's  letter,  and 
charged  lieutenant  colonel  Fleuty  who  dtlu 
vcred  it,  with  being  more  of  an  American  than 
a  Frenchmta,  and  with  prefering  the  interests 
and  honodf  of  the  former  to  those  of  the  latter. 

At  this  time,  a  British  fleet  appeared,  which, 
after  sailing  close  into  the  land,  and  commuYii- 
eating  with  genefall  Pigot,  withdrew  some  dis- 
tance, and  canne  to  anchor  off  point  Judith 
just  Without  the  ti2ttow  inlet  leading  into  the 
harbout. 

After  it  had  been  ascertafihed  that  the  desti- 
nation of  the  couftt  D'Estaihg  was  Americji, 
he  was  followed  by  sL  squadron  Of  twelve  ships 
of  the  line  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Byron,  who  was  designed  to  relieve  lord  Howe, 
that  nobleman  having  sdicked  his  recall.  The 
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CHAP.  IX.  vessels  composing  this  squadron,  meeting  with 
.1778,  weather  unusually  bad  for  the  season,  and  being 
separated  in  different  storms,  arrived,  after 
lingering  through  a  tedious  passage,  scattered, 
broken,  sickly,  dismasted,  or  otherwise  da- 
maged,  in  various  degrees  of  distress,  on  dif- 
ferent and  remote  parts  of  the  coast  of  America. 
Between  the  departure  of  D'Estaing  from  the 
hook  on  the  22d  of  July,  and  the  30th  of  that 
month,  the  Renown  of  fifty  guns  from  the 
West  Indies,  the  Raisonable,  and  Centurion  of 
sixty-four,  and  fifty,  from  Hallifax,  and  the 
Cornwall  (belonging  to  Byron's  squadron)  all 
arrived  at  Sandy  hook.*" 

This  addition  to  the  British  fleet,  though  it 
left  lord  Howe   considerably  inferior  to  the 
count  D'Estaing  in  point  of  force,  was  suffi- 
cient  to  determine  him  to  attempt  the  relief  of 
Newport.    After  being  detained  some  time  by 
contrary  winds,  .he  sailed  from  New  York  on 
the  sixth,  and  on  the  ninth  appeared  in  sight 
of  the  French  fleet,  before  the  intelligence  of 
his  departure,  which,  so  soon  as  it  could  be 
obtained  was  transmitted  by  general  Washing- 
ton, had  been  received  by  the  Admiral. 
Jj^j^^       The  wind  at  the  time  of  his  arrival   set 
^^^  directly  into  the  harbour,  so  that  it  was  impos- 
^''^  sible  to  get  out  of  it;  but  the  next  morning, 
^"8^*^<>-  it  shifted  suddenly  to  the  northeast,  and  the 
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count  determined  to  stand  out  to  sea,  and  give  chap.ix. 
the  enemy  battle.     Previous  to  his  leaving     irrs. 
port,  he  informed  general  Sullivan  that,  on  his 
return,  he  would  land  his  men  as  that  officer 
should  advise. 

The  French  fleet' sailing  out  of  port  with  a 
wind  which  blew  directly  on  the  British,  had 
of  course  the  weather  gage;  which  being 
deemed  by  lord  Howe  too  great  an  advantage 
to  be  added  to  their  superior  weight  of  metal, 
was  an  object  for  which  he  determined  to  con- 
tend with  all  the  skill  and  judgment  he  pos- 
sessed. He  therefore  weighed  anchor,  and  stood 
out  to  sea.  He  was  followed  by  D'Estaing, 
and  both  fleets  were  soon  out  of  sight. 

The  militia  had  now  arrived,  and  Sullivan's 
army  amounted  to  about  ten  thousand  men. 
Some  objections  were  made  by  La  Fayette  to 
his  commencing  operations  before  the  return 
of  D'Estaing.  That  officer  apprehended  that 
the  French  admiral  would  once  more  feel  him- 
self  wounded  by  the  circumstance,  that  measures 
were  taken  against  the  enemy  without  his 
co-operation;  and  therefore  advised  that  the 
army  should  be  advanced  to  a  position  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newport,  but  should  not 
break  ground  until  the  count  should  be  in  rea- 
diness to  act  in  concert  with  them.  It  was 
extremely  desirable  to  avoid  whatever  might 
give  offence  to  the  great  ally  on  whose  assis- 
tance so  much  depended;  but  time  was  deemed 
3s2 
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^w^'^  of  %p  muck  mpcy^twce  <o  w  anay  wIih^cw^ 
Yw^."  i^Qt  l«»g  \)^  k^pt  i;<p^bef ,  thajt  this  adviee  wm 
oYer-1^^4  4nd  it  ws^  d^e^miniecl  %o  open  the 
^eacbe;,  ^n^d  comm^oce  thi^  siegse  ioimediately . 
u.  Before  thb  determination  couldi  be  put  in 
f  xecutippy  a  Air^ua  storm  of  ^ind  s^d  rain 
f9ff^e  \ip  fiTpm  the  northeast,  whi^ch  ^ew  dgwn, 
awl  ^iW^^  irrep9Jrably  ^uioed,  all  the  tent$^ 
renjder^4  ^^^  anas  ui^^  fpr  inunedigte  use»  BpA 
danu^d  the  ^mmuoition,  of  which  fifty  roui^da 
per  mail  h^  j,ust  bi&en  deliveredi»  The  soldiers 
ha.vi^g  no  s];ii|elter,  suffered  extreip^ly ,  and  se ve- 
ifl)i  perished  in  the  storm,  whjich  conjlimued  for 
th]:e^  day^. 

On  the  retorn  of  fair  weather,  as  spon  aa  th^ 
^rsas,  coultd  b^  qleaped.  and  ip:esh  anwnyu^ition 
giyeQ  out,  this  army  moved  towards  th^  lines, 
and  encamped  between  tw;o  and  three  n^i)iea. 


m^oA   GcQTjfi  the  V)wn  o^  Newport.    Xhe  aw^geeding: 
Goenisuiii.  Qioi?iing,  t^^  sicgc  M^^.  commcnced^  and  con* 
toNei?!^ timiqd  wMhoujI;  a^y.  q&^teiial  Qircwn3taw:e  for 
i^vecal  days^ 

The^  siltua^iofv  of  the  American  armj^^  which, 
had  aa  yet  rqceivod  no.  inteUigpenqe  frqm.  the 
admiral,  and  was.  entirely  uncertain  of.  has  fiite, 
li9d  become  extremely  critical.  R^rc^foijc^- 
ments.  mgh%  now  withput*  int€;rr»pi;^n.  be 
throAvn  into. Newport,  sp  asc  to  give  the.enem|( 
the  superiority  in  point  of  strength,  and  not 
only  defeat  the  enterprise,  but  render  their  re^ 
treat  from,  the  island  entirdy  insecure.    On. 
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^  ey^niag  of  the  IMb  thetr  ansidtks  wa  this  oup.nu 
subject  were  relieYed  for  a  nuwent,  by  tbe    ma. 
.    re-appearaace  of  the  fleetr 

The  twoiadmirais,  desirous  the  bae  of  gaining, 
and  the  other  of  retatniBg  the  advantage  of  the 
wind;  had  employed  two  days  in  manq&uvriB^v 
wUfaout  coming  to  action*  Towards  the  okwe 
of  the  second,  they  weve  on^  the  poizKli  of  en^ 
gaging,  when  they  were  separated  by  the  violeai  Both  teti 
storm  which  had  been  felt  so  severely  on.slKwe*"*"™- 
and  which  dispersed  and  did  great  damage  to 
both  fleets.  Some  single  vessels  aftenwards 
fell  in  with  each  other,  but  no.  important  cap>.. 
ture  was  made,  and  both  fleets  retired  in  a  very 
shattered  condition,  the  one  to  the  harbour  o£ 
New  York,  and  the  other  to  that  o£  NewpcHl. 

A  letter  was  immediately  dispatched  ttomiytMasa^ 
D'Estaing  to  Sullivan  informing  him  that,  in2S'2555^ 
'  pucsdance  ofi  orders  i^xmi  the  king,  and)  of  the^,;';^ 
advice  of  all  his  officers,  be  had  taken  the  seso*  ^  to'Boi. 
Itttion  to  cany  the  fleet  to  Boston* 

His  instructions  were  to  sail  for  Bostoaif  the 
fleet  should  meet  with  any  disaster,  op  if  a 
superior  British  fleet  should  appear  on  tke> 
coast. 

Hhe  injuries  sustained  from  the  storm,  and: 
the  information  which  had  been  received  that 
ByroD  bad.  arrived,  were  considered  asi  pro^ 
dttcing  the  very  state  of  things  cont£mplated:t:^« 
his  instcuctioois,  and  it  had  been  determined  to> 
c^y  them. 
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ciup.ix.  t'  This  communication  threw  Sullivan  and  his 
177«.  army  into  despair. .  Success,  without  the  aid  <tf 
the  fleet,  could  not  be  hoped  fw;  and  they  had 
counted  .with  almost  absolute  certainty  on  a 
brilliant  termination  of  the  enterprise.  General 
Greene,,  and  the.  marquis  de  La  Fayette  .were 
directed  to  wait  on  the.  admiral  with  a.  letter 
from  Sullivan,  remonstrating  against  this  reso- 
lution, and  to  use  tlieir  utmost  endeavours  to 
induce  him  to  change  it. 

They  represented  to  him  the .  certainty  of 
carrying  the  garrison,  if  he  would  only  co-ope- 
rate .with  them  for  two  days.  The  plan  they, 
proposed  was  to  land  on  the  southern  part  of 
the: island,  within  all  the  works  erected  for 
defence,  against  .which  their  present  operations 
were  directed,  a  measure  which  would  very 
muqh  abridge  the. duration  of  the  siege,  but 
which  could. not  be  attempted  without  the  aid 
of  the  fleet.  They  pressed  very  strongly  on 
him  the  importance  of  this  event  to  France,  as 
well  as  to  America. 

They  also  urged  the  danger  of  carrying  the 
fleet  in  its  present  shattered  state,  through 
such  a  difficult  navigation  as  that  over  the 
shoals  of  Nantucket;  the  facility  with  which  it 
might  be  repaired  at  Newport;  the  superiority 
of  its  present  station  over  the  harbour  of 
Boston  for  distressing  the  enemy;  and  that,  in 
the  event  of  the  arrival. of  a  superior  fleet, 
Boston  oficred  no  advantages  over  Newport. 
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it  might  with  equal  ease  be  blocked  up,  and  chaf.ix. 
could  not  be  so  readily  defended.  To  these  ma. 
observations  they  added,  that  the  expedition 
had  been  undertaken  on  condition  that  the 
French  fleet  and  army  should  co-operate  with 
them;  that  in  confidence  of  this  co-operation; 
stores  to  a  very  great  amount  had  been  brought 
on  the  island,'  and  that  to  abandon  it  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  would  be  a  reproach 
and  disgrace  to  their  arms.  To  be  deserted  at 
such  a  critical  moment  would  have  a  very  per- 
nicious influence  on  the.  minds,  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  would. furnish  their  internal  . 
foes,:  as  well  as  the  common  enemy,  with  the 
means  of  animadverting  very  severely,  on  their 
prospects,  from  an  alliance  with  those,  who 
could  desert  them  under  circumstances  such  as 
the  present.  They  concluded  with  wishing 
that  the  utmost  harmony  and  confidence  might 
subsist  between  the  two  nations,  and  especially 
between  their  officers;  and  entreated  the  admi- 
ral, if  any  personal  indiscretions  had  appeared 
in  conducting  the  expedition,  not  to  permit 
them  to  operate  a  prejudice  to  the  common 
cause. 

Whatever  weight  these  observations  might 
be  entitled  to,  and  whatever  impression  they 
might  have  made  on  the  count,  he  continued  im- 
movable in  the  determination  he  had  formed. 

In  making  a  representation  of  this  conver- 
sation,   general  Greene  stated    the   principal 
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owAP.HL  officers  on  board  the  fleet  to  have  bttn  tbe 
ifTB.  enemies  of  D^Estaipg.  He  was  properly  a 
land  officer,  and  they  were  dissatisfied  with  his 
appointment  to  command  them  in  the  navy. 
They  were,  therefore,  determined,  as  much  as 
possible  to  thwart  his  measures  (  and  to  pre* 
vent,  wherever  it  could  be  justified,  his  acluev* 
ing  any  brilliant  explmt  which  might  reckiund 
to  his  reputation.  In  this  temper,  they  avukd 
themselves  of  the  letter  of  his  instructions,  and 
unaniniously  persevered  in  advising  him  to 
idinquish  the  enterprise,  and  sail  iar  Bostohi 
He  could  not  venture,  with  such  instructions^ 
to  act  against  their  unanimous  opinion;  and 
although  he  seemed  himself  disposed  to  re-enter 
the  harbour,  yet,  under  their  influence,  he 
declined  doing  so,  and  sailed  from  the  island. 
On  the  return  of  Greene  and  La  Fayette^  SuU 
livan,  who  was  chagrined  beyond  measure  at 
the  prospect  of  losing  so  fair  an  occasion  to 
distinguish  himself,  and  render  service  to  his 
country,  made  yet  another  effort  to  retain  the 
fleet.  He  addressed  a  sectmd  letter  to  the 
admiral,  remonstrating  against  his  withdrawing 
from  the  enterprise,  and  pressing  him,  in  any 
event)  to  leave  his  land  fortes.  Lieutenant 
colonel  Laurens,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  was 
also  charged  with  a  protest  signed  by  all  the 
general  officers  of  the  American  army  in  Rhode 
Island,  except  Fayette,  remonstrating  against 
the  measure  in  terms  of  great  earnestness,  and 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


reiterating,  with  some  additions,  die  argtiments  oup.ix. 
which  had  akeady  been  urged  by  general  irra. 
Greene  without  effect.  The  fleet  having  sailed, 
a  swift  privateer  was  engaged  to  take  colonel 
Laurens  on  board,  and  pursue  it.  He  soon 
overtook  the  count,  and  delivered  the  dis* 
patches.  That  officer  was  much  diqileased 
with  the  protest,  and  continued  his  voyage  to 
Boston. 

Thus  abandoned  by  the  fleet,  Sullivan  cdled 
the.  general  oflk^ers  of  his  army  to  consult  them 
on  the  propriety  of  continmng  the  siege,  of 
attempting  the  place  by  storm,  or  of  retreating 
with  the  stores  from  the  idand. 
.  He  stated  his  actual  foree  to  ccmsist  of  about 
mne  thousand  rank  and. file,  including  artille- 
rists; and  that  a  re-enforcement  of  about  three 
thousand  militia  might  be  expected  in  a  few 
days*  The  force  of  the  enemy  was  estimated^ 
i^[:oordiAg  to  the  best  computatioii  he  could 
make,  at  six  diousand. 

A   disposition  was.  at  first  manifested  to 
attempt  an  assault,  if  five  thousand  volunteers 
who  had  iseen  nine  months  service,  could  be 
obtained  for  the  enterprise;  but  the  departure mcooa^^ 
of  the  fleet  had  so  discouraged  the  militia,  that  ^^j;^^"^ 
the  re<)uisite  number  could  not  be  had;  and,  ^'r^' 
in  a  few  days,  the  army  was  reduced  by  deser*  ulif^ 

tion  to  little  more  than  five  thousand  men* 

This  prbduced  a  detennination  to  raise  the  ^"p^**- 
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cnAP>ix.  sitgt^  and  retiFe  to  the  north  end  of  the  iflandf 
177««    there  to  fortify  and  wait  for  events. 

They  were  thus  tenacious  of  the  ground  tliey 
had  gained,  in  the  hope  that  D'Estaing  mi^t 
yet  return  in  time  to  accomplish  the  object  for 
which  the  expedition  had  been  undertaken. 
To  prevail  on  him  to  do  so,  general  llancook 
and  the  marquis  de  La  Fayetle  set  out  for 
JSoston ;  the  former  to  expedite  the  repsMPS  of 
the  vessels,  and  the  latter  to  use  the  influence 
which  his  high  rank  and  charactv  gave  hka 
with  the  admiral. 

Aogurt28.  In  the  night,  tl^  camp,  before  Newport  was 
broken  up  in  great  silence,  suid  the  army 
retired  unobserved  towarda  the  works  o,n  the 
north  end  of  the  island.  The  rear  was  covered 
by  colonels  Livingston  and  Laurens,  who  com- 
manded light  parties  on  both  the  east  and  west 
road. 

ABgitttso.  Very  early  in  the  morning,  the  retreat  was 
discovered  by  the  enemy,  who  immediately 
followed  in  two  columns,  and  were  engaged  on 
each  road,  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  m<«ung; 
by  Livingston,  and  Laurens,  who  were  occa- 
sicmaUy  re-enforced,  but  were  directed  to  retieat 
slowly,  and  in  order,  to  the  fortified  camp  now 
occupied  by  the  army.  These  orders  weve 
executed  with  great  judgment,  and  the  actioa 
was  kept  up  with  skill  and  spirit  until  the  eoeflay 
were  brought  into  the  neighbourhood,  of  tiie 
main  body  of  the  Americans,  who  weoe  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  on  the  ground  of  their 
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motiiil{]tRicnt«     The  li^t  troops   were  &en  chap.ix. 
directed  to  iall  back.      The  Brifbh  fonned    1778. 
on  Quaker  hill,  a  very  strong  piece  of  ground, 
something  more  dian  a  mile  in  front  of  the 
American  line* 

SulKvan's  rear  was  covered  by  strong  works, 
mid  in  his  front  somewhat  to  the  right,  was  a 
redoubt.  In  this  position  die  two  armies  can- 
nonaded each  other  ibr  some  time,  and  several 
skirmishes  continued  to  take  place  in  front  of 
both  lines,  until  about  two  o'clock,  when  the 
cnemj  advanced  in  force,  attempted  to  turn  the 
right  flank,  and  made  demonstrations  of  an 
intention  to  dislodge  goieral  Greene,  who  com- 
manded themght  wing,  from  the  redoubt  in  its 
front. 

Four  regular  regiments  were  moved  forward  ^^ 
to  meet  them,  but  these  not  being  strong  ^^;^ 
enough  to  check  them,  general  Greene  advanced ' 
with  two  other  regiments  of  Continental  troops, 
and  Lovell's  brigade  of  militia,  and. the  action 
for  a  short  time  was  very  warm.     Colonel 
Livingston's  regiment  was  ordered  by  Sullivan 
to    re*enforce   the   rights    and   after   a   very 
sharp  engagement  for  about  half  an  hour,   the 
enemy  gave  way,  and  retreated  to  Quaker  hill 
where  they  had  first  formed.     The  cannonade 
was  renewed,  and  kept  up  with  some  slight 
skirmishes  of  small  parties  until  night. 

In  the  accounts  given  of  this  action  both  by 
Sullivan  and  Greme,  the  American  troops  sre 
At2 
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CHAP.  IX,  said  to  have  shown  great  firmness,  and  to  have 
1778.  moved  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  with  the  cool- 
ness and  regularity  of  veterans.  Very  parti- 
cular praise  was  bestowed  oncolonelLivingstoii^ 
and  lieutenant  colonel  Laurens,  especially  on 
the  latter.  He  was  declared  by  Greene  to  have 
displayed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  talents  of 
a  partisan,  and  of  a  general.  Colonel  Jackson, 
lieutenantcolonelLivingston,  lieutenantcolonei 
Fleury,  and  major  Talbot,  were  also  particu^ 
larly  mentioned. 

According- to  the  return  made  by  general 
Sullivan,  his  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing, was  two  hundred  and  eleven.  Among 
the  slain,  were  four  subaltern  officers,  and 
among  the  wounded,  one  captain,  and  ei^t 
subalterns.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  sup" 
posed  to  -be  more  considerable.  The  return  of 
general  Pigot,  who,  as  usual  in  such  eases^ 
claimed  the  advantage,  states  it  at  two  hundred 
and  sixty. 

ABgotao.  The  next  day,  a  cannonade  was  kept  up  by 
both  armies,  but  neither  thought  proper  to 
attack  the  other.  The  British  were  waiting 
for  a  strong  re-enforcement  which  they  expected, 
and  Sullivan  had  at  length  determined  to  with* 
draw  his  troops  from  the  island. 

Intelligence  had  been  given  some  few  days 
before  by  the  commander  in  chief,  of  several 
transports  being  in  the  Sound,  and  of  a  body 
of  the  enemy  having  passed  over  to  Long  Islands 
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He  had  at  the  same  time  suggested  to  Sullivan,  cauip.ix. 
the  necessity  of  securing  his  retreat  from  Rhode  irrs. 
Island,  should  such  a  measure  become  *neces- 
saiy.  A  letter  was  now  received,  giving  him 
certain  information  that  a  large  body  of  troops 
had  sailed,  most  probably,  for  the  relief  of 
Newport;  and,  without  ordering  him  to  retreat 
to  the  continent,  a  very  decided  opinion  was 
manifested  that  such  a  movement  had  become 
proper. 

Very  fortunately,  the  re-enforcement,  which 
consisted  of  four  thousand  men  commanded  by 
sir  Henry  Clinton  in  person,  was  delayed  by 
adverse  winds,  until  the  letter  from  general 
Washington  giving  notice  of  its  having  sailed, 
was  received.  The  resolution  to  evacuate  the 
bland  was  immediately  formed. 

Throughout  the  day,  Sullivan,  with  consi* 
derable  address,  continued  to  take  those  mea- 
sures, by  stren^hening  his  works,  and  posting 
his  troops,  which  were  calculated  to  produce 
an  impression  of  his  being  determined  to  main- 
tain his  ground.  About  six  in  the  afternoon,  soiuvann. 
his-  orders  to  prepare  for  a  retreat  were  given,  "■"j^^LSt 
and  his  measures  were  so  judiciously  taken, 
that  his  whole  army  crossed  over,  and  had  dis- 
embarked  on  the  continent,  about  Tivertoui 
by  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  having 
created  in  the  enemy  the  slightest  suspicion 
that  he  had  contemplated  the  movement  which 
was  now  completed.  The  troops  were  stationed 
along  the  coast  from  Tiverton  to  Providence. 
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CHAP.OL  Never  was  retreat  more  fortunate.  The 
irra.  delay  of  one  day  must  have  ruined  him.  Tht 
next  day 9  sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  with  hit 
reenforcement,  and  with  ships  of  war  whicli 
would  probably  have  entirely  cut  off  the  retreat 
to  the  continent. 
Sept.  9.  The  conduct  of  Sullivan  was  highly  approved 
by  the  commander  in  chiefs  and  by  congress. 
A  resolution  passed  in  that  body,  declaring  lys 
retreat  to  have  been  "prudent,  timely,  and 
well  ccMiducted. ''  They  also  voted  Aeir  thanks 
to  the  general  and  the  army  under  his  commend^ 
for  their  fortitude,  and  bravery,  in  the  action 
of  the  29th  of  August.  On  major  Morris,  the 
aid-du-camp  of  Sullivan,  who  brought  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  battle,  and  retreat,  they  conferred 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  by  brevet. 

The  marquis  de  La  Fayette  having  repaired 
to  Boston,  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation  with 
the  French  admiral,  and  of  endeavouring  to 
secure  his  return  as  soon  as  his  fleet  should  be 
repaired,  -was  absent  during  the  engagement, 
but  by  great  personal  exertions,  he  rejoined  the 
army  just  in  time  to  have  the  charge  of  the  rear 
guard  on  the  retreat.  This  young  nobleman 
also  was  named  with  approbation^  "  as  welt  for 
his  great  sacrifices  of  personal  feeling  to  the 
public  good,  in  consenting,  for  the  interests  \af 
the  United  States,  to  leave  the  army  when  \a 
battle  was  to  be  expected,  as  for  the  good  coi 
duct  with  which  he  brought  off  die  pickets 
out  sentries/' 
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The  complete  success  of  the  expedition  chap,  ml. 
against  Rhode  island,  had  been  anticipated  i778. 
tluroughout  America  as  certain.  The  capture 
of  that  important  ^rrison  was  believed  to  be 
inevitable*  The  loss  of  so  essential  a  part  of 
the  army  would  lei^d, .  it  was  supposed,  to  fur- 
ther and  still  more  valuable  results. 

In  his  public  letters,  general  Sullivan  had 
spoken  with  great  confidence  of  effecting,  in  a 
few  days,  the  object  of  the  enterprise;  arid  con* 
greas,  the  army,  and  the  people,  were  equally 
aaniguine. 

Proportioned  to  the  exaltation  of  their  hopes, 
was  the  chagrin  produced  by  their  disappoint* 
ment.     In  general  orders  issued  by  Sullivan  sumvaiu  ih 
sosm  after  the  departure  of  D'Estaing,  for  the«^^ 
purpose  of  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  his  ^^^^^ 
army,  and  impressing  them  with  a  confidence  SS^''^^ 
in  the  safety  of  their  situation,  under  the  mea- 
sures he  had  taken  to  secure  a  retreat,  should 
the  enemy  be  re^enforced,  he  permitted  some 
expressions  to  escape  him,    which  manifests 
the  irritation  of  his  feelings.     "  While,"  con- 
tinue the  orders,  ^^  the  general  wishes  them" 
(the  army)   ^^to  place  a  proper  confidence  in 
htm  as  their  commander  in  chief,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  attend  to  their  safety,  he  yet  hopes 
die  event  will  prove  America  able  to  procure 
that  by  her  own  arms,  which  her  allies  refuse 
to  assist  in  obtaining."      These  expressions 
t^ing  imderstood  to  impute  to  the  count  D'Es-* 
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QJAP^'  taiag,  and  to  the  French  nation,  an  indii^KM- 
1778.  tion  tp  promote  the  intereats  of  the  United 
States,  wounded  the  feelings  of  the  French 
officers,  and  added  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
resentments  of  the  moment.  In  subeequeiit 
orders,  the  general  stated  himself  to  have  been 
misunderstood  by  those  who  supposed  him  to 
blame  the  French  admiral,  with  whose  orders 
he  was  unacquainted,  and  of  whose  conduct  he 
consequently  was  unable  to  judge.  He  at  the 
same  time  stated  explicitly  the  great  aids  Ame* 
rica  had  received  from  France,  aids  of  which 
he  ought  not  to  be  unmindful,  under  any  dis*^ 
appointment;  and  which  should  prevent  a  tarn 
sudden  censure  of  any  movement  whatever. 
coimt  The  count  D'Estaing,  on  his  part,  addressed 

SS^hS  ^^  congress  a  statement  of  all  the  movements 
^^i^  of  the  fleet  since  its  arrival  on  the  coast;  in 
which  his  chagrin,  and  irritation,  were  but  ill 
concealed.  He  complained  much  of  the  disap- 
pointments he  had  experienced  in  not  receiving 
adequate  supplies  of  water  and  provisions ; 
spoke  of  the  delay  produced  by  the  American 
army  not  being  in  a  condition  to  act  against 
the  common  enemy  on  his  first  arrival  before 
Newport,  and  of  its  afterwards  entering  the 
island  precipitately.  He  insisted  that  the  voy« 
age  to  Boston  was  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  fleet,  and  declared  that  he  could 
place  no  dependence  on  the  fallacious  promises 
made  him,  of  water,  of  masts  and  of  defence^ 
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nt  Nevifpoit.  Neither  could  he  rely  on  a  place^  catAP.ix, 
Ugainst  which  batteries  had  played  for  some  irrs. 
considerable  time  without  much  effect^  being 
taken  in  two  days.  He  claimed  much  merit 
for  taking  Rhode  Island  in  his  way  to  Boston, 
and  thereby  giving  general  Sullivan  the  choice 
of  retreating  to  the  continent,  or  of  continuing 
thevsiege. 

*'It  is,"  continues  the  letter,  "  withthe  noble 
confidence  that  I  owe  to  the  allies  of  the  king, 
diat  I  take  pleasure  in  rendering  them  accounts 
which  I  owe  only  to  his  majesty.  But  it  would 
be  wounding  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  if  I  an- 
swered assertions  and  forms  of  which  I  do  not 
complain.  Passion  dictated  them. . . . this  is  per- 
haps a  proof  that  reason  did  not.  We  presume 
that  they  were  inspired  by  the  masters  of  small 
barks,  who,  scarcely  knowing  the  bottom  over 
which  they  sail,  in  order  to  avoid  being  blocked 
up,  prefer  the  njurrow  channels  of  Newport,  to 
the  entrance  of  the  banks  of  Boston;,  and  who 
are  ignorant  of  maritime  positions,  and  what 
determines  the  strength  or  weakness  of  squad- 
rons. Such  men,  blinded  by  local  aiid  personal 
interest,  which  renders  every  thing  excusable  in 
their  eyes,  have  found  means  to  surprise  for  an 
instant,  the  opinion  of  some  general  land  offi- 
cers, whom  we  shall  always  profess  to  esteem, 
although  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  they  have 
neither  the  knowledge,  nor  the  experience, 
necessary  to  decide  despotically  of  the  possibi- 

VOL.   III.  3  u 
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CHAP.  IX.  Uties  of  an  eleme&t  which  is  not  theirs*  We 
I77S.  think  that  they  ivill  one  day  regret  having  ae- 
pused  their  most  faithful  allies^  by  a  kind  of 
joridical  protest,  of  the  unhappy  consequences 
of  a  storm  which  snatched  us  from  the  arms  of 
victory,  and  of  the  efiects  of  two  dismast- 
ments."  In  this  letter,  D'Estaing  declared 
his  willingness  to  lead  his  land  forces  from  Bos* 
ton  to  Rhode  Island,  if  their  services  were 
deemed  necessary. 

In  congress,  an  indiscreet  proposition  was 
made,  after  the  approbation  given  to  the  con* 
duct  of  Sullivan  and  his  army,  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expediticm;  but 
this  was  set  aside  by  the  previous  question* 

In  the  first  moments  of  vexation  and  disap- 
pointment,  general  Sullivan  had  addressed 
some  letters  to  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
complaining  bitterly,  and  in  terms  calculated 
to  increase  the  general  discontent,  of  being 
abandoned  by  the  fleet.  These  dispatches 
were  transmitted  by  the  governor  to  the  speaker 
of  their  assembly,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
being  publicly  submitted  to  the  house,  when 
they  were  fortunately  arrested  by  general 
Greene,  who  had  been  introduced  on  the  floor, 
and  placed  by  the  side  of  the  chair,  and  to 
whom  they  were  shown  by  the  speaker. 

The  discontent  in  New  England  generally, 
and  in  Boston  particularly,  where  the  indepen- 
dent companies  and  militia  returned  in  e^tces- 
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sive  ill  humour^  was  so  great  as  to  inspire  fears  chap.  ix. 
that  even  the  means  of  repairing  the  French  177S. 
ships  would  be  unattainable;  and  it  was  in 
some  degree  to  guard  against  the  mischief  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  prevalence  of  such 
a  temper,  that  general  Hancock  had  repaired 
from  camp  to  Boston,  and  that  La  Fayette  had 
followed  him  on  a  visit  to  D'Estaing* 

In  a  very  short  time,  the  mischief  to  be  ap- 
prehended  from  this  unavailing  manifestation 
of  ill  temper  produced  by  disappointment, 
induced  all  reflecting  men  to  exert  themselves 
to  control  it.  In  the  first  moments  of  its 
operation,  general  Washington  had  foreseen 
the  evils  with  which  it  was  fraught,  and  had 
laboured  to  prevent  them. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  general  Heath  who  cenena 

,  WaBhington 

commanded  at  Boston,  he  expressed  his  appre-  ^^^ 
faensions  of  the  injurious  consequences,  inde-  SXS^SJ 
pendent  of  the  mere  loss  of,  the  advantages  to  •'"''***• 
have  been  derived  from  succeeding  in  the  ex- 
pedition, which  would  result  from  the  unfor^ 
tunate  circumstance  of  the  French  fleet  having 
left  Rhode   Island  at  so  critical  a  moment, 
unless  that  event  should  be  very  prudently 
managed.     He  feared  that  it  might  not  only 
wieaken  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their 
new  allies,   but  produce  such  prejudice  and    • 
resentment  as  might  prevent  their  giving  the 
fleet,  in  its  present  distress,  such  zealous  and 
effectual  assistance,  as  was  demanded  by  the 
3u2 
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cMAP.ix.  exigence  of  affairs,  and  the  true  interests  of 
1778.  America.  **  It  will  certsunly  be  sound  policy,*' 
continues  the  letter,  "  to  combat  these  effects, 
and  whatever  private  opinions  may  be  enter- 
tained, to  give  the  best  construction  of  what  has 
happened  to  the  public;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  exert  ourselves  to  put  the  French  fleet,  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  a  condition  to  defend  itself, 
and  be  useful  to  us.  The  departure  of  the  fleet 
from  Rhode  Island  is  not  yet  publicly  announced 
here;  but  when  it  is,  I  intend  to  ascribe  it  to 
necessity  produced  by  the  damage  received  in 
the  late  storm.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the 
idea  which  ought  to  be  generally  propagated* 
As  I  doubt  not,  the  force  of  these  reasons  will 
strike  you  equally  with  myself,  I  would  recom- 
mend to  you  to  use  your  utmost  influence,  to 
palliate  and  soften  matters,  and  to  induce  those 
whose  business  it  is  'to  provide  succours  of 
every  kind  for  the  fleet,  to  employ  their  utmost 
zeal  and  activity  in  doing  it.  It  is  our  duty  to 
make  the  best  of  our  misfortunes  and  not 
suffer  passion  to  interfere  with  our  interest, 
and  the  public  good." 

To  general  Sullivan,  he  stated  at  the  same 
time,  **  his  apprehension  that,  should  the  ex. 
pedition  fail  in  consequence  of  being  abandoned 
by  the  French  fleet,  loud  complaints  might  be 
made  by  the  officers  employed  on  it.  Pru- 
dence," he  said,  **  dictated  the  propriety  of 
giving  this  affair  the  best  appearance,  and  of 
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attributing  the  withdrawing  the  fleet  from  chap,  ix. 
Rhode  Island,  to  absolute  necessity.  The  irrs. 
reasons,"  he  added  ^^  for  this  line  of  conduct, 
were  too  obvious  to  need  explanation.  That 
of  most  importance  was  that  their  enemies, 
both  external  and  internal,  would  sieze  the 
first  cause  of  disgust  between  the  allies,  and 
endeavour  to  convert  it  into  a  serious  rupture." 
He  soon  afterwards  received  a  resolution  of 
congress  passed  the  28th  of  August,  directing 
him  to  take  every  measure  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent the  publication  of  the  protest  entered  into 
by  the  officers  of  SuUivan^s  army.  In  his  letter 
communicating  this  resolution,  he  said,  ^^  the 
disagreement  between  the  army  under  yoijr 
command  and  the  fleet,  has  given  me  very 
singular  uneasiness.  The  continent  at  large  is 
concerned  in  our' cordiality,  and  it  should  be 
kept  up  by  all  possible  means  consistent  with 
our  honour  and  policy.  First  impressions  you 
know  are  generally  longest  retained,  and  will 
s^rve  to  fix  in  a  great  degree,  our  national 
character  with  the  French.  In  our  conduct 
towards  them,  we  should  remember,  that  they 
are  a  people  old  in  war,  very  strict  in  military 
etiquette,  and  apt  to  take  fire  when  others 
scarcely  seem  warmed.  Permit  me  to  recom- 
mend, in  the  most  particular  manner,  the  cul- 
tivation of  harmony  and  good  agreement,  and 
your  endeavours  to  destroy  that  ill  humour 
which  may  have  found  its  way  among  the 
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cHAy.PL  officers.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  too, 
1778.  that  the  soldiers  and  the  p^ple  should  know 
nothing  of  this  misunderstanding,  or,  if  it  has 
reached  them,  that  means  may  be  used  to  stop 
its  progress,  and  prevent  its  effi^ts."  In  a 
letter  to  general  Greene  he  said,  ^'  I  have  not 
now  time  to  take  notice  of  the  several  arguments 
which  were  made  use  of,  for  and  against  the 
count's  quitting  the  harbour  of  Newport,  and 
sailing  for  Boston.  Right,  or  wrong,  it  will 
probably  disappoint  our  sanguine  expectations 
of  success;  and,  which  I  deem  a  still  worse 
consequence,  I  fear  it  will  sow  the  seeds  of 
dissension  and  distrust  between  us  and  our 
new  allies,  unless  the  most  prudent  measures  be 
taken  to  suppress  the  feuds  and  jealousies  that 
have  already  arisen.  I  depend  much  on  your 
temper  and  influence  to  conciliate  that  animosity 
which,  I  plainly  perceive  by  a  letter  from  die 
marquis^  subsists  between  the  American  and 
French  officers  in  our  service.  This,  you  may 
be  assured,  will  extend  itself  to  the  count,  and 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  whole  fleet,  should 
they  return  to  Rhode  Island,  unless  a  recon* 

*  This  letter  shows  the  extreme  ang;uish  of  this  nohle* 
man  at  the  injuries  he  supposed  to  he  offered  to  his  coun- 
try, by  the  expressions  of  resentment  which  fell  from  the 
officers  of  the  American  army*  Whilst  it  shows  his  ex* 
cess  of  sensibility  wherever  France  was  concerned^  it  also 
manifests  the  most  unlimited  attachment  to  the  com* 
mander  in  chief* 
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eiliation  shall  have  taken  place.  The  marquis  oiAP.iac 
speaks  kindly  of  a  letter  from  you  to  him  on  1778. 
this  subject*  He  will  therefore  take  any  advice 
from  you  in  a  friendly  way;  and,  if  he  can  be 
pacified,  the  other  French  gentlemen  will  of 
course  be  satisfied;  siiice  they  look  up  to  him 
.  as  their  head.  The  marquis  grounds  his  com^* 
plaint  on  a  general  order  of  the  24th  of  August, 
and  upon  the  universal  clanwur  that  prevailed 
against  the  French  nation. 

*^  I  beg  you  will  take  every  measure  to  keep 
the  protest  entered  into  by  the  general  officers 
from  being  made  public.  Congress,  sensible 
of  the  ill  consequences  that  will  flow  from  our 
differences  being  known  to  the  world,  have 
passed  a  resolve  to  that  purpose.  Upon  the 
whole,  my  dear  sir,  you  can  conceive  my 
meaning  better  than  I  can  express  it,^  and  I 
therefore  fully  depend  on  your  exerting  your- 
self, to  heal  all  private  animosities  between  our 
principal  officers  and  the  French,  and  to  prevent 
all  illiberal  expressions  and  reflections  that  may 
fall  from  the  army  at  large." 

The  general  also  seized  the  first  opportunity 
of  recommencing  his  correspondence  with  the 
count,  which  was  afforded  him  by  the  arrival 
of  re- enforcements  to  the  British  fleet;   and 


*  Allu<fing,  it  is  presumed,  to  the  delicacy  of  suggest- 
ing to  general  Sullivan,  the  mischief  of  any  intemperate 
^pressions. 
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CHAP.13C  his  letters,  without  noticing  the  disagreement 
1778*  which  had  taken  place,  were  calculated  to 
sooth  every  angry  sensation  which  might  have 
been  excited. 

A  letter  was  soon  afterwards  received  from 
the  admiral,  stating  the  whole  transaction, 
which  was  answered  by  general  Washington 
in  a  manner  so  perfectly  satisfactory,  that  the 
irritation  which  had  threatened  such  serious 
mischief,  appears  entirely  to  have  subsided. 

Congress  also,  in  a  resolution  which  was 
made  public,  expressed  their  perfect  approba- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  count,  and  directed 
the  president  to  assure  him,  in  the  letter  which 
should  transmit  it,  that  they  entertained  the 
highest  sense  of  his  zeal  and  attachment. 

The  council  of  Massachussetts,  with  generals 
Hancock,  Heath,  and  other  influential  cha- 
racters, exerted  themselves  very  much,  both 
to  silence  the  public  clamour,  and  to  facilitate: 
the  means  of  accommodating  and  repairing  the 
fleet.  General  Sullivan  softened  the  protest 
which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  much  resent- 
ment,  by  assuring  the  count,  that  the  motives 
of  those  who  signed  it,  were  entirely  diflferent 
from  those  he  had  probably  attributed  to  them. 
It  had  been  believed  that  he  was  individually 
inclined  to  remain  at  Rhode  Island,  but  that  he 
felt  it  impossible  tinder  such  instructions  as  he 
had  received,  to  resist  the  united  advice  of  his 
officers;  and  this  protest,  it  was  declared,  had 
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been  considered  as  a  document  which  might  chap  ix; 
be  important  in  defending  his  continuance  in    1778. 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  should  he  ultimately 
resolve  to  remain  there. 

Fortunately,  the  count  was  himself  extremely 
anxious  to  eflect  something  with  the  fleet  he 
commanded,  and  listened  very  readily  to  those 
assurances  which  were  given  him,  of  a  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  cultivate 
the  good  opinion  of  himself,  and  his  nation,* 
and  to  preserve  the  utmost  harmony  with  both. 

By  these  prudent  and  temperate  measures,  a 
breach,  which  threatened  very  serious  conse- 
quences, was  entirely 'made  up. 

The  storm  under  which  the  French  fleet  had 
suffered  so  severely,  did  considerable  damage 
also  to  that  of  lord  Howe.  The  British,  how- 
ever, had  sustained  much  less  injury  than  the 
French,  and  were  soon  in  a  condition  again  to 
put  to  sea.  Having  received  information  that 
the  count  D'Estaing  had  made  for  Boston,  lord 
Howe  sailed  for  the  same  port,  in  the  hope  of 
reaching  it  before  him.  In  this,  however,  he 
was  disappointed.  On  entering  the  bay,  he 
found  the  French  fleet  already  in  Nantasket  road,, 
where  so  judicious  a  disposition  had  been  made 
for  its  defence  by  the  arrangements  of  the  ships, 
and  by  batteries  on  shore,  and  on  Hull  and  Long 
Island,  that,  after  reconnoitring  their  position, 
he  ^relinquished  the  idea  of  attacking  them, 
and  returned  to  New  York.     Finding  on  his 
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cHAr.oL  return  that  so  many  ships  had  arrived  as  to 
If 78.   render  him  decidedly  superior  to  the  French 
Lot^Howe  fleet,  he  availed  himself  of  this  circumstance, 

rcdgntthe  ^ 

and  of  the  permission  he  had  received  some 
time  before,  to  resign  the  command  to  admiral 
Gtimbitr,  who  was  to  retain  it  until  the  arrival 
of  admiral  Byron,  then  every  day  expected 
from  Halifax. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  finding  that  general 
Sullivan  had  retreated  to  the  continent,  returned 
with  the  fleet  of  transports  towards  New  York, 
as  far  as  New  London.  Against  this  place  he 
had  contemplated  an  expedition;  but,  fiinding 
the  winds  unfavourable  to  his  entering  the 
river  on  which  the  town  stands,  he  left  the  fleet, 
and  proceeded  to  New  York,  leaving  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  on  board  the  transports  with 
major  general  Gray,  who  was  directed  to  con* 
duct  an  expedition  to  the  eastward,  as  fiBtr  as 
Buzzard's  bay. 

Gray  entered  Acushnet  river,  in  which  were 
a  number  of  privateers  with  their  prises,  and 
some  merchantmen,  nearly  the  whole  of  whidh 
Sept.!.  he  destroyed.  Great  part  of  the  towns  of  Bed* 
fbrd,  and  Fairhaven  was  reduced  to  ashes,  and 
in  them,  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions, 
military  and  naval  stores,  and  other  merchant 
disc.  The  troops  re- embarked  next  day  before 
the  milida  could  be  collected  in  sufliclent  force 
to  oppose  them,  and  sailed  to  Martha's  Vineyard^ 
where  they  destroyed  several  .vessels,  and  some 
salt  works,  and  levied  on  the  inhabitants  a  heavy 
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contribution  of  live  stock,  which  proved  a  very  ohap.ix. 

seasonable  supply  to  the  army  in  New  York.     irr«. 

While  so  large  a  detachment  of  the  British 

force  was  depredating  on  the  coasts  of  New 

England,   there    were  in  New  York,   many 

indications  of  an  intention  to  carry  on  some 

distant  expedition,  and  many  were  of  opinion 

that  the  French  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Boston 

had  become   so  important  an  object,   as  to 

induce  the  enemy,  who  were  now  decidedly 

superior  at  sea,   to  give  all  their  efforts  that 

direction.  In  order  to  be  in  readiness  to  oppose 

a  combined  attack  by  sea  and  land,  on  the  4eet 

of  their  allies,  without  exposing  the  North  ^ 

river,  while  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  re- 

qiained   in   New  York,    general    Gates    was 

directed  with  three  brigades,   to  proceed  by 

easy  marches  as  far  as  Danbury  in  Connecticut, 

there  to  wait  for  orders.     If  an    enterprise 

against  D'Estaing  should  be  undertaken,  he 

might,  by  a  junction  with  Sullivan,  have  a 

very  respectable  force  for  immediate  operation^ 

which  might  socm  be  followed  by  a  principal 

part  of  the  army.  If  on  the  contrary,  the  troops 

from  the  eastern  country  should  be  recalled, 

and  any  attempt  should  be  made  up  the  Hudson, 

Gates  might  in  a  very  short  time  rejoin  the 

army.     In  order  at  the  same  time  to  approach 

somewhat  nearer  both,  to  the  important  passes 

in  the  Highlands,  and  to  the  eastern  states,  so 

as  to  be  ready  to  move  with  the  greater  ccleriQr 

8x2 
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CHAP.  IX.  towards,  either  of  the  two  objects  now  supposed 
1778.  of  greatest  magnitude,  the  camp  at  White 
.Plains  was  broken  up,  and  the  main  body  of 
the  army  took  a  position  further  north,  at 
Fredericksburg;  while  general  Putnam  was 
detached  with  two  brigades  to  the  neighbour, 
hood  of  West  Point,  and  general  M^Dougal 
with  two  others  to  Danbur)',  there  to  join 
general  Gates. 

The  return  of  the  squadron  under  lord  Howe, 
and  of  the  detachment  commanded  by  general 
Gray,  removed  for  the  present  all  apprehensions 
respecting  the  French  fleet;  but,  as  some  other 
expedition  was  evidently  preparing  in  New 
York,  the  destination  of  which  was  entirely 
unknown,  the  diiFerent  divisions  of  the  army 
retained  the  positions  which  had  been  assigned 

them* 

>!*■»  Soon  after  the  return  of  general  Gray,  the 
British  army  moved  up,  on  each  side  the  North^ 
river  in  great  force.  The  column  on  the  west 
side,  commanded  by  lord  Cornwallis,  con- 
sisting of  about  five  thousand  men,  took  a 
position  with  its  right  on  the  river,  and  its  left 
extending  to  Newbridge  on  the  Hackensack; 
while  the  other  division  which  was  commanded 
by  general  Knyphausen,  consisting  of  about 
three  thousand  men,  was  advanced  about  the 

^  same  distance  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson, 

and  extended  itself  from  that  river  to  the 
Brunx.  The  possession  of  the  river  enabled 
these  two  columns  to  re- unite  in  a  very  short 
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time,  if  the  American  army  should  advance  in  chap.ix. 
force  against  either  of  them.  General  Wash-  1778. 
ington  conjectured  very  rightly,  that  the  prin- 
cipal  object  of  this  movement  was  merely,  to 
forage.  Yet  it  was  possible  for  them  to  con- 
template  seizing  the  passes  in  the  highlands, 
by  a  rapid  march,  and  therefore,  the  detach- 
ments which  were  ordered  on  the  lines  to  cover 
the  country,  were  particularly  directed  to 
maintain  a  position  which  would  enable  them 
to  anticipate  the  execution  of  such  a  design, 
should  the  attempt  be  made.     . 

Colonel  Baylor,  whose  regiment  of  cavalry 
had  been  stationed  about  Paramus,  had  crossed 
the  Hackensack  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th  and  taken  quarters  atTaupaun,  or  Herring, 
town,  a  small  village  near  New  Taupaun,  where 
some  militia  were  posted.  Immediate  notice 
of  this  position  was  given  by  some  of  the  dis- 
effected  inhabitants  to  lord  Comwallis,  who 
formed  a  plan  to  surprise  and  cut  off  both  the 
cavalry  and  militia.  The  party  designed  to  act 
against  colonel  Baylor  was  to  be  commanded 
by  major  general  Gray;  and  a  detachment,  to 
be  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel  Campbell, 
was  to  be  drawn  from  the  division  of  general 
Knyphausen  to  go  against  the  militia. 

That  part  of  the  plan  which  was  to  be  ex- 
ecuted by  Campbell,  was  defeated  by .  some 
delay  in  passing  the  river,  during  which,  a 
deserter  gave  notice  of  his  approach  and  the 
militia  saved  themselves  by  flight.     But  the 
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CHAP.  IX.  corps  commanded  by  general  Gray,  guided  by 
iyT8«  some  of  the  country  people  who  perfectly  un- 
^^»-  derstood  the  groUnd«  and  had  made  themselves 
CQk»d  masters  of  the  position  of  the  guards,  eluded 
"Kinjent^  the  pdtTols,  got  into  the  rear  of  the  Serjeants 
guard,  posted  by  colonel  Baylor  at  a  bridge 
over  the  Hackensack,  where  the  roads  leading 
to  Herringtown  on  both  sides  the  river  meet, 
and  surrounded,  and  cut  off  this  party  without 
alarming  Baylor.  After  which,  they  com- 
pletely  surprised  his  whole  regiment.  The 
British  troops  rushed  upon  them  into  a  bam 
where  they  slept;  and,  refusing  to  give  quarter, 
bayoneted  for  a  time  all  they  fell  in  with.  Of 
one  hundred  and  four  privates,  sixty-seven 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  taken.  The  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  amounting  to  about  forty,  is 
stated  to  have  been  increased  by  the  humanity 
of  one  of  Gray's  captains,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  severity  of  the  orders  he  had  received, 
gave  quarters  to  the  whole  of  the  fourth  troop. 
Colonel  Baylor,  and  major  Clough,  who  were 
both  wounded  with  the  bayonet,  the  first  very 
dangerously,  the  last  mortally,  were  among 
the  prisoners. 

The  cruelty  used  on  this  occasion,  which 
was  believed  to  have  been  unnecessary,  excited 
iio  slight  degree  of  mingled  horror  and  indig- 
nation. Depositions  to  establish  the  facts  were, 
in  compliance  with  a  request  from  congress, 
taken  under  the  directions  of  governor  Living- 
ston of  New  Jersey,  by  the  reverend  doctor 
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Griffith,   of  Vii^inia^   and  published  to   the  chap.ix. 

world.  1778. 

Three  days  after  this,  colonel  Richard  Butler   sept,  so. 
with  a  detachment  of  iilfantry,    assisted  bycaptin 
major  Lee  with  a  part  of  his  cavahy,  fell  ihjjj^'b^ 
with  a  party  of  fifteen  chasseurs,  and  about  one  ^S^]  »d 
hundred   yagers,    under   captain    Donop,    on 
whom  they  instantly  made  so  rapid  a  charge, 
that  without  losing  a  single  man,  they  killed 
ten  on  the  spot,  and  took  the  officer  cbmmand^ 
ing  the  chasseurs,  and  eighteen  of  the  yagers 
prisoners.     The    eitrfeme    roughness  of  the 
country,  which  impeded  the  action  of  the  horse, 
and  prevented  part  of  the  infantry  from  coming 
up,  alone  enabled  a  man  of  the  enemy  to  escape. 
Some  interest  was  taken  at  the  time  in  this 
small  affair,  because  it  seemed  in  a  measiu*e  to 
revenge  and  compensate  for  the  loss  of  Baylor^ 

Having  completed  their  forage,  the  British 
army  returned  to  New  York. 

This  movement  had  been,  in  part,  designed  ^^^^i, 
to  &vour  an  expedition  against  Little  Egg  Har-  i^SSr!^^ 
hour.  The  facility  with  which  the  command 
of  the  water  enabled  the  enemy  to  transport 
themselves  in  atiy  direction,  gave  them  an  im- 
mense advantage  in  that  small  kind  of  war, 
which  depredates  and  distresses  individuals, 
Without  tending  to  conquer  a  country.  This 
expedition  Was  completely  successful,  and  the 
works  and  store-houses,  as  well  as  the  vessels 
and  merchandises  found  there,  were  entirely 
destroyed.     It  has  been  already  stated,  that 
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CHAP.  IX.  count  Pulaski,  had  been  appointed  general  of 
1778.  the  American  cavalry.  Ihe  dissatisfaction 
given  by  this  appointment  to  the  officers,  had 
induced  him  to  resign  his  commission,  but; 
thirsting  for  military  fame,  and  zealous  in  the 
American  cause,  he  solicited  and  obtained 
permission  to  raise  a  legionary  corps,  which 
he  officered  principally  with  foreigners,  and 
commanded  in  person.  In  this  corps,  which 
consisted  of  three  incomplete  companies  of 
foot,  and  three  of  horse,  with  a  few  artillerists,  - 
and  a  field  piece,  one  Juliet,  a  deserter  from 
the  enemy,  had  been  admitted  as  an  officer. 
The  count  had  been  ordered  to  march  from 
Trenton  towards  Little  Egg  Harbour,  and  was 
lying  eight  or  ten  miles  from  the  coast,  when 
this  Juliet  again  deserted  and  rejoined  his 
countrymen,  carrying  with  him  the  intelligence 
Pnbski  of  Pulaski's  strength  and  situation.  A  plan 
■Swfi  was  immediately  formed  to  surprise  him,  which 
was  completely  executed,  so  far  as  respected 
his  infantry,  who  were  put  to  the  bayonet. 
The  British  account  of  this  expedition  repre- 
sents his  whole  corps  to  have  been  entirely 
destroyed.  In  the  report  made  of  the  affiur  to 
congress  by  Pulaski,  he  states  his  loss  at 
about  forty,  and  asserts  that  on  coming*  iip 
with  his  cavalry  to  the  relief  of  his  infentry,  he 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  ground.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  one  account  diminishes,  as  much 
as  the  other  magnifies,  the  importance  of  this 
enterprise. 
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In  these  expeditions,  a  deteimination  to  ouy.ix. 
destroy  as  extensively  as  possible,  seems  to  1778. 
have  prevailed.  Not  only  public  stores,  but 
the  private  buildings,  and  the^property  of  indi- 
viduals on  the  coast,  within  their  reach,  were 
reduced  to  ashes.  For  this  distressing  devas- 
tation, alike  experienced  about  Bedford,  and 
Little  Egg  Harbour,  some  apology  was  found  in 
the  peculiar  objects  against  which  those  enter-^ 
prises  were  particularly  directed;  both  posts 
having  been  distinguished  as  the  rendezvous 
of  privateers,  from  whence  they  sallied  out  to 
the  very  great  annoyance  of  British  commerce. 

As  soon  as  admiral  Byron,  who  reached  New 
York  and  took  command  of  the  fleet  about 
t;he  middle  of  September,  had  made  the  repairs 
to  his  shattered  squadron  which  were  necessary 
to  enable  him  again  to  put  to  sea,  he  sailed  for 
the  port  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  blocking 
up  the  count  D'Estaing,  and  of  availing  him.  October  is. 
self  of  any  circumstances  which  might  favour 
an  attack  on  the  French  fleet.  He  had  been 
but  a  short  time  in  the  bay,  when  fortune  again 
disconcerted  all  his  plans.  A  furious  storm 
drove  him  out  to  sea,  and  damaged  him  so  es- 
sentially,  that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of 
putting  into  the  port  of  Rhode  Island,  to  refit. 
This  favourable  moment  was  seized  by  the 
count  D'Estaing,  whose  fleet  was  now  com- 
pletely repaired,  and  he  set  sail  on  the  third 
of  November  for  the  West  Indies,  where  the 
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CHAP.  IX.  Operations  of  the  war  rendered  his  aid  of  essen^ 
1778.    tial  importance. 

Thus  terminated  without  any  material  advan- 
tage, an  expedition,  concerning  the  success  of 
which  the  most  sanguine  hopes  had,  not  without' 
reason,  been  generally  entertained.     A  variety 
of  accidents  had  defeated  plims  judiciously 
formed,  having  every  probability  in  their  favour. 
The  original  object  of  the  armament,  to  the 
attainment  of  which  it  was  entirely  competent, 
was  the  British  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and  the 
army  in  Philadelphia.      It  has  been  already 
shown  that  a   passage  of  most  extraordinary 
length,    on  which  it  was  impossible  io  have 
calculated,  detained  it  at  sea,    until  the  fleet 
and  army  had  abandoned  a  position  of  so  mucb 
danger ;  and  thereby  saved  the  British  power 
from  a  blow  the  most  serious  it  had  then  ex- 
perienced. 

3y  a  very  few  days  too,  the  opportunity  of 
finding  lord  Howe  without  the  bar,  and  of  ob- 
structing the  passage  of  sir  Henry  Clinton  from 
the  continent  to  the  hook,  now  become  an 
island,  was  lost. 

Nor  was  the  time  of  D'Estaing's  departure 
from  the  hook  less  critical.  Within  eight  days 
after  his  leaving  that  station,  four  ships  of  waf,- 
one  a  seventy-four,  one  a  sixty-four,  and  two 
of  fifty  guns,  came  in  singly,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, had  they  reached  their  destination 
sooner,  they  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands. 
This  re. enforcement  was  the  more  essential, 
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as,  without  it,  lord  Howe  could  not  have  ven-  chap,  ix. 
tured  to  molest  the  operations  against  Rhode    i778. 
Island. 

The  storm  which  parted  thp  fleets  in  the  mo* 
ment  when  an  engagement  was  commencing, 
with  the  advantage  of  the  wind  and  a  great 
superiority  of  force  on  the  side  of  the  French, 
which  dismasted  and  rendered  unfit  for,  imme- 
diate service  the  admiral's  ship,  and  some  others 
of  their  finest  vessels,  was  another  untoward 
occurrence,  which  as  eflFectually  defeated  the 
enterprise  against  Rhode  Island,  and  as  effec- 
tually destroyed  the  brilliant  prospects  founded 
on  that  enterprise,  as  could  have  been  done  by 
a  complete  naval  victory  on  the  part  of  lord 
Howe. 

So  much  are  the  best  laid  plans,  and  the 
most  important  human  transactions  dependent 
on  fortune,  and  the  judicious  use  of  occur- 
rences, in  themselves  apparently  indifferent. 

The  marquis  de  •La  Fayette,  ambitious  of 
fame  on  another  theatre,  was  now  desirous  of 
returning  to  France.  He  supposed  it  possible 
that  war  might  break  out  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  he  was  desirous  of  tendering  his 
services  to  his  king,  and  to  his  own  country. 

General  Washington,  from  motives  of  real 
friendship,  and  for  political  reasons  also,  was 
desirous  of  preserving  his  connexion  with  the 
army,  and  of  strengthening  his  attachment  to 
America.  He  therefore  expressed  to  congress 
3y2 
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CHAP.  IX.  his  wishes  that  Fayette,  instead  of  resigning 
1776.  his  commission,  might  have  unlimited  leave 
of  absence,  to  return  when  it  should  be  con- 
venient to  himself;  and  might  carry  with  him 
every  mark  of  the  confidence  of  the  government* 
To  this  policy,  congress  was  well  disposed^ 
and  to  the  leave  of  absence  which  had  been  re- 
quired, they  added  the  most  flattering  resolu*^ 
tions.  The  partiality  of  America  for  La 
Fayette  was  well  placed.  Never  did  a  fo. 
reigner,  whose  primary  attachments  were  to  his 
own  country,  feel  more  anxious  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  another,  than  was  unceasingly 
manifested  by  this  young  nobleman  for  the 
United  States, 

As  there  was  very  little  prospect  of  an  active 
winter  campaign  in  the  northern,  or  middle 
states ;  and  the  climate  admitted  of  military 
operations  during  that  season  in  a  different  part 
of  the  world;  a  detachment  from  the  British 
army,  consisting  of  five  thousand  men  under 
major  general  Grant,  sailed  the  same  day  that 
D'Estaing  departed  from  Boston,  convoyed  by 
six  ships  of  war  commanded  by  commodore 
Hotham,  destined  also  for  the  West  India 
islands :  and  towards  the  end  of  the  same 
month,  another  embarkation  took  place  for  the 
southern  parts  of  the  continent.  This  second 
detachment  was  commanded  by  lieutenant  co- 
lonel  Campbell,  who  was  escorted  by  commo- 
dore Hyde  Parker,  and  was  destined  to  act 
offensively  against  the  southern  states. 
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As  there  yet  remained  a  force  sufficient  to  chap,  ix, 
secure  New  York,  the  American  army  retired  irrs. 
into  winter  quarters.  The  main  body  was  can- 
toned in  Connecticut,  on  both  sides  the  North ' 
river,  about  West  Point,  and  at  Middlebrook: 
while  light  troops  were  stationed  nearer  the 
lines,  and  the  cavalry  were  drawn  into  the  in- 
terior to  recruit  the  horses  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. In  this  distribution,  the  protection  of 
the  country,  the  security  of  important  posts,  and 
a  cheap  and  convenient  supply  of  provisions, 
were  as  much  as  possible  consulted.  The 
great  body  of  the  army  lay  on  the  west  of  the 
Hudson,  because  the  supplies  of  bread  were  to 
be  drawn  west  of  that  river,  while  those  of 
meat  abounded  most  on  the  eastern  side  of  it. 
The  superior  difficulty  and  expense  attending 
the  conveyance  of  flour,  over  the  driving  of 
live  stock,  rendered  it  advisable,  with  a  view 
both  to  economy,  and  certainty  of  supply,  to 
approach  with  the  greatest  numbers,  that  tract 
of  country  which  could  alone  furnish  the  article 
most  expensive  in  its  tianspdrtati'on. 

The  troops  again  wintered  in  huts;  but  they 
were  now  accustomed  to  this  mode  6i  passing 
that  inclement  season  of  the  year.  Though  far 
from  being  well  clothed,  yet  their  condition  in 
that  respect  was  so  much  meliorated  by  supplies 
from  France,  that  they  disregarded  the  incon- 
veniences they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
encountering. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Arrival  of  the  British  commissioDers.««.Term&  of  cimcili* 
ation  ptoposed..*.Aiiswer  of  congress  to  these  proposi- 
tions....Attempts  of  mr*  Johnson  to  bribe  influential 
members  of  congress—.Congress  order  the  publication 
of  the  private  letters  from  Johnson  to  the  members  of 
that  bod7....Manife8to  of  the  commissioners^  andcoonter 
manifesto  by  congress— .Arrival  of  Gerardy  tninistev 
plenipotentiary  from  the  king  of  jF'rance....His  reception 
by  congress....Hostilities  of  the  In(Uans.**.Colonel  John 
Butler,  with  a  party  of  Indians,  breaks  into  the  Wyo- 
ming settlement*.. His  treachery  to  colonel  Zebiilon 
Butler..«.Kingston  besieged  by  the  Indians;  surrenders, 
and  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  butchered*  •••Wilksbo- 
rough  also  surrenders,  and  meets  the  same  fate.««*Dia- 
tresses  of  the  settlers  in  Wyoming.. ..Colonel  Alden 
surprised,  and  with  some  of  his  party  killed*.»«Colonel 
Clarke  surprises  St.  Vincents,  and  takes  possession  of 
it....Congress  determine  to  attack  Canada  and  the  other 
British  possessions  in  North  America.«..General  Wash- 
ington  urges  reasons  against  the  plan.... Has  a  personal 
interview  with  a  committee  of  congress,  and  induces 
that  body  .to  abandon  the  enterprise* 

1778.  About  the  time  that  commodore  Parker 
sailed  for  the  southern  states,  the  commission- 
ers appointed  to  give  effect  to  the  late  concilia- 
tory  acts  of  parliament,  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  lord  North,  embarked  for  Europe. 
They  had  exerted  unsuccessfully  their  utmost 
powers  to  effect  the  objects  of  their  mission. 
The  terms  now  offered  were  such  as,  at  one 
time,  America  would  most  joyfully  have  ac- 
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cepted ;  but  they  required  a  union  of  the  force  chap.x. 
of  the  two  nations  under  one  common  sovereign.  i778. 
These  were  terms  to  which  America  was  no 
longer  disposed,  or  even  at  libertj)  to  accede* 
All  those  affections  which  parts  of  the  same 
empire  should  feel  for  each  other  had  been  era- 
dicated by  a  distressing  war;  the  great  body  of 
the  nation  was  determined,  at  every  sacrifice, 
to  maintain  its  independence;  and  the  treaty 
with  France  had  pledged  them,  by  every  prin- 
ciple of  honour  and  national  faith,  never  to  con- 
sent to  a  re-union  with  the  British  empire. 

The  British  commissioners  arrived  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, while  that  place  was  yet  in  posses- 
sion of  their  army,  and  are  understood  to  have 
brought  positive  and  secret  orders  for  its  im- 
mediate evacuation. 

The  reception  which  had  been  already  given  Arrival  of 
to  the  conciliatory  bills,  on  which  their  mis-  cpmmif- 
sion  was  founded;^  a  reception  manifesting  the 
fixed  determination  of  congress,  previous  to 
any  knowledge  of  the  treaty  with  France,  must 
have  left  them  but  litde  hope,  that  the  propo- 
sitions they  brought  with  them,  could  be 
accepted.  They  were,  however,  especially 
governor  Johnson,  persons  who  had  always 
openly  condemned  the  violent  measures  of  ad- 
ministration, and  had  wished  a  settlement  of 
differences  on  the  ground  first  taken  by  Ame- 

•  See  J^atey  Ab.  XL  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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cHAP.x.  rica;   and,   of  consequence^  thejr  m^era  noir 
irra.    sincerely  desirous  of  bring^g  about  a  reconci- 
liation between  the  two  countries. 

Their  arrival,  therefore,  was  immediately  an- 
nounced to  general  Washington,  by  sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  was  joined  with  them  in  the 
commission,  and  a  passport  was  requested  for 
their  secretary,  doctor  Ferguson,  as  the  bearer 
of  their  first  dispatches  to  congress.  This 
passport,  the  commander  in  chief  declined 
granting  until  he  should  receive  the  instructions 
of  his  government:  on  which  a  letter,  addressed 
**  to  the  president  and  other  the  members  of 
congress"  was  forwarded  in  the  usual  manner. 
With  this  letter,  were  transmitted  copies  of 
their  commission,  and  of  the  acts  of  parltaxaent 
on  which  it  was  founded.  It  contained  also, 
propositions  for  the  following,  among  other 
purposes. 
i^rmtof  ^^  To  consent  to  a  cessation  of  hostili^s 
i^opwed.     both  by  sea  and  land. 

"  To  restore  free  intercourse,  to  revive  mu- 
tual affection,  and  renew  the  common  benefits 
of  naturalization,  through  the  several  parts  of 
the  empire. 

"  To  extend  every  freedom  to  trade  that  the 
respective  interest  of  Britain  and  America 
could  require. 

"  To  agree  that  no  military  forces  should  be 
kept  up  in  North  America,  without  the  consent 
of  the  general  congress  or  particular  assemblies. 
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'**  Toccmcur  in  mesusures  calculated  to  dis>  cha^.x. 
charge  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raise  the  ina. 
credit  and  value  of  the  paper  circulation. 

*  *  To  perpetuate  the  union  by  a  reciprocal  de- 
putation of  an  agent  or  agents  who  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  or,  if  sent  from  Britain,  to  have 
a  seat  and  voice  in  the  assemblies  of  the  differ- 
ent colonies  to  which  they  may  be  deputed  re- 
spectively, in  order  to  attend  the  several  inter- 
ests of  those  by  whom  they  may  be  deputed. 

.  "  In  short,  to  establish  the  power  of  the  res- 
pective  legislatures  in  each  particular  colony, 
to  settle  its  revenue  in  civil  and  military  estab- 
lishmentj  and  to  exercise  a  perfect  freedom  in 
legislation  and  internal  government,  so  that  the 
3ritish  colonies  throughout  North  America, 
acting  with  Great  Britain,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
under  one  common  sovereign,  may  have  the 
irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  privilege,  short 
of  a  total  separation  of  interests,  or  consistent 
with  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  safety 
of  their  common  religion  and  liberty  depends." 
On  reading  the  letter  containing  these  pro- 
positions, some  observations  were  found  to  be 
mingled  with  them,  reflecting  on  the  conduct 
of  France.*     The  reading  was  interrupted,  and 

•  The  words  were,  "  insidious  interposition  of  a  power, 
which  has  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  colonies  been 
actuated  with  enmity  to  us  both ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
pjretcikded  date  or  present  form  of  the  J^rench  ofiers^*' 

VOL.  m.  3  z 
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CHAP.  X.  a  ifiotion  vas  made  to  proceed  no  further,  in 
irra.    consequence  of  this  offensive  language  agsdast 
his  most  christian  majesty.     This  motion  pro- 
ducing some  debate,  an  adjournment  was  called 
for  and  carried.    When  congress  reassembled, 
the  warmth  of  the  preceding  day  had  not  en- 
tirely subsided,   but  after  several   ineffectual 
motions,  the  letter  was  read,  and  a  committee, 
Antweref    appoiutcd  for  that  purpose,  reported  an  answer^ 
JJS^J^  which,    being   unanimously  agreed  to,    was 
signed  by  the  president,  and  transmitted  to 
the  commissioners.     This  letter  declared  that 
^'  nothing  but  an  earnest  desire  to  spare  th^ 
further  effusion  of  human  blood  could  have  in* 
'^  ^uced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing  expres* 
sions  so  disrespectful  to  his  most  christian 
inajcsty ,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  these  states, 
or  to  consider  propositions,  so  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  an  independent  nation* 

^^  That  the  acts  of  die  British  parliament,  the 
commission  from  their  sovereign,  and  their 
letter,  supposed  the  pe<^le  of  the  United  States 
to  be  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  were  founded  on  the  idea  of  dependence, 
which  is  utterly  inadmissible. 

*'  That  congress  was  inclined  to  peace,  not- 
withstanding the  unjust  claims  from  which  this 
war  originated,  and  the  savage  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  conducted.  They  would  therefore 
be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  commerce,  not  inconsistent 
with  treaties  already  subsisting,  when  the  king 
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of  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate  a  sincere  jshap.  x. 
disposition  for  that  purpose.     The  only  solid    I77d. 
proof  of  this  disposition  would  .be  an  explicit 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  these 
states,  or  the  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies.  *' 

Some  apprehensions  seem  to  have  been  enter- 
tained that  these  propositions  might  make  an 
unfavourable  impression  on  the  public  mind, 
and  increase  the  divisions  which  already  existed. 
Tliey  were  therefore  attacked  with  much  wit  and 
asperity  by  individuals,  who,  at  the  same  time, 
combatted  them  with  great  force  of  argument. 

In  the  packet  addressed  to  congress  were  AttoMjnrf 
several  private  letters,  written  by  governor  g^j^ 
Johnson  to  particular  members  of  that  body; 
in  which  he  blended,  with  the  most  flattering 
expressions  of  their  characters,  and  their 
conduct,  assurances  of  the  honours  and  emolu- 
ments to  which  those  would  be  entitled  who 
should  contribute  to  restore  peace  and  harmony 
tb  the  two  countries,  and  to  terminate  the  pre* 
sent  calamitous  war.* 

*  lo  addition  to  these  letters,  direct  propositions,  after 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia,  were  made  to  mr.  Read, 
a  member  of  congress  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
a  lady  connected  with  the  British  army,  who  assured  him, 
aa  from  governor  Johnson,  that  10,000/.  sterling,  and 
the  best  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown  in  Ameriea  niighC 
be  at  his  disposal^  if  he  could  bring  about  a  reunion 
between  the  two  countries.  Mr.  Read  replied,  that  he 
was  not  worth  purchasing ;  but  such  as  he  was,  the  king 
d*  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to  do  it. 
3z2 
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cHAP.x.  The  removal  from  Philadelphia,  followed  tlie 
1778.  reception  of  the  answer  of  congress  to  the  pro* 
positions  of  the  British  commissioners,  too 
immediately,  for  any  further  measures  to  be 
paijix  taken  by  them,  until  they  had  reached  New 
York.  From  that  city,  a  second  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  president  and  members  of  con- 
gress, in  which  they  express  their  regrets  that, 
dn  the  part  of  congress,  any  difficulties  were 
raised  which  must  prolong  the  tatamities  of  the 
present  war.  Witfi  respect  to  the  two  alterna- 
tives stated  as  preliminaries  necessary  even  to 
the  beginning  of  a  negotiation  for  peace,  they 
declared  their  opinion  to  be,  **  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  people  of  America  on  Great 
Britain,  except  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  preserve 
that  union  of  force  in  which  the  safety  and  ad- 
vantage of  both  consisted,  was  fully  acknow- 
ledged in  their  first  letter ;  and  that  they  were 
willing  to  enter  into  a  £edr  discussion  of  aU 
the  circumstances  which  might  be  necessary 
to  ensure,  or  even  to  enlarge  that  indepen- 
dency.*' 

They  excuse  their  not  beginning  with  die 
other  part  of  the  alternative,  the  withdrawing 
of  the  fleets  and  armies,  **  on  account  of  the 
precautions  rendered  necessary  against  their 
tocient  enemies,  and  a  regard  to  the  safety  of 
many,  who  from  affection  to  Great  Britain,  have 
exposed  themselves  to  suffer  in  this  contest,  and 
to  whom  Great  Britain  owes  support  at  every. 
.  expense  of  blood  and  treasure.     This  measure 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GXORGE  WASHWeTON.  541 

however,'*  it  vras  intimated,  **  might  very  soon  cbap.x. 
fellow  die  first  advances  to  peace  on  the  part  of    177«. 
the  United  States,   which  should  indicate  a 
favourable  prospect  of  a  reconciliation  with 
their  fellow  citizens  of  this  continent,  and  those 
in  Great  Britain." 

The  most  explicit  assurances  were  added, 
**  that  no  circumstances  would  give  the  com- 
missioners more  satisfaction  than  to  find,  that 
the  extent  of  the  future  connexion  between  the 
two  countries  would  be  determined  on  prin- 
ciples of  mere  reason,  and  considerations  of 
mutual  interest,  on  which  they  were  likewise 
willing  to  risk  the  permanence  of  any  arrange- 
ments  that  might  be  formed." 

To  that  part  of  the  letter  fix>m  congress 
which  refers  to  treaties  already  subsisting,  they 
say  **  that,  if  such  treaties  are  to  effect  their 
deliberations,  they  ought  to  be  communicated 
both  for  their  consideration,  and  that  of  the 
constituents  of  congress,  who  would  judge 
whether  any  alliance  they  might  have  con^ 
tracted,  would  furnish  sufficient  reasons  for 
continuing  this  unnatural  war." 

Some  doubt  was  expressed  concerning  the 
power  of  congress  to  contract  foreign  alliances, 
as  the  confederation  was  not  yet  in  force,  and 
the  letter  concluded  with  saying  ^^  we  will  not 
suppose  that  any  objection  can  arise  on  your 
part  to  our  communicating  to  the  public  our 
own  proceedings;  the  respect  which  we  pay  to 
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cHAP.x.  the  great  body  of  the  people  you  are  supposed 
\f7Z.  to  represent,  shall  be  evidenced  by  us  in  every 
possible  mark  of  consideration  and  regard.'* 
It  would  seem  that  the  previous  conduct  of 
congress  'must  have  satisfied  the  British  com- 
missioners, that  all  hope  of  restoring  peace  on 
ahy  other  terms  than  the  complete  independence 
of  the  United  States,  must,  at  least,  be  sus- 
pended, if  not  entirely  abandoned.  Their 
present  endeavours  therefore  were  most  proba* 
Wy  used,  not  for  congress,  but  for  the  people 
at  large.  They  persuaded  themselves  that  the 
attachments  towards  Britain,  and  prejudices 
against  France,  which  had  once  subsisted,  could 
not  have  been  entirely  eradicated;  and  that  a 
plain  demonstration  that  the  original  ground  of 
contest  wad  yielded  by  England,  would  detiach 
such  numbers  from  the  supporters  of  the  war, 
as  would  render  unavoidable  an  accommodation 
on  the  terms  proposed.  It  had  therefore  now 
become  a  game  of  skill,  in  which  the  affections 
and  passions  of  the  people  were  played  for, 
and  was  no  longer  a  mere  diplomatic  Corres- 
pondence, treating  on  the  int^ests  of  two  great 
,  nations,  with  the  hope  of  accommodation 
between  the  negotiators. 

The  first  decisive  rejection  of  the  terms  held 
forth  in  the  conciliatory  bills,  had  been  ntode 
at  a  time,  when  the  existence  of  the  treaties 
with  France  was  neither  known  nor  suspected. 
Congress  had  refused  to  listen  to  the  pr<^sitions 
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of  the  commbsioiiersy  when  noccrtainty  existed  oiaf^x. 

of  the  commencement  of  war  between  France/  irrs^  | 

and  England ;  and  when,  the  eventual  treaty  of  i 

alliance  not  having  taken  effect,  they  were  at  | 

perfect  liberty  to  negotiate  a  separate  peace. 

Intelligence  was  now  received  of  the  arrival  of 

a  French  fleet  with  a  minister;  and  the  utmost  • 

confidence  prevailed  that  a  European  war  was 

inevitable.    There  was  therefore  no  probability 

that  propositions  which  had  been  rejected  under 

circumstances  much  less  favourable  to  the  es« 

tablishment  of  American  independence,  could  j 

be  accepted  when  the  }»t>spects  of  the  United  | 

States  wore  a  brighter  aspect  than  they  had  ever 

before  assumed.     The  present  and  subsequent 

proceecUngs  therefore,  were  deigned  to  act  on 

the  public  mind;  and i:ertainly,  the  moderation 

breathed  in  the  letter  of  the  13th  of  July,  was 

well  calculated  to  rekindle  any  latent  spark  of 

attachmentwhichmigfatyet  linger  in  the  bosoms 

of  those  who  had  once  prided  themselves  in 

the  character  of  British  subjects,  and  to  incline 

to  peace,  on  the  terms  offered,  the  great  mass 

who  were  believed  to  have  given  sufficient 

indications  of  being  wearied  with  the  sufferings 

and  calamities  of  war. 

The  letter  recited  above  having  been  read, 
congress  resolved  that,   as  neither  the  inde-    joiyu. 
pendence  of  the  United  States  Mras  explicitly 
acknowlec^ed,  nor  the  fleets  and  armies  with- 
drawn, no  an&wer  should  be  given  to  it. 
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cBAp.x.  A  few  days  before  the  j*eceipt  of  the  letter  of 
irrs.  the  ISth  of  July,  a  resolution  of  cong^ress 
required  that  all  letters  of  a  public  nature  re- 
ceived by  any  member,  from  any  subject  of  the 
British  crown  should  be  laid  before  them.  In 
consequence  of  this  resolution,  the  letters  of 
governor  Johnscm  were  produced,  and  some 
time  afterwards,  mr.  Read  stated  in  his  pkce, 
a  direct  offer  which  had  been  made  him  by  a 
third  person,  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
and  of  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  as  an 
inducement  to  use  his  influence  for  the  restora- 
tion of  harmony  between  the  two  countries. 

CMgrai      These    circumstances    it  was  determined  to 

•niertbe 

pyg«j|^  communicate  to  the  people  at  large,  and  there- 
^i^  fore  a  publication  of  the  letters  was  immediately 
^tStib^.  ordered.  Some  time  afterwards,  c(mgress  made 
a  solemn  declaration,  in  which,  after  reciting 
the  paragraphs  of  the  private  letters  which  were 
offensive,  and  the  conversation  stated  by  mr. 
Read,  they  expressed  their  opinion  ^Hhat  these 
were  direct  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was 
incompatible  with  their  honour  to  hold  any 
manner  of  correspondence  or  intercourse  with 
the  said  George  Johnson,  esquire,  especially 
to  negotiate  with  him  upon  affairs,  in  which 
the  cause  of  liberty  is  interested."  An  attempt 
to  involve  the  other  commissioners  in  the  same 
exclusion  was  unsuccessful,  and  this  declaration 
was  transmitted  to  them,  while  they  expected  an 
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answer  to  a  remonstrance  on  the  detention  of  chap.  x. 
the  troops  captured  with  general  Burgoyne.         1778. 

On  receiving  this  paper,  mf .  Johnson  with- 
drew  from  the  commission,  and  in  the  decla- 
i^ation  containing  his  determination  to  act  no 
further  in  that  character,  which  was  transmitted 
to  (iorigress,  he  said,  he  should  be  happy  to  find 
the  congress,  when  this  exception  as  to  hitn 
should  be  removed,  inclined  to  retract  their 
former  declaration,  and  negotiate  with  others 
on  terms  equally  conducive  to  the  happiness 
bf  both  Countries.  This  declaration  on  the 
part  of  mr.  Johnson  was  accompanied  by  one 
signed  by  the  other  commissioners,  in  which, 
without  admitting  the  construction  put  by 
congress  on  his  letters,  or  the  authority  of 
the  person  who  held  the  conversation  with 
mr.  Read,  they  denied  all  knowledge  of  those 
letters,  or  of  that  conversation.  They  at  the 
^same  time  represented  the  advantages  to  result 
to  America  from  the  propositions  they  had 
made,  **  advantages  decidedly  superior,'^  they 
say,  **  to  any  which  could  be  expected  from  an 
unnatural  alliance  with  France,  only  entered 
into  by  that  nation  for  the  purpose  of  prolong- 
ing the  war,  after  the  full  knowledge  on  their 
part  of  the  liberal  terms  intended  to  be  offered 
by  Great  Britain.'*  With  this  declaration  was 
transmitted  a  copy  of  the  former  remonstrance 
respecting  the  convention  troops,  without  the 
signature  of  governor  Johnson^  and  an  extract 

VOL.  III.  4  A 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


546  THE  Lira  OF 

cHAP.x.  from  the  instructions*  given  by  the  secretary 
1778.  of  State  to  sir  Henry  Clinton,  authorizing  him 
in  -express  terms  to  demand  a  performance  of 
the  convention  made  with  general  Burgoyne, 
and,  if  required,  to  renew  and  ratify,  in  the 
king's  name,  all  the  conditions  stipulated  in  it. 
All  the  publications  of  the  British  commis- 
sioners seem  to  manifest  an  opinion  that  they 
could  be  more  successful  with  the  people  at 
large,  than  with  congress:  and  therefore,  they 
not  unfrequently  betray  the  desire,  that  the 
constituents  of  that  body  might  be  enabled  to 
decide  on  the  measures  taken  by  their  rcpre- 
sentatives. 

On  the  part  of  congress,  it  was  deemed  of 
llie  last  importance  to  keep  the  public  mind 
correct,  and  to  defeat  the  impressions  sought 
to  be  made  on  it.  Several  members  of  that 
body  entered  the  lists  as  disputants,  and  em- 
ployed their  pens  with  great  ability  and  success, 
as  well  in  serious  argument,  as  in  calling  to 
their  aid  all  the  various  passions  which  on  such 
occasions  influence  the  conduct  of  men.  Much 
use  was  made  of  the  attempt  to  effect  the  object 
of  the  mission  by  corruption;  and  it  was  urg^d 
with  great  force,  that  should  America  now 
break  her  faith  with  France  by  treating  on  the 

*  Some  expressions  having  been  used  in  the  letter  re- 
specting the  convention  troops,  which  were  deemed  dis- 
respectful, no  other  reply  was  made,  than  that  "  congress 
gave  no  answer  to  insolent  letters/' 
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footing  of  dependenoei  she  would  forfeit  all  chap,  x. 
credit  with  foreign  nations,  would  be  eonsi-  1779. 
dered  by  all  as  faithless  and  infamous,  and 
would  lose  the  possibility  of  future  foreign 
aid;  after  which,  the  terms  now  conceded  might 
be  retracted,  and  the  war  recommenced.  To 
these  representations  were  added  the  certainty 
of  so<m  succeeding  in  establishing  completely 
their  independence,  and  the  great  advantages 
to  result  from  such  a  situation.  The  letters 
from  the  commissioners  were  treated  as  mere 
attempts  to  sow  divisions  among  the  people, 
of  which  they  might  afterwards  avail  them* 
selves,  and  thus  effect  by  intrigue,  what  had 
been  found  unattainable  by  arms. 

These  papers  were  read  every  where  with 
avidity,  and  seem  to  have  produced  among  the 
friends  of  the  revolution,  the  full  effect  ex^ 
pected  from  them. 

The  commissioners  appear  still  to  have  che-* 
rished  the  hope,  that  a  complete  knowledge  of 
the  terms  they  had  offered,  and  of  all  their 
transactions  with  congress,  operating  on  the 
total  disappointment  of  the  high  expectations 
which  had  been  formed  of  the  decisive  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  the  fleet  of  D'Estaing, 
would  make  a  great  impression  on  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  American  people.  Before  their 
departure,  they  published  a  manifesto  addressed  Octobers. 
not  only  to  the  members  of  congress,  but  to  all 
the  provincial  assemblies,  and  all  the  inhabL- 
4a2 
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<^^x.  tants  of  the  coloaies  of  whatever  denominatirai, 
1778.    in  which  they  briefly  recapitulated  the  different 
j£«jj^o^  steps  taken  by  them  to  accomplish  the  object 
^w,  and  Qf  the  commission,  and  the  refusal  of  coagres^ 
^^^  even  to  open  a  conference  with  them*     They 
again  set  forth  the  extent  and  beneficial  ten^ 
dcncy  of  the  terms  they  were  empowered  to 
ofier.     Notwithstanding  the  obstructions  they 
had  met  with,   they  declared  their  readiness 
still  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  powers 
contained  in  their  commission,  and  to  treat  not 
.  only  with  deputies  from  all  the  colonies  eon- 
joindy,  but  with  any  provincial  assembly  or 
convention  individually,   at  any  time  within 
the  space  of  forty  days  from  the  date  of  theic 
manifesto*      Then  addressing  themseWes  to 
persons  of  every  description,  whether  in  civile 
military^  or  ecclesiastical  capacities,  or  in  pri- 
vate stations,  and  suggesting  severally  to  the 
consideration  of  each  of  these  classes,    such 
motives  as  might  be   supposed  to  have  the 
greatest  influence,  adjured  them  all  not  to  let 
pass  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of  securing 
their  liberties,  and  their  future  prosperity  and 
happiness,    upon    a    permanent    foundation. 
Tiiey  also  proclaimed  a  general  pardon  for  all 
treasons  and  rebellious  practices  committed  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  date  of  their  mani* 
festo,  to  such  as  should,  within  the  term  of 
forty  days,  withdraw  from  their  opposition  to 
the  British  government,  and  conduct  themselves 
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in  future  as  faithful,  dnd  loyal  subjects ;  de»  chap.x. 
nouDcing  at  the  same  time  the  utmost  vengeance  1 778. 
of  the  British  nation,  against  such  as,  ^fter 
the^e  benevolent  offers,  should  obstinately  per^ 
sist  in  withholding  their  allegiance  from  their 
lawful  sovereign.  That  all  persons  might  be 
enabled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pardon  pro-^ 
claimed  by  the  manifesto,  thirteen  copies  of  it 
were  immediately  executed  under  the  handfi 
and  seals  of  the  commissioners,  one  of  which 
was  transmitted  by  a  flag  of  truce  to  each  state* 
A  vast  number  of  copies  were  printed,  and  en- 
deavours were  used  by  means  of  flags  and 
otherwise,  to  disperse  them  as  extensively  as 
possible  among  the  people. 

On  being  informed  of  this  intention,  con- 
gress, without  hesitation  embraced  the  part 
which  the  government  of  an  independent  nation 
must  ever  feel  itself  bound  to  pursue,  when 
attempts  are  made  to  open  negotiations  with 
other  than  the  constituted  authorities.  They 
declared  the  practice  "to  be  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  utterly  subversive  of  the 
confidence  necessary  for  those  means  which  had 
been  invented  among  civilized  nations  to  allc<» 
viate  the  hiHTors  of  war;  and  therefore,  that 
the  agents  employed  to  distribute  such  papers 
were  not  entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  flag." 
They  recommended  it  to  the  executive  autho*^ 
rities  in  the  respective  states  "to  secure  in 
close  custody  every  person  who,    under  the 
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caiAP.x.  sanction  of  a  flag,  or  otherwise,  was  found 
irrs.  employed  in  circulating  .those  manifestoes," 
At  the  same  time,  to  show  that  these  measures 
were  not  taken  for  the  purpose  of  concealing 
their  conduct  from  their  constituents,  they 
themselves  directed  a  publication  of  the  mani- 
festo in  the  American  papers.  Care,  however, 
was  taken  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by 
comments  made  by  individuals,  calculated  to 
destroy  its  eflfect.  A  vessel  containing  a  cargo 
of  these  papers  being  wrecked  on  the  coast, 
the  officer  and  crew  having  them  in  chax^ 
were  made  prisoners;  and  the  requisition  of 
admiral  Gambler  for  their  release,  in  conse-- 
quence  of  the  privilege  afforded  by  his  flag, 
was  answered  by  a  declaration  that  they  had 
forfeited  that  privilege  by  being  charged  with 
seditious  papers. 

October  30.  Not  loug  after  the  publication  of  the  mani- 
festo  of  the  British  commissioners  a  counter 
manifesto  was  issued  by  congress,  in  which, 
after  touching  on  subjects  which  might  influ- 
ence the  public  mind,  they  ^^  solemnly  declare 
and  proclaim,  that  if  their  enemies  presume'  to 
execute  their  threats,  or  persist  in  their  present 
course  of  barbarity,  they  will  take  such  exem- 
plary vengeance,  as  shall  deter  others  from  a 
like  conduct.  They  appeal  to  that  God  who 
searcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  rectitude 
of  their  intentions;  and  in  his  holy  presence 
declare,  that,  as  they  are  not  moved  by  anj 
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light  and  hasty  suggestions  of  anger  or  revenge,  chap.x. 
so  through  every  change  of  fortune,  they  will    irrs. 
adhere  to  this  their  determination. 

Thus  ended  this  fruitless  attempt  to  restore 
a  connexion  which  had  been  wantonly  broken,  . 
the  re-instatement  of  which  a  variety  of  causes 
had  rendered  impracticable.  With  the  war, 
and  with  their  independence,  a  course  of 
opinions  had  prevailed  in  America,  which  not 
only  rendered  a  reunion  between  the  two 
countries,  under  one  common  sovereign,  ex- 
tremely difficult,  but,  by  substituting  discor- 
dant materials  in  the  place  of  the  cement  which 
had  formerly  bound  them  together,  rendered  , 
such  an  event  undesirable  even  to  the  British 
themselves.  The  time  had  now  come,  when 
the  true  interest  of  that  nation  required  the 
relinquishment  of  an  expensive  war,  the  object 
of  which  was  unattainable,  and  which  if  attained 
must  be  preserved  with  great  difficulty;  and 
the  establishment  of  those  amicable  relations 
which  reciprocal  interests  produce  between 
independent  stales,  capable  by  a  fair  and  equal 
interchange  of  good  offices,  of  being  serviceable 
to  each  other. 

This  opinion,  however,  was  not  yet  embraced 
by  the  cabinet  of  London,  and  great  exertions 
were  yet  to  be  made  for  the  reannexation  of 
North  America  to  the  British  empire.  Even 
the  opposition  was  not  united  against  a  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  on  its  present  ground,  and 
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cHAP.x.  the  earl  of  Chatham^  "wlio  had  endeayonred 
~\77S.  first  to  prevent  the  contest,  and  aftemmrds  to 
produce  conciliation,  closed  a  life,  of  which 
the  splendor  was  unrivalled  among  {Characters 
merely  political,  in  unavailing  efforts  to  pre» 
vent-  that  dismemberment  which  had  now 
become  inevitable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  transactions  with  the 

_j^y^^  commissioners  from  Great  Britain,  the  sieur 
Arrival  of  Girard,  who  had  negotiated  on  the  part  of  his 
minuter  pk-  sovercim  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 

mpotentiary  O 

S??,S^^  United  States,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  the 
character  of  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
most  christian  majesty. 

The  joy  produced  by  this  event  was  un- 
bounded. On  the  first  notice  of  his  being  in 
the  Delaware,  on  his  passage  to  the  residence 
of  congress,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait 

Hisreccptiouon  him,  and  orders  were  given  to  prepare  a 
home  for  his  reception.  He  was  soon  after- 
wards  admitted  to  an  audience  in  the  congress 
hall,  to  which  he  was  conducted  from  his  own 
house,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose.  He  was  received  with  open  doors,  and, 
to  render  the  solemnity  more  impressive,  the 
vice  president  and  members  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
members  of  their  legislature,  were  invited  to 
be  present  at  it.  In  addition,  each  member  of 
congress  was  furnished  with  two  tickets  of 
admittance,  for  such  other  persons  as  he  should 
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choose  to  introduce.  A  semicircle  was  fornied  chap.x. 
by  the  members  within  the  bar  of  the  house,  1778. 
at  one  extremity  of  which  sat  the  president, 
and  at  the  other  the  minister  of  France.  After 
the  forms  prescribed  had  been  passed  through, 
the  committee  again  attended  on  him  to  his 
house,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  a  very  elegant 
entertainment  was  given  him  by  congress,  to 
which  the  public  characters  in  Philadelphia, 
and  several  strangers  of  distitiction,  were 
invited. 

The  reception  of  a  minister  from  the  most 
powerful  prince  in  Europe,  being  amcmg  the 
first  and  most  important  insignia  of  indepen- 
dence, was  alike  new  and  gratifying  to  the 
United  States. 

While  these  diplomatic  concerns  employed 
the  American  cabinet,  and  while  the  war 
seemed  to  languish  on  the  Atlantic,  it  raged 
to  the  west  in  its  most  savage  form. 

A  considerable  degree  of  solicitude  had  ever 
been  felt  by  congress,  to  engage  the  numerous 
tribes  of  Indians  on  the  frontier,  either  to  take 
part  with  them  in  the  war,  or  to  preserve  a 
neutrality.  In  its  first  stages,  many  of  them  gj'SdiiSi"^ 
manifested  a  disposition  not  unfriendly  to  the 
United  States,  but  the  inability  of  the  Ameri- 
can government  to  furnish  them  with  such 
European  articles  as  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
using,  contrasted  with  the  presents  they  re- 
ceived from  Montreal,  and  the  ports  on  the 
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CHAP.  X.  lakes,  soon  decided  them  in  favout'  of  liie 
1778.    enemy.    Early  in  1778,  there  were  many  indi- 
cations of  a  general  disposition  to  make  war  on 
the  United  States,  and  the  frontiers  from  the 
Mohawk  to  the  Ohio  were  threatened  with  the 
tomahawk    and    the    scalping    knife.     Every 
representation   from  that    country   concurred 
in  establishing  the  opinion,  that  a  war  with  the 
Indians  should  never  be  defensive,  and  that  to 
obtain  peace,  it  must  be  carried  into  their 
own  country.  It  was  also  believed  to  be  proved, 
that   the    hostility  already   expierienced,   had 
been  very  much  excited  by  colonel  Hamilton, 
the   governor  of  Detroit,    which   place  was 
understood  to  be  left  in  a  very  defenceless 
condition.     Against  Detroit  therefore,  an  ex- 
pedition  was  resolved  on  by  congress.  General 
June  11.    Mcintosh,  who  had  been  appointed  by  general 
Washington  to  succeed  general  Hand,*  com- 
manded  at  Pittsburg.    He  was  directed  to  pre- 
pare  for  carrying  on  the  expedition  with  three 
thousand  men,  of  whom  Virginia  was  desired 
to  furnish  from  her  militia  such  number,  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred,  as  the 
board  of  war,    or  general  Mcintosh  should 
require.  To  facilitate  the  success  of  tliis  enter- 


♦  He  had  been  recalled  at  his  own  request,  because  the 
disputes  between  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  r^pectii^ 
territory,  rendered  it  necessary  that  some  more  impartial 
person  than  a  citizen  of  either  state  should  command  at 
that  station. 
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prise,  and  the  sooner  to  reduce  the  hostile  chap.x. 
tribes  to  submission,  another  was  resolved  on  1778. 
from  the  Mohawk  river,  into  the  country  of 
the  Senecas.  Major  general  Gates,  or  the 
officer  commanding  on  the  east  of  the  Hudson, 
was  desired  to  take  measures  to  carry  this 
resolution  into  execution;  and  the  commis- 
sioners for  Indian  affairs  at  Albany,  were  di- 
rected to  co-operate  with  him. 

Unfortunately,  .the  acts  of  the  government 
did  not  correspond  with  the  vigour  of  its  reso- 
lutions. Expeditions  to  be  carried  on  princi- 
pally by  militia,  through  the  agency  of  distinct 
governments,  can  seldom  receive  that  promp- 
titude and  energy  in  their  execution,  which 
will  ensure  them  success.  The  necessary  pre- 
parations were  not  made,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  frontiers  remained  insufficiently  pro- 
tected, until  the  plans  against  them  were  ma- 
tured and  the  storm,  which  had  been  long 
gathering,  burst  upon  them  with  a  fury  which 
spread  desolation  wherever  it  reached. 

The  scene  of  greatest  misery  and  suffering 
was  Wyoming.  This  is  a  tract  of  country 
lying  on  both  sides  of  the  Susquehannah,  which 
was  claimed  by  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  settled  by  emigrants  from  the  former 
of  those  states,  who  were  said  to  have  purchased 
the  land  from  the  Indian  proprietors.  This 
settlement,  which  had  flourished  in  a  remark- 
able degree,  contained  upwards  of  a  thousand 
4b  2 
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.  cHAP,x.  families,  and  had  furnished,  it  is  said,  neatly 
1 7T8.  that  number  of  soldiers  to  the  Continental  army, 
besides  garrisons  for  the  forts  they  had  erected 
in  their  country  for  their  own  security.  Un- 
fortunately, they  had  not  been  exempted  firom 
those  political  divisions,  which,  carried  to  an 
excess,  poison  the  source  of  all  human  felicity, 
destroy  those  sweet  affections  which  attach 
members  of  the  same  family  to  each  other,  and 
plant  the  most  deadly  hate,  where  nature,  or 
early  habits,  had  sown  the  seeds  of  harmony 
and  love. 

While  the  great  body  of  the  •  setdement 
joined  their  countrymen  in  the  existing  contest, 
and  manifested  a  degree  of  zeal  equal  to  that 
which  was  displayed  in  any  other  part  of  the 
union,  some  few  adhered  to  the  royal  cause. 
Encouraged  by  their  distance  from  the  military 
force  of  the  nation,  and  stimulated  perhaps  by 
their  neighbours  in  Canada,  they  did  not  cim- 
ceal  their  motives  or  their  objects;  and,  having 
experienced  what  they  deemed  severity,  many 
of  them  were  induced  at  an  early  period  of  the 
war,  to  take  refuge  among  the  neighboiiring 
Indians,  or  at  the  posts  occupied  by  the  British. 
Their  numbers  gradually  increased,  uid  their 
resentments  sustained  no  diminution.  At  their 
head  was  a  colonel  John  Butler,  the  cousin 
of  colonel  Zebulon  Butler,  the  gentleman 
who  was  first  in  command  in  the  militia  of 
Wyoming. 
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The  commencement  of  the  year  had  fiir-  chap.x. 
niafaed  numerous  indications  of  hostile  designs  1778. 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  but,  as  the  time 
approached  when  the  great  blow  they  medi- 
tated  was  to  be  given,  the  cunning  policy  of 
increasing  its  efiect,  by  lulling  into  security 
those  against  whom  it  was  to  be  directed,  was 
successfully  resorted  to.  Several  messengers 
came  in  from  the  hostile  tribes,  charged  with 
assurances  of  their  peaceful  dispositions,  and 
Butler  himself,  in  a  numerous  assemblage  of 
savages,  declared  in  their  peculiar  language, 
that  he  was  about  to  withdraw  to  Detroit,  ^^bis 
band  being  too  short  to  do  any  thing  this  year.*' 
Their  designs,  however,  were  penetrated;  and 
it  is  said  that  letters  were  dispatched  to  con- 
gress, and  to  the  general,  stating  the  dangers 
which;  threatened  that  frontier.  l*hese  letters 
were  unfcHtunately  intercepted  by  the  tories  of 
Pennsylvania.  Meanwiule,  the  inhabitants, 
fOT  their  security,  took  refuge  in  their  forts. 

On  the  first  of  July,  a  body  supposed  to  be 
nearly  sixteen  hundred  strong,  composed  of 

about  three  hundred  Indians,  led  by  their  own 

chiefs,  and  a  number  of  tories  painted  like    J^ty- 
Indians,  under  the  comniand  of  colonel  John  £oJ?ne»  John 

'  Butler,  wit]) 

Butler,  broke  into  the  Wyoming  settlement,  J.S«J/ 
and  obtained  easy  possession  of  one  of  the  dli^v'y^t^ 

srtticmeiu. 

two  upper  forts,  which  being  garrisoned,  as 
is  alleged,  chiefly  by  concealed  tories,  was 
delivered  up  without  opposition.  The  other 
was  taken. 
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cHAP.x.  The  two  principal  forts,  Kingston  aud 
1778.  Wilkesbaire,  were  nedr  each  other,  on  oppo- 
site  sides  of  the  river.  Colonel  Zebulon 
Butler  marched  into  Kingston  with  the  greatest 
part  of  the  armed  force  of  the  country,  and  a 
number  of  women  and  children  took  refuge  in 
RiatrndKrythe  samc  placc.  After  rejecting  a  summons  to 
^^  surrender,  he  proposed  a  parley,  and  a  place 
at  some  distance  from  the  fort  was  agreed  on 
for  a  meeting  of  the  chiefs.  He  marched  out 
with  four  hundred  men  to  the  place  appointed, 
^here  no  person  was  found  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy;  but  at  a  still  greater  distance  from  the 
fort,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  a  flag  was  ex- 
hibited, which  retired  as  he  approached  as  if 
apprehensive  of  danger  from  die  Americans. 
Colonel  Butler  continued  to  advance  until  he 
found  himself  almost  enveloped  by  the. enemy, 
who  rose  and  fired  on  him.  Notwithstanding 
the  effect  to  be  expected  from  such  circum- 
stances, his  troops  displayed  such  a  degree  of 
firmness,  and  acquitted  themselves  with  so 
much  resolution,  tiiat  the  advantage  was  rather 
on  their  side;  when  a  soldier,  eidier  through 
treachery,  or  cowardice,  cried  out  ^^  the  colonel 
has  ordered  a  retreat."  Immediate  confusion 
was  succeeded  by  a  total  route.  The  troops 
fled  towards  the  river  which  they  endeavoured 
to  pass,  in  order  to  enter  fort  Wilkesbarre. 
The  enemy  pursued  "  with  the  fury  of  devils;" 
and  of  the  four  hundred  who  had  marched  out 
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on  this  unfortunate  parley,  only  about  twenty  chaf.x, 
escaped.     Fort  Kingston  was  immediately  in-    irrs. 
vested,  and  to  increase  the  terror  of  the  garri- 1 


betiegedby 

son,  and  impress  on  them  the  horrors  of  their  «»»«»n*«»^ 
situation,  the  green  and  bleeding  scalps  of  their 
murdered  countrymen  were  sent  in  for  their 
inspection. 

Colonel  Zebulon  Butler  having  withdrawn 
himself  and  his  family  down  the  river,  colonel 
Dennison,  the  commanding  officer,  went  out 
wit|i  a  flag  to  inquire  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  besiegers,  what  terms  would  be  allowed 
the  garrison,  on  surrendering  the  fort?  uniting 
to  Spartan  brevity  more  than  cannibal  ferocity, 
this  tutored  savage  answered  in  two  words 
"the  hatchet."^ 

Having  lost  great  part  of  his  garrison,  being  samoden, 
unable  to  hold  out  longer,  and  not  supposing  JJS>iS^ 
it  possible  that  the  unresisting  could  be  coolly  ^'°'^=''"^- 
and  deliberately  massacred,  colonel  Dennison    J^r^- 
surrendered  at  discretion.     He  misunderstood 
the  character  of  those  into  whose  hands  he  had 
fallen.     The  threat  of  Butler  was  executed 
with  scrupulous  punctuality.     After  selecting 
a  few  prisoners,  the  great  body  of  the  people 
in  the  fort  were  inclosed  in  the  houses,  fire 
was  applied  to  them,  and  they  were  consumed 
together.* 


^  Gordon, 0..Rdmiay.  *  Ibid% 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


560  TOUMf,  OF 

cMAF.x.       Butler  then  passed  over  to  WilkesbarrCy 

1778.    which    was    surrendered  without   resistance 

witkeOmrTfi  This  effort  to  mollify  the  revengeful  fury  which 

«kS'^"  governed  him  was  unavailing.  The  Continental 

•amcfate.     soldltrSy  amountlog  to  about  seventy,  were 

hacked  to  pieces.     The  remaining  men,  with 

the  women  and  children,  shared  the  fate  of  their 

brethren  in  Kingston.     They  perished  in  the 

flames. 

All  show  of  resistance  was  now  terminated, 
but  the  ruin  contemplated  was  not  yet  complete. 
Sf^ien  ^^^  three  thousand  persons  had  escaped.  Fly- 
i.iwyo„iiag.jjQg  without  money,  clothes,  or  food,  they 
sought  for  safety  in  the  interior  country.  To 
prevent  their  returning,  every  thing  remaining 
behind  them  was  doomed  to  destruction.  Fire 
and  the  sword  were  alternately  applied ;  and  all 
the  houses  and  improvements  which  the  labour 
of  years  liad  provided,  as  well  as  every  living 
animal  which  could  be  found,  were  destroyed. 
The  settlements  of  the  tories  alone  were  pre- 
served.  **  They  appeared,"  says  mr.  GordcHi, 
^^  as  islands  in  the  midst  of  surrounding  ruin.'' 
Some  peculiar  instances  of  barbarity  have 
been  related,  in  the  details  given  of  this  expe* 
dition,  at  which  human  nature  recoils.  Parents 
were  murdered  by  their  children,  and  brothers 
and  sisters  fell  by  the  hands  of  brothers.  Of 
such  crimes  are  we  capable,  when  the  torch  of 
civil  discord  is  once  lighted  among  us,  and  all 
the  endearing  social  ties  which  sweeten  life  are 
m^de  to  yield  to  political  fury ! 
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The  incursions  of  irregulars  may  be  often  chap.x. 
repeated,    but  are   seldom  of  long  duration,     irrs. 
The  invaders  of  Wyoming  withdrew  from  the  ^ 

country  they  had  laid  waste,  before  the  arrival  J 

of  the  continental  troops  which  were  detached  * 

to  meet  them. 

To  cover  every  part  of  the  United  States 
from  the  ravages  of  their  enemies,  would  have 
requjired  forces  infinitely  more  numerous  than 
they  could  raise.  Different  districts  were 
therefore  unavoidably  exposed  to  all  the  calami- 
ties  ever  to  be  experienced  by  those  into  the 
bosom  of  whose  country  war  is  carried.  Fa- 
tigued and  worn  out  by  perpetual  calls  into  the 
field,  the  militia  every  where  required  to  be 
relieved  and  protected  by  continental  troops. 
Their  applications  were  necessarily  resisted, 
and  the  regular  regiments  distributed  in  such 
manner  as,  on  a  general  view  of  the  situation 
of  the  whole,  would  best  promote  the  great 
object  of  the  contest.  The  sufierings  of  the 
western  frontier,  however,  were  now  such,  and 
the  danger  which  threatened  it  was  so  immi- 
nent, that  it  became  necessary  to  spare  for  its 
defence,  a  more  considerable  portion  of  the 
army,  than  had  been  allotted  to  that  part  of  the 
union,  since  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  Colo- 
nel Hartley's  regiment,  aod  two  companies  of 

militia,  were  ordered,  on  the  first  intelligence  of  ^Jfrifl. 
the  destruction  of  Wyoming,  to  repair  thither, 
and  afford  all  the  protection  in. their  power,  to 

VOL.  III.  4  c 
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cHAP.x,  the  country  generally.  The  colonel  set  out  on 
177^.  an  expedition  against  the  Indian  towns,  some 
of  which  he  destroyed,  and  made  some  prison- 
ers;  but  on  hearing  that  they  were  collecting 
in  very  great  force,  he  thought  it  advisable  to 
retreat.  His  rear  was  attacked  with  qiirit,  but 
his  troops  behaved  so  well  lliat  the  assailants 
were  repulsed  with  loss.  The  4th  Pennsylvania 
regiment,  raised  in  the  western  frontier  of  that 
state  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel 
William  Butler,  a  partisan  of  great  merit,  and 
the  remnant  of  Morgan's  rifle  corps,  led  by 
major  Posey,  were  also  detached  to  the  imme- 
diate assistance  of  the  distressed  people,  and 
took  a  positicMi  at  Schoharie,  a  small  village  on 
a  river  of  that  name,  which  runs  into  the  Mo« 
liawk.     With  his  oontinental  troops,  assisted 

October,  by  about  thirty  rangers,  colonel  Butler  entered 
the  enemy's  country;  and>  after  a  march  at- 
tended with  infinite  labour  and  difficulty  in 
crossing  high  mountains  and  deep  waters,  pe- 
netrated as  far  as  their  towns  at  Unandilla  and 
Anaquaqua^  which,  with  a  considerable  quan- 
tity  of  corn,  laid  up  for  their  winter's  supply, 
he  entirely  destroyed.  Having  effected  this 
service,  he  returned  to  Schc^iarie,  without 
having  been  able  to  fall  in  with  any  party  of 
the  enemy* 

*  The  head  quarters  of  the  celebrated  colonel  Brandt, 
an  Indian  chief  of  the  half  breed,  distinguished  for  his 
courage  and  cruelty. 
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The  expedition  of  lieutenant  colonel  Butler  chap.  x. 
had  rendered  some  service  to  the  western  1778. 
inhabitants.  Though  the  numbers  of  the  enemy 
had  not  been  diminished,  they  had  been  com* 
pelled  by  the  loss  of  their  towns  and  provisions, 
to  withdraw  to  a  greater  distance  from  the 
frontiers,  and,  of  consequence,  their  future 
incursions  would  be  rendered  more  difficult. 
Pending  these  transactions,  congress  received 
a  letter  from  colonel  Hartley,  giving  an  account 
of  his  expedition,  and  informing  them  that  the 
enemy  were  fortifying  at  Chemung,  a  large 
settlement  about  twelve  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Cayuga,  a  river  emptying  into  the 
Susquehanna;  at  which  place,  a  large  body 
of  tories  was  collected.  Chemung  and  Nia-- 
gara  were  represented  to  be  the  principal  places 
of  rendezvous  ibr  those  tories  who  could  not 
reach  the  city  of  New  York.  A  resolution 
was  immediately  passed,  directing  general 
Washington  to  take  measures  for  preventing 
the  enemy  from  occupying  a  post  at  Chemung, 
and  for  repelling  the  invasions  of  the  savages 
on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and 
Pennsylvania.  ' 

The  season  of  the  year  had  now  come  on, 
when  the  frequent  rains  swell  the  waters  of 
that  country,  so  as  to  render  them  impassable; 
in  addition  to  which,  it  was  impossible,  unless 
the  roads  should  be  opened,  to  transport  artiU 
lery,  without  which,  any  attempt  on  the  fortiE- 
4c  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


564  THE  LIFE  OF 

CHAP.  X.  cation  must  be  unsuccessfuL  These  difficulties, 
\77B.  which  had  escaped  the  attention  of  congress, 
were  adverted  to  by  the  commander  in  chief- 
He  however  took  immediate  measures  for  exe- 
cuting the  resolution,  should  it  be  practicable, 
and  for  that  purpose,  put  Clinton's  brigade  in 
motion.  Apprehensive  however  that  the  season 
of  the  year  must  necessarily  defeat  the  expedi- 
tion, a  council  of  general  officers  was  called  at 
Albany,  consisting  of  generals  Schuyler,  Hand, 
and  Clinton,  at  which  governor  Clinton  also 
assisted,  who  unanimously  declared  against  it. 
Their  opinion  was  transmitted  to  congress,  and 
November,  thc  cxpcditiou  laid  aside  for  the  present  cam- 
paign. 

Before  the  expedition  against  Chemung  was 
GoioneiAiden  relinquished,  a  body  of  about  five  hundred  men 
Smrifhi.  composed  of  Indians,  tories,  and  a  few  regulars, 
party  kiued  ^roke  into  the  Cherry  valley  settlement,  where 
colonel  Alden  was  posted  with  a  continental 
regiment.  A  sergeant  with  a  small  patrol  was 
cut  6fr,  in  consequence  of  which  the  colonel 
was  completely  surprised.  In  attempting  to  gain 
the  fort,  he  was  killed,  with  ten  of  his  soldiers; 
and  the  lieutenant  colonel,  and  two  subaltern 
officers,  were  made  prisoners.  The  fort  was 
then  assaulted;  but  a  resolute  defence  being 
made,  and  it  being  understood  that  assistance 
was  approaching,  the  enterprise  was  abandoned; 
and  this  party,  after  having  repeated  the  horrors 
practiced  in  Wyoming,  retired  out  of  the  set- 
tlement. 
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While  -the  frontiers  of  New  York  and  Penn-  chap,  x. 
sylvania  were  thus  suffering  the  calamities  1778. 
incident  to  savage  warfare,  a  fate  equally  severe 
seems  to  have  been  destined  for  Virginia.  The 
western  militia  of  that  state^  had  made  some 
successful  incursions  into  the  country  north- 
.  west  of  the  Ohio,  and  had  taken  some  British 
posts  on  the  Mississippi.  These,  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature,  were  erected  into  a  county, 
called  the  county  of  the  Illinois ;  and  a  regiment 
of  infantry  with  a  troop  of  cavalry,  to  be  com- 
manded by  colonel  George  Rogers  Clarke,  a 
gentleman  whose  great  courage,  uncommon 
hardihood,  and  capacity  for  Indian  warfare, 
had  given  him  repeated  success  in  enterprises 
against  the  savages,  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
cruited for  its  protection. 

This  corps  was  divided  into  several  detach- 
ments, the  principal  of  which  remained  with 
colonel  Clarke  at  Kaskaskias.  Colonel  Hamilton 
the  governor  of  Detroit,  who  was  understood 
to  have  been  extremely  active  in  fomenting 
Indian  hostility,  was  at  St.  Vincents,  with 
about  six  hundred  men,  principally  Indians, 
projecting  an' expedition,  first  against  the  post 
at  Kaskaskias,  and  then  up  the  Ohio  to  Pitts- 
burg; after  which,  he  proposed  to  desolate  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia ;  when  Clarke  anticipated 
and  defeated  }\is  design  by  one  of  those  bold 
and  decisive  measures,  which,  whether  formed 
on  a  great,  or  a  small  scale,  with  many  thou- 
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cBAv.t.  sand,  or  a  few  hundred  troops,  mark  the  mili- 
]778«    tary  and  ent€!rprising  genius  of  the  man  who 
plans  and  executes  them. 

Clarke  was  too  far  removed  from  the  inha- 
bited country  to  hope  for  support,  and  was  too 
weak  to  expect  to  maintain  Kaskaskias  and  the 
Illinois  against  the  regular  force,  aided  by  the 
whole  body  of  Indians  from  the  lakes  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  by  whom  he  was  to  be 
attacked  at  the  first  commencement  of  the  sea- 
son for  action.  Yet  he  made  every  preparation 
in  his  power  for  defence.  While  thus  em- 
ployed,  he  received  unquestionable  information 
from  a  Spanish  merchant,  that  Hamilton,  who 
supposed  himself  to  be  in  a  state  of  perfect  se- 
curity  at  St.  Vincents,  had  detached  his  Indians 
to  block  up  the  Ohio,  and  to  harass  the  fron- 
tiers,  reserving  at  the  post  he  occupied,  only 
about  eighty  regular  troops,  with  three  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  some  swivels,  mounted.  Clarke 
1779.  at  once  resolved  to  seize  this  favourable  mo- 
^*^''"'^'  ment  for  preserving  himself  from  the  impending 
danger.  He  detached  a  small  galley  which  he 
had  fitted  out,  mounting  two  four  pounders, 
and  four  swivels,  manned  with  a  company  of 
soldiers;  and  having  on  board  stores  for  his 
troops,  with  orders  to  force  her  way  up  the 
Wabash,  and  take  her  station  a  few  miles 
below  St.  Vincents;  permitting  nothing  what* 
ever  to  pass  her.  Having  made  this  arrange- 
ment,  he  set  out  in  the  depth  of  winter  with 
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<3ne  hundred  and  thirty  men,  the  whole  force  chap.jc 
he  could  collect,  to  march. across  the  country    1779, 
from   Kaskaskias   to  St.  Vincents.      On  this 
march,    through  the  woods,    and   over  high 
waters,   sixteen  days  were  employed.     They 
were  five  days  crossing  the  drowned  lands  of 
the  Wabash,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort, 
and  were  under  the  necessity  of  wading  about 
five  miles  in  water  frequently  up  to  the  breast. 
After  subduing  these  difficulties,   which  had 
been  supposed  insurmountable,  this  little  party  coiond 
appeared  beftire  the  town,  which  was  completely  surprbes 

.1  ,  1-1  1  1  -       St.Vinc«itt. 

surprised,  and  readily  consented  to  change  its  J^SSJf  o/SI^ 
master.  Hamilton  defended  the  fort  a  short 
time,  and  then  surrendered  himself  and  his 
garrison  prisoners  of  war«  With  a  few  of  his 
immediate  agents  and  counsellors,  who  had 
been  instrumental  in  the  savage  barbarities  he 
had  encouraged,  he  was  by  order  of  the  execu- 
tive of  Virginia  put  in  irons  and  confined  in  a 
jail. 

This  small  expedition  was  very  important  in 
its  consequences.  It  entirely  broke  the  plan 
which  threatened  to  pour  destruction,  the 
ensuing  campaign,  on  the  whole  country  west 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains;  it  detached  from 
the  British  interest  very  many  of  those  nume- 
rous tribes  of  Indians  south  of  the  waters  im* 
mediately  communicating  with  the  great  lakes; 
and  had,  most  probably,  a  material  influence 
in  fixing  the  western  boundary  of  the  United 
States. 
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CHAP.  X.  We  have  already  seen  that  congress,  actuated 
1779.  by  their  wishes  rather  than  governed  by  *a 
temperate  calculation  of  the  means  in  their 
possession,  had,  in  the  preceding  winter, 
without .  consulting  the  commander  in  chief, 
planned  a  second  invasion  of  Canada,  to  be 
conducted  by  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette,  and 
that  as  the  generals  only  were  got  in  readiness 
for  this  expedition,  it  was  necessarily  laid 
aside.  The  design,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  suspended,  not  totally  abandoned.  The 
alliance  with  France,  by  rendering  success 
rather  more  possible,  revived  the  latent  wish 
to  annex  that  extensive  territory  to  the  United 
States.  Ambition,  though  an  essential  motive,, 
was  by  no  means  the  single  one,  which  per- 
suaded  the  government  to  this  enterprise.  By 
obtaining  possession  of  Canada,  not  only  the 
dominions  of  the  United  States  would  be 
greatly  extended  and  other  considerable  ad- 
vantages secured,  but  the  cause  of  a  perpetual 
and  terrible  savage  war  would  be  entirely  re- 
moved ;  and  a  lasting  peace  to  their  northern  and 
western  frontiers  completely  secured.  The  con- 
quest of  Canada,  therefore,  was  an  object  at  all 
times  contemplated  with  extreme  solicitude. 
congrn.  Aftcr  thc  War  had  commenced  bet^veen 
toaSSk*    France  and  Great  Britain,  that  favourite  sub- 

Canada^  and 

BrltiS'^-  J^^^  w^  again  taken  up  in  congress;  an4, 
N?^  ^  towards  autumn,  a  plan  was  completely  digested 
^^°^"^     for  a  combined  attack  to  be  made  by  the  tallied 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  559 

forces  of  France  and  the  United  States,  on  all  chap.x. 
tiie  British  dominions  on  the  continent,  and  1779. 
on  the  adjacent  islands  of  Cape  Breton  and 
Newfoundland.  This  plan  was  matured  about 
the  time  the  marquis  de  La  Fayette  obtained 
leave  to  return  to  his  own  country,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  transmitted  by  that  nobleman  to 
doctor  Franklin,  the  minister  of  ^  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  with  instruc- 
tions to  induce,  if  possible,  the  French  cabinet 
to  accede  to  it.  Some  communications  were 
also  made,  resi>ecting  this  subject,  to  the 
marquis,  whose  influence  in  securing  its  adop- 
tion by  his  own  government,  was  greatly  relied 
on;  and,  in  October,  it  was  for  the  first  time 
transmitted  to  general  Washington,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  enclose  it  by  the  marquis 
de  La  Fayette  with  his  observations  on  it,  to 
doctor  Franklin. 

This  very  extensive  plan  for  the  military 
operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  prepared 
entirely  in  the  cabinet,  without  consulting,  so 
&r  as  is  known,  a  single  military  character, 
consisted  of  a  variety  of  parts. 

It  was  resolved  to  march,  as  early  as  the 
first  of  June,  two  separate  detachments,  consist- 
ing,  each  of  fifteen  hundred  infantry  and  one 
hundred  cavalry,  from  Pittsburgh  and  Wyo- 
ming, against  Detroit  and  Niagara.  The 
object  of  these  corps  was  to  be  openly  avowed, 
and  they  were  to  destroy  the  towns  belonging 
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cHAP.x.  to  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  lying  in  their 

1779.    route.     The  troops  marching  from  Wyoming 

against  Niagara,  were  to  be  met  at  Anaquaqua^ 

by  a  re-enforcement  of  fifteen  hundred  men  to 

be  collected  at  Schenectady. 

A  body  of  troops  were  to  be  stationed  on  the 
•  Mohawk,  during  the  winter,  for  the  purpose 

of  preparing  every  material  necessary  for  build- 
ing vessels.  They  were  to  be  re-cnforced 
early  in  the  spring  by  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  were  to  take  possession  of 
Oswego;  to  launch  the  vessels  constructed  of 
the  materials  to  be  prepared  during  the  winter; 
to  secure  the  navigation  of  lake  Ontario;  and 
to  make  excursions  towards  Niagara,  for  the 
purpose  of  alarming  the  Indian  nations,  and 
facilitating  the  military  operations  in  that 
quarter. 

Several  regiments  were  to  be  cantoned  along 
the  upper  parts  of  Connecticut  river,  to  be 
recruited  during  the  winter,  so  as  to  form  a 
body  of  five  thousand  regular  troops.  Their 
destination  was  to  be  kept  a  profound  secret, 
and  they  were  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  the 
way  of  the  river  Francis,  at  the  mouth  of 
which  a  post  was  to  be  established,  and  from 
thence  their  attention  was  to  be  immediately 
turned  to  the  reduction  of  Montreal,  St.  Johns, 
and  the  north  end  of  lake  Champlain. 

These  objects    being   accomplished,    they 
.  were  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  designed  to 
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gain  the  navigation  of  lake  Ontario ;  but  as  it  chap,  x. 
would  be  necessary  to  be  guarded  against  any  1779-. 
possible  attack  from  Quebec,  they  could  afford 
but  feeble  aid  to  the  operations  in  that  quarter. 
It  was  supposed,  however,  that  a  detachment  of 
two  thousand  men  might  be  spared  for  this 
object.  These,  with  as  many  Canadians  as 
would  join  them,  were  to  proceed  up  Cadaroqui 
and  take  a  post  defensible  by  about  three  hun- 
dred  nien,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  lake  Ontario. 
They'  were  then  to  unite  with  the  troops 
stationed  at  Oswego,  and  leaving  a  garrison  at 
that  place,  march  to  Niagara,  where  they 
were  also  to  be  joined  by  the  detachment 
ordered  against  Detroit. 

Thus  far,  America  could  proceed  unaided 
by  her  ally.  But,  this  object  being  accom- 
plished, another  campaign  would  still  be  neces- 
sary  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec.  To  carry 
this  on,  the  army  must  be  wintered  in  Canada; 
and,  in  the  mean-time,  the.  garrison  of  Quebec 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  largely  re-en- 
forced.  The  difficulties  and  dangers  resulting 
from  this  circumstance  wore  so  serious  an 
aspect,  as  to  render  it  questionable  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  relinquish  the  enter- 
prise on  an  enlarged  scale,  and  to  limit  them- 
selves to  partial  expeditions,  unless  France 
could  be  induced  to  take  a  part  in  it, 
4d2 
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CHAP.  X.  The  conquest  of  Quebec,  and  of  Halifiuc, 
1779.  was  supposed  to  be  an  object  of  so  much  im- 
portance both  to  France  and  the  United  States, 
that  her  aid  must  be  solicited  to  effect  it- 
It  was  proposed  that  from  four  to  five  thou- 
sand French  troops  should  sail  from  Brest  in 
the  beginning  of  May,  under  convoy  of  four 
ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates.  Their  des- 
tination was  to  be  avowed,  but  they  were  to 
be  clothed  as  if  for  service  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  thick  clothes  were  to  be  sent  after  them  in 
August.  By  the  middle  of  August,  it  was 
supposed  the  conquest  of  Canada  might  be  so 
far  completed,  that  Halifax  might  be  invested 
by  the  ships.  A  considerable  body  of  Ameri- 
can troops  might  be  spared  for  that  service; 
and,  if  Halifax  should  fall  by  the  beginning,  or 
middle  of  October,  the  army  might  either 
proceed  immediately  against  Newfoundland,  or 
remain  in  garrison  until  the  spring,  when  the 
conquest  of  that  place  might  be  completed. 

It  had  been  supposed  probable  that  the  far- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  continent 
of  America  would  be  abandoned  by  the  Eng- 
lish;  in  which  case,  the  government  would 
have  at  its  disposal  a  respectable  force,  the 
advantageous  employment  of  which  had  en* 
gaged  in  part  the  attention  of  the  commander 
in  chief.  He  had  contemplated  an  expedition 
against  the  British  posts  in  upper  Canada,  as  a 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  573 

measure  which  might  be  eventually  eligible,  chap,  x. 
and  which  might  usefully  employ  the  arms  of  1779. 
the  United  States,  if  their  troops  might  safely 
be  withdrawn  from  the  seaboard.  He  had, 
however,  considered  every  object  of  this  sort  as 
contingent,  to  be  pursued,  or  abandoned 
according  to  circumstances.  To  be  prepared 
for  a  state  of  things,  should  it  arrive,  in  which 
offensive  war  might  be  prosecuted  without  risk- 
ing too  much,  he  had  taken  proper  measures 
to  inform  himself  of  the  state  of  the  garrisons 
and  fortified  places  in  Canada,  and  of  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  attending  the  different 
routes  into  that  country.  He  had  estimated 
the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  such  an 
enterprise,  and  had  found  them  so  considerable, 
as  to  balance  on  the  extent  which  might  safely 
be  given  to  such  an  expedition,  admitting  the 
United  States  to  be  evacuated  by  the  British 
armies. 

In  this  state  of  mind,  he  received  the  mag- 
nificent plan  already  decided  on  by  congress, 
which,  with  his  comments  on  it,  was  to  be 
delivered  to  a  French  nobleman,  and  also  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  American  minister  at  the 
court  of  Versailles.  He  was  forcibly  struck 
with  the  absolute  impracticability  of  executing 
that  part  of  it,  which  was  to  be  undertaken  by 
the  United  States,  if  the  enemy  should  con- 
tinue in  their  country;  and  with  the  serious 
mischief  which  would  result  to  the  common 
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cKAP.au  cause,  as  well  from  diverting  so  considerable 
1778.  a  part  of  the  French  force  from  other  objects, 
to  one  which  was  in  his  opinion  so  unpromis- 
ing, as  from  the  ill  impression  which  would  be 
niade  on  the  French  court  and  nation  by  the 
total  failure  of  the  American  government  to 
execute  their  part  of  a  plan  originating  with 
themselves ;  a  failure  which  would  most  pro- 
bably sacrifice  the  force  employed  in  it  by  their 
ally." 

On  taking  a  serious  review  of  the  naval 
force  of  England,  and  of  France,  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  the  former  appeared 
•  to  him  to  maintain  a  decided  syperiority,  and 
must  consequently  possess  the  ability  of  shut- 
ting up  the  ships  of  the  latter  which  should  be 
trusted  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
whence  it  would  be  almost  impracticable  to 
escape.  Not  to  avail  themselves  of  this  supe- 
riority on  such  an  occasion,  would  arg^e  a 
blind  infatuation,  or  ignorance  of  the  plans  of 
their  adversary,  which  could  not  safely  be  as- 
sumed in  calculations  of  such  serious  import. 

A  plan  too,  consisting  of  so  many  parts,  to 
be  prosecuted  both  from  Europe  and  America, 

Gaerai       bv  laud  aud  by  water,  which,  to  be  successful, 

Washington  .         ,  ,  ,  .  . 

;ig»j^^  required  such  a  harmonious  co-operation  of  the 

^^^         whole,  such  a  perfect  coincidence  of  events, 

appeared  to  him  to  be  exposed  to  too  many 

accidents,    to  risk  upon  it  interests  of  such 

high  value. 
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In  a  very  long  and  very  serious  letter  to  ohap.x. 
congress,  he  apologized  for  not  obeying  their  IT7«. 
orders  in  delivering  the  plan  with  his  observa- 
tions on  it  to  the  marquis ;  and  entering  into  a 
perfect  investigation  of  all  its  parts,  he  demon- 
strated the  mischiefs  and  the  dangers  with 
which  jt  was  replete.  This  letter  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  congress. 

Their  report  admits  the  force  t)f  the  reasons 
urged  by  the  commander  in  chief  against  the 
expedition,  and  the  conviction  of  the  committee 
that  nothing  important  could  be  attempted, 
unless  the  enemy  should  evacuate  the  posts 
they  held  in  the  United  States :  and  that,  even 
in  that  event,  the  present  plan  was  far  too 
complex. 

Men,  however,  recede  slowly  and  with  diffi- 
culty  from  favourite  and  flattering  projects  once 
resolved  on ;  and  the  committee  in  their  report, 
proceeded  to  state  their  opinion*  that  such 
evacuation  would  probably  take  place  before 
the  active  part  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  They 
therefore  conceived  that  eventual  measures 
ought  to  be  taken  for  the  expedition. 

Members  of  congress  probably  felt,  in  some 
degree,  committed  by  the  conversations  which 
had  been  held  on  this  subject  with  La  Fayette, 
and  with  the  minister  of  France.  It  was  pro- 
bably supposed  by  no  means  impossible  that 
the  measures  already  taken  had  inclined  the 
cabinet  of  Versailles  to  engage  in  the  enterprise. 
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catAP.x,  This  seems  to  have  been  in  view,  when,  in 
irrs.  the  conclusion  of  their  report,  the  committee 
expressed  their  opinion  to  be  "  that  the  question 
whether  any,  and  what  force  can  or  will  be  sent 
for  the  emancipation  of  Quebec,  by  his  most 
christian  majesty,  must  depend .  on  circunu 
stances  and  situations  which  cannot  at  present 
be  known  on  this  side  the  Atlantic ;  but  they 
conceive  it  will  be  in  his  power  to  operate 
with  effect  for  that  purpose,  and  as  well  from 
the  importance  of  the  object,  as  from  his  for- 
mer exertions  in  favour  of  these  states,  they 
doubt  not  but  in  such  case  he  will  readily  afford 
his  assistance. 

"That  they  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
general  should  be  directed  to  write  to  the  mar- 
quis  de  La  Fayette  upon  that  subject;  and  also, 
to  write  to  the  minister  of  these  states  at  the 
court  of  Versailles  very  fully,  to  the  end  that 
eventual  measures  may  be  taken,  in  case  an  ar- 
mament should  be  sent  from  France  to  Quebec, 
for  co-operating  therewith  to  the  utmost  degree 
which  the  finances  and  resources  of  these  states 
will  admit. 

This  report  also  was  approved  by  congress, 
and  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief. 
He  felt  himself  in  no  small  degree  embarrassed 
by  it.  All  his  objections  to  the  project  framed 
by  congress  remained  in  full  force;  yet,  he 
found  himself  called  on  to  open  a  correspon- 
dence for  the  purposes  of  soliciting  the  con- 
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currcncc  of  France  in  an  expedition  he  disap-  chap,  x. 
proved,  and  of  promising  a  co-operation  he    1779, 
believed  to  be  impracticable.     In  reply  to  this 
communication,  he  said,  "the  earnest  desire  I 
have  strictly  to  comply,  in  every  instance,  with 
the  views  and  instructions  of  congress,  cannot 
but  make  me  feel  the  greatest  uneasiness,  when 
I  find  myself  in  circumstances  of  hesitation,  or     * 
doubt,  with  respect  to  their  directions.     But   . 
the  perfect  confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and 
candour  of  that  honourable  body,  emboldens 
me  to  communicate  without  reserve,  the  diffi- 
culties which  occur  in  the  execution  of  their 
present  order ;  and  the  indulgence  I  have  ex- 
perienced  on  every  former  occasion,  induces 
me  to  imagine  that  the  liberty  I  now  take  will 
not  meet  with  disapprobation. 

"I  have  attentively  taken  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  fifth,  (approved  by  congress) 
on  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo 
on  the  proposed  expedition  into  Canada.  I 
have  considered  it  in  several  lights,  and  sin- 
cerely regret  that  I  should  feel  myself  under 
any  embarrassment  in  carry  ing  it  into  execution. 
Still  I  remain  of  opinion,  from  a  general  review 
of  things,  and  the  state  of  our  resources,  that 
no  extensive  system  of  co-operation  with  the 
French,  for  the  complete  emancipation  of 
Canada,  can  be  positively  decided  on,  for  the 
ensuing  year.     To  propose  a  plan  of  perfect  co- 
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cHAF.x.  (^ration  with  a  foreign  power,  without  a  moral 

1779.    certainty  in  our  supplies ;  and  to  have  that  {dan 

actually  ratified  with  the  court  of  Versailles, 

might  be  attended,  in  case  of  fsulure  in  the 

conditions  on  our  part,  with  very  fatal  effects. 

^Mf  I  should  seem  unwilling  to  transmit  the 
plan  as  prepared  by  congress,  with  my  obser- 
vations, it  is  because  I  find  myself  under  a 
necessity  (in  order  to  give  our  minister  sufi- 
cient  ground  to  found  an  application  an)  to 
propose  something  more  than  a  vague  and 
indecisive  plan;  which,  even  in  the  event  of  a 
total  evacuation  of  the  states  by  the  enemy, 
may  be  rendered  impracticable  in  the  execution 
by  a  variety  of  insurmountable  obstacles ;  or, 
if  I  retain  my  present  sentiments,  and  act  con- 
sistently,  I  must  point  out  the  difficulties,  as 
they  appear  to  me,  which  must  embarrass  his 
negotiations,  and  may  disappoint  tlie  views  of 
congress, 

"But  proceeding  on  the  idea  of  the  enemy's 
leaving  these  states,  before  the  active  part  of 
the  ensuing  campaign,  I  should  fear  to  hazard 
a  mistake,  as  to  the  precise  aim,  and  extent  of 
the  views  of  congress.  The  conduct-I  am  to 
observe  in  writing  to  our  minister  at  the  court 
of  France,  does  not  appear  sufficiently  deli- 
neated.  Were  I  to  undertake  it,  I  should  be 
much  afraid  of  erring  through  misconception. 
In  this  dilemma,  I  would  esteem  it  a  particular 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  579 

&your  to  be  excused  from  writing  at  all  on  the  chap.x. 
subject,  especially  as  it  is  the  part  of  candour  \779. 
in  me  to  acknowledge,  that  I  do  not  see  my 
way  clear  enough  to  point  out  such  a  plan  for 
co*operation,  as  I  conceive  to  be  cbnsistent 
with  the  ideas  of  congress,  and  as  will  be  suf* 
ciently  explanatory,  with  respect  to  time  and 
circumstances,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  measure. 

"  But  if  congress  still  think  it  necessary  for 
me  to  proceed  in  the  business,  I  must  request 
their  more  definitive  and  explicit  instructions, 
and  that  they  will  permit  me,  previous  to 
transmitting  the  intended  dispatches,  to  submit 
them  to  their  determination. 

**  I  could  wish  to  lay  before  congress  more 
minutely,  the  state  of  the  army,  the  condition 
of  our  supplies,  and  the  requisites  necessary 
for  carrying  into  execution  an  undertaking  that 
may  involve  the  most  serious  events.  If  con- 
gress think  this  can  be  done  more  satisfactorily 
in  a  personal  conference,  I  hope  to  have  the 
army  in  such  a  situation  before  I  can  receive 
their  answer,  as  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of 
giving  my  attendance. '* 

On  receiving  this  letter,  congress  acceded  hw  a;,er. 
to  his  request  of  a  personal  interview,  and,  on^^^* 
his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  a  committee  of  their  S^aSl^' 
body  was  appointed  to  confer  with  him,  as  abandon^ 

,  enterprise. 

well  on  this  particular  subject,  as  on  the  general 
state  of  the  army,  and  of  the  countr)'. 
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cHAP.x.  The  result  bf  these  conferences  was  that 
1779.  the  expedition  against  Canada  was  entirely, 
though  very  reluctantly,*  given  up,  and  every 
arrangement  recommended  by  tljie  commander 
in  chief  received  the  attention  to  which  his 
judgment  and  experience  gave  all  his  opinions 
the  fairest  claim. 
■  ■■■  ■         i.i..,.i...     .,  — . — . — ^ — 

•  See  Ab.  XII.  of  the  succeeding^  M)tee. 
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J\rOT£...,JVb.  I. 

The/oUovnng  is  an  extract  of  the  Utter  addrcMcd  on  thi^ 
occasion  dy  gentral  Washington  to  congress: 

"  Though  I  sincerely  commiserate  the  misfortune  of 
general  Lee,  and  feel  much  for  his  present  unhappy  situ* 
ation;  yet,  with  all  possible  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
congress,  I  fear  that  their  resolutions  will  not  have  the 
desired  effect,  are  founded  in  impolicy,  and  will,  if  ad- 
hered to,  produce  consequences  of  an  extensive  and  me- 
lancholy nature. 

"Retaliation  is  certainly  just,  and  sometimes  necessary, 
even  where  attended  with  the  severest  penalties:  but 
when  the  evils  which  may,  and  must  result  from  it,  ex- 
ceed those  intended  to  be  redressed,  prudence  and  policy 
require  that  it  should  be  avoided. 

"  Having  premised  thus  much,  I  beg  leave  to  examine 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  it  in  the  instance  before  us* 
From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  ge- 
neral Lee's  usage  has  not  been  so  disgraceful  and  disho- 
nourable, as  to  authorize  the  treatment  decreed  to  these 
gentlemen,  was  it  not  prohibited  by  many  other  important 
considerations.  His  confinement,  I  believe,  has  been  more 
rigorous  than  has  been  generally  experienced  by  the  rest 
of  our  officers,  or  those  of  the  enemy  who  have  been  in 
our  possession ;  but  if  the  reports  received  on  that  head 
be  true,  he  has  been  provided  with  a  decent  apartment, 
and  with  most  things  necessary  to  render  him  comfort- 
{(ble.  This  is  not  the  case  with  one  of  the  officers  com- 
prehended ia  the  resolves,  if  his  letter,  of  which  a  copy 
is  transmitted,  deserves  your  credit*  Here  retaliation 
seems  to  have  been  prematurely  begun,  or  to  speak  with 
more  propriety,  severities  have  been,  and  are  exercised 
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towards  colonel  Campbell,  not  justified  by  any  that  ge- 
neral Lee  has  yet  received. 

In  point  of  policy^  and  under  the  present  situation  of 
our  affairs,  most  surely  the  doctrine  cannot  be  supported. 
The  balance  of  prisoners  is  greatly  against  us,  and  a  ge- 
neral regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole  should  mark 
our  conduct.  Can  we  imagine  that  our  enemies  will  not 
mete  the  same  punishments,  the  same  indignities,  the 
same  crudties,  to  those  belonging  to  us  in  their  posses- 
:^ion,  that  we  impose  on  theirs?  why  should  we  suppose 
them  to  have  more  humanity  than  we  possess  ourselves? 
or  why  should  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tresses of  one  brave  man,  involve  many  more  in  misery  ? 
At  this  time,  however  disagreeable  the  fact  may  be,  the 
enemy  have  in  their  power,  and  subject  to  their  call,  near 
three  hundred  officers  belonging  to  the  arpy  of  the  United 
States.  In  this  number  there  are  some  of  high  rank, 
and  the  most  of  them  are  men  of  bravery,  and  of  merit. 
The  quota  of  theirs  in  our  hands  bears  no  proportion,  not 
being  more  than  fifty.  Under  these  circumstances,  we 
certainly  should  do  no  act  to  draw  upon  the  gentlemen 
belonging  to  us,  and  who  have  already  suffered  a  long 
captivity,  greater  punishments  than  they  now  experience. 
If  we  should,  what  will  be  th^ir  feelings,  and  those  of 
their  numerous  and  extensive  connexions?  suppose  the 
treatment  prescribed  for  the  Hessian  officers  should  be 
pursued,  will  it  not  establish  what  the  enemy  have  been 
aiming  to  effect  by  every  artifice,  and  the  grossest  misre- 
presentations? I  mean,  an  opinion  of  our  enmity  towards 
them,  and  of  the  cruel  conduct  they  experience  when  they 
fall  into  our  hands;  a  prejudice  which  we,  on  our  part, 
have  heretofore  thought  it  politic  to  suppress,  and  to  root 
out  by  every  act  of  kindness  and  of  lenity.  It  certainly 
will.  The  Hessians  will  hear  of  the  punishments  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  heightened  exaggeration,  and 
would  feel  the  injury  without  investigating  the  cause,  or 
reasoning  upon  the  justice  of  it.  The  mischiefs  which 
may,  and  must  inevitably  flow  from  the  execution  of  the 
resolyes,  appear  to  be  endless  and  innumerable." 
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In  a  postscript,  it  is  stated,  that  an  accurate  return  could 
not  be  obtained,  but  that  from  the  best  estilhate  he  could 
form,  the  whole  force  in  Jersey  fit  for  duty  was  under 
three  thousand;  all  of  whom,  except  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  were  militia,  who  stood  engaged  only  until 
the  last  of  that  month.  The  contihental  troops'  under 
inoculation,  including  their  attendants,  amounted  to  about 
one  thousand. 

In  a  letter  of  the  -sixth  of  March  to  governor  Trumbull, 
calling  on  the  state  of  Connecticut  for  two  thousand  mi- 
litia to  be  marched  to  Peck's-Kill,  after  complaining  of 
the  militia  he  had  called  from  the  southern  states,  who 
came  and  went  as  their  own  caprice  n>ight  direct,  he 
says,  ^  I  ani  persuaded,  from  the  readiness  with  which 
you  have  ever  complied  with  all  my  demands,  that  you 
will  exert  yourself  in  forwarding  the  aforementioned 
number  of  men,  upon  my  bare  request.  But  I  hope  you 
will  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  demand,  when  I 
tell  you,  in  confidence,  that  after  the  1 5th  of  this  month, 
when  the  time  of  general  Lincoln's  militia  expires,  I  shall 
be  left  with  the  remains  of  five  Virginia  regiments,  not 
amounting  to  more  than  as  many  hundred  men,  and  parts 
of  two  or  three  other  continental  battalions,  all  very  weak. 
The  remainder  of  the  army  will  be  composed  of  small 
parties  of  militia  from  this  state  and  Pennsylvania,  on 
whom  little  dependence  can  be  put,  as  they  come  and  go 
when  they  please.  I  have  issued  peremptory  orders  to 
every  colonel  in  the  regular  service,  to  send  in  what  men 
he  has  recruited,  even  if  they  amount  to  but  one  hundred 
to  a  regiment:  if  they  would  do  this,  it  would  make  a 
considerable  force  upon  the  whole.  The  enemy  must  be 
'ignorant  of  our  numbers  and  situation,  or  they  would  ne« 
ver  suffer  us  to  remain  unmolested;  and  I  almost  tax 
my  self  with  imprudence  in  committing  the  secret  to  paper; 
not  that  I  distrust  you,  of  whose  inviolable  attachment  I 

a3 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


-^4  — 

have  had  so  many  proofs;  but  for  fear  the  letter  should 
by  any  accident  fall  into  other  hands  than  those  for  which 
it  is  intended/' 

NOTE...M0.  III. 

Justice  to  the  unfortunate  demands,  that  an  extract 
from  the  correspondence  between  generals  Burgoyne  and 
Gates  on  this  subject  should  be  inserted. 

T  he  British  general  had  complained  of  the  harsh  treat- 
ment experienced  by  the  provincial  prisoners  taken  at 
fienmngtoD^  and  requested  that  a  surgeon  from  his  army 
should  be  permitted  to  visit  the  wounded;  and  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  furnish  them  vrith  necessaries  and 
attendants.  ^*  Duty  and  principle,"  he  addedf  ^  make 
aie  a  pubHc  enemy  to  the  Americans,  who  have  taken  up 
arms;  but  I  seek  to  be  a  generous  one  ;  nor  have  I  the 
shadow  of  resentment  against  any  individual^  who  does  not 
induce  it  by  acts  derogatory  to  those  maxims,  upon  which 
all  men  of  honour  think  alike.' '  In  answer  to  this  letter, 
general  Gates,  who  had  just  taken  command  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  said,  ^*  that  the  savages  of  America  should, 
in  their  warfare,  mangle  and  scalp  the  unhappy  priaonera 
who  fail  into  their  hands  is  neither  new  nor  extraordinary; 
but  that  the  famous  lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  in  whom 
tl^  fine  gentleman  is  united  with  the  scMier  and  the 
acholar,  should  hire  the  savages  of  America  to  scalp 
Europeans,  and  the  descendants  of  Europeans;  nay  more, 
that  he  should  pay  a  price  for  each  scalp  so  barbarouriy 
taken,  is  more  than  will  be  believed  in  Europe,  until  aib- 
thenticated  facts  shall,  in  every  gaaette,  confirm  the  truth 
of  the  horrid  tale; 

''  Miss  M^Crea,  a  young  lady,  lovely  to  the  sight,  of 
virtuous  character,  and  amiable  disposition,  engaged  to  «n 
oflBcer  of  your  army,  was,  with  other  Women  and  children, 
taken  out  of  a  house  near  fort  Edward,  carried  into  the 
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woods,  and  there  scalped  and  mtoigled  in  a  most  shocking 
manner.  Two  parents  with  their  six  children,  were  aH 
treated  with  the  same  inhumanity,  while  quietly  resting 
in  their  once  happy  and  peaceful  dwelling.  The  miserable 
fate  of  miss  M^Crea  was  particularly  aggravated,  by  being 
dressed  to  receive  her  premised  husband;  but  met  her 
murderer  employed  by  you.  Upwards  of  one  hundred 
men,  women  and  children,  have  perished  by  the  hand  of 
the  ruffians  to  whom,  it  is  asserted,  you  have  paid  the 
price  of  blood." 

,  To  this  part  of  his  letter,  general  Burgoyne  replied^ 
^  I  have  hesitated,  sir,  upon  answering  the  other  para- 
graphs  of  your  letter.  I  disdain  to  justify  myself  against 
the  rhapsodies  of  fiction  and  calumny,  which  from  the  first 
of  this  contest,  it  has  been  an  unvaried  American  poHcy 
to  propagate,  but  which  no  longer  imrposes  on  the  worlds 
I  am  induced  to  deviate  from  this  general  rule,  in  the 
present  instance,  lest  my  silence  should  be  construed  an 
adinowledgment  of  the  truth  of  your  allegations,  and  a 
pretence  be  thence  taken  for  exercising  future  barbarities 
by  the  American  troops. 

<<  By  this  motive,  and  upon  this  only,  I  condescend  to 
inform  you,  that  I  would  not  be  conscious  of  the  acts  you 
presume  to  impute  to  me,  for  the  whole  continent  of 
America,  though  the  wealth  of  worlds  was  in  its  bowete, 
and  a  paradise  upon  its  surface. 

<<  It  has  happened^  that  all  my  transactions  with  the 
Indian  nations,  last  year  and  this,  have  been  clearly  heard, 
distinctly  understood,  accurately  minuted,  by  very  nume* 
rous,  and  in  many  pars,  very  unprejudiced  persons.  So 
immediately  opposite  to  truth  is  your  assertion  that  I 
have  paid  a  price  for  scalps,  that  one  of  the  first  regula*- 
tions  established  by  me  at  the  great  council  in  May,  and 
repeated  and  enforced,  and  invariably  adhered  to  since, 
was,  that  the  Indians  should  receive  compensation  for 
prisoners,  because  it  would  prevent  cruelty ;  and  that  not 
only  such  compensation  should  be  withheld,  but  a  strict 
account  demanded  for  scalps.    These  pledges  of  conquest. 
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for  such  you  well  know  they  will  ever  esteem  them,  were 
solemnly  and  peremptorily  prohibited  to  be  taken  from  the 
woundedy  and  even  the  dying)  and  the  persons  of  aged 
men>  women,  children,  and  prisoners,  were  pronounced 
sacred,  even  in  assault. 

In  regard  to  miss  MCrea,  her  fall  wanted  not  the  tra- 
gic display  you  have  laboured  to  give  it,  to  make  it  as . 
sincerely  abhorred  and  lamented  by  me,  as  it  can  be  by 
the  tenderest  of  her  friends.  The  fact  was  no  premeditated 
barbarity.  On  the  contrary,  two  chiefs  who  had  brought 
her  off  for  the  purpose  of  security,  not  of  violence  to  her 
person,  disputed  which  should  be  her  guard,  and  in  a  fit 
of  savage  passion  in  one,  from  whose  hands  she  was 
snatched,  the  unhappy  woman  became  the  victim.  Upon 
the  first  intelligence  of  this  event,  I  obliged  the  Indians 
to  deliver  the  murderer  into  my  hands,  and  though  to 
have  punished  him  by  our  laws,  or  principles  of  justice, 
would  have  been  perhaps  unprecedented,  he  certainly 
should  have  suffered  an  ignominious  death,  had  I  not 
been  convinced  from  my  circumstances  and  observation, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that  a  pardon  under  the 
terms  which  I  presented,  and  they  accepted,  would  be 
more  efficacious  than  an  execution,  to  prevent  similar 
mischiefs. 

"  The  above  instance  excepted,  your  intelligence  res- 
pecting  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians  is  false. 

^'  You  seem  to  threaten  me  with  European  publications, 
which  affect  me  as  little  as  any  other  threats  you  could 
make ;  but  in  regard  to  American  publications,  whether 
your  charge  against  me,  which  I  acquit  you  of  believing, 
was  penned/rom  a  gazette,  or^r  a  gazette,  I  desire  and 
demand  of  you,  as  a  man  of  honour,  that  should  it  appear 
in  print  at  all  this  answer  may  follow  it." 
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^  Lord  Suffolk,  secretary  of  state,  contended  for  the  em- 
ployment of  Indians,  in  the  war.  "  Besides  its  policy 
and  necessity,"  his  lordship  said,  <<  that  the  measure  was 
also  allowable  on  principle,  for  that  it  was  perfectly  justi- 
fiable to  use  all  the  means  that  God  and  nature  had  put 
into  our  hands." 

This  moving  the  indignation  of  lord  Chatham,  he 
sudenly  rose,  and  gave  full  vent  to  his  feelings  in  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  bursts  of  eloquence  that  the  pen  of 
history  has  recorded:  "  I  am  astonished,"  exclaimed  his 
lordship,  "  shocked  to  hear  such  principles  confessc!d ;  to 
hear  them  avowed  in  this  house  or  even  this  country. 
My  lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  encroached  again  on 
your  attention,  but  I  cannot  repress  my  indignation.  I 
feel  myself  impelled  to  speak.  My  lords,  we  are  called 
upon  as  members  of  this  house,  as  men,  as  christians,  to 
protest  against  such  horrible  barbarity.  That  God  and 
nature  had  put  into  our  hands !  what  ideas  of  God  and 
nature  that  noble  lord  may  entertain  I  know  not,  but  I 
know  that  such  detestable  principles  are  equally  abhorrent 
to  religion  and  humanity.  What,  to  attribute  the  sacred 
sanction  of  God  yid  nature  to  the  massacres  of  the  In- 
dian scalping  knife  1  to  the  cannibal  savage,  torturing, 
murdering,  devouring,  drinking  the  blood  of  his  mangled 
victims !  such  notions  shock  every  precept  o(  morality, 
every  feeling  of  humanity,  every  sentiment  of  honour. 
These  abominable  principles  and  this  more  abominable 
avowal  of  them,  demand  the  most  decisive  indignation. 
I  call  upon  that  right  reverend  and  this  most  learned 
bench  to  vindicate  the  religion  of  their  God,  to  support  the 
justice  of  their  country.  I  call  upon  the  bishops  to  inter- 
pose the  unsullied  sanctity  of  their  lawn,  upon  the  judges 
to  iiiterpose  the  purity  of  their  ermine,  to  save  us  from 
this  pollution.  I  call  upon  the  honour  of  your  lordships, 
to  reverence  the  dignity  of  your  ancestors,  and  to  main- 
tain your  own.    I  call  upon  the  spirit  and  humanity  of 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


—    8  — 

my  eommtry^  to  yindicate  the  national  character.  I  in- 
▼oke  the  genius  of  the  constitution.  From  the  tapestry 
that  adorns  these  walls,  the  immortal  ancestor  of  this  noble 
r  lord)  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his  coun- 
try. In  v^  did  he  defend  the  liberty,  and  e&taUiah  the 
religion  of  Britain  against  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  if  these 
worse  than  popish  cruelties  and  inquisitorial  practices  are 
endured  among  us.  To  send  forth  the  merciless  cannibal 
thirsting  for  blood !.... against  whom  ?.... Your  protestant 
brethren....to  lay  waste  their  country,  to  desolate  Aeir 
dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  race  and  name,  by  the  aid 
and  instrumentality  of  these  horrible  hell-hounds  of  war! 
Sp'^in  can  no  longer  boast  pre*eminence  of  barbarity. 
She  armed  herself  with  blood-hounds  to  extirpate  the 
wretched  natives  of  Mexico,  but  we  more  ruthless,  loose 
these  dogs  of  war  against  our  countrymen  in  Americat 
endeared  to  us  by  every  tie  that  should  sanctify  humanity. 
My  lords,  I  solemnly  call  upon  your  lordships,  and  upon 
every  order  of  men  in  the  state,  to  stamp  upon  this  infa« 
mous  procedure  the  indelible  stigma  of  the  public  abhor- 
rence. More  particularly  I  call  upon  the  holy  prelates  of 
our  religion  to  do  away  this  iniquity ;  let  them  perform  a 
lustration  to  purify  their  country  from  this  deep  and  deadly 
sin.  My  lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and -at  present  uniMe 
to  say  more,  but  my  feelings  and  in^k^ation  were  toe 
strong  to  have  said  Less.  I  could  not  have  slept  this  night 
in  my  bed,  nor  reposed  my  head  upon  my  pillow,  with- 
out giving  this  vent  to  my  eternal  abhorrence  of  such 
enormous  and  preposterous  principles." 


^rOTE....M.  V. 

ThefoUowing  are  the  letters  Vfhich /lapsed  between  the  two 
generals  on  this  subject: 

Albany,  December  18,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  what,  as  a  private  gen* 

tlefnan,  I  cannot  help  feelings  on  representing  to  my 
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mind)  the  disagreeable  situation,  which  confidential  let- 
tersy  when  escposed'  to  public  inspection^  may  place  an 
unsuspecting  correspondent  in ;  but,  as  a  public  officer,  I 
conjure  your  excellency,  to  give  me  all  the  assistance 
you  can,  in  tracing  out  the  author  of  the  infidelity,  \vhich 
put  extracts  from  general  CotiVay's  letters  to  me  into 
your  hands.  Those  letters  hare  been  stealingly  copied ; 
but,  which  of  them,  when,  or  by  whom,  is  to  me,  as  yet, 
an  unfathomable  secret. 

There  is  not  one  officer  in  my  sttite,  or  amongst  those 
who  hare  a  free  access  to  me,  upon  whpm  I  could,  with 
the  least  justification  to  myself,  fix  the  suspicion ;  and 
yet,  my  uneasiness  may  depriye  me  of  the  usefulness  Of 
the  worthiest  men.  It  is,  I  believe,  in  your  excellency's 
power  to  do  me,  and  the  United  States,  a  very  important 
service,  by  detecting  a  wretch  who  may  betray  me,  and 
capitally  injure  the  very  operations  under  your  immediate 
direction.  For  this  reason,  sir,  I  beg  your  excellency 
will  favour  me  with  the  proofs  you  can  procure  to  that 
effect*  But,  the  crime  being,  eventually,  so  important, 
that  the  least  loss  of  time  may  be  attended  with  the  worst 
cons^uences ;  and,  it  being  unknown  to  me  whether  the 
letter  came  to  you  from  a  member  of  congress,  or.  from 
an  officer,  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  a  copy 
of  tilts  to  the  president,  that  congress  may,  in  concert 
with  your  excellency,  obtain,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  dis- 
covery which  so  deeply  afiects  the  safety  of  the  states* 
Crimes  of  that  magnitude  ought  not  to  remain  unpuni^ 
shed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  \ 

Sir, 
With  the  greatest  respect,  ^ 

Your  excellency's  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant,' 

Ho&ATZo  Gatxs. 
His  excellency  general  Washington. 

VOL.  III.  b 
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Valley  Forge,  January  4,  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  came  to  my  bands 
a  few  days  ago,  and  to  my  great  surprise  informed  me, 
that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  congress,  for  what  rea-- 
son,  I  find  myself  unable  to  account;  but,  as  some  end 
doubtless  was  intended  to  be  answered  by  it,  I  am  laid 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  returning  my  answer 
through  the  same  channel,  lest  any  member  of  that  ho- 
nourable body  should  harbour  an  unfavourable  suspicion 
of  my  having  practised  some  indirect  means  to  come  at 
the  contents  of  the  confidential  letters  between  you  and 
general  Conway. 

I  am  to  inform  you  then,  that  •»»•»•»»»•,  on  his  way 
to  congress  in  the  month  of  October  last,  fell  in  with  lord 
Stirling  at  Reading :  and,  not  in  confidence  that  I  ever 
understood,  informed  his  aid-du-camp,  major  M* Williams, 
that  general  Conway  had  written  thus  to  you,  "  heaven 
has  been  determined  to  save  your  country  or  a  weak  ge- 
neral and  bad  counsellors*  would  have  ruined  it."  Lord 
Stirling,  from  motives  of  friendship,  transmitted  tke  ac- 
count with  this  remark.  "  The  enclosed  was  communi- 
cated by  »»»•**»»»»  to  major  M' Williams;  such  wicked 
duplicity  of  conduct  I  shall  always  think  it  my  duty  to 
detect." 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  and  without  having 
any  thing  more  in  view,  than  merely  to  show  that  gentle- 
man that  I  was  not  unapprized  of  his  intriguing  disposi- 
tion, I  wrote  him  a  letter  in  these  woi*ds. 

**  Sir,  a  letter  which  I  received  last  night  contained 
the  following  paragraph. 

'*  In  a  letter  from  general  Conway  to  general  Gates, 
he  says,  heaven  has  been  determined  to  save  yourcountry  ; 
or  a  weak  general  and  bad  counsellors  would  have  ruined 
it.      I  am,  sir,  &c." 

•  One  of  whom,  by  the  by,  he  was. 
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Neither  the  letter,  nor  the  information  which  occasioned 
it,  was  ever,  directly,  or  indirectly,  communicated  by  me  to 
a  single  officer  in  this  army  (out  of  my  own  family)  ex- 
cepting the  marquis  de  La  Fayette,  who  having  been 
spoken  to  on  the  subject,  by  general  Conway,  applied  for," 
and  saw,  under  injunctions  of  secrecy,  the  letter  which 
contained  this  information ;  so  desirous  was  I  of  conceal- 
ing every  matter  that  could,  in  its  consequences,  give 
the  smallest  interruption  to  the  tranquillity  of  this  army, 
or  afford  a  gleam  of  iiope  to  the  enemy  by  dissensions 
therein. 

Thus,  sir,  with  an  openness  and  candour,  which  I  hope 
will  ever  characterize  and  mark  my  conduct,  have  I  com- 
plied with  your  request.  The  only  concern  I  feel  upon 
the  occasion,  finding  how  matters  stand,  is,  that  in  doing 
this,  I  have  necessarily  been  obliged  to  name  a  gentleman, 
who,  I  am  persuaded,  (although  I  never  exchanged  a 
woi-d  with  him  upon  the  subject)  thouglit  he  was  rather 
doing  an  act  of  justice,  than  committing  an  act  of  infidelity ; 
and  sure  I  am,  that,  until  lord  Sterling's  letter  came  to 
my  h^ds,  I  never  knew  that  general  Conway,  (whom  I 
viewed  in  the  light  of  a  stranger  to  you)  was  a  correspon- 
dent of  yours,  much  less  did  I  suspect  that  I  was  the 
subject  of  your  confidential  letters.  Pardon  me  then  for 
adding,  that,  so  far  from  conceiving  that  the  safety  of 
the  states  can  be  affected,  or  in  the  smallest  degree  in- 
jured, by  a  discovery  of  this  kind,  or  that  I  should  be 
called  upon  in  such  solemn  terms  to  point  out  the  author, 
that  I  considered  the  information  as  coming  from  your- 
self, and  given  with  a  friendly  view  to  forewarn,  and 
consequently  forearm  me,  against  a  secret  enemy,  or  in 
other  words,  a  dangerous  incendiary,  in  which  character 
sooner  or  later,  this  country  will  know  general  Conway. 
But,  in  this,  as  well  as  other  matters  of  late,  I  have 
found  myself  mistaken.     I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G:  Washington. 
To  major  general  Gates. 

b2 
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During  the  existence  qf  this  factisn^  an  attempt  aftfuar^  to 
have  been  made  to  alienate  the  affections  ^  the  lewHng 
fioStical  characters  in  the  States  from  the  commander  in 
chief.  The  following  letters  exhiUt  a  very  unsMCcesffiil 
effort  of  this  sorty  vhich  v^as  made  on  governor  Senry^ 
qf  Virginias  by  a  gentleman  not  sufifiosed  to  bet  a  member 
qf  confess  from  that  state. 


WilUs^msburgh,  February  20,   1778. 
Dear  sir. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  surprised  at  seeing  the 
c^uclosed  letter^  in  ^hich  the  encomiums  besiowed  en  vi» 
i^re  as  uxkleserTed)  as  the  censures  aimed  at  you,  are  un<p 
5ust.  I  am  sorry  there  should  be  one  man  who  counts 
himself  my  friend>  who  is  not  yours. 

Perhaps  I  give  you  needless  trouble  in  banding  you 
this  paper.  The  writer  of  it  may  be  too  insignificant  to 
deserve  ^y  notice.  If  I  knew  this  to  be  the  caae^  I 
'should  not  have  intruded  on  your  ti^ie,  which  is  sa  pre* 
ciaus.  But  there  may  possibly  be  some  scheme  or  party 
{orming  to  your  prejudice.  The  enclosed  leads  to  such  a 
auspicion.  Believe  vxty  air,  I  have  toa  high  a  sense  of 
the  obligations  America  baa  to  you,  to  abeit  or  countenance 
so  uJ^^worthy  a  proceeding.  Tbe  mo6t  ei^aMed  merit  hath 
ever  been  found  to  attract  envy.  But  I  please  myself 
with  the  hope,  that  the  same  fortitude  and  greatness  of 
mJuid  which  have  hitherto  braved  all  the  difficulties  and 
4anger^  inseparable  from  your  statLon9  will  rise  superior 
to  every  attempt  of  the  envious  partizaa^ 

I  really  cannot  teH  who  is  the  writer  of  this  letter^ 
which  not  a  little  perpleices  me.  The  hand  writing  is  al- 
together strange  to  me. 

To  give  you  the  trouble  of  this,  gives  me  pain.  It 
would  suit  my  inclination  better^  to  give  you  some  assist* 
ance  in  tho  great  business  of  the  war.  But  I  will  not  con- 
ceal any  thiiog  from  you,  by  which  you  may  be  affected, 
for  I  really  think  ycrur  personal  weUsire  and.  the  happi* 


Digitized  by  V3OOQ IC 


^  13  ~ 

nc8»  of  America  are  intimately  ceoAectecU  I  beg  yov 
will  be  assured  of  that  high  regard  and  esteem  with  which 
I  ever  am^ 

Dear  air, 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  ftry  humbie  senraaty 

P.   HSNKT. 

His  excellency  general  Washington. 


{Letter  encheed,) 

York  town,  January  12,  1778. 
Dear  sir, 

The  compon  danger  of  our  country  first  brought 
you  and  lue  together.  I  recollect  with  pleasure  the  in- 
fluence of  your  conversation  and  eloquence  upon  the  opi- 
nions  of  this  country  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  con- 
troversy. You  first  taught  us  to  shake  off  our  idolatrous 
attachment  to  royalty,  and  to  oppose  its  encroachments 
upon  our  liberties  with  our  very  lives.  By  these  means 
you  saved  us  from  ruin*  The  independence  of  America 
is  the  o£Espring  of  that  liberal  spirit  of  thinking,  and  acting, 
which  followed  the  destruction  of  the  spectres  of  kings 
and  the  mighty  power  of  Great  Britain. 

But,  sir,  we  have  only  passed  the  Red  Sea«  A  dreary 
wilderness  is  stiU  before  us,  and  unless  a  Moses  or  a 
Joshua  are  raised  up  in  our  behalf,  we  must  perish  before 
we  reach  the  promised  land«  We  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  our  enemies  on  the  way.  General  Howe,  it  is  true, 
has  taken  Philadelphia;  but  he  has  only  changed  his  pri- 
son. His  dominions  are  bounded  on  all  sides  by  his  out- 
sentries.  America  can  only  be  undone  by  herself.  She 
looks  up  to  her  councils  and  arms,  for  protection ;  but 
alasl  what  are  they  ?  her  representation  in  congress 
dwindled  to  onty  twenty-one  members««*.her  Adams*^her 
Wilson....her  Henry,  are  no  more  among  them.  H^ 
councils  weak....and  partial  reme^es  applied  cooatantly 
for  universal  diseases.  Her  army. ...what  is  it?  a  major 
general  belonging  to  it  called  it  a  few  days  ago  in  my 
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hearing  a  mob.  Discipline  unknown  or  vfhoUy  neglected. 
The  quarter  master  and  commissary's  departments  filled 
with  idleness,  ignorance  and.  peculation... .our  hospitals 
crowded  with  six  thousand  sick,  but  half  provided  with 
necessaries  or  accommodations,  and  more  dying  in  them 
in  one  month,  than  perished  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
of  the  last  campaign.  The  money  depreciating  without 
any  effectual  measures  being  taken  to  raise  it....the  coun- 
try distracted  with  the  don  Quixotte  attempts  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  provisions,  an  artificial  famine  created  by  it, 
and  a  real  one  dreaded  from  it.  The  spirit  of  the  people 
failing  through  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
causes  of  our  misfortunes.... many  submitting  daily  to 
general  Howe,  and  more  wishing  to  do  it,  only  to  avoid 
the  calamities  which  threaten  our  country.  But  is  our 
case  desperate  ?  by  no  means.  We  have  wisdom,  virtue, 
and  strength  eno*  to  save  us  if  they  could  be  called  into 
action.  The  northern  army  has  shown  us  what  Ameri- 
cans are  capable  of  doing  with  a  general  at  their  head. 
The  spirit  of  the  southern  army  isno  ways  inferior  to  the 
spirit  of  the  northern.  A  Gates. ...a  Lee,  or  a  Conway 
would,  in  a  few  weeks  render  them  an  irresistible  body 
of  men.  The  last  of  the  above  officers  has  accepted  of 
the  new  office  of  inspector  general  of  our  army,  in  order 
to  reform  abuses...  .but  the  remedy  is  only  a  palliative  one. 
In  one  of  his  letters  to  a  friend  he  says,  "  a  great  and 
good  God  hath  decreed  America  to  be  free—.or  the  •*••• 
******  and  weak  counsellors  would  have  mined  her  long 
ago"..^you  may  rest  asured  oi  each  of  the  facts  related  in 
this  letter.  The  author  of  it  is  one  of  your  Philadelphia 
friends.  A  hint  of  his  name,  if  found  out  by  the  hand 
writing,  must  not  be  mentioned  to  your  most  intimate 
friend.  Even  the  letter  must  be  thrown  in  the  fire. 
But  some  of  its  contents  ought  to  be  made  public  in  order 
to  awaken,  enlighten,  and  alai*m  our  country.  I  rely 
upon  your  prudence,  and  am,  dear  sir,  with  my  usual 
attachment  to  t/ow,  and  to  our  beloved  independence, 

Yours,  sincerely. 
His  excellency  P.  Henry. 
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Williamburgh,  March  5,  1778, 
Dear  sir, 

By  an  exi^^ss  which  colonel  Finnie  sent  to  camp^ 
I  enclosed  you  an  anonymous  letter,  which  I  hope  got 
safe  to  hand*  I  am  anxious  to  hear  something  that  will 
serve  to  explain  the  strange  affair,  which  I  am  now  in- 
formed is  taken  up,  respecting  you.  Mr.  Custis  has  just 
paid  us  a  visit,  and  by  him  I  learn  sundry  particulars  con- 
cerning general  MifHin,  that  much  surprise  me.  It  is 
very  hard  to  trace  the  schemes  and  windings  of  the  ene- 
mies to  America.  I  really  thought  that  man  its  friend: 
however,  I  am  too  far  from  him  to  judge  of  his  present 
t  emper. 

While  you  face  the  armed  enemies  of  our  liberty  in 
the  field,  and,  by  the  favour  of  God,  have  been  kept  un- 
hurt, I  trust  your  country  will  never  harbour  in  her  bo- 
som the  miscreant  who  would  ruin  her  best  supporter. 
I  wish  not  to  flatter;  but  when  arts  unworthy  honest 
men  are  used  to  defame  and  traduce  you,  I  think  it  not 
amiss,  but  a  duty,  to  assure  you  of  that  estimation  in 
which  the  public  hold  you.  Not  that  I  think  any  testi- 
mony I  can  bear,  is  necessary  for  your  support,  or  private 
satisfaction,  for  a  bare  recollection  of  what  is  past  must 
give'  you  sufficient  pleasure  in  every  circumstance  of  life. 
But  I  cannot  help  assuring  you,  on  this  occasion,  of  the 
high  sense  of  gratitude  which  all  ranks  of  men,  in  this 
your  native  country,  bear  to  you.  It  will  give  me  sincere 
pleasure  to  manifest  my  regards,  and  render  my  best 
services  to  you  or  yours.  I  do  not  like  to  make  a  parade 
of  4hese  things,  and  I  know  you  are  not  fond  of  it;  how- 
ever, I  hope  the  occasion  will  plead  my  excuse. 

The  assembly  have  at  length  empowered  the  executive 
here  to  provide  the  Virginia  troops  serving  with  you, 
with  clothes,  &c.  I  am  making  provision  accordingly, 
and  hope  to  do  something  towards  it.  Every  possible  as- 
sistance from  government  is  afforded  the  commissary  of 
provisions,  whose  department  has  not  been  attended  to. 
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It  was  taken  up  by  me  too  late  to  do  much*  Indeed  the 
load  of  buainest  devolved  on'  me  is  too  great  to  be  ma- 
naged well.  A  French  shifi,  mounting  thirty  guns,  that 
has  been  h»g  chased  by  die  English  ends eM,  has  got  into 
Caiolina,  as  I  hmu*  last  night. , 

Wiahii^  you  all  possible  felicity,  I  am^ 
My  dear  sir, 
Tour  ever  affecticMiate  friend, 

and  very  humble  servant, 

P.  Hxintr. 
His  eitcellency  general  Washington. 


VaUey  Forge,  March  27,  1778. 
Dear  sir,  * 

About  eight  days  past,  I  was  honoured  with  your 
fiivour  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

Your  friendship,  sir,  in  transmitting  me  the  anonymous 
letter  you  had  received,  lays  me  under  the  most  grateful 
obligations;  and,  if  any  thing  could  give  a  still  further 
claim  to  my  acknowledgments,  it  is  the  very  polite  and 
delicate  terms  in  which  you  have  been  pleas^  to  make 
the  communicaUon. 

I  have  ever  been  happy  in  supposing  that  I  held  a  place 
in  your  esteem  and  the  proof  of  it  you  have  afforded  on 
this  occasion  makes  me  peculiarly  so.  The  favounMe 
light  in  which  you  hold  me  is  truly  flattering,  but  I 
should  feel  much  regret  if  I  thought  the  happiness  of 
America  so  intimately  connected  with  my  personal  wel- 
fare, as  you  so  obligingly  seem  to  consider  it.  All  I  can 
say,  is,  that  she  has  ever  had,  and,  I  trust,  she  ever,wlli 
have,  my  honest  exertions  to  promote  her  interest.  I 
cannot  hope  that  my  services  have  been  the  best ;  but  my 
heart  tells  me  they  have  been  the  best  that  I  could  render. 

That  I  may  have  erred  in  using  the  means  in  my  power 
for  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  arduous,  exalted 
Station  with  which  I  am  honoured,  I  cannot  doubt ;  nor 
do  I  wish  my  conduct  to  be  exempted  from  the  reprehenr 
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sion  it  may  deserve.  Error  is  the  portion  of  humanity, 
and  to  censure  it,  whether  committed  by  this  or  that  pub- 
lic character,  is  the  prerogative  of  freemen.     *    ♦    •    • 

*************** 
*************** 
*************** 
*************** 
*************** 
This  is  not  the  only  secret  insidious  attempt  that  has  been 
made  to  wound  my  reputation.  There  have  been  others 
equally  base,  cruel,  and  ungenerous ;  because  conducted 
with  as  little  frankness  and  proceeding  from  views  per- 
haps as  personally  interested. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c.  Geo:  Washington. 

To  his  excellency  Patrick  Henry,  esquire, 
governor  of  Virginia. 

Camp,  March  28,  177$, 
Dear  sir. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  close  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
your  favour  of  the  fifth  instant  came  to  hand. 

I  can  only  thank  you  again,  in  the  language  of  the  most 
undissembled  gratitude,  for  your  friendship;  and  assure 
you,  the  indulgent  disposition  which  Virginia  in  particu- 
lar, and  the  States  in  general  entertain  towards  me,  gives 
me  the  most  sensible  pleasure.  The  approbation  of  my 
country  is  what  I  wish ;  and,  as  far  as  my  abilities  and 
opportunity  ^vill  permit,  I  hope  I  shall  endeavour  to  de- 
serve it.  It  is  the  highest  reward  to  a  feeling  mind ;  and 
happy  are  they  who  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  merit  it. 

The  anonymous  letter  with  which  you  were  pleased  to 
fkvour  me,  was  written  by  *»»•*•»**»»»,  50  far  as  I  can 
judge  from  a  similitude  of  hands.    ••••**♦ 

VOL.  Ill*  C 
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My  caution  to  avoid  any  thing  that  could  injure  tire 
service,  prevented  ine  from  communicating,  except  to  a 
very  few  of  my  friends,  the  intrigues  of  a  faction  which 
I  know  was  formed  against  me,  since  it  might  serve  to 
publish  our  internal  dissensions,  but  their  own  restless 
zeal  to  advance  their  vjews  has  too  cleariy  betrayed  them, 
and  made  concealment  on  my  part  fruitless.  I  cannot 
precisely  mark  the  extent  of  their  views,  but  it  appeared  in 
general,  that  general  Gates  was  to  be  exalted  on  the  ruin  of 
my  reputation  and  influence*  This  I  am  authorized  to  say 
from  undeniable  facts  in  my  own  possession,  from  publi- 
cations th^  evident  scope  of  which  could  not  be  mistaken, 
and  from  private  detractions  industriously  circulated. 
«««»••»« «»»»«^  l^  jg  commonly  su]>posed  bore  the  second 
part  in  the  cabal ;  and  general  Conway,  I  know,  was  a 
very  active  and  malignant  partisan ;  but  I  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  their  machinations  have  recoiled  most 
sensibly  upon  themselves* 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c.  Geo:  Washington* 

His  excellency  Patrick  Henry,  esquire, 
governor  of  Virginia. 


••.«..«••«.. 


J\rOTE....J\ro.  rL...See  page  S^O. 
The  following  extract  is  taken  from  a  letter  written  about 
the  same  time  to  a  gentleman  in  ^ew  Evglandj  who  had 
exfiressed  some  anxious  apfirehensions  occasioned  by  a 
refiort  that  the  commander  in  chief  had  determined  to  re-- 
9ign  his  station  in  the  army  : 

"  I  can  assure  you  that  no  person  ever  heard  me  drop  an 
expression  that  had  a  tendency  to  resignation.  The  same 
principles  that  led  me  to  embark  in  the  opposition  to  the 
arbitrary  claims  of  Great  Britain,  operate  with  additional 
force  at  this  day ;  nor  is  it  my  desire  to  withdraw  my 
services  while  they  are  considered  of  importance  in  the 
present  contest;  but  to  report  a  design  of  this  kind,  is 
among  the  arts,  which  those  who  are  endeavouring  to 
effect  a  change  are  practising  to  bring  it  to  pass.  I  have 
said,  and  I  still  do  say,  that  there  is  not  an  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  that  would  return  to  the 
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sweets  of  domestic  life  with  more  heartfelt  joy  than  I 
should*  But  I  would  have  this  declaration  accompanied 
by  these  sentiments,  that  while  the  public  are  satisfied 
with  my  endeavours,  I  mean  not  to  shrink  from  the  cause : 
but  the  moment  her  voice,  not  that  of  faction,  calls  upon 
me  to  resign,  I  shall  do  it  with  as  much  pleasure  as  ever 
the  wearied  traveller  retired  to  rest." 


•••••••••••• 


^07!£,...Ao.  FIL...SeeftageS6l, 
The  foUovdng  U  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by  thi 
committee  to  congress^  which  was  taken  among"  the  fiafiers 
qfmr.  Laurens  ^  and  is  to  be  found  in  mr,  Stedman's  his* 
tory  of  the  war. 
Sir, 

We  had  flattered  ourselves,  that,  before  this  timej 
the  pleasure  of  congress  would  be  made  known  to  us,  re- 
specting the  quarter  master's  department.  We  fear  our 
letter  upon  this  subject  has  miscarried,  or  the  considera- 
tion of  it  yielded  to  other  business.  You  will,  therefore, 
pardon  us,  sir,  when  we  again  solicit  your  attention  to 
it,  as  an  object  of  the  last  importance;  on  which  not  only 
the  future  success  of  your  arms^  but  the  present  exist- 
ence of  your  army,  immediately  depends.  The  influence 
of  this  oflice  is  so  diffusive  through  every  part  of  your  mi- 
litary system,  that  neither  the  wisdom  of  arrangement, 
the  spirit  of  enterprise,  or  favourable  opportunity,  will 
be  of  any  avail,  if  this  great  wheel  in  the  machine  stops, 
or  moves  heavily.  We  find  ourselves  embarrassed  in 
entering  on  this  subject,  lest  a  bare  recital  of  facts  should 
carry  an  imputation  (which  we  do  not  intend)  on  those 
gentlemen  who  have  lately  conducted  it.  We  are  sensible 
great  and  just  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  the  peculi- 
arity' of  their  situation,  and  we  are  perhaps  not  folly 
acquainted  with  all  their  difliculties.  It  is  our  duty,  sir, 
to  inform  you,  it  is  not  our  intention  to  censure ;  and  be 
assured  nothing  but  a  sense  of  the  obligation  we  are  under 
to  postpone  all  other  considerations  to  the  public  safety, 
could  induce  us  to  perform  the  unpleasing  task.  We  find, 

•c2 
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sir,  the  property  of  the  continent  dispersed  over  the  whole 
country ;  not  an  encampment,  route  of  the  army^  or  c<m- 
siderable  road,  but  abounds  with  wa$2^gons,  left  to  the 
mercy  of  the  weather,  and  the  will  of  the  inhabitants; 
large  quantities  of  intrenching  tools  have,  in  like  m^ner^ 
been  left  in  various  hands,  under  no  other  security  that 
we  can  learn,  than  the  honesty  of  those  who  have  them  in 
possession.  No  less  tlian  three  thousand  spades  and 
shovels,  and  the  like  number  of  tomahawks,  have  lately 
been  discovered  and  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp, 
by  an  order  from  one  of  the  general  officers.  In  the 
same  way,  a  quantity  of  tents,  and  tent  cloth,  after  having 
lain  a  whole  summer  in  a  farmer's  bam,  and  unknown  to 
the  officer  of  the  dcpaitment,  was  lately  discovered,  and 
brought  to  camp  by  a  special  order  from  the  general. 
From  these  instances  we  presume  there  may  be  many 
other  stores  yet  unknown,  and  uncollected,  which  require 
immediate  care  and  attention. 

<'  When  in  compliance  with  the  expectation  of  congress, 
and  the  wishes  of  the  country,  the  army  was  thrown  into 
huts,  instead  of  retiring  into  moro  distant  and  convenient 
quarters,  the  troops  justly  expected  every  comfort  which 
the  surrounding  couniry  could  afibrd.  Among  these,  a 
providential  care  in  the  article  of  straw,  would  probably 
have  saved  the  lives  of  many  of  your  brave  soldiers  who 
have  now  paid  the  great  debt  of  nature.  Unprovided 
with  this,  or  materials  to  raise  them  from  the  cold  and 
wet  earth,  sickness  and  moitaiity  have  spread  through 
their  quarters  in  an  astonishing  degree.  Notwithstanding 
the  diligence  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  of  whom  we 
hear  no  complaint,  the  sick  and  dead  list  has  increased 
one  third  in  the  last  week's  returns,  which  was  one  third 
greater  tlian  the  week  preceding ;  and  from  the  present 
inclement  weather,  will  probaWy  increase  in  a  much 
greater  proportion*  Nothing,  sir,  can  equal  their  suffer- 
ings, except  the  patience  and  foititude,  with  which  the 
faithful  part  of  the  army  endure  them.  Those  of  a  dif- 
ferent character  desert  in  great  numbers. 
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<^  We  must  also  observe,  that  a  number  of  the  troops 
have  now  some  time  been  prepared  for  inoculation ;  but 
the  operation  must  be  delayed  for  want  of  this  straw  and 
Other  necessaries  within  the  providence  of  this  department. 
We  need  not  point  out  the  fatal  consequei^ces  of  this 
delay  in  forming  a  new  army,  or  the  preservation  of 
this.  Almost  every  day  furnishes  instances  of  the  small 
pox  in  the  natural  way.  Hitherto,  such  vigilance  and 
care  has  been  used,  that  the  contagion  has  not  spread  y 
but  surely  it  is  highly  incumbent  upon  us,  if  possible,  to 
annihilate  the  danger. 

**  We  need  not  point  out  the  effects  this  circumstance 
will  have  on  the  new  draughted  troops,  if  not  carefully 
guarded;  they  arc  too  obvious  to  need  enumeration.  In 
conference  with  the  forage  master  on  this  subject  (which 
though  in  appearance  trivial,  is  really  important)  he  ac- 
quainted us,  that,  though  out  of  his  line,  he  would  have 
procured  it,  if  waggons  could  have  been  furnished  him 
for  that  purpose. 

The  want  of  waggons  and  horses  for  the  ordinary,  as 
well  as  extraordinary  occasions  of  the  army,  presses  upon 
us,  if  possible,  with  equal  force ;  almost  every  species  of 
camp  transportation  is  now  performed  by  men,  who  with- 
out a  murmur,  patiently  yoke  themselves  to  little  carri- 
ages of  their  own  making,  or  load  their  wood  and  provi- 
sions on  their  backs.  Should  the  enemy>  encouraged  by 
the  growing  weakness  of  your  troops,  be  led  to  make  a 
successful  impression  upon  your  camp,  your  artillery 
would  now  undoubtedly  fall  into  their  hands,  for  want  of 
horses  to  remove  it.  But  these  are  smaller  and  tolerable 
evils,  when  compared  with  the  imminent  danger  of  your 
troops  perishing  with  famine  or  dispersing  in  search  of 
food.  The  commissaries,  in  addition  to  their  supplies  of 
live  cattle,  which  are  precarious,  have  found  a  quantity 
of  pork  in  New  Jersey,  of  which,  by  a  failure  of  waggons, 
not  one  barrel  has  reached  the  camp. 

The  orders  were  given  for  that  purpose  as  early  as  the 
fourth  of  January.  In  yesterday's  conference  with  the 
geAeral)  he  informed  us>  that  some  brigades  had  been 
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four  days  without  tncat ;  and  that  even  the  common  sol- 
diers had  hcen  at  his  quarters  to  make  known  their  wants. 
At  present,  sir,  there  is  not.  one  gentleman  of  any  rank 
in  this  department,  thoug^h  the  duties  of  the  office  require 
a  constant  and  unremitting  attention.  In  whatever  view 
therefore  the  subject  presents  itself,  we  trust  you  will 
discern,  that  the  most  essential  interests  are  connected 
with  it.  The  season  of  preparation  for  the  next  campaign 
isr  passing  swiftly  away.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  its  opera- 
tions will  be  ineffectual,  either  for  offence  or  protection, 
if  an  arrangement  is  not  immediately  made,  and  the  most 
vigorous  exertions  used  to  procure  the  necessary  supplies. 
Permit  us  to  say  that  a  moment's  time  should  not  be  lost 
in  placing  a  man  of  approved  abilities,  and  extensive 
capacity  at  the  head  of  the  department,  who  will  restore 
it  to  some  degree  of  order  and  regularity,  whose  provident 
care  will  immediately  relieve  the  present  wants  of  the 
army  and  extend  itself  to  those  which  must  be  satisfied, 
before  v/e  can  expect  vigour,  enterprise,  or  success. 
When  your  committee  reflect  upon  the  increased  difficul- 
ties of  procuring  waggons,  horses,  tents,  and  the  nume- 
rous train  of  articles  >dependent  on  this  office,  without 
which  your  army  cannot  even  move ;  they  feel  the  great- 
est anxiety  lest  the  utmost  skill,  diligence,  and  address, 
will  prove  ineffectual  to  satisfy  the  growing  demand. 

"  All  other  considerations  vanish  before  this  object ; 
and  we  most  earnestly  wish  congress  may  be  impressed 
in  a  proper  degree  with  its  necessity  and  importance." 

JVOT£..„JVb,  VIIL,„See  fiage  363. 
The  first  resolution  which  allowed  half-pay  for  seven 
years  under  many  restrictions,  passed  on  the  15th  of  May. 
In  the  mean-time,  the  commander  in  chief  exerted  all 
his  influence,  to  prevent  the  resignation  of  good  officers, 
by  opposing  their  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  exciting  in 
them  the  hope  that  congress  would  not  continue  inatten- 
tive to  their  situation.  The  following  extract  from  a 
letter  to  brigadier  general  Glover  exhibits  one  among 
veiy  many  efforts  of  the  same  kind.    "  Excuse  me,  sir** 
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said  he  to  that  officer,  "  if  I  hesitate  to  jfivc  my  concur- 
Tence  to  the  desire  you  express  of  quitting  the  army.  I 
have  too  high  an  opinion  of  your  value  as  an  officer,  to 
do  .any  thing  which  may  contribute  to.  your  relinquishing 
that  character.  My  earnest  wish  is  that  you  may  continue 
in  it.  The  spirit  of  resigning,  which  is  now  become 
almost  epidemical,  is  truly  painful  and  alarming.  This 
spirit  prevailing  among  many  of  the  best  officers,  from 
various  inducements,  if  persisted  in,  must  deeply  wound 
the  common  cause.  You  cannot  but  be  convinced,  the 
situation  of  the  army  is  such  that  it  can  ill  bear  the  loss 
of  good  officers ;  and  such  would  do  M^ell  to  consider  how 
much  they  put  to  the  hazard,  by  doing  any  thing  to 
weaken  the  sinews  of  our  cause  at  so  critical  a  time.  I 
am  persuaded  if  these  ideas  were  properly  realized  that 
they  would  endure  great  inconveniences,  arid  make  great 
sacrifices,  rather  than  withdraw  their  services.  I  am 
fully  sensible  of  the  disadvantages  officers  have  hitherto 
laboured  under  from  the  insufficiency  of  their  appoint- 
ments; but  measures  have  been,  and  I  flatter  myself 
others  still  more  effectual  will  be  taken,  to  remedy  this 
evil.  I  am  iibpressing  the  necessity  of  it  by  every  argu- 
ment in  my  power,  and  you  may  assure  yourself  that  no 
endeavour  of  mine,  will  be  omitted  to  remove  so  just  a 
cause  of  complaint. 

J\rOT£....A^.  IX....See  fiage  427- 
TThe  testimony,  however,  contradicting  these  assertions, 
was  such  that  it  could  not  be  passed  over,  and  general 
Washington,  after  stating  in  strong  terms,  the  injuries 
alleged  to  be  sustained  proceeded  to  add,  '^  the  friends 
of  these  unhappy  men  call  daily  upon  me  for  their  relief, 
and  the  people  at  large  insist  on  retaliating  upon^hose  in 
our  possession.  Justice  teo  demands  it.  However,  before 
I  could  proceed  to  a  measure  at  which  my  feelings  recoil, 
I  thought  it  right  to  mention  the  facts  to  you,  and  I  would 
propose,  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  send  a  suitable  person 
into  the  city,  under  the  usual  restrictions,  to  examine 
into  the  truth  of  them." 
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After  remonstratsng^  against  the  useless  injuries  t9 
which  the  officers  also  were  saxl  to  be  exposed^  the  letter 
concludes  with  appealing  to  general  Howe  for  the  redress 
of  these  ^wrongs;  and  calling  on  him  to  recollect  that  pny 
hardships  which  the  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Amen* 
cans  might  suffer,  would  be  attributable  to  himself. 

This  letter  not  being  immediately  attended  to,  another 
was  written,  calling  for  an  answer  to  it;  declaring  that 
the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  demanded  immediate  re* 
dress,  and  that  unless  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  on 
this  head  should  be  given,  duty  would  constrain  him  to 
retaliate  instantly  on  the  prisoners  in  his  possession. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  general  Howe  repeated  the 
most  explicit  assertions  on  the  subject  of  his  orders  res- 
pecting the  treatment  of  prisoners,  and  gave  his  consent 
to  their  being  visited  by  a  person  to  be  sent  in  for  that 
purpose,  and  required  in  turn,  that  passports  should  be 
sent  for  commissaries,  who  should  also  be  permitted  to 
visit,  and  supply  the  wants  of  British  prisoners  in  posses* 
sion  of  the  Americans. 


J\rOTE,...JVb.  X....See'fiage  443. 
TTie  follovfing  ficddtm  addressed  to  gcrvcmor  Uvmgitonf 

will  furnish  9ome  evidence  of  the  eituatidn  fo  which  thai 

part  of  Jersey  was  reduced. 

To  his  excellency  \{^illiam  Livingston,  esquire,  gover- 
nor, captain  general,  and  commander  in  chief  in  and  over 
the  state  of  New  Jersey  and  the  territories  thereunto 
belonging  in  America,  chancellor  and  ordinary  in  the 
same,  •••the  humble  petition  of  the  officers,  civil  and  milt- 
tary,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
Sheweth, 

That  a  large  detachment  of  the  British  army,  la  few 
weeks  ago,  made  an  invasion  into  the  lower  counties  of 
this  state  on  Delaware,  and  plundered  a  few  of  the  inha- 
bitants. T  hat  at  present  a  large  detachment  are  invading 
them  a  second  time.  That  the  enemy  in  this  second  in- 
cursion, have,  as  we  have  been  credibly  informed,  by  the 
express  orders  of  colonel  Mawhood  the  commanding 
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dhtcTi  bftycmctod  md  butchered  in  the  most  inhttmiin 
mumgr^  a  nantber  of  the  militia  who  have  unfbrtunately 
&He&  into  their  bands.  That  coh>nel  MawhoOd  imme- 
disEtety  after  the  massacre^  in  open  letters,  sent  to  both 
oflficers  and  privates  by  a  flag,  had  the  effrontery  to  insult 
us  with  a  demand,  that  we  should  ia^  dowfi  our  arms, 
anduf  not,  threatened  to  bum,  destroy,  and  lay  the 
whole  country  waste^  and  more  especially  the  property  of 
a  number  of  our  most  distinguished  men,  whom  he 
named.  That  he  has  since  put  his  threat  into  execution, 
vgt  one  instance,  by  burning  one  of  the  finest  dwelling 
houses  in  Salem  county,  and  all  the  other  buildings  on 
the  same  firm,  the  property  of  colonel  Benjamin  Home* 
That  plunder,  rapine,  and  deyastation  in  the. most  fertile 
and  populous  parts  of  these  counties,  widely  mark  their 
footsteps  wherever  they  go*  That  they  are  spreading 
diaaftction,  they  are  using  every  possible  means  to  cor- 
rupt the-  minds  of  the  people,  who,  within  their  lines, 
have  so  little  vittue  as  to  purchase  from  them. 

That  we  are  in  no  state  of  defence.  That  we  are  so 
exposed  by  reason  of  our  situation,  that  some  of  our 
ofilcers  civil  and  military,  have  moved  out  of  the  counties 
for  salety.  That  our  militia,  during  the  last  winter, 
ha^  been  so  fatigued  out  by  repeated  calls  and  continued 
service)  and  disaffection  is  now  so  widely  diffused,  that 
vevy  few  can  be  called  out,  in  some  places,  none.  That 
we  have  no  troops  of  light  horse  regularly  embodied, 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  small  arms  among  us,  and  no  field 
pieces*  That  in  these  two  incursions,  we  have  very  sen- 
sibly felt  the  want  of  field  pieces  and  artillery  men,  that 
the  number  of  us  assembled  is  so  small,  that  though  we 
should  use  the  greatest  conduct  and  bravery,  we  could 
only  provoke,  not  injure  our  enemy. 

That  the  extent  of  our  country  is  so  great,  that  our 
small  number  of  men  fatigued  out,  indifierently  armed 
and  without  field  pieces,  cannot  defend  it.  That,  as 
Delaware  runs  all  along  those  counties,  we  are^  liable  to 
be  attacked  in  numberless  places. 

VOL.    XII.  d 
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That  the  acquisition  of  these  counties  would  be  of  gTCSt 
advantag;e  to  the  enemy*  That  they  could  nearly  main* 
tain  their  whole  army  a  campu^  by  the  plunder,  forage, 
and  assistance  they  could  draw  from  them*  That  ahhou^ 
the  United  States  might  not  need  them,  yet  it  might  per- 
haps be  advisable  to  defend  them,  to  prevent  the  advan- 
tage the  enemy  might  receive  from  them.  That  our 
riches,  and  former  virtue,  make  us  a  prey  to  an  enemy, 
whose  tender  mercies  are  cruelties. 

That  in  short,  our  situation  is  beyond  description  deplo- 
rable* That  the  powers  civil  and  military  are  daily  relax- 
ing, and  disaffection  prevailing.  That  we  can  neither 
stay  at  our  houses,  go  out,  nor  come  in  with  safety. 
That  we  can  neither  plough,  plant,  sow,  reap  nor  ga&er. 
That  we  are  fast  falling  into  poverty,  distress,  and  int» 
the  hands  of  our  enemy.  That  unless  there  can  be  sent 
to  our  relief  and  assistance  a  sufficient  body  of  standing 
troops,  we  must  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
leaving  the  country  to  the  enemy,  and  removing  ourselves 
and  families  to  distant  places  for  safety.  That  although 
the  present  detachment  may  be  fled  and  gone,  before  the 
relief  reaches  us,  yet  a  body  of  troops  are  necessary  for 
our  protection,  as  long  as  the  enemy  possess  Philadel* 
phia.  And  these  are  the  sentiments  not  only  of  us  the 
subscribers,  but  of  all  the  rest  of  the  officers  civil  and 
military,  and  other  the  good  subjecto  of  this  state  in  these 
counties. 


JV07jE....Ab.  XL...Seefiagt  5S5. 
Subsequent  to  the  cofiiea  of  the  MUa  which  were  sent  vuer 
before  their  /taaaage  into  iawB^  Utters  had  been  received 
from  lord  Howe  and  sir  Henry  C&nton^  enclom^  the  acie 
themsehesj  to  which  congress  returned  the  fbUovnng  an- 
swer: 
"  My  lord, 

'<  I  have  had  the  honour  to  lay  your  lordahip's 
letter  of  May  27,  with  the  acts  of  the  British  parliament 
enclosed,  before  congress,  and  I  am  instructed  to  acquaint 
your  lordship,  that  they  have  already  expressed  their  sen« 
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timents  upon  biUs  not  essentially  different  from  those  acts, 
in  ^a  publication  o(  the  22d  of  April  last 

*f  Your  lordship  may  be  assured)  that  when  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  shall  be  seriously  disposed  to  put  an  end  to 
the  unprovoked  and  cruel  war  waged  against  these  United 
States,  congress  will  readily  attend  to  such  terms  of  peace 
as  maj  consist  with  the  honour  of  independent  nations, 
the  interest  of  their  constituents,  and  the  sacred  regard 
they  mean  to  pay  to  treaties. 

<<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

.  President* 
*<  To  admiral  lord  Howe." 

ji  nmilar  letter  was  addressed  to  sir  Henry  Clintim, 


J^OT£...JVb.  XII..,.See  iiage  580. 
The  foUowing is  th^  report  made  b^  the  committee: 

January  1,  1779.  The  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  operations  of  the 
nes:t  campaign,  report,  that  the  plan  proposed  by  con- 
gress for  the  emancipation  of  Canada,  in  co-operation 
with  an  army  from  France,  was  the  principal  subject  of 
the  said  conference. 

That,  impressed  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  injury  and 
disgrace  which  must  attend  an  infraction  of  the  proposed 
stipulations,  on  the  part  of  these  states,  your  committee 
have  taken  a  general  review  of  our  finances,  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  army,  of  the  magazines  of  clothes 
artillery,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  of  the  provisions 
in  store,  and  which  can  be  collected  in  season. 

Your  committee  have  also  attentively  considered  the 
intelligence  and  observations  communicated  to  them  by 
the  commander  in  chief,  respecting  the  number  of  troops 
and  strong  holds  of  the  enemy  in  Canada;  their  naval 
force,  and  entire  command  of  the  water  communication 
with  that  90untry..*.the  difficulties,  while  they  possess 
such  signal  advantages,  of  penetrating  it  with  an  army 
by  land....the  obstacles  which  are  to  be  suro^ounted  in 
acquiring  a  naval  superiority  ....the  hostile  temper  of 
many  of  the  surrounding  Indian  tribes  towards  these 
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stately  and  aboTe  all  the  uncertainty  vheth*r  the  enemy 
will  not  pcnevere  in  their  system  of  harasnng  wod  cfia- 
tressing  our  seacoast  and  frontiers  by  a  predatory  war. 

That  on  the  most  mature  defiberation)  your  committee 
cannot  find  room  for  a  well  grounded  pvesumpdon  that 
these  states  will  be  able  to  perform  their  part  oi  the 
proposed  stipulations.  That  in  a  measure  <^  such  mo- 
ment, calculated  to  call  forth,  and  direct  to  a  single  object 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  force  of  our  ally,  which  may 
otherwise  be  essentially  employed,  nothing  else  than  the 
highest  probability  of  success  could  justify,  congress  in 
making  the  proposition. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
negotiation  in  question,  however  desirable,  and  interest- 
ing, should  be  deferred  until  circumstances  render  the 
co-operation  of  these  states  more  certain,  practicable, 
and  effectual. 

That  the  minister  plenipot^itiary  of  these  states  at  the 
court  0^  Versailles,  the  minister  of  France  in  Pennsyl« 
vania,  and  the  minister  of  France,  be  respectively  informed 
that  the  operations  of  the  next  campsugn  mu9t  depend  on 
such  a  variety  of  contingencies  to  arise,  as  well  from  our 
own  internal  circumstances  and  resources,  as  the  progress 
and  movements  of  our  enemy,  that  time  alone  can-mature 
and  point  out  the  plan  which  ought  to  be  pursued.  That 
congress,  therefore,  cannot,  with  a  degree  of  confidence 
answerable  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  dedde  on  the 
practicability  of  their  cooperating  the  next  campaign,  in 
an  enterprise  for  the  emancipation  of  Canada,  that  every 
preparation  in  our  power  will  nevertheless  be  made  for 
acting  with  vigour  against  the  common  enemy,  and  every 
favourable  incident  embraced  with  alacrity,  to  facilitate, 
and  hasten  the  freedom  and  independence  of  Canada, 
and  her  union  with  these  states*.  ..events  which  congpress, 
from  motives  of  policy  with  respect  to  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  of  affection  for  their  Canadian  brethren,  have  ^ 
greatly  at  heart*  f  -* 
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